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CHAP. I. 
Qf the earliest state of Greece* . 

THE first notices we have of every country are fabu- 
lous and uncertain* Among an unenlightened people every 
imposture is likely to take place, for ignorance is the parent 
of credulity. Nothing therefore which the Greeks have 
transmitted to us concerning their earliest state can be reli* 
ed on. Poets were the first who began to record the actions 
of their countrymen, and it is a part of their 1 art to strike the 
imagination even at the expence of probability. For this 
reason, in the earliest accounts of Greece, we .are presented 
with the machinations of gods and de mi -gods, the adven- 
tures of heroes and giants, the ravages of monsters and 
dragons, and ail. the potency of charms and enchantments* 
Man, plain historical man, seems to have no share in the 
picture, and while the reader wanders through the most 
delightful scenes the imagination can offer, he is scarce 
once presented with the actions of such a' being as himself* 

It would be vain therefore, and beside the present pur- 
pose, to give an historical air to accounts which were never 
meant to be transmitted as true. Some writers indeed have 
laboriously undertaken to separate the truth from the fable> 
and to give us an unbroken narrative from the first dawn- 
ing of tradition to the display of undoubted history ; they 
have levelled down all mythology to their own apprehea* 
sions: every fable is made to look with an air of probability* 
Instead of a golden fleece, Jason goes in pursuit of a great 
treasure ; instead of destroying a chimera, Bellerophon re- 
claims a mountain j instead of an hydro. Hercules e-ver* 
comes a robber. 
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Thus the fanciful pictures of a strong imagination are 
taught to assume a serious severity, and tend to deceive 
the reader still more, by offering, in the 1 garb of truth, what 
had been only nieant to delight and allure him. 

The fabulous age, therefore, of Greece must have no 
place in history. It is now too late to separate those parts 
■which may have a real foundation in nature- from those 
which owe their existence wholly to the imagination. There 
are no traces left, to guide us in that intricate pursuit. The 
dews of the morning are past: and it is vain to attempt 
continuing the chace in meridian splendor. It will be suf- 
ficient, therefore, for us to observe, that Greece, like most 
other countries, of whose origin we have any notice, was at 
first divided into a number of petty states, each commanded 
by its own sovereign. Ancient Greece, which is now the 
south part of Turkey in Europe, is bounded on the east by 
the Egean sea, now called the Archipelago; on the south, 
by*the Cretan or Candian sea ; on the west byi the Ionian 
aea; and on the north by Illyria and Thrace. Of such 
very narrow extent, and so very contemptible wkh regard 
to territory was that country which gave birth to all the 
arts of war and peace ; which produced the greatest gene- 
rals, philosophers, poets, painters, architects and statuaries 
that the world ever boasted; which overcame the rhost pow- 
erful monarchs, and dispersed the most numerous armies 
that ever were brought into the field, and at last became the 
instructor of all mankind. 

It is said in scripture that Jayan, the son of Japeth, 
Was the father of all these nations that went under the gene- 
ral denomination of Greeks. Of his four spns, Elisha, or 
Ellas, is said to have given name to the Eaxijjsj, a general 
name by which the Greeks we're known. Tharsis, the se- 
cond son, is thought to have settled in Achaia; Chittim 
settled in Macedonia ; and Dodanim, the fourth son, in 
Thessaly in Epirus. How they portioned out the country. 
What- revolutions they experienced, or what wars they 
maintained, are utterly \mknown. And indeed the history 
of petty barbarous states,~if known, would hardly recom- 
pence the trouble of enquiry. In those early times, king- 
doms were but inconsiderable : a single city, with a few 
leagues of land, was often honoured with that magnificent 
appellation ; it would therefore embarrass history to enter 
into the domestic privacy of every little state, as it would 
be rather a subject for the ceconomist than the politician. It 
will suffice tp observe, that Sicyon is said to have been the 
. ihost ancient kingdom of Greece. The beginning of this petty 



sovereignty is placed by historians in the year of the world 
one thousand nine hundred and fifteen ; before Jesus Christ 
two thousand eighty-nine, and before the first Olympiad, 
one thousand three hundred and thirieen. The first king 
was JEgialeus. its duration is said to have been a thousand 
years., 

The kingdom of Argos, in Peloponnesus, began 
a thousand and eighty years before the first Olym- A. M. 
pi ad, in the time of Abraham. The first king was 214*. 
Iuachus. 

The kingdom of Mycaenx succeeded. The seat of go- 
vernment was translated thither from Argos by Perseus, 
the grandson of Acrisius, the last king of that country, 
whom Perseus unfortunately slew. The kings who reigned 
at Mycaeaae after Perseus, were Elect ry on, Sthenlus, and 
liurystheus; the' latter of whom was driven out by the He- 
raclid*, or the descendants of Hercules, who made thooi-* 
selves masters of Peloponnesus. 

The.kingdom of Athens was first founded by . . , 
Cecrops, an Egyptian. This prince, having sealed 2 *< T« 
in Attica, divided the whole country subject to him 
into twelve districts, and also established a court for judg- 
ing causes, entitled the Areopagus. Ampbictyon, the third 
king of Athens, procured a confederacy among the twelve 
states of Greece, which assembled twice a year at Ther- 
mopylae, there to offer up common sacrifices, and to con- 
sult for the common interest' of the association. Theseus, 
one of the succeeding kings of this state, united the twelve 
boroughs of Cecrops into one city. Codrus was the last of 
this line, he, devoted himself to death for his people. The 
Heraclidae having made an irruption as far as the gates of 
Athens, the oracle declared, that they should be conquer- 
ors whose king should fall in this contest. To take the 
earliest advantage, therefore, of this answer, Codrus dis- 
guised himself in the habit of a peasant, and provoking one 
of the enemies, soldiers, was killed by him. Whereupon, 
the Athenians sent a herald to demand the body of their 
king, which message struck such a damp into the enemy, 
that they departed without striking another blow. After 
Codrus, the title of king was extinguished among the Athen- 
ians. Medon, his son, was set at the head of the common- 
wealth, with the title of Archon, which signifies chief go- 
vernor. The first of this denomination bad their places 
for life, but the Athenians growing weary of a government 
Which represt their love of freedom, they . abridged the 



"terms of the Archoti's power to ten years, -and at last made 
*he office elective every year. 

A M ^ e ^ n S^ om °f Thebes was first founded by Cad- 
2549* TOUS ' This hero coming by sea. from the coast of 
Phoenicia, settled in that part of the country which 
Was after ward seal led Bceotia He there built the city of Thebes 
which, from his own name, he called Cadmxa, and there 
fixed his seat of power and dominion. The adventures of 
his unhappy posterity, Laius, Jocasto, Oedipus, Eteocles, 
and Polynices, make a shining figure among the poetical 
-fictions of that period. 

The kingdom of Sparta, or Lacedamon, is supposed to 
have been first instituted by Leliae. Helena, the tenth in suc- 
cession from this monarch, is equally famous for her beauty 
and infidelity. She had not lived above three years with 
Jher husband, Menelaus, before she was carried off by Paris, 
, the son of Priam, king of Troy. This seems to be the first 
occasion in which the Greeks united in one common cause. 
The Greeks took Trof after a ten years siege, much about 
the time that Jephthah was the judge in Israel. 

Corinth began later than the other cities above-mention d 
* , » to be formed into a state, or to be governed by its 
2 * * kings. It was at first subject to Argos and Mycscnx^ 
4>ut Sisiphus, the son of JEolus, made himself mas- 
•ter. of it ; and when his descendants were disposses- « -* 
*ed, I3achis assumed the reins of power. The go- «g 3Q * 
vernment after this became aristacraiical, a chief 
magistrate being annually chosen by the name of Prytannu 
At last Cypselus having gained the people, usurped the 
supreme authority, which he transmitted to his son Peri- 
* ander, who was ranked among the seven wise men of 
-Greece, from the love he bore -to learning, and his encou- 
ragement of its professors. 

The kingdom of Macedonia was first governed by Ca- 
xanus, , descended from Hercules, and subsisted from his 
.time till the defeat of Perseus by the Romans, a space of 
*hc ^hundred and twenty-six years. 

Such is the picture Greece offers in its earliest infancy. 
.A combination of little states, each governed by its re spec- 
-tire sovereign, yet ali uniting for their mutual safety and 
-general advantage. Stilly however, their intestine conten- 
tions were carried on w.ith^reat animosity ; and, as it hap- 
pens in all petty states under the dominion of a single com- 
tmander, the jealousies of the princes were a continual cause 
aof discord. From this distressful situation, those states, 
jjjf -decrees, began to emerge; a different spirit began t« 



seize the people, and, sick of the contentions of their 
princes, they desired to be free* A spirit of liberty pre* 
vailed all over Greece: and a general change of government 
"was effected in every part of the country except in Macedo- 
nia. Thus monarchy gave way to a republican govern- 
ment, which, however, was diversified into as many vari- 
ous forms as there were different cities, according to the 
different genius and peculiar character of each people. 

All these cities, though seemingly different from each 
other in their laws and interest, were united with each other 
by one common language, one religion, and a national pride 
that taught them to consider all other nations as barbarous 
and feeble* Even Egypt iiself, from whence they had de- 
rived many of their ans and institutions, was considered 
in a very subordinate light, and rather as an half barbarous 
predecessor, than an enlightened rival. 

To make this union among the states of Greece still 
stronger, there were games instituted in different parts of 
the country, with rewaids for excellence in every pursuit* 
These sports were instituted for very serious and useful 
purposes; they afforded an opportunity for the several 
states meeting together ; they gave them a greater zeal for 
their common religion ; tbey exercised the youth for the 
purposes of war, and increased that vigour and activity 
which was then of the utmost importance in deciding the 
fate of a battle. 

But their chief bond of union arose from the council 
of.the Anrfphictyons, which was instituted by Amphictyon 
king of Athens, as is already mentioned, and was appointed 
to be held twicea year 'at Thermopylae, todeliberate for the 
general good of those states of whose deputies it was com- 
posed. The states who sent deputies to flie council, were 
twelve, namely, the Thessalians. the Thehans, the Do- 
k rians, the ionians, the Perhaabeans* the Magnates, the 
Locrians, the Oetans, the Pthiote** the Maieans, the 
Phocians, and the Dolopians. . Each of those cities which 
had a right to assist at the Amphictionic council, wayjobli-- 
ged to send two depuiies-to every, meet'iig.- TdVe.one was-* 
inttlled the Hieromnemon, who look rare of the interests 
of religion, the other was called the Pylagoras, and had in 
charge the civil interest of his community. Each of these 
deputies, however, diflVing in their functions, enjoyedran 
equal power of determining all affairs relative, to tbe gene- 
ral interests of Greece. But, although the number of de- 
puties seems to have been settled originally so as to answer 
the number of votes which each city was allowed, yet ki 
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process of tittle, tmiottte extraordinary occasions, the pri*. 
cipal cities assumed a. power of sending; more than one Py- 
lagoras to assist in a critical emergency, or to serve the 
purposes of a faction. When the deputies, thus appointed 
•Appeared to execute their commission, after offering up sa- 
<raifces to Apollo, Diana, Latonia? and Minerva, they took 
an oath, implying, that they would never subvert any city 
of the Amphictyons, never stop the course of waters either 
an war or peace, and that they -would oppose any attempts 
to lessen the reverence and authority of the Gods, to whom 
they had paid their adoration* Thus, all offences against 
.religion, aj£ instances of impiety and profanation, all con- 
tests between the Grecian states and cities came under the 
particular cognizance of the Amphictyons, who had a right 
to determine, to impose fines, and even to levy ferces* and 
to make war against those who offered to rebel against 
their sovereign authority. 

These different motives to confederacy united the Greek* 
for a time into a body of great power, and greater emula- 
tion, ""By this association, a country not half so large as 
England, was able to dispute the empire of the earth with 
the most powerful monarch s of the world* By this associ- 
ation, they not only made head agamst the numerdus ar- 
mies of Persia ; but dispersed, routed, and destroyed them, 
reducing their pride so low, as to mate them submit to 
conditions of peace as shameful to the conquered as glori- 
ous to the conquerors. But among all the cities of Greece, 
there were two that by their merit, their valour, and their 
wisdom, particularly distinguished themselves from the rest, 
these were Athens and Lacedaemons. As these cities ser- 
ved as an example of bravery or learning* to the rest, sand 
*ts the chief burthen of every foreign war devolved upon 
them, it will be proper to enter into their particular histo- 
ry with greater raimatcness, and to give the reader some 
idea of the genius, character, manners, and government of 
their respective inhabitants* 



CHAP. IL 

Cfthe Government of Sparta y ar*$ the L&&* ofLytvrgus* 

* ALTHOUGH the kingdom of Lacedxmon was not so 
considerable as that of Athens, yet as it was of much ear- 
tier institution* it demands our first attention. Lacedaemoa, 



as ataervedfeefare, was in the beginning governed by kings, 
of which thirteen held the reins of power in succession, of 
the race of the Pelopidae. As, during this dark interval, 
there was no fixed laws to limit the prerogative, -and no 
ideas of true government among the people, it does not ap- 
pear that there were any considerable. encroachments made 
cither on the side of the king or that of the people* Under 
the race of the Heraclidx, who succeeded, instead of one 
king, the people admitted two, who governed with equal 
authority* - The cause of this change seems to have sprung 
from a very particular accident; for Aristodemus dying, 
ieft two sons, Eurysthenea and Procles, twins, so much 
alike, that it was hardly possible to distinguish them asun- 
der. From hence the hint was taken by the mother, of fix- 
ing tfee crown upon both ; so that when the Spartans came - 
for a king, she was either unable or unwilling to decide 
which of them was first born, or which had the justest pre- 
tensions. This form of government continued for several 
succeeding centuries, and although the one was almost ever 
at variance with his associate on the throne, yet the go- 
vernment remained entire. 

It was during this succession that slavery was first int. 
atituted in Sparta. Erysthenes and Procles having granted 
the countrymen of Sparta the same privileges with the citi- 
zens, Agis reversed what his predecessors had done in fa- 
vour of the peasants, and imposed a tribute upon thenu 
The Helotes were the only people that would not acquiesce 
in this impost, but rose in rebellion to vindicate their rights.: 
the citizens, however, prevailed, the Helotes were subdued 
and made prisoners of war. As a still greater punishment, 
they and their posterity were condemned to perpetual sla- 
very.; and to encrease their miseries still more, all other ' 
slaves were -called by the general name of Helotes* 

It would appear from hence, that this little state wat 
governed with turbulence and oppression, and required the 
curb of severe laws and rigorous discipline* These 
severities and rigorous discipline were at last impo- 
sed upon it by Lycurgus, owe of the first and most ex- 
traordinary legislators that ever appeared among mankind* 
There is, -perhaps, nothing more remarkable in prophane 
history, yet nothing so well attested, as what relates to the 
laws and government of Lycurgus. What indeed can be 
more amazing than to behold a mutinous and savage race 
of mankind yielding submission to laws that controlled 
every sensual pleasure, and every private affection ; to be- 
hold them give up, for the good of the state, all the conw 
iorts and conveniences of private life, and making a stat* 
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of domestic privacy more severe and terrible than the most 
painful campaigns and the most warlike duties. Yet all 
this was effected by the perseverance and authority of a 
single legislator, who gave the first lessons of hard resig- 
nation in his own generous example. 

Lycurgus was the son of Eunomus, one of the two 
kings who reigned together in Sparta. The two kings dy- 
ing without apparent issue, the right of succession rested 
in Lycurgus, x who accordingly took the administration up- 
on him. But an unexpected event came to interrupt his 
promotion; for the queen his sister-in-law proving with 
child, his right became doubtful* A man of less probity 
would have used every precaution to secure himself upon, 
the throne; and a proposal, which was made him by thequeen 
seemed to secure his pretensions* She offered to destroy 
the birth, upon condition that he would marry her, and 
take her into a share of power. Lycurgus wisely smother- 
ed his resentment to so unnatural a proposal ; and fearful 
that she might use means to put her project in execution, 
assured her, that as s#bn as the child was born, he would 
take upon himself to remove it*out of the way. Accord- 
ingly she was delivered of a boy, which Lycurgus com- 
manded should be brought to him, as he was at supper 
with the magistrates ; to them he presented the child as 
their king, and, to testify his own and the people's joy, 

tave him the name of Charilaus. Ihus Lycurgus sacri- 
ced his ambition to his duty ; and still more, continued 
his regency, not as king, but governor. However, dread- 
ing the resentment of the queen, and finding the state in 
great disorder, he resolved by travelling to avoid the dan- 
gers of the one, and to procure a remedy for the defects of 
the other. 

Thus resolving to make himself acquainted with all 
the improvements of other nations, and to consultthd most 
experienced persons he could meet with in the art of go- 
vernment, he began with the island of Crete, whose hard 
and severe laws were very much admired. In this island 
the handicraft trades were brought to some degree of per- 
fection. There they wrought in copper and iron, and mad« 
armour, in which they daneed, with a confused noise of 
bells, at the sacrifices of their gods. It was from them that 
the art of navigation was first known in Greece, "and from 
them -many legislators derived the principles of their re- 
spective institutions. 

From Crete, Lycurgus passed over into Asia, where he 
still found new information, and is said to have first made 
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the distovery of tire works of Homer. From thence he 
went into Egypt, and is said by some to have had conferences 
with the gy mnosophi sts of India* But while thus employed 
abroad, his presence began to be greatly wanted at home* 
All parties conspired to wish his coming. And many 
messages were sent to hasten his return. The kings them- 
selves importuned him to that effect, and let him know, 
that the people were arrived at such a pitch of disorder, that 
nothing but his authority could controul their licentious* 
ness. In fact, every thing tended to the unavoidable de- 
struction of the state, and nothing but his presence was 
wished to check its encreasing dissolution* 

Lycurgus, at length persuaded to return, found the 
people wearied out with their own importunities, and ready 
to receive any new impressions he might attempt* Where- 
fore) the corruption being general, he found it necessary to 
change the whole form of the government; sensible that a 
few particular laws would produce no great effect* But 
considering the efficacy of religion in promoting, every new 
institution* he went first to consult the oracle of Apollo at 
Delphos, where he met a reception that might flatter his 
highest ambition, for he was saluted by the priestess as a 
friend of the gods, and rather as a god than man. As to 
his new institution also* he was told that the gods heard 
his prayers, and that the commonwealth he was going to 
-establish, would be the most excellent and durable upon 
earth* 

Thus encouraged, in his, return to Sparta, Lycurgus 
first communicated his designs to his particular friends, 
«nd then by degrees gained over the leading men to his 
party, until things being ripe for a change, he ordered 
•thirty of the principal men to appear armed in the market* 
.place. Chartlaus, who was at that time king, seemed at 
jirst willing to oppose this revolution, but being intimidated 
by a superior force, he took shelter in the temple of Mi- 
nerva ; whence, being prevailed upon by bis subjects, and 
being also of a flexible temper, he came forth and joined 
the confederacy. The people soon acquiesced under a sot 
of institutions which were evidently calculated for their 
-improvement, and gladly acknowledged submission to la^te 
which leaned with equal weight upon every rank of society* 

To continue the kings still with a shadow of power, he 
confirmed them in their right of succession as before, but 
diminished their authority by instituting a senate, which 
was to serve as a counterpoise between their prerogative and 
4he .people, Thejr sUil, however* jhad all their towp*r 



marks of outward dignity and respect. They had the chief 
seats in every public assembly ; in voting they were allowed 
first to give their opinion ; they received ambassadors and 
strangers, and overlooked public buildings and highways. 
In* the field they were possessed of greater power; they 
conducted the armies of the state, and were attended by 
judges, field-deputies, and a general of the horse. How- 
ever, they were not entirely at liberty even in_war, as they 
received their orders from the senate, which, though for 
;the most part discretionary, yet they were sometimes 
forced to march against the enemy, or return home when 
they least desired to retreat. 

The government hitherto had been unsteady, tending 
»t one time towards despotism, at another to democracy, 
but the Senate instituted by Lycurgus served as a check 
upon both, and kept the state balanced in tranquility. This 
body, which was composed of twenty eight members, found- 
ed their chief policy in siding with the kings when the peo- 
ple were grasping at too much power ; and on the other 
hand, in espousing the interest of the people whenever the 
kings attempted to carry their authority too far. The sena- 
tors were composed of those who assisted Lycurgus 
in his designs, as well as of several of the citizens remark- 
able for their private virtues; but none were eligible till 
sixty years of age. They were continued for life, except 
upon any notorious crime ; and this, as it prevented (he 
inconveniences of too frequent a change, so it was a last- 
ingreward to the old, and a noble incentive to the young. 
These formed the supreme court of judicatures ; and though 
there lay an appeal from them to the people, yet as they wer« 
only convened at the pleasure of the senate, and as the se- 
nators were not responsible for any wrong judgment, their 
decrees generally past without a repeal. Indeed, for seve- 
ral ages, such was the caution and such the integrity of this 
tribunal, that none seemed desirous of seeking farther justice, 
and both parties acquiesced in the justice of their decree. 
However, the great power which the senate was thus pos- 
sessed of, was about a century after tempered by the erec- 
tion of a superior court, called the court of the Ephori y 
which consisted of but ^ve in number, and the members 
were chosen annually into their office. They were elected 
from the people, and had a power of arresting and impri- 
soning even the persons of their kings, if they acted unbe- 
coming their station. 

The people also had a nominal share in the govern* 
»ent. They had their, assemblies consisting of citizens o%- 



If ; and also their great convention of all persons who weft 
free of the state. But this power of convening was but a 
mere matter of form, as the senate alone was permitted to 
callthera together, and as it was in the option of that body 
to dismiss them at pleasure. The subject of deliberation 
also was to be of their proposal, while the people, denied 
the privilege; of debating or discussing, could only reject op 
ratify with laconic decision. To keep them still more 
helpless, they were left out of all offices of the state, and 
were considered merely as machines, which their wiser 
fellow-citizens were to conduct and employ. 

So small a degree of power granted to the people might, 
be apt to destroy these institutions in their infancy ; but to 
reconcile them to the change, Lycurgus boldly resolved 
to give them a share in those lands of which, by the 
encreasing riches of some, and the dissipation of others, 
they had been deprived. To keep the people in plenty and 
dependence, seems to have been one of the most refined 
strokes in this philosopher's legislation* The generality 
of the people were at that time so poor, that they were des- 
titute of every kind of possession, whilst a.Srmall number 
of individuals were possessed of all the lands and the wealth 
of the country. In order, therefore, to banish the inso- 
lence, the fraud, and the luxury of the one, as well as the 
misery, the repining, and the factious despair of the others, 
he persuaded the majority* ajid forced the rest to give up 
all their lands to the commonwealth, and to make a new 
division of them, that they might all live together in per* 
feet equality. Thus all the sensual goods of life were 
equally distributed among the governors and the gqyeyned ; 
and superior merit alone conferred superior distinction. 

Lycurgus accordingly divided all the lands of Laconia 
into thirty thousand parts, and those of Sparta into nine 
thousand, and these he portioned out to the respective in- 
habitants of each district. Each portion was sufficient to 
maintain a family in that frugal manner he proposed ; and, 
though the kings had a larger share assigned them to sup- 
port their dignity, yet their tables had rather an air of de- 
cency and competency, than of superfluity or profusion. It 
is said that some years after, t as Lycurgus was returning 
from a long journey, observing how equally the corn wai 
divided in an parts of the country, he was heard to observe, 
Mmling on those next him, Does not Laconia look like an 
tstate which several brother* have been dividing amongst 
them? 
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But it would hare answered no permanent purpose to 
divide the lands, if the money were still suffered to accu- 
mulate. To prevent, therefore, all other, distinction but 
that of merit, he resolved to level down all fortune to one 
standard* He did not indeed strip those possessed of gold 
or silver of their ~ property ; bat, what was equivolent, he- 
cried down its value, and suffered nothing but iron money 
to pass in exchange for every commodity. This coin also 
he made so heavy, and fixed at so low a rate, that a cart 
and two oxen were required to carry home a sum of ten 
minus, or about twenty pounds English, and a whole house 
was necessary to keep it in. This i»n money had no 
currency among any other of the Grecian states, who, so 
far from esteeming-rt, treated it with the utmost contempt 
and ridicule. From the neglect of foreigners, the Spar- 
tans themselves began to despise it, so that money was at 
last brought into disuse, and few troubled themselves 
with more than was barely sufficient to supply their neces- 
sities. Thus not only riches, but their attendant train of 
avarice, fraud, rapine, and luxury, were banished from 
this simple state : and the people found in ignorance of 
riches a happy substitute for the want of those refinements 
they bestow. 

But these institutions were not thought sufficient to 
prevent that tendency which mankind have to private ex- 
cess. A third regulation was therefore made, command- 
ing that all meals should be in public. He ordained that j 
all the men should eat in one common hall without dis« | 
' tinclion ; and lest strangers should attempt to corrupt his 
citizens by their example, a law was expressly made 
against their continuance in the city. By these means 
frugality was not only necessary, but the use of riches 
was at once abolished. Every man sent monthly his I 
provision to the common stock, with a little money I 
for other contingent expences. These consisted of "one 
bushel of flour, eight measures of wine, five pounds 
of cheese, and two pounds and an half of figs. The 
tables* consisted of fifteen persons each, where none could 
be admitted but by the consent of the whole compfc 
ny* Every one, without exception of persons, wasobligeCT^ 
to be at the common meal y and a long time after, when 
Agis returned from a successful expedition, he was punish- 
ed and reprimanded for having eaten with his queen in pri- 
vate. The very children eat of these meals, -and were car- 
ried thither as to a school of temperance and wisdom. At 
these homely repasts no rude or immoral conversation was 
permitted; no loquacious disputes or ostentatious talking. 
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Each endeavoured to express his sentiment* with the 
utmost perspicuity and conciseness i wit was admitted to? 
season, the banquet, and secrecy to give it security* As. 
soon as a young man came into the room, the oldest man, 
in the company used to, say to him, pointing to the door, 
' Nothing spoken, here must go. that way*' Black, broth. 
was their favourite dish} of what ingredients it was. made 
is .not known, but they used no flesh in their enter*, 
tainments. It probably resembled those lenten soups which, 
are still in use on the continent* Dionysius, the tyrant, 
found their fare very unpalatable ; but as the copk assert- 
ed, the broth was nothing wijthdut the seasoning, of fatigue 
and hunger. 

An injunction; so rigorous, which thus, cut ofFall the 
delicacies and refinements of luxury, was by no means plea,-* 
sing to the rich, who took every occasion to. insult thelaw^ 
giver upon his new regulations* The tumults they excited 
were frequent ; and in one of these,, a, young feHow whose 
name was Alexander, struck out one of Lyxurgus' eyes. But 
he had the majority of the people on*, bis side, who, pro-, 
voked at the outrage, delivered the young man into his. 
hands to, treat him with all proper severity* Lycurgus,, 
instead of testifying any brutal resentment, won over- his, 
aggressor by all the arts of affability and tenderness^ tilj* 
at last,, from being, one of the proudest and most turbulent, 
men of Sparta, he became an example of wisdom, and mo-, 
deration,, and an. useful assistant to Lycurgus in. promoting 
his new institutions* 

Thus* undaunted by opposition, and; steady in his, de-» 
signs, he went on to make a thorough reformation in, the- 
manners, of his country men* As the education o| youth 
was one of the most important objects of a legislator '3 care* 
he took care to. instil such early principles, that children 
should, in a manner be born with a sense of order and disci-% 
pline. His. grand principle was, that children were pro- 
perly the possession of the state, and belonged to, the com- 
munity; more than to their parents. To. this end he bfigajn, 
from the verje time of their conception, making it the mo* 
/' ther's duty to. use such diet and exercise as might fit her 
to produce a vigorous and healthy offspring. As during thi*' 
period., all institutions were- tinctured with, the savagen$s« 
of the times, it is -not wonderful that* Lycurgus arda^d 
that all such children* as, upon a publfe view, were dee r&e'd 
deformed or weakly, and unfitted foe-A fiiture life ofvi^Hxi 4 
and fatigue* shoulcS be exposed to* parish* in a cavern, BteaV 
Boomtt , Tayge.tua* This. was. consj^teiredl as a public 3*1^ 

* 



n 

ishment upon the mother ; and it was thought the readiest 
way to lighten the state of a firture encumbrance* 

Those infants that were born without any capital de- 
fects, were adopted as chil&rea of the state, and delivered 
to their parents to be nursedVith severity and hardship. 
From their tenderest age they were accustomed to make 
110 choice in their eatings nor to be afraid in the dark, or 
when left alone, not to be peevish or Jretfut, to walk bare- 
foot, or lie hard at nights, to wear the sarof cloaths winter 
and summer, and to fear nothing from their equals. At 
the age of seven 1 years they were taken from their parents, 
and delivered over to the classes for a public education. 
Their discipline there was little else than an apprentice- 
ship to hardship, self-denial, and obedience. In these 
• classes, one of the boys, more advanced and experienced 
than the rest, presided as captain to govern and chastise 
the refractory. Their very sports and exercises were regu- 
lated according to the exactest discipline, and made up of 
labour and fatigue. They went barefoot, with their head 
shaved, and fought with one another naked; While they 
were -at table it was usual for the masters, to* instruct the 
boys, by asking them questions concerning the nature of 
moral actions, or the different merits of the most noted 
men of the time. The boys were obliged to give a quiclc 
and ready answer, which was to be accompanied with their 
reasons in the concisest manner, for a Spartan's language 
was" as sparing as his money was ponderous and bulky. 
All ostentatious learning 7 was banished from this simple 
commonwealth, their only study was to obey, their only 
pride was to suffer "hardship. Every art was practised to 
harden them against adventitious danger. There was 
yearly a custom of whipping them at the attar of Diana, 
and the boy that bore this punishment with the greatest 
fortitude, came off victorious. This was inflicted publicly 
before the eyes of their parents and in the presence of the 
whole city ; and many were known to expire tinder the 
^severity of the discipline, without tittering a single groan, 
fcveft their own fathers, when they saw them covered with 
blood and wounds, and ready to expire, exhorted them to 
' persevere to the end with constancy and resolution. Plu- 
jtarch, who says that he has seen several children expire 
/under this cruel treatment, tells us of one who having stolen 
'a fox, and hid it under his coat, chose rather to let it tear 
but his very bowels tlian discover the theft. 

Every institution seems tending to harden the body, 
and sharpen the mind for war. In order to prepare them 
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for stratagems and sudden incursions, t lie 'boys were per- 
mitted to steal from each other : but if they were caught in, 
the fact, they were punished for their want of dexterity* 
Such a permission, therefore, was little better than a prohi- 
bition of theft since the punishment followed, as at present, 
in case of detection* In fact, by this institution, negligence 
in the possessor was made justly liable to the loss of the 
possessions, a consideration which has not been sufficiently 
attended to by subsequent legislators* 

4 At twelve years old, the boys were removed into other 
classes, of a more advanced kyjd. There, m order to crush 
the seeds of vice, which at that time began to appear, the if 
Labour and discipline were encreased with their age. There 
they had their instructor from among the men, called Pae- 
donotnua, and under him the Irens, young men selected 
from their own body, to exercise a more constant and im- 
mediate command over them. They had now their skir- 
mishes between parlies, and their mock fights between 
larger bodies. In these they often fought with hands, feet, 
teeth, and nails, with such obstinacy, that it was common 
to see them loose their eyes, and often their lives before the 
fray was determined* Such was the constant discipline of 
their minority, which lasted till the age of thirty, before 
which they were not permitted to many, to -go into the 
troops, or to bear any office in the state. 

With regard to the virgins, their discipline was equally 
strict with the former. They were inured to a cou*ant 
course of labour and industry until they were twenty years 
old, before which time they were not considered marriage- 
able. They had also their peculiar exercises. They ran, 
wrestled, pitched the bar, and performed all these feats 
naked before the whole body of the citizens. Yet this was 
thought no way indecent, as it was supposed that the fre- 
quenf view of the person would rather check than excite 
any looser appetite*. An education so manlike did not fail 
to produce in the Spartan women corresponding sentiments* 
They were bold, frugal, and patriotic, tilled with a sense 
of honour, and a love of military §loYy. Some foreign 
women in conversation with the wife of Leon u] as saying, 
that the Spartan women alone knew how to govern the, 
men, she boldly replied, * The Spartan women alone bring 
ioith men.' 

A mother was known to give her son, who was going, 
n battle, his shield, with this remarkable advice : Return 
villi it % or return uficn it* Implying, that rather than throw 
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it from him in flight, he should become upon it dead to 
his friends in Sparta. 

Another, hearing that her son was killed fighting- for 
his country, she answered "without any emotion, « It was for 
that I brought him into the world.' After the battle of 
*Leuctra, the parents of those who died in the action, went 
to the temples to thank the gods, that their sons had done 
their duty, while those, whose children survived that dread- 
ful day, seemed inconsolable. 

Yet it must not be concealed, that in a city where the 
tvoroen were inspired with s*ch a passion for military glory, 
they were not equally remarkable for connubial fidelity. 
In fact, there was no law against adultery, and an exchange 
of husbands was often actually practised among them. This 
'was always indeed by the mutual consent of parties, which 
removed the tedious ceremonies of a divorce. One reason 
assigned for allowing this mutual liberty, was not so much 
to gratify licentious desire, as to improve the breed of citi- 
zens, by matching such as were possessed *o£ tnntual incli- 
nation. In fact, jn many of the laws of Lyctfrgus he seems 
to admit, that private vices may becsme pifblic benefits, 
and this among the number. Besides these constitutional 
regulations, there were many other general maxims laid 
down, that obtained the force of laws among vhem* They 
were forbid to exercise any mechanic art The chief oo 
cupations of the Spa(*dn3 were bodiiy exercises or hunting. 
The Helotes, who had lost their liberty some centuries 
before, and who Had been condemned to perpetual slavery, 
'tilled their lands for them, receiving for their labour a bare 
subsistence. The citizensthus possessed of competence and 
leisure, were mostly in company in their large common 
halls, where they ntet and conversed together. They passed 
little of their time alone, being accustomed to tive like bees, 
always together, always attentive to their chiefs and lead- 
ers. The love ortheirxountry and the public' good was 
their predominant passion : and aHself-i rite rest was lost in 
the general Wish for the welfare of the community. Peda- 
ratus having missed the honour of being chosen of the three 
hundred who had a certain rank in the city, converted his 
disappointment into joy, that there were three hundred better 
jnen in Sfiartaylhan he. 

Among the maxims of their legislator, it was forbidden 
them to make frequent war upon the same enemies. By 
►this inhibition they were restrained from Jasting and immo- 
derate resentment, they were in no danger of teaching their 
discipline to those they made war upon, and all their alli- 
♦anGes were thus more frequently renewed. 
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Whenever they had broken and routed their enemies* 
they never pursued them farther than was necessary to 
make themselves sure of victory.. They thought it suffi- 
ciently glorious to overcome, and were, ashamed of destroy- 
ing an enemy that yielded or fled. Nor was this without 
answering some good purposes; for the enemy, conscious 
that all who resisted were put to the sword, often fled, at 
they were convinced that such a conduct was the surest 
means of obtaining safety* Thus valour and generosity 
seemed the ruling motives of this new institution* . Arms 
were their only exercise and employment, and their life was 
much less austere in the camp than in the city. The Spar* 
tans were the only people in the world to whom the time 
of war was a time of ease and refreshment: because then . 
the severity of their manners was relaxed, and the men were 
indulged in greater liberties. With them the first, and most . 
inviolable law of war -was never to turn their backs on the 
enemy, however (tispcopoctioned.in force, nor to deliver up . 
their arms until they resigned them with life- When the 
poit A re h Hoc h us came to Sparta he was obliged to quit the 
city for having asserted in one .of his poems, that it was . 
better for a man to lose his arms than his life. Thus re- 
solved upon conquest or death, they went calmly forward . 
with all the confidence of success, sure of meeting a glori- 
ous victor)', or, what they valued equally, a i>oble death* . 

Thus depending upon tlnir valour alone for safety,. 
' their legislator forbid walling the city. Jt was his maxim 
thai a wall of men was preferable to a wail, of bricks* and 
that .confined valour was sjcance preferable to cowardice* . 
Indeed a city, in which wei*e thirty thousand fighting -men, 
stood in little need of walls to protect it ; and we have 
scarce an instance in. history, of their suffering themselves , 
to be driven to their last .retreats. War and its' honours 
was their employment and -ambitVqti. Their Helotes, or 
slaves* tilled their grounds* and did all their servile drud- 
gery. These unhappy men were in a manner bound to the 
soil, it was not lawful to sell them to strangers ; or to 
make them free. Jf at any time their increase became in-* 
convenient, or .created a suspicion in their fierce masters^ 
there was a diabolical cryptia % or secret act, by which theyi 
were permitted* to destroy them. "From this barbarQUs.se-> 
verity., however, X»your.gus is acquitted by Plutarch,; but .." 
it is plain.: that his institutions were not sufficient to 
restrain the .people from such baseness and cruelty- It' 
was by this abominable act. allowed for several con^paniesr 
of young men to ,go out. of the city by day, •u^^onc.Qaling 
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'ihemselves in the thickets, to rush out in the night upon 
their slaves, and kill all they could find in their way* Thu- 
cydides relates, that two thousand of these slaves disap- 
peared at once "without ever after being heard of. It is 
truly amazing, how a people like the Spartans, renowned 
for lenity to the conquered, for submission to their supe- 
riors, for reverence to old age, and friendship for each 
•other, should yet be so horribly brutal to those beneath 
them, to men that ought to be considered in every respect 
as their equals, as their countrymen, and only degraded 
by an unjust usurpation. Yet nothing is more certain than 
their cruel treatment; they were not only condemned 
to the most servile occupations, but 'often destroyed with- 
out reason. They were frequently made drunk and ex- 
posed before the children, in order to deter them from so 
brutal a species of debauchery. 

Such was the^eneral>purport oftthe institutions of Ly« 
curgus, which, from their tendency, gained the esteem 
and admiration of all the surrounding nations. The Greeks 
were ever apt to be dazzled rather with splendid than use- 
ful virtues; and praised the laws of Lycurgus, which at 
best were calculated to make men war- like than happy,, and 
to substitute insensibility to enjoyment. If considered in 
a political light, the city of Lacedaemon was but a military 
garrison, supported by the labour of a numerous peasant- 
ry that were slaves. The laws, therefore, by which they 
were governed, are not much more rigorous than many of 
the military institutions of modern princes. The same la- 
bour, the same discipline, the same poverty, and the same 
subordination, is found in many of the garrisoned towns of 
Europe that prevailed for so many centuries in Sparta.— 
The only difference that appears to me between a soldier 
ofLaced&mon, and a soldier in garrison at Graveiines, is, 
that the one was permitted to marry at thirty, and the 
other is obliged to continue single all hts life : the one lives 
in the midst of a civilized country, which he is supposed 
to protect; the other lived in the midst of a number of 
•civilized states, which he had no inclination to offend. 
War is equally the trade of both : and a campaign is.fre- 
' tyaently a relaxation from the more rigorous confinement 
of garrison duty. 

When Lycurgus had thus completed his military in- 
stitution, and when the form of government he had esta- 
blished seemed strong and vigorus enough to support itself, 
fiis nefxt care was to give it all the permanence in his pow- 
der. *Ht,t therefore ,«• signified to the- people * that something 
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was under the necessity of going to consult the oracle 
at Delphos for its advice. In the mean time, he per- 
suaded them to take an oath -for the .strict observance 
of all his laws till his return, and then departed with a full 
resolution of never seeing Sparta more* When he was 
arrived at Delphos, he consulted the oracle to know whe- 
ther the laws he had made were sufficient to render the La- 
cedaemonians happy ; and being answered, that nothing 
was wanting to their perfection) he sent this answer to Spar- 
ta, and then voluntarily starved himself to death* Others 
say, that he died in Crete, ordering his body to be burn- 
ed, and his ashes to be thrown into the sea. The deajh of 
this great lawgiver gave a sanction and authority fo his laws 
which his life was unable to confer* The Spartans regard- 
ed his end as the* most. glorious of all his actions, a noble 
finishing of all hivformer Services ; they considered them- 
selves as bound by every tie of gratitude and religion to a 
strict observance of all his institutions : and the long con- 
tinuance of-the Spartan government is a proof of their per- 
severing resolution. 

The Lacedfemons thus constituted, seemed only desi- 
rous- of an opportunity of displaying the superiority of their 
power among the neighbouring states, their rival*. The 
war between them and the Messenians soon taught them to 
know the advantages of their military institutions ;* but as 
I am hastening to more important events, 1 vill touch up- 
on this as concisely as I can. There was a temple of Diana 
common to the Messenians and Lacedaemonians, standing 
upon the borders of either kingdom* It was there that the 
Messenians were accused of attempting the chastity of some 
Spartan virgins ; and of killing Teieculus, one of the Spar- 
tan kings, who interposed in their defence. The Messe- 
nians, on the other hand, denied the charge, and averred 
that these supposed virgins were young men thus dressed 
up with daggers under their clothes, and. placed thereby 
Telcci»lus with an intent to surprize them. To the mutual 
resentment occasioned by this, another cause of animo- 
sity was soon after added : Polychares, a Messenian, 
who had won the prize in the Olympic games, let out some 
cows to pasture to Euph&nus, a Lade daemon i an, who was 
to pay himself for their keeping with a share of the increase* 
Euphsenus sold the cows, and pretended they were stolen 
from him. Polychares s 4 ent his son to demand the money.; 
but the Lacedaemonian, to aggravate his crime, killed the 
young man, and persuaded his. countrymen to give no re- 
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dress. Polydhares, therefore) undertook to do himself jo*- 
*icc, and killed all the Lacedaemonians that .came in. his 
<way. Expostulations passed between both kingdoms, till 
at last the affair came to a general war, w<hich was carried 
on for many years, w»ith doubtful success* Jn this situation 
the Messenians sent to consult the •oracle of Delphos, who „ 
required the sacrifice of a virgin of the -family of jEpytus. , 
Upon casting lots among the descendants of this prince* 
the chance fell upon the daughter of Lycisus: but being 
thought to be suppositious, Aristodemus offered his daugh- 
ter, whom all allowed Xo be his own. Her lover, however, 
attempted to avert £he blow, by asserting, that she was with 
child by biro, but her father was so enraged, that he ripped 
Aip her belly with his own hand publicly to vindicate her in- 
nocence. 1 he enthusiasm which this sacrifice produced* 
served for a while to give the Messenians the advantage : 
but being at last overthrown and besieged in the city of 
Ithoe, Aristodemus, finding all thing3 desperate, slew him- 
self upon his daughter's grav.e. With him fell the king- 
dom of Messenia, not without a most obstinate resistance 
and many a defeat of the Spartan army, which they held 
thus engaged for above twenty years. Nor must we omit 
one memorable transaction of the Lacedaemonians during 
this war : having drained their city of all its male inhabi- 
tants, and obliged^ themselves by oath not to return until 
their designs were Accomplished; their women, in the mean 
time, remonstrated, that from their long absence all poste- 
rity would be at an end. To remedy this inconvenience* 
they detached fifty of their most promising young men from 
the army to go to Sparta, and to lie promiscuously with all 
the young women they fancied. The offspring of these vir- 
gins were, from them, called Partheniae; who finding them- 
selves contemned and slighted by the Spartans on their 
return, joined, some years after, in an insurrection with the 
Helotes; but were soon suppressed. Being expelled the' 
state f they went under the conduct of their captain, Philan- 
tus, and settled at Tarentum, in Italy. 

After a rigorous subjection of thirty-nine years, the 
Messenians, once more, made a vigorous struggle for free- 
dom, being headed by Aristomenes, a young man of great 
courage and capacity. The success of the first engagement 
was doubtful ; and the Lacedaemonians being advised by 
the oracle to send for a general from among the Athenians* 
this politic state sent them Tyrtaeus, a poet and schoolmas- 
ter, wtiose chief business waB to harrangue and repeat his- 
own verses. The Spartans were .little pleased with their 
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obedient to bis commands. Their success, however, did 
not seem to improve with their duty ; they suffered a defeat 
from Aristomeoes, who losing his shield in ihe pursuit their 
total overthrow was presented. A sccox>d and a third de- 
feat followed soon after; so that the Lacedemonian*, quite 
dispirited, had thoughts of concluding a peace upon any 
terms ; bat Tyrtxus so enfiamed them by his orations and 
songs in praise of military glory, that they resolved upon 
another battle, in which they were victorious ; arid, soon 
after, Aristomenes was taken prisoner in a >ki;mish, with 
"fifty of his followers. 

The adventures of this hero deserves our notice* Being 
carried prisoner to Sparta, he was thrown into a deep dun* 
geon which had been used for the execution of maJe factors, 
and his fifty soldiers with him* They were bII killed, by 
the fall, except Aristomenes, who finding a wild berst at the 
bottom preying upon a- carcase, he secured the animal's 
mouth* and continued to hold by the tail, until the beast 
made directly to its hole. There, finding the issue too nar- 
row, he was obliged to let go his hold ; but following the 
track with his eye, he perceived a glimmering from above, 
and at length wrought his way out. After this extraordi- 
nary escape, he repaired immediately to his troops; and, 
*t "their .head, made a successful sally, by niglil, against the 
Corinthian forces. Nevertheless he was once more, shortly 
after, taken by some Cretans.; but his keepers being made 
drunk, he stabbed them with their own daggers, and re- 
turned to his forces* But his single valour was not sufficient 
to avert the* ruin of his country ; although, with his own 
single prowess, he had thrice earned the Uecatomphonia, 
a sacrifice due to those who had killed one hundred of the 
enemy hand to hand in battle. The body of his forces be- 
ing small, and fatigued with continual duty, the city of 
Eira, which he defended, was taken ; and the Messenians 
were obliged to take refuge with Anaxiias, a prince . M 
of Sicily. As for Tyrt*eus, the Lacedaemonians \*l!^* 
made him free of their city, which was the highest 33 * 0# 
honour they had in their power to bestow. By the acces- 
sion of the Messenian country to the territory of Sparta, 
this state became one of the most powerful of all Greece, 
and was second only to Athens, which state it always con* 
sidered ^tfith an eye of jealousy. 
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CHAP. IIL 

f)f the Government of A then* ^ the Lam of Solon^ and the 
History of the -Republic from the time of Solon to the 
•commencement of the Fenian War* 

WE now return to Athens. Codrus, the last king of 
this state, having devoted himself for the good of his coun- 
try, a magistrate, under the title of Archon, was appointed 
to succeed him. The firrt who bore this office was Medon, 
the son of the late king, who, being opposed by his brother 
N ileus, was .preferred by the oracle, and accordingly in* 
rested with his new dignity. This majistracy was at first 
^for life ; it was soon altar reduced to a period of ten years* 
and at last became annual ; and in this state it continued 
for near^hree hundred years. During this inactive govern- 
ment little offers to adorn the page of history ; the spirit 
of extensive dominion had net as yet entered into Cireece, 
and the citizens were too much employed in their private 
intrigues 7 to attend to foreign concerns* Athens, therefore, 
continued, a long time incapable of enlarging her power; 
content with -safety amidst the contending interests of aspir- 
ing potentates and factious citizens. 

A desire of being governed by written laws, zt last 
* *. made way for a new change in government. For 
3380 * more tnan a century| they had seen the goad ef- 
fects of laws in the regulation of the Spartan com- 
monwealth 4 and, as they were a m«re enlightened people 
they expected greater advantages from a new institution. 
In the choice-, therefore, of a legislator, they pitched up- 
on Draco, a man of acknowledged wisdom, and unshaken in- 
tegrity 4 but rigid even beyond human sufferance. It does not 
appear, that any slate of Greece was possessed of written 
laws before his time. However, he was Dot afraid to enact the 
most severe laws, which laid the same penalties on the 
most attrocious and the most trifling offences. These laws 
which punished .all -crimes with death, and which were 
said not to be written with ink, but With blood, were too 
cruel to be .duly and justly administered. Sentiments of 
humanly in the judges, compassion for the accused, when 
his fault was not equal to his suffering, the unwillingness 
of witnesses to exact too cruel an atonement, itoetr fears 
also of the resentment of the people ; all these conspired lot 
render thelaws obsolete, before -they Could well be put into 
.execution. Thus, the new laws counteracted their own 
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purpose ; and their excessive rigour paved the way for the 
most dangerous impunity. 

It was in this distressful state of the commonwealth) 
that Solon was applied to for his advice and assistance, as 
the wisest and justest man of all Athens. His great learning 
had acquired him the reputation of being the first of the 
seven wise men of Greece ; and his known humanity pro- 
cured him the love and veneration of every rank among his 
fellow-citizens. Solon was a native of Sal a mis, an island 
dependent on Athens ; but which had revolted, to put it- 
self under thf power of the Megareans. In attempting to 
recover this island, the Athenians had spent much blood 
and treasure , untill, at last, wearied out with such ill suc- 
cess, a law was made rendering it capital ever to advise the 
recovery of their lost possession. Solon, however, under- 
took to persuade them to another trial ; and, feigning him- 
self mad, ran about the streets, using the most violent 
gestures and language ; but the purport of all was, up- 
braiding the Athenians for their remissness and effeminacy 
in giving up their conquests in despair. In short he acted 
his part so well, by the oddity of his manner, and the 
strength of his reasoning, that the people resolved upon 
another expedition aganst Salamis ; and, by a stratagem 
of his contrivance, in which he introduced several young 
men upon the island in women's clothes, the place was 
surprised, and added to the dominion of Athens. 

But this was not -the only occasion on which he exhi- 
bited superior address and wisdom. At a time when Greece 
had carried the arts of eloquence, poetry, and government, 
higher than they had yet been seen among mankind, Solon 
was considered as one of the foremost in each perfection. 
The sages of Greece, whose fame is still undiminished, 
acknowledged his merit, and adopted him as their associ- 
ate. The correspondence between these wise men was at 
once instructive, friendly, and sincere. They were seveti 
in number, namely, Thales the Milesian^ Solon, of Athens* 
Chilo of Lacedaemon, Pittacus of Mitilene, Periander of 
Corinth, Bias and Cleobolus, whose birth places are not 
ascertained. Those sages often visited each other j and 
their conversations, generally turned upon the me*lfods 
of instituting the best form of government, or the arts of 
private happiness. One day when Solon went to Miletos 
to see Thales, the first thing he said, was to express his 
surprise that Thales had never desired to marry, or ha*e 
children. Thales made him no answer, the«, "but a few 
days after, he contrived that a stranger, supposed to ar- 
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rive from Athens, should join their company. Solon, hear 
ing from whence the stranger came, was inquisitive after- 
the news, of his own. city; but was only informed that a. 
young man, died there, ,for whom the whole place was in 
the greatest affliction, as^he was reputed the most promi- 
sing youth in all Athens. "Alas.!" cried Solon, "how 
much is the poor, father of the youth to be pitied I pray 
what was his name ?" " I heard the name," replied the 
stranger, who was instructed for the occasion, "but I have 
forgot it : I only remember that all people talked much 
eChis wisdom and justice. u Every answer afforded new 
matter 0/ trouble* and terror to the inquisitive father; and 
Jae had just strength enough to. ask M£ the youth was not 
the son of Solon ?' * The very same,' replied the stranger... 
At which words Solon shewed all. the marks of the most 
kiconsolable distress. This was the opportunity whichr 
Ttoaies wanted* who took hrm by the hand and said to him, 
with a smile, " comfort yourself my friend, all that has 
been told you is mere fiction, but may serve asa very pro-, 
per answer to. your question, why I never thought proper 
to marry." 

One day, at the court of Periander of Corinth, a ques- 
tion was proposed ; which was the most perfect popular 
government? " That," said Bias, "where the law has.no. 
Superior*" "That," said Thales, " where the inhabitants 
are neither too rich nor too poor. " "That" said Ana- 
charsis, the Scythian, " where virtue- is honored and vice 
detested." " That," saii Pittacus, " where dignities are 
always conferred upon the virtuous, and nt;ver upon the 
base." 4t That," said Cleobolus, " where the citizens fear 
blame, more than, punishment." " That," said. Chilo, 
"where the laws are more regarded' than the orators."* 
But Solon's opinion, seems to have the greatest weight, who 
said, " where an injury done to the meanest subject, is an. 
insult Uipon. the whole constitution." 

Upon a cerfeiin* occasion, when Solon, was conversing: 
with Anacharsis, the Scythian philosopher* about his in- 
tended reformation, in the state.;, "Alas !" cried the Scy- 
thian, " all your laws will be foundto resemble spider's 
" %ebs ; the 'weak and amalL flies will be caught and en - 
" tangled* but the gceat and powerful w4U always have. 
M strength* enough to break thtoagh. 1 * 

Solon's interview with Croesus king of Lydia* Is still 
more celebrated^ This monarch, who* was reputed the> 
richest of alb Asia. Minoivwas willing to. make an* extent a- 
tious display o£ his, wealth before th& fceekphilo3i^pMr^ 
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and after shewing bim immense heaps of treasurse, and tha 
greatest variety of other ornaments, be demanded whether 
he did not think the possessor the most happy of all man- 
kind. ' No,' replied Solon ; < I know one man more happy, 
a poor peasant in Greece, who is neither in affluence or 
poverty, has but a few wants, and has learned to supply 
them by his labour.* This answer was by no means agree- 
able to the vain monarch, who by his question only, hoped 
for a reply that would tend to flatter his pride. Willing* 
therefore, to extort one still more favourable, he asked, 
* whether at least ho did not think bim happy ?' * Alas I* 
cried Solon, < what man can be pronounced happy before 
he dies ?' The integrity and wisdom of Solon's replies ap- 
peared in the event. The kingdom of Lydfa was invaded 
by Cyrus, the empire destroyed, and Croesus himself taken 
prisoner. When he was led out to execution, according 
to the barbarous manners of the times, he then too late re- 
collected the maxims of Solon, and could not help crying 
out, when on the scaffold, upon Solon's name : Cyrus hear- 
ing him repeat the name with great earnestness, was de- 
sirous of knowing the reason ; and being informed by 
Croesus of that philosopher's remarkable observation, he 
began to fear for himself; pardoned Croesus, and took him 
for the future into confidence and friendship. Thus, Solon 
had the merit of saving one king's life, and of reforming 
another. 

Such was the man to whom the Athenians applyed for 
assistance in reforming the severity of their government ; 
and. instituting a just body of laws. Athens was, at that 
time, divided into as many factions as there were different 
sorts of inhabitants in Attica. Those that lived upon the 
mountains were fond of exact equality ; those that lived in 
the low country were for the dominion of a few, an>d those* 
that dwelt on the sea coasts, and were consequently addict- 
ed to commerce, were for keeping those partles-so exactly 
balanced, as to permit neither to prevail. But, besides 
these, there was a fourth party, and that by much the most 
numerous, consisting wholly of the poor, who were griev- 
ously harrassed and oppressed by the rich ; and loaded with 
debts which they were not able to discharge. This un- 
happy party, which, when they know their own strength, 
must ever prevail, were now determined to throw off the 
yoke of their 'oppressors ; and to chuse themselves a chief, 
who should make a reformation in government, by making 
a new division of lands. „ 

C 
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As Solon had never skied with either, he was regarded 
as the refuge of all : the rich liking him, because he was 
rich; the poor, because he was honest. Though he was, 
at first, unwilling to undertake so dangerous an employ- 
ment, he, at last, suffered himself to be chosen Archon : and 
to be coBStimted supreme legislator with the unanimous 
consent of all. This was a situation in which nothing could 
be add eg 1 to his power;, yet many of the citizens advised 
him to make himself king ; but he had too much wisdom to 
seek after a name, which would render him obnoxious to 
many of bis fellow citizens, while he was, in fact, possessed 
of more than regal authority. A tyranny, he would say, 
resembles a fair garden ; it is a beaut{fu( sfiot while we are 
within : but it wants a way to get out at. 

Rejecting, therefore, the wish of royalty, he resolved 
upon settling a form of government tjiat should be founded 
on t^e basis of just and reasonable liberty* Not venturing 
to meddle, with certain disorders which he looked upon as 
incurable, he undertook to bring about no other alterations 
but such as were apparently reasonable to the meanest ca- 
pacity. In shorty.it was his aim to give the Athenians, not 
the best of possible constitutions ; but the very best they 
were capable of receiving. His first attempt was, therefore, 
in favour of the. poor* whose de.bts he abolished, at once, by 
an express law, of insolvency. But to do this, with the 
least injury he could to the creditor, he raised the value of 
money in a moderate proportion, by which he ndmmally 
increased their riches. But bis management, on this occa- 
sion, had like to have had very dangerous consequences, for 
some of his friends, to whom the scheme had been pre- 
viously communicated, took up vast sums of money while 
it was Idw, in order to be possessed of the difference when 
it became ©f greater value. Solon himself was suspected 
of having a hand in this fraud : but to wipe off all suspicion, 
.he remitted his debtors five, or as others say, fifteen ta- 
lents ; and thus regained the confidence of the people. 

His next step was to repeal all the laws enacted by 
Draco, except those against murder. He then proceeded 
to the regulation of offices, employments, and magistracies, 
all which he left in the hands of the rich. He distributed 
the rich citizens into three classes, rangingthem according 
to their incomes. Those that were found to. havujive hun- 
dred measures yearly, as well in corn as in liquids, were 
placed in -the first rank ; those that had three hundred were 
placed in the second, and those that had but two hundred 
made up the third, All the rest of the citizens whose 
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income fell short of two hundred measures, were compris- 
ed in- a fourth and last class; and were considered as un- 
qualified for any employment whatever. But, to compen- 
sate for this exclusion, he gave every private ci.izen a pri- 
vilege of voting in the great assembly of the whole bedy 
of the. state. This indeed, at first, might appear a conces- 
sion of small consequence ; but it was soon found to <- or. tain 
very solid advantages: for, by the laws of Alliens, it was 
permitted, after the determination of Hie magistrates, to 
appeal to the general assembly of the people ; biicf thus, in 
time, all causes of weight and moment came before them. 
In some measure to counteract the influence of a popular 
assembly, he gave greater weight to the court of Arer.pagn^ 
and also instituted another council consisting' of fjur hun- 
dred. The Areopagus, so called from the place wciv t!.e 
ci*uri was held, h ul been established some centuries before, 
but Solon restored and augmented its ta.t'.o: i'.y. To li.is 
court was committed the care of caubiag the laws to be i ; j- 
served, and put in execution. Eeiore his time, the citizens 
of the greatest probity and justice were made judges of 
that tribunal. Solon was the first, who thought it conven- 
ient that none should be honoured with that digni'.y but 
Sv,ch-as had passed through the office of Archon. Nothing 
was so august as this court; and its reputation for judg- 
ment and integrity became so very great, that the Romans, 
sometimes, referred causes, which were too intricate for 
their own decision, to the determination of this tribunal. 
Nothing was regarded here but truth ; that no external ob- 
jects might prevent justice, the tribunal was held in dark- 
ness ; and the advocates were denied all attempts to work 
upon the passions of the judges. Superior to this, Solon 
instituted the great council of four hundred, who were to 
judge upon appeals from the Areopagus ; and maturely to . 
examine every question, before it came to be debated, in a 
general assembly of the people. 

Such was the reformation in the general institutions 
for the good of the state: his particular laws for dispen- 
sing justice were more numerous. In the first place, all 
persons, who in public dissensions and differences espoused 
neither parly, but continued to act with a bJamabl^t neu- 
trality, were declared infamous, condemned .to perpetual 
punishment, and to have all their estates confiscated. No- 
thing could more induce mankind to a spirit of patriotism 
than this celebrated law. A mind, thus obliged to take nart 
»n public concerns, learns, from habit, to make those con 
corns its principal care, and self-interest quickly sinks before 



them. By this method of accustoming the minds of the peo- 
ple to look upon that man as an enemy, that should appear 
indifferent and unconcerned in the misfortunes of the public, 
he provided the state with^a quick and general resource in 
every dangerous emergency. 

He next permitted every particular person to espouse the 
quarrel of any one, that was injured or insulted. By this 
means, every person in the state became the enemy of him 
•who dicl wrong; and the turbulent thus were : overpowered 
by the number of their opponents. 

He abolished the custom of giving'portions in marriage 
with young women ; unless they were only daughters* The 
bride was to carry no other fortune to her husband than 
three suits of clothes, and some household goods of little 
value. It was his aim to prevent making matrimony a 
tra&c ; he considered it as an honourable connection*, cal- 
culated for the mutual happiness of both parties, and the 
general advantages of the state. 

Before this lawgiver's time, the Athenians were not al- 
lowed to make their wills ; but the wealth of the deceased, 
tiaturally, and of course, devolved upon his children. So- 
lon allowed every one that was childless to dispose of his 
whole estate as he thought fit : preferring, by that means, 
friendship to kindred, and choice to necessity and con- 
straint. From this institution the bond between the pa- 
rents and children became more solid and firm : it confirmed 
the just authority of the one; and enereased the necessary- 
dependence of the other. 

He made a regulation to lessen the rewards to the vic- 
tors at the Olympic and Isthmian games. He considered it 
as unjust, that a set of idle people, generally useless, often 
dangerous to the state, should be alotted those rewards, * 
which should go to the deserving. He wished to see those 
emoluments go to the widows and families of such as fell 
in the service of their country ; and to make the stipend of 
the state honourable, by being conferred only on the brave. 

To encourage industry, the Areopagus was charged 
with the care of examining into every man's method of liv- 
ing; and of chastising all, who led an idle life. The unem- 
ployed were considered as a set of dangerous, and turbulent 
spirits, eager after innovation ; and hoping to amend their 
fortunes from the plunder of the state* To discountenance 
all idleness, therefore, a son was not obliged to support his 
father in old age or necessity, if the latter had neglected 
giving him some tracle or occupation. All illegitimate 
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tf]ifdr£n were also exempted from the same duty, as thejr 
owed little to their parents, except an indelible reproach* 

It was forbidden to give. ill. language in public ; the 
magistrates who . were not- eligible till thirty, were to be 
particularly circumspect in their behaviour ; and it wa» 
even death for an Archoa to be taken drunk. It is obser- 
vable that he made no law against parricide, as supposing; 
it a crime that could never exist in any community. 

With regard to women, he permitted any man to kill 
an adulterer, if he was taken in the fact. He allowed o£ 
public brothels; but prohibited mercen? y prostitutes from 
keeping company with modest women ; and, as a badge of 
distinction,, to wear flowered garments. The men also, 
who were, notorious for frequenting their company, were 
not allowed to speak in public ; and he who forced a wo* 
man incurred a very heavy fine. 

These were the chief institutions of this celebrated- 
law-giver ; and although neither so striking, nor yet so well 
authorised as those of L^curgus, they did not fail to ope- 
rate for several succeeding ages ; and seemed to gather 
strength by observance. After he had framed these insti- 
tutes, his next care was to. give them such notoriety that 
none could plead ignorance. To this end transcripts of 
them were ^*ing up in tne city jfor everyone to peruse,. 
while a set of magistrates, named Thesmothetae, were ap- 
pointed to revise them carefully ; aad distinctly repeat them. 
once a year. Then, in order to perpetuate the statutes, he 
engaged the people, by a public oath, to observe them, re- 
ligiously, at least *for the term of an hundred years. And 
thus having completed the task assigned him, he withdrew* 
from the city to avoid the importunity of some, and the cap- 
tious petulence of others. For, as he well knew, it was 
hard, if not impossible to please all. 

Solon being thus employed Ojiv< his travels in visiting-. 
F.gypt, Lydia, and several other countries, left Athens to. 
income habituated to his' new institutions; and to try by ex- 
perience, the wisdom of their reformation* But it was not. 
easy for a city, long torn by civil dlsseniions, to yield im- 
plicit obedience to. ai\y "laws, how wisely soever framed., 
Their former animosities began to revive, when that autho- 
r tty was removed, which alore could bold, the m in subjec- 
'ion. The -factions of the state were headed by three dif- 
ferent loaders, who inflamed the, an.imosky .of the people • 
.v<amst each ojher, hoping by the subversion of ail order, to 
induJge their own private hopes cf aspiring. A per^m,' 
named Lycurgus, was at the head of the people, that inha-- 
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Wted the low country ; Pisistratut declared fo* those, who 
lived in the mountains, and Megacles was the leader of the 
inhabitants upon the sea coast* 

Pisistratus was of these the most powerful. He was 
a* well bred man ; of a gentle and insinuating behaviour; 
ready to succour and assist the poor, whose cause he pre* 
tended to espouse. He was wise, and moderate to his ene- 
mies ; a most artful and accomplished dissembler, and was 
every way virtuous, except in his inordinate ambition. His 
ambition gave the appearance of possessing'qtfalities which 
he really wanted; he seemed the most zealous champion 
for equality among the citizens, while he was actually 
aiming at the entire subversion of freedom ; and he decla- 
red louldy against all innovations, while he was actually 
mfeditating for a change. The giddy multitude, caught by 
these appearances, were zealous in seconding his ^views ; 
and, without examining his motives, were driving head- 
long to tyranny and destruction* , 

It was just at the eve of success, and upon the point of 
being indulged in hts utmost ambition, that Pisistrams had 
the mortification of seeing Solon return, afteVan absence 
Of ten years, apprised of hjs designs, and willing to sub* 
vert his schemes. Sensible, therefore, of his danger, and 
conscious of the penetration of this great law ^iver, the as- 
piring demagogue used all his artifice to conceal all his real 
designs; and, while he' flattered him in public, used every 
endeavour to bring oyer the people to second his interests • 
Solon, at first, endeavoured to oppose art to his cunning' ; 
and to foil him at his own weapons. He praised him in his 
turn ; and was heard to declare, what might have been 
true ; that, excepting the immoderate ambition of Pisis- 
tratus, he knew no man of greater, or more exalted vir- 
tues. Still, however, he set himself to counteract his pro- 
jects; and to defeat his designs, before they were ripe for 
execution. 

> But in a vicious commonwealth, no assiduity can warn, 
jyo wisdom protect. Pisistratus, still urged his schemes, 
with unabating ardour ; and every day made new prose- 
lytes by his professions and his liberalities. At length, 
finding his schemes ripe for open action, he. gave him- 
self several wounds ; and in that condition, with his body- 
all bloody, he caused himself to be carried in his chariot to 
the market-place ; where, by his complaints and eloquence 
he so enflamed the populace, that they considered him as 
the victim of their cause ; and as suffering such cruel treat- 
ment in their defence. Ax\ assembly of the, people ..was, 
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therefore, immediately convened, from whom he demand* 
ed a guard of fifty persons for his future security* It was 
in rain that Solon used all his authority and eloquence to 
oppose so dangerous a request* He considered his suffer- 
ings as merely counterfeited* He compared him to Ulys- 
ses to Homer, who cut himself with similar designs : but 
he alledged* that he did not act th« part right* for the de- 
sign of Ulysses was to deceive his enemies : but that of . 
Pisistratus was levelled against his friends and supporters* 
He upbraided the people with their stupidity, telling them 
that for his own part, he had sense enough to see through 
his design, but they only had strength enough to oppose it* 
His exhortations, however, were vain, the party of Pisis- 
tratus prevailed ; and a guard of fifty men was appointed to 
attend him. This was all he aimed at ; for now having the 
protection of so many creatures of his own, nothing remain- 
ed but insensibly to en crease their number* * Thus, every 
day, his hirelings were seen to augment, while the silent 
fear of the citizens encreased in equal proportion. But it 
was now too late, for having raised the number to put him 
beyond the danger of a repulse, he at length seized upon 
the citadel, white none was left who had courage or conduct 
to oppose* 

In this general consternation, which was the result of 
folly on the one hand, and treachery on the other, the 
whole city was one scene of tumult and disorder ; some 
flying, others only complaining, others preparing for sla- 
very with patient submission* * 

Solon was the only man, who, without fear or shrink- 
ing, deplored the folly of the times, and reproached the 
Athenians with their cowardice and treachery. « You might,* 
saidhe> '.with ease have crushed the tyrant in the bud: 
but nothing now remains, but U> pi nek him up by the 
roots.' As for himself, hi had at least, the satisfaction of 
having discharged his duty to his country and the laws; 
and, as for thereat, he had nothing to feau, and now upon 
the destruction of his country,- his only confidence was in 
his great age, which gave him hopes of not being a long 
survivor. In fact, he did- not survive the liberty of his 
country above two years: he dkd at Cyprus, in the eigh- 
tieth year of his age, lamented and admired by every state 
of Greece. Besides his skill in legislation, Sofon was re- . 
Warkable for several other shining qualifications. He un- 
derstood eloquence in so higlv a degree, that from him Ci- ♦ 
cero dates the origin of eloquence in Athens. He was 
successful aho in poetry ^ and Plato asserts, that it was 
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4mly for want of due application, that he did not come to 
dispute the prize wjth Homer himself. 

The death of Solon only served to involve Athens in 
new troubles and commotions.' Lycurgus and Megacles, 
the leaders of ttye two opposite factions, uniting, drove Pi- 
sistralus out of the city ; but .he was soon after xecaHed by 
Megacles, who gave him his daughter in marriage. New- 
disturbances arose, Pisistratus was twice deposed, and- 
twice found means to reinstate himself for he had. art to. 
acquire power, and moderation to maintain it. The mild- 
ness of his government, and his implicit submission to the 
laws, made the people forget the means by which he ac- 
quired his power ;. -and caught by his lenhy, they over- 
looked his usurpation. His gardens and pleasure grounds 
were free to all the citizens; and he is said to be the first 
who opened a public library at Athens. Cicero is of opinion- 
that Pisistratus first made the Athenians acquainted with the 
books of Homer; that he disposed them in the order in 
which they now remain^ and first caused them to be read 
at the feast called the Panathanea. Iiis justice is not less 
remarkable than his politentss. Being accused of murder, 
though it was in the time of his -tyranny, he went in per- 
son to plead Jiis cans^ before the Areopagus, where his 'ac- 
cuser would not venture to appear. In short, he wais mas- 
ter of many excellent qualities; and perverted them no- 
farther than as they stood in compet'tion with empire. No-* 
thing could be objected to him but his having greater power 
than the laws: but. by not exerting that power he almost 
reconciled the citizens to royalty. Upon these accounts he 
was deservedly opposed to usurpers of fewer virtues, and 
■ there seemed such a resemblance between htm and a more 
succesaful invader of his country's freedom, thatJufius 
Caesar was called 4he Pisi-str<:tus of Rome. 

Pisistratus, dying in tranquility, transmitted the sover- 
eign power to his sons, liippias and Hipparchus, who seem- 
ed to inherit all their father's virtues. A passion for learn- 
ing and its professors, had for some time prevailed in 
Athens ; and thi.s city, which had already far out-gone Ul 
its.cotemporaries in all the arts of refinement, seemed lo> 
submit tamely to kings, who made learning their pride and 
their profession. Anacreon, Simonicles, ana* others, were 
invited to their courts, and richly rewarded. Schools ^er.e 
instituted for the improvement of youth in ihe'ltained pio- 
fessions; and Mercuries were set up in ail the highways, 
with moral sentences writ upon them, for the instruction 
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of the lowest vulgar. Their reign, however, lasted but 
fcighteen years, and end ad upon the following occasion i 

Harmodius and Aristogition, both citizens of Athens, 
had contracted a very strict friendship for each other ; and 
resolved to revenge the injuries which should be committed 
against either, with common resentment. Hipparchus being 
naturally amorous, debauched the sister of Harmodius 4 
and, afterwards published her shame, as she was about to 
walk in one of the sacred processions ; alledging, that she 
was not in a condition to assist at the ceremony. Such a 
complicated indignity naturally excited the resentment of 
two friends, who formed a fixed resolution of destroying the 
tyrants, or falling in the attempt. Willing, however, to 
wait the most favourable opportunity, they deferred their 
purpose to the feast of the Panathanea, in which the cere- 
mony required that all the citizens should attend in armour* 
For their greater security, they admitted only a small num.- 
ber of their friends into the secret of their design; conceiv- 
ing, that upon the first commotion they should not want for 
abettors. Thus resolved, the day being come, they went 
early into the market-place, each armed with a dagger, 
and steadfast to his purpose.. In the mean time, Hippias 
was seen issuing with his followers from the palace, to give 
orders, without the city, to the guards for the intended ce- 
remony. As the two friends continued to follow him at a 
little distance, they perceived one of those to whom they 
had communicated the design, talking very familiarly with 
him, which made them apprehend their plot was betrayed. 
Eager, therefore, to execute their designs, they were pre- 
paring to strike the blow* but recollected that the real ag- 
gressor would thus go unpunished. They once more, there- 
fore, returned into the city, willing 'to begin their revfnge 
upon the author of their indignities- They were not long 
in quest of Hipparchus j, they met him upon their return* 
and rushing upon him, dispatched him with their daggers 
without delay : but were, soon after, themselves slain ift 
Ihe tumult. Hippias hearing of what was done, to pre- 
vent farther disorders, got all these disarmed whom he in 
the least suspected of being privy to the design ; and the A 
meditated revenge. 

Among the friends of the late asser f tors of freedom? was 
one Leon a, a courtesan, who, by the charms of her beauty, 
and her skill in playing on the harp, had captivated some 
of the conspirators, and was supposed to be deeply engaged 
in the design. As the tyrant, for such the late attempt had ' 
rendered him, was conscious that nothing was concealed 



36 

from this'woman, lie ordered her to be put to the torture, 
in order to extort the names of the accomplices. But slie 
bore all the cruelty of their torments with invincible con- 
stancy ; and, lest she should in the agony of her pain be 
induced to a confession, she bit off her own tongue and spit 
it in the tyrant'3 face. In this manner she died faithful to 
the cause of liberty, shewing the world a remarkable ex- 
ample of constancy in her sex-. The Athenians would not 
suffer the memory of so heroic an action to pass into obli- 
vion. They erected a statue to her memory, in which a 
lioness was represented without a tongue. 

In the mean time, Hippias put no bounds to his indig- 
nation. A rebellious* people ever makes a suspicious tyrant. 
Numbers of citizens were put to death ; and to guard him- 
self for the future against a like enterprize, he endeavoured 
to establish hie power by foreign alliances. He gave his 
daughter in marriage to the. son of the tyrant of Lampsa- 
cus; he cultivated a correspondence with Artaphernes, go- 
vernor of Sard is, and he endeavoured to gain the friendship 
of the Lacedaemonians, who were at that time the most 
powerful people of Greece. 

But he was supplanted in those very alliances from 
•which he hoped the greatest assistance.. The family of th« 
Alcmaeonidae, who from the beginning of the revolution had 
been banished from Athens, endeavoured to undermine his 
interests, at Sparta, and they at length succeeded- Being 
possessed of great riches, and also very liberal in their dis- 
tribution, among other public services, they obtained liber^ 
ty to rebuild the temple at Delphos, which they fronted in 
a most magnificent manner with Parian marble* So noble 
a munificence was not without a proper acknowledgement 
of oratitude from the priestess of Apollo, who willing to 
oblige them, made heroracle the echo of their desires- As 
there was nothing, therefore, which this family so ardently 
desired as the downfall of regal power in Athens, the priest- 
ess seconded their intentions ; and whenever the Spartan* 
came to consult the oracle, no promise was ever made of 
the gods' assistance, but upon condition that Athens should 
be set free. This order was so often repented by the ora- 
cle, that the Spartans at last resolved to obey. Their first 
attempts were, however, unsuccessful ; the troops they 
sent against the tyrant were repulsed with loss. A second 
effort succeeded. Athens was besieged ; and the children 
of Hippias were made prisoners, as they were secretly con- 
veying them to a place of safety out of the city. . To redeem 
these from slavery, tfts fathe/ was obliged to come to an 



accommodation, by which he consented to give up his pre 
tensions to the sovereign power ; and to depart out of the 
Athenian territories, in five days. Thus, Athens was once 
more set free from its tyrants ; and obtained its liberty the 
very same year that the kings were expelled from A « f • 
Rome. The family of Alcxinon were chiefly in- q], q j; 
strumental ; but the people seemed fonder of ac- 
knowledging their obligations to the two friends who struck 
the first blow. The names of Harmodius and Aristogiton 
were held in the highest respect in all succeeding ages ; 
and scarce considered inferior even to (he gods themsekes. 
Their statues were erected in the market-place, an honour 
which had never been rendered to any before ; and, gazing 
upon these, the people caught a love for freedom ; and a 
detestation for tyranny, which neither time nor terror* 
could ever after remove. 



CHAP. IV. 

A thort Survey of the State of Greece previous to the Per 
*ian Wat* 

HITHERTO we have seen the states of Greece in 
constant fluctuation ; different states rising, and others 
disappearing ; one petty people opposed to another, and 
both swallowed up by a third. Every city emerging from 
the ancient form of government, which was originally im- 
posed upon it ; and? by degrees acquiring greater freedom 
We have seen the introduction of written Jaws ; and the 
benefits they produced, by giving stability to government. 

During these struggles for power among their neigh- 
bouring btaies, and for freedom at home, the moial scien- 
ces, the arts of eloquence, poetry, arms, were making a 
rapid progress among them ; and those institutions which 
they originally borrowed from the*Egyptians, were every 
day receiving signal improvements, As, Greece was now 
composed of several small republics bordering upon each 
other, and differing in their laws, characters, and customs, 
this was a continual source of emulation ; and every city 
was not only desirous of warlike superiority, but also of 
excelling in aH the arts of peace and refinement. Hence, 
tluy were always under arms; and continually exercised 



in war t while thetr philosophers and poets travelled from 
city to city ; and by their exhortations and songs, warmed 
them with a love of virtue, and with an ardour of military 
glory. These peaceful and military accomplishments rai- 
sed them to their highest pitch of grandeur, and they now 
only wanted an enemy worthy of their arms to shew 
the world their superiority. The Persian monarchy, the 
greatest at that time in the world, soon offered itself as 
their opponent ; and the contest ended with its total sub- 
version. 

But as Greece was continually changing not only its 
government, but its customs : as in one century it present- 
ed a very different picture from what it offered in the pre- 
ceding, it will be necessary to take a second view of this 
confederacy of little republics, previous to their contests 
with Persia: as by comparing their strength with that of 
their opponent, we shall find how much wisdom, discipline 
and valour a e superior to numbers, wealth and ostentation. 

Foremost in this confederacy we- may reckon the city 
of Athens, commanding thfe little state. of Attica, their 
whole dominions scarce exceeding the largest of our En- 
glish counties in circumference. But what was wanting 
in extent was made up by the citizens being inured to war 
and impressed with the highest ideas of their own supe- 
* riority. . , Their orators, their philosophers, and their poets, 
had already given lessons of politeness to mankind: and 
their generals, though engaged only in petty conflicts with 
their neighbours, had begun to practise new stratagems in 
war. There were three kinds of Mn habitants in^ Athens: 
citizens, strangers, and servants* Their number usually 
amounted to twenty-one thousand citizens, ten thousand 
strangers, and from forty to threescore thousand servants. 

A citizen could only be such by birth, or adoption. 
To be a natural citizen of Athens, it was necessary to be 
born of a father and mother both Athenians, arft both free. 
The people could confer the freedom of the city upon 
strangers: and those whom they had so adopted,, enjoyed, 
almost the same rights and privileges as the natural citizens. 
The quality of a citizen of Athens was sometimes granted, 
in honour and gratitude, to those who merited well of the 
state, as to Hippocrates the physician : and even kings, 
sometimes, canvassed that title for themselves and -their 
children. — When the young men attained the age of twen- 
ty, they were enrolled upon the list of citizens, after having 
taken an oath, and in virtue of this they became members 
of the stat^. 
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Strangers, or foreigner*, who came to settle at Athens, 
for the sake of commerce, or of exercising any trade, had 
no share in government, nor votes ia the assemblies of the 
people* They put themselves under the protection of some 
citizen ; and, upon that account, were obliged to render 
him certain duties and services. They paicl a yearly tri- 
bute to the state of twelve drachmas ; and in default of pay- 
ment were made Slaves, and exposed to sale* 

Of servants, there were some free, and others slaves, 
who had been taken in war, or bought of such as trafficked 
in them* The Athenians were as remarkable for their 
lenity to these unhappy men, as the Spartans were noted 
for their fierceness and rigidity. There was even an asy- 
lum for slaves, where the bones of Theseus had been inter* 
red ; and that asylum subsisted for near two thousand years* 
When slaves were treated with too much rigour and inhu- 
manity, they might bring their masters to justice ; who, if 
the fact were sufficiently proved, were obliged to sell them 
to another master* They could even ransom themselves 
against their master's consent, when they had laid up money 
enough for that purpose ; for, out of what they got by their 
labour, after having paid a certain proportion to their mas- 
ters, they kept the remainder for themselves; and made a 
stock of it at their own dispDsal. Private persons, when 
they were satisfied with their services, often gave them 
their liberty ; and when the necessity of the times obliged 
the state to make their greatest levies, they were enrolled 
among the troops; and from thence were ever after free. 

The revenues of this city, according to Aristophanes, 
amounted to two thousand talents, or about three hundred 
thousand pounds sterling. They were generally gathered 
from the taxes upon agriculture ; the sale of woods ; the 
produce of mines ; the contributions paid them by their 
allies; a capitulation levied upon the inhabitants of the 
country, as well natives as strangers, and from fines laid 
upon different. misdemeanors. The application of these 
revenues was in paying the troops, both by land and sea ; 
building and fitting out fleets ; keeping up and repairing 
public buildings ; temples, walls, ports, and citadels. But 
in the decline of, the republic, the greatest part was con- 
sumed in frivolous expences, games, feasts, and showsj 
which cost immense sums; and were of no manner of utility 
to the state. 

But the greatest glory of Athens, was its being the 
school and abode of polite learning, arts, uud sciences, f ho 
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study of poetry, eloquence, philosophy, and mathematics 
began there, and came almost to their utmost perfection. 
The young people were sent first to learn grammar, under 
masters, who taught them regularly, and up«n the princi- 
ples of their own language. Eloquence was studied with 
still greater attention, as in that popular government it 
opened the way to the highest employments. To the study 
of rhetoric was annexed that of philosophy, which compris- 
ed all the sciences ; and in these there were many masters, 
very conversant, but, as is common, their vanity still greater 
than their pretensions. 

Alt the subordinate states of Greece seemed to make 
Athens the object of their imitation ; and though inferior 
to it upon the whole, yet each produced great scholars, 
and remarkable warriors in its turn. Sparta alone took 
example from no other state: but still rigorously attached 
to the institutions of its great lawgiver Lycurgus, it dis- 
dained all the arts of peace, which, while they polished, 
feerved to enervate the mind; and, formed only for war, 
they looked forward to campaigns and battles, as scenes of 
rest and tranquility. All the laws of Sparta and all the 
institutions of Lycurgus, seemed to have no other object 
than war: all other employments, arts, polite learning, 
Sciences, trades, and even husbandry itself, were prohibited 
amongst them. The citizens of Lacedxmon were of two 
sorts, either those who inhabited the city of Sparta* and, 
who for that reason were called Spartans, and those who 
inhabited the country dependent thereon. In the times of 
Lycurgus the Spartans amounted to nine thousand men ; 
the countrymen to thirty thousand. This number was 
rather diminished than increased in succeeding times ; but 
it still composed a formidable body, that often gave laws to 
the rest of Greece. The Spartan soldiers, properly so cal- 
led, were considered as the flower of the nation ; and we 
may judge of their estimation by the anxiety the republic 
expressed, wheri three hundred of them were once taken 
prisoners by the Athenians. 

But notwithstanding the great valour of the Spartan 
fctate, it was formed rather for a defensive than an offensive 
war. Ihey were always careful to spare the troops of their 
country ; and, as they had very little money, were not Jn a 
capacity to send their armies upon distant expeditions. 

The armies, both of Sparta and Athens, Were compo- 
sed of four sorts of troops : citizens, allies, mercenaries, and 
slaves. The greatest number of troops in the two republics 
were composed of allies, who were paid by the cities who 



sent them* Those which received pay from their employ- 
ers were stiled mercenaries. The number of slaves attend- 
ing on every army was very great ; and the Helotes in par- 
ticular, were employed as light infantry. 

The Greek infantry consisted of two kinds of soldiers ; 
the one heavy armed, and carrying great shields, spears, 
and scytnetars; the other light armed, carrying javelins, 
bows, and slings. These were commonly placed in the 
front of the battle, or upon the wings, to shoot their arrows, 
or fling their javelins and stones at the enemy, and then 
retire through the intervals behind the ranks, to dart out 
occasionally upon the retiring enemy. 

The Athenians were pretty much strangers to t cavalry ; 
and the Lacedaemonians did not begin the u*e till after thf 
war with Messene* They raised their horse principally in 
a small city, not far from Lacedsmon, called Sciros ; and 
they were always placed on the extremity of the left wing, 
which post they claimed as their rightful station* 

But to recompence this defect of calvalry, the Athen- 
ians, m naval affairs, had a great superiority over all the 
states of Greece* As they had an extensive sea coast; and 
as the profession of a merchant was held reputable among, 
them, their nayy encreased ; and was at length sufficiently 
powerful to intimidate the fleets of Persia. 

Such were the two states, that in some measure engros- 
sed all t)ie powers of Greece to themselves ; and, though se- 
veral petty kingdoms still held their governments in inde- 
pendence, yet they owed their safety to the mutual jealousy 
of these powerful rivals ; and always found shelter from the 
one against the oppressions of the other* Indeed the dissimi- 
larity of their habits, manners, and education, served as well 
to divide these two stales* as their political ambition* The 
Lacedaemonians were severe, and seemed to have something 
almost brutal in their character. A government too rigid, . 
and a life too laborious, rendered their tempers haughtily 
sullen, and untractable* The Athenians were, naturally, 
obliging and agreeable, cheerful among each other, and hu- 
mane to their inferiors: but they were restless, unequal, ti- 
morous friends, and capricious protectors* From hence, 
neither republic could sufficiently win over the smaller states 
of Greece to their interests; and although their ambition < 
would not suffer the country to remain in repose, yet their 
obvious defects were always a bar to the spreading their do- 
minion. Thps the mutual jealousy of these states kept 
them both in constant readiness for war, while their com- 
mon defects kept the .lesser states independent. .. 



43 

CHAP. V. 

From the expulsion of Hifipia* to the death of Darius. 

IT was in this disposition of Athens and Sparta, and 
•f the lesser states, their neighbours, that the Persian mo- 
narchy began to interest itself in their disputes ; and made 
itself an umpire in their contentions for liberty, only to 
seize upon the liberties of all. It has been already related, 
that Hippi&s being besieged in Athens, and his children 
being taken prisoners; in order to release them, he con- 
sented to abdicate the sovereign power, and to leave the do- 
minions of Athens in five days* Athens, however, in re- 
covering its liberty, did not enjoy that tranquility, which 
freedom is thought to bestow. Two of the principal citizens, 
' Calisthenes, a favourite of the people, and Isagoras, who 
was supported by the rich, began to contend for that power 
which they had, but a little before, joined in depressing. 
The former, who was become very popular, made- ah alter- 
ation in the form of their establishment ; and, instead of 
four tribes, whereof they before consisted, enlarged their 
numbers to ten. He also instituted the manner of giving 
votes by Ostracism, as it was called. The manner of per- 
forming this, was for every citizen, not under sixty years 
old, to give in a name written upon a tile, or oystershelI, y 
(from whence the method of voting had its name) and he 
upon whom the majority fell was pronounced banished for 
ten years. These laws, evidently calculated- to encrease 
the power of the people, were so displeasing to Isagoras, 
that, rather than submit, he had recourse to Cleomenes 
king of Sparta, who undertook to espouse his quarrel. In 
fact, the Lacedasmonians only wanted a favourable pretext 
for lessening and destroying the power of Athens, which, 
in consequence of the command of the oracle, they had so 
lately rescued them from tyranny. CUomenes, therefore, 
availing himself of the divided state of the city, entered 
Athens, and procured the banishment of Calisthenes, with 
seven hundred families more, who bad sided with him in 
the late commotions. Not content with this, he endea- 
voured to new model the state ; but being strongly opposed 
by the senate, he seized upon the citadel, from whence, 
however, in two days he was obliged to retire. Calisthenes 
perceiving the enemy withdrawn, returned with his follow- 
ers; and finding it vain to make any farther attempts for 
power, restored the government as settled by Solon. 



In the mean time, the Lacedemonians repenting the 
services they had rendered their rival state, and perceiving 
the imposture of the oracle, by which they were thus im- 
pelled to act against their own interests, began to think of 
reinstating Hippias on the throne. But, previous to their . 
attempt, they judged it prudent to consult the subordinate 
states of Greece, and to see what hopes they fed of their 
concurrence and approbation. Nothing, however, could 
be more mortifying than the universal detestation with 
which their proposal was received by the deputies of the 
state&of Greece* The deputy of Corinth expressed the ut- 
most indignation at the design ; and seemed astonished 
that the Spartans, who were the avowed enemies of tyrants 
should thus espouse the interests of one noted for cruelty 
and usurpation*. The rest of the states warmly seconded 
his sentiments, and the Lacedemonians, covered with con- 
fusion and. remorse, abandoned Hippias and his cause for. 
ever after*. 

Hippias, being trhus frustrated in his hopes of exciting 
the Greeks to second his pretensions, was resolved to have 
recourse to one, who was considered as a much more pow- 
erful patron* Wherefore, taking hisleave of the Spartans 
he applied himself to Artaphernes,. governor of Sard is, for 
the king of Persia, whom he endeavoured by evary art 
to engage in a war against Athens*. He represented to him , 
the divided state of the city : ; lie enlarged upon its riches, 
end the happiness of 4ts situation for trade : he added the 
ease with which it might be taken, and the glory that would; 
attend succcess*. Influenced by these motives, the pride . 
and .the avarice, of the* /Persian court were, eoflamed, and*, 
nothing was so. ardently sought as the pretext of a dispute 
with the Athenians. Wheft, therefore, that city- sent tojthe 
Persian court to. vindicate their proceedings* ailed ging 
that Hippias deserved no countenance from so great a peo- 
ple ; the. answer returned was, That if the Athenians' would ; 
be safe, they must admit Hippias for their king. Athens ha- 
ving so lately thrown off the yoke, had too lively a sense of its v 
past calamities to accept safely upon such base conditions : 
and resolved ta suffer the lastextremity rather than open their 
gates to aty rant. When Artaphernes, therefore, demanded the . 
restoration of Hippias, the Athenians boldly returned him 
a downright and absolute refusal* From this arose the, war 
between Greece and Persia, one of the most glorious, and 
the most remarkable, that ever graced the annals of king- 
doms* . 
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irreconcileable aversion for each other. The Greek colo- 
nies of Ionia, iEolia, and Caria, that were settled for above 
five hundred years in Asia Minor, were at length subdued 
by Crcesus king of Lydia ; and he in tarn, sinking under 
the power of Cyrus, his conquests of course fell in. with the 
rest of his dominions. The Persian monarch thus possess- 
ed of a very extensive territory, placed governors over the 
several cfties that were thus subdued ; and as men bred up 
in- a despotic court, were likely enough to imitate the ex- 
ample %et them at home, it is probable enough they abused 
their power. Be this as it may, in all the Greek cities 
they were called Tyrants ; and as these little states had not 
yet lost all idea of freedom, they took every opportunity to 
recover their liberty, and made many bold, but unsucces- 
fui struggles in that glorious cause/ The Ionians particu- 
larly, who bore the greatest sway among them, let no oc- 
casion slip, which promised the smallest hopes of shaking 
off the Persian yoke. 

That which favoured their designs upon the present oc- 
casion, was the expedition of Darius into Scythta, . into 
which country he sent a numerous army, laying *a bridge 
over the river Isther for that purpose. The Ionians were 
appointed to guard this important pass ; but were advised 
by Miltiarles, whom we shall afterwards find performing 
nobler exploits,, to break down the bridge, and thus cut off 
the Persian retreat. The Ionians, however, rejected his 
council : and Darius returned with his army into Europe, 
where he added Thrace and Mace don to the number of his 
conquests. ' 

Histiseus, the tyrant of Miletos, and the person who 
opposed the advice of Miltiades, being of an ambitious 
and intriguing disposition, was willing to lesson the merit 
of all his cotemporaries, in order to enhance his own : 
but he was deceived in his expectations of success ; from 
these schemes Darius justly suspecting *his fidelity, took 
him with him to Susa, under pretence of using his friend- 
ship and advice, but in reality of preventing his future ma- 
chinations at home. But Histiaeus saw too clearly the cause 
of his detention, which he regarded as a specious impri- 
sonment : and therefore took every opportunity of secretly 
exciting the Ionians to a revolt, hoping that himself might, 
one day, be sent to bring them to reason. 

Aristagoras was at that time^statesman's deputy at MU 
letus, and received the instructions Of his master to stir up 
the Ionian cities to revolt with the utmost alacrity. In fact, 
from a late failure of this general upon Naxos,. his^predit 



wad ruined at the Persian court : and no alternative remain- 
ed for him, but to comply with the advice of ^iistiaus in 
stirring up a revolt ; and of trying to place himself at the 
head of a new confederacy* 

The first step A rist agora s took to engage the affections 
of the Ionian s, was to throw up his power in Miletus, 
where he was deputy, and to reinstate that little place in 
all its former freedom. He then made a journey through 
all Ionia, where, by his example, his credit, and perhaps 
his menaces, he induced every other governor tofimitate 
his example. They all complied-, the more cheerfully, as 
the Persian power, since the check it had received in Scy*. 
tbia, was the less able to punish their revolt, or to protect 
them in their continued attachment. . Having thus united 
all these little states by the consciousness of one common 
offence, he then threw off the mask, declaring himself at 
the head of the confederacy, and bid defiance to the power 
of Persia. n 

To enable himself to carry on the war with more vi- 
gour, he went^in the beginning of the following year, to 
Lace daemon, in order to engage that state in his interests.; 
and engage it in a war with a power, that seemed overy day 
to threaten ,the general liberty of Greece. Cleomenes was 
at that time king of Sparta, and to him Aristagoras applied 
for assistance, in what he represented as* the common 
cause* He represented to him, that the Ionians and Lace- 
daemonians were countrymen ; that it would be for the 
honour of Sparta to concur with him in the design he had 
formed for restoring the Ionians to their liberty ; that the 
Persians were enervated by luxury; that their riches would 
serve to reward the conquerors, while nothing was so easy 
as their overthrow* Considering the, present spirit of the 
Ionians, it would not be difficult, he said, for the victorious 
Spartans to carry their arms even to the gates of Susa, the 
metropolis of 4 he Persian empire ; and thus give laws to 
those who presumed to call themselves fhe sovereigns of 
the world. Cleomenes desired time to consider this propo- 
sal ; and being bred up in Spartan ingnorance, demanded 
how far it was from the Ionian sea to Susa? Aristagoras, 
without considering the tendency of the question, answered, 
that it might be a journey of three months. Cleomenes 
made no answer; but turning his back upon so great an 
adventurer, gave orders that before sun -set he should quit 
the city.' Still, however, Aristagoraayja/llowed him lo his 
house; and finding the in, efficacy of |Kis eloquence, tried 
what bis offers ot wealth could do. ||e at first offered turn 
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. But there were more causes than one tending 1 to make 
a breach between these powerful nations, and producing an 
ten talents ; he then raised the sum to fifteen ; and it is 
unknown what effect such a large sum might have had 
upon the Spartan, had not his daughter, a child of nine 
years old, who was accidently present at the proposal, cried 
out, Fly father, or this stranger will corruflt you. This ad- 
vice, given in the moment of suspence, prevailed ; Cleo* 
menes refused his bribes ; and Aristagoras went to sue at 
other cities, where eloquence was more honoured, and 
wealth more alluring. 

Athens was a city where he expected a more favourable 
reception. Nothing could be more fortunate for his inter- 
ests than his arrival at the very time they had received the 
peremptory message from the Persians to admit their ty- 
rant, or to fear the consequences of their disobedience* 
The Athenians were, at that time, all in an uproar ; and 
the proposal of Aristagoras met with the most favourable 
reception. It was much easier to impose upon a multitude 
than a single person, the whole body of citizens engaged 
immediately to furnish twenty ships to assist his designs; 
and to these, the Eretrians and Eubeans added five more. 
Aristagoras, thus supplied, resolved to ackwith vigour; 
and having collected all his forces together, set sail for 
Ephesus; where, leaving his fleet, he entered, the Persian 
frontiers, and marched by land to Sardis, the capital city of 
Lydia. Artaphernes, who resided there as the Persian 
viceroy, finding the city untenable, resolved to secure him- 
self in the citadel, which he knew could not easily be forced. 
As most of the houses of this city were built with reeds, 
and consequently very combustible, one of the houses being 
set on fire by an Ionian soldier, the flames quickly spread 
to all the rest. Thus the whole town was quickly reduced 
to ashes, and numbers of the inhabitants slain. But the 
Persians were soon avenged for this unnecessary cruelty ; 
for, either recovering themselves from their former panic, 
or being reinforced by the Lydians* they charged the I Om- 
an s in a body, and drove them back with great slaughter. 
Nor was the pursuit discontinued even as far as Ephesus ; 
where the vanquished and the victors arriving together, a 
great* carnage ensued ; and but a small part of the routed 
army escaped, which took shelter aboard the fleet, or -in the 
neighbouring cities. Other defeats followed after, this. 
The Athenians intimidated with such axomipenoement of 

ill success, could not be persuaded to continue the war* 

The Cyprians were obliged once more** to submit to the 
Persian yoke. The Ionians lost more of thjjfcr towns one 
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after the other; and Aristag^ras, flying into Thrace, was 
cut off by the inhabitants with all his forces. 

In the mean time* Histixus, who was the original cause 
of all these misfortunes, finding that he begnji to be sus- 
pected in Persia, left that court, under a pretence of going 
to quell those troubles, which he had all along secretly 
fomented: but his duplicity of conduct rendered him now 
suspicious to either party. Artaphemes, the Persian vice- 
roy, plainly accused him of treachery ; while his ow^Mile- 
sians refused to admit him as their master. Thus waver- 
ing, uncertain, and not knowing where to turn, having pick- 
ed up a few scattered remains of the routed armies, he fell 
in with Harpagus, one of the Persian generals, who routed 
his forces, and made Histiaeus himself a prisoner. Being 
sent to Artaphemes, that inhuman commander immediately 
caused him to be crucified ; and ordered his head to be sent 
to Darius, who received the present with that disgust, 
which evinced his superior humanity. He wept over it with 
a friendly sorrow ; and ordered that it should receive honor- 
able interment. 

Iri the mean time, the affairs of the Ionian confederacy 
every day became more desperate. The Persian generals 
finding that Miletos 'was the'city which they chiefly de- 
pended on, resolved to march thither with all their forces ; 
concluding, that haying carried that city, all the rest would 
submit of course. The I on tans having intelligence of this 
design, determined in a general assembly, to make no op- 
position by land, -where the Persians were too powerful ; 
but to fortify Miletos, and exert all their efforts by sea, where 
they hoped for the advantage from tieir superior skill in 
naval evolutions. They accordingly assembled a fleet of 
three hundred ships, at a little island over against Miletos: 
and on the superiority of this fleet they placed their whole 
reliance. But the Persian gold effected what their arms 
were unable to compass. Their emissaries having secretly 
debauched the greatest part of the confederates, and en- 
gaged them to desert, when the two fleets came to engage, 
the ships of Samos, Lesbos, and several other places, sailed 
off, and returned to their own country. - Thus the remain • 
ing part ofthe fleet, which did not amount to more than an 
hundred ships, was quickly overpowered, and almost totally 
destroyed. 

After trus, the city of Miletos was besieged, and was 
easily taken. vAlT the other cities, as well on the continent 
as among the islands, were forced to return to their duty. 
Those wh« continued obstinate were treated with great 
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severity. The handsomest of the young men were chosen 
to serve in the king's palace/ and the young women were 
all sent into Persia* Thus ended the revolt of the Ionians, 
which continued six years from its first breaking out under 
Aristagoras; and this was the third time the Ionians were 
obliged to undergo the yoke of foreign dominion ; for they 
inherited a natural love of freedom, which all the Greeks 
were known to possess. 

Ue Persians having thus subdued the greatest part of 
Asia Minor, began to look towards Europe, as offering 
conquests worthy their ambition* The assistance given 
the Ionians by the Athenian fleet, and the refusal of that 
state to admit Hippias as their king; the taking of Sardis, 
and the contempt they testified for the Persian power, were 
all sufficient motives for exciting the resentment of that eoii 
pire ; and for marking out all Greece for destruction. Da-r 
rius, therefore, in the twenty-eighth year of his reign, hav- 
ing recalled all his other generals, sent Mardonjus the son 
of Gobryas, a young nobleman who had lately ma/ried one, 
of the king's daughters, to command in chief throughout 
all the maritime parts of Asia ; an4> particularly, to re* 
venge the burning of Sardis. This was an offence which 
that monarch seemed peculiarly to resent ; and from the 
time of that conflagration, he had given orders for one of 
iiis attendants, every time he sat down to table, to cry out 
remember the Athenian*. 

Mardonius, willing to second his master's animosity, 
quickly passed into Thrace at the head of a large army, 
«nd so terrified the inhabitants of that country, that they 
yielded implicit obedience to his power. From thence, he 
set sail for Macedonia : but his fleet attempting to double 
the cape of Mount Athos, in order to gain the coasts of 
that country, they were attacked by so violent a tempest, 
that upwards of three hundred ships were sunk, and above 
twenty thousand men perished in the sea* His land army, 
that took the longest way about, met, at the same time, 
with equal distresses* For being encamped in a place of 
jh> security, the Tbracians attacked them by night, an4 
made a great slaughter among the enemy* Mardonius 
fcim self Was wounded, and finding his army unable to main* 
tain the field, he returned to the Persian court covered 
with grief and confusion, having miscarried both by seji 
And land. 

But the ill success of one or two Campaigns was noj^ 
sufficient to abate the resentment, or the ardour of the 
king of Persia. Possessed as be was of resfurc,es almost 
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to encrease from defeat, he only grew more determined 
from every repulse, and doubled his preparations in pro- 
portion to his former failures. He now perceived, that the 
youth and. inexperience of Mardonius were unequal to so 
great an undertaking: he therefore, displaced him, and 
appointed two generals, Datis, a Mede, and Artaphernes 
the son of him who was late governor of Sardis, in his stead. 
His thoughts were earnestly bent on attacking Greece with 
all his forces ; he wished to take a signal revenge upon 
Athens which he considered as the principal cause of the 
late revolt in Ionia : besides, Hippias was still near him to 
warm his ambition, and keep his resentment alive. Greece 
he said, was now an object for such a conqueror ; the 
world had long beheld it with an eye of admiration ; and 
if not soon humbled, it might in time supplant even Per- 
sia in the homage of the world. 

Thus excited by every motive of ambition and revenge 
Darius resolved to bend all his attention to a war with 
Greece. He had, in the beginning of his reign, sent spies 
with one Democedes, a Greek physician, as their conduc- 
tor, to bring him information with respect to the strength 
and situation of all the states of Greece. This secret de- 
putation failed ; he was, therefore, willing once more to 
send men under the character of heralds, to denounce his 
resentment ; and at the same time, to learn how the differ- 
ent states of the country stood affected towards him. The 
farm used by the Persians, when tbey expected submission 
form lesser states, was to demand earth and water in the 
monarch's name : and such as refused were to be consider* 
eded as opposers of the Persian power. On the arrival, 
therefore, of the heralds amongst the Greeks, many of the 
cities, dreading the Persian power, complied with their de- 
mands. The jEginetans, with some of the islands also* 
yielded a ready submission : and almost all, but Athens and 
Sparta, were contented to exchange their liberties for safe- 
ty. 

But these two noble republics bravely disdained to ac- 
knowledge the Persian power ; they had felt the benefits 
of freedom ; and were resolved to maintain it to the last.—* 
Instead, therefore, of offering up earth and water, as was 
demanded, they threw the heralds, the one into a well, 
the other into a ditch ; and adding mockery to hisult, de- 
sired them to take earth and water from thence. This they 
probably did to cut off all hopes of a reconciliation ; and to 
leave no safety but in perseverance and despair. 
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Nor were the Athenians content with this outrage : but 
resolved also to punish the JLginetans, who by, a base sab- 
mission U> then Persian power had betrayed the common 
cause of Greece. They accordingly represented the affair 
to the Spartans,, with all its aggravating circumstances, 
and heightened with that eloquence for which they were fa- 
mous. Before such judges, it was not likely that coward- 
ice or timidity would find many defenders : the Spartans 
immediately gave judgment against the people of ^Egina, 
and sent Cleomenes, one of their kings, to apprehend the 
authors of so a base a concession. The people of jE gin a, 
however, refused to deliver them, under pretence that Cle- 
omenes came without his colleague. This colleague was 
Demaratus, who had himself secretly furnished* them with 
that excuse. As soon as Cleomenes was returned to Spar- 
ta, in order to-be revenged on Demaratus, for Vhus counter- 
acting the demands of his country, he endeavoured to get 
him deposed, as not being of the royal family. In fact, 
Demaratus was born only seven months after marriage, and 
this was supposed by many to be a sufficient proof of his 
bastardy. This accusation, therefore, being revived, the 
Pythian oracle was appointed to determine the controversy 
and-ihe priestess being privately suborned by Cleomenes, 
an answer was given against his colleague just as he had 
dictated. Demaratus thus being declared illegitimate, and 
unable to endure so gross an injury, banished himself from 
his country, and retired to Darius, who received him with 
great friendship, aud gave him a considerable settlement 
In Persia, He was succeeded in the throne by Leolychides 
who concurring with the views of Cleomenes, punished 
the iEginetans, by placing ten of their most guilty citizens 
in the hands of the Athenians: while Cleomenes, some 
time after,, being detected of having suborned the priestess, 
sle\p himself in a fit of despair. 

On the other hand, the iEginetans complained of the 
severity of, their treatment: but finding no likelihood of 
redress, they resolved to obtain that justice by force, which 
was refused to their supplications. Accordingly they in- 
tercepted an Athenian ship, whioh, in pursuance of an an- 
nual custom ever since the times of Theseus, was going 
to Delos tooffer sacrafice. This produced a naval war be- 
tween these two states : in which, after a variety of for- 
tunes^ tlA iEginetans were worsted, and the Athenians 
possessed themselves^pf the sovereignty of the seas. Thus 
these civi^ discords, which seemed at first to favour the 
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vantage of Greece. For the Athenians thus acquiring great 
power at sea, were put m a capacity of facing the Persian 
fleets, and of cutting off those supplies which were continu- 
ally carrying to their af mies on land* 

In the mean time, the preparations on both aides for a 
general war, were carried on with the greatest animosity 
and dispatch* Darius sent away his generals, Datis and 
Artapheroes, whom he had appointed in the room of Mar- 
do nius, to what he supposed, a certain conquest. They 
were furnished with a fleet of six hundred ships, and an ar- 
my of an hundred and twenty thousand men ; their instruc- 
tions, were to give up Athens and Aretria, ajittle city which 
had joined in the league against him, to be plundered ; to 
burn all the houses and temples of both, and to lead away 
all the inhabitants into slavery* The country was to be 
laid desolate, and the army was provided with a sufficient 
supply of chains and fetters for binding the conquered na- 
tions. ~ 

To oppose this formidable invasion, the Athenians had 
only their courage, their animosity, their dread of slavery, 
their discipline, and about ten thousand men* Their civil 
commotions with the other states of Greece had given them 
a spirit of war and stratagem > while the genius of their ci- 
tizens, continually excited and exercised, was arrived at 
its highest pitch, and fitted them for every danger. Athens 
had long been refining in all those arts, which quail; 
fy a state to extend, or 1& enjoy conquest ; every citizen 
was a statesman and a general, and. every soldier consider* 
■ed himself as one of the bulwarks of his country. But in 
this little state* from whence first flowed all these improve* 
loentsthat have since adorned and civilized society, there 
were at that time. three men who were considered as supe- 
riors to all the rest ; all remarkable for their abilities in 
war, and their integrity in peace 1 * for those qualification that 
can advance the glory of states, or procure the happimts* 
of the individual. . 

Of these Miltiades, as being the most experienced* 
was at that time the most known. He was the son of Gi- 
ro on, and nephew of Miltiades, an illustrious Athenian* 
who accepted the government of Doloncy, a people of the 
Thracian Chersonesus. Old Miltiades dying without issue 
he was succeeded in his government by Stesagoras, his- 
nephew, and he also dying, young Miltiades was chosen 
as his successor. He was appointed, to that government 



the same year that frarius undertook his unsuccessful ex* 
pedition against the Scythians. He was- obliged to attend 
that prince as far as the Isthar with what shipping he was 
able to supply ; but, ever eager to throw off the Persian 
yoke 9 it was he who advised the Ionian? to destroy the 
bridge, and leave the army of Darius' to its fate. When 
the affairs of the continent began to decline, Miltiades, ra- 
ther than live in dependence, resolved to return once more 
to Athens ; and thither he returned with five ships, which 
were all that remained of his shattered fortune. 

At the same time, two other citizens, younger than 
Miltiades, began to distinguish themselves at 'Athens, name- 
ly, Aristides and Themistoeles. These were of very dif- 
ferent dispositions ; but from this difference resulted the 
greatest advantage to their country. Themistoeles was 
naturally inclined to a popular government, and omitted 
nothing that could render him agreeable to the people, or 
gain him friends. His* complaisance was boundless, and 
his desire to oblige sometimes outstepped the bounds of du- 
ty. His partiality was often conspicuous. Somebody talk- 
ing with him once on the subject, told him tie would make 
an excellent magistrate if he had mote impartiality : Gad 
forbid^ refilled he> that 1 should ever ait ufion a tribunal, « 
where my friend* should Jind no morejavour than etrangera* 
' Aristides was as remarkable for his justice and integri- 
ty. Being a favourite of aristocracy, in imitation ofLycur- 
cus, he was friendly, but never at the expeuce of justice. 
In seeking honours, be ever declined the interest of his 
friends, lest they should, in turn, demand his iriterest when 
hts duty was to be impartial. The love of the public good 
was the great spring of all his actions, and with that in 
View no difficulties could daunt him, no success or eleva- 
tion exalt. On all occasions he preserved his usual calm- 
ness of temper, being persuaded that he was entirely his 
country's, and very litUe his own. One- day when an ac- 
tor was repeating some lines from JLschylus on the stage, 
coming to a passage which described a man as not desiring 
to appear honest, but to be so, the whole audience cast 
their eyes on Aristides, and, applied the passage. In the 
administration tff public offices, his whole aim was to per- 
form his* duty without any* thought of enriching himself. 

Such were the characters of the illustrious Athenians 
that led the councils of the state, when Darius turned his 
prms agaifisf Greece. These- inspired their fellow- c it i2ens 
vfih a noble confidence in the justice of their causey ami 
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made all the preparations against the coming invasion, that' 
prudence and deliberate valour could suggest. In the mean 
time, Datis and Artaphernes led on their numerous forces 
towards Europe ; and after having made themselves mas* 
ters of the islands in the iEgeansea without any opposition, 
they turned their course towards Eretria, that city which 
had formerly assisted the Ionians in their revolt* The Ere* 
trians, now driven to the last extremity, saw no hopes of 
meeting their enemy in the field, wherefore they sent back 
four thousand men that the Athenians had supplied them 
with, and resolved patiently to stand a siege. For six days 
the Persians attempted to storm the city, and were repulsed 
with loss ; but on the seventh, the city, by the treachery of 
some of the principal inhabitants, being betrayed into their 
hands, they entered, plundered, and burned it. The in* 
habitants were put in chains, and sent as the first fruits of 
the war to the Persian monarch ; but be, contrary to their 
expectation, treated them with great lenity ; and gate them 
a village in the country of Cissa for their residence, where 
Appollonius Tyansus found their descendants six hundred 
years after. 

After such splendid success at Eretria, nothing now re- 
mained but the apparently easy conquest of Greece. Hip- 
pias, the expelled tyrant of Athens, still accompanied the 
Persian army ; and led them by the safest marches into the 
heart of the country ; at length flushed with victory, and 
certain of success, he conducted them to the plains of 
Marathon, a fertile valley but ten miles distant from Athens* 
From thence they sent to summon the citizens, acquainting 
them with the fate of Eretria, and informing them that not 
a single inhabitant had escaped their vengeance. ' But the 
Athenians were not to be intimidated by any vicinity of 
danger. They had sent indeed to Sparta to implore suc- 
cour against the. common enemy, which were granted with- 
out deliberation; N but the superstition of the times rendered 
their assistance ineffectual; for it was an established law 
among the Spartans not to begin a march before the full 
moon. They applied also to other states, but they were 
too much awed by the power of Persia to move in their de- 
fence. An army of an hundred and twenty thousand men, 
exalting in the midst of their country, was too formw 
dable for a weak and jealous confederacy to oppose. The 
inhabitants of Platea alone furnished them with a thousand 
soldiers, and they were left to find all other assistance in 
their courage and their despair.. 
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for the 'safety of all, and their forces thus united amounted 
to but ten thousand men* Hoping, therefore, to derive from 
their discipline what they wanted in power, thfcy placed 
their whole army under the conduct of .ten generals, of 
whom Miltiades was chief; and these each was to have 
the command of the troops day about in regular succession* 
An arrangement, in itself so unpromising, was still more 
embarrassed, by the generals themselves disputing whether 
they should hazard a battle, or wait the -approach of the 
enemy within their walls- The latter opinion* seemed for 
a while to prevail ; it was urged that it wo~uld.be rashness 
ftstjf to face so powerful and well appointed an army with 
an handful of men. It was alledged that the soldiers would 
gather courage from their security behind their walls, and 
that the forces of Sparta without, might make a diversion 
in case" of a sally from within* MUtiades, however, de- 
clared for the contrary opinion, and shewed that the on- 
ly means to exalt the courage of their own troops, and to 
strike a terror into those of the enemy, was to advance 
boldly towards them with an air of confidence and despe*. 
rate intrepidity. ' Aristides also strenuously embraced this 
opinion, and exerted all his masculine eloquence to bring 
over the rest. The question being put, when the Buffra* 
. ges came to be tatten, the opinions were equal on either 
side of the argument- It now, therefore, remained with 
Callimachus, the Pole march, who had a right of voting as 
well as the ten commanders, to give his opinion and de- 
cide this important debate. It was to him Miltiades ad* 
dressed himself with the utmost earnestness* alledging that 
thefate of his country was now in his power 5 that his sin* 
gle vote was to determine whether his coHntry should be 
enslaved or free ; that his lame might now by a single 
word, be made equal to that of Harmodius arid Aristogitori 
who were the authors of Athenian liberty* Thus exhorted 
Callimachus did not long debate, but gave his voice in fa* 
▼our of an open engagement 5 and Miltiades, thus second- 
ed, prepared to marshal up his little army for the great en- 
counter. 

In the mean time it appeared that so many leaders 
Commanding in succession, only served to perplex and 
counteract each other. Aristi<Jes perceived that the com- 
mand, which changes every day, must be incapable of pro* 
Jecting or executing any uniform design ; he therefore 
gave it as his opinion -tl^at tt was necessary to invest the 
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whole power in one single person, and to induce bi* col- 
leagues to conform, be himself set the first example of re- 
signation. When the day came on which it was his turn 
to command* he resigned it to Miltiades, as the more able 
and. experienced general ; while the other commanders* 
warmed by so generous a preference followed his example* 

Miltiades thus vested in the supreme command, which 
was now the post of highest danger, like an experienced 
general, endeavoured by the advantage of his ground, to 
make up for his deficiency in strength and numbers* He 
was sensible that by extending bis front to oppose the ene- 
my, he must weaken it too much, and give their dense bo* 
dy the advantage. He therefore drew up his army gt the 
foot of a mountain, so that the enemy should not surround 
him or charge -him in the rear. On the flanks on each 
'side he caused large trees to be thrown down, which were 
cut down for that purpose, and these served to guard him 
from the Persian cavalry, that generally wheeled on the 
flank in the height of an engagement. 

Datis, on fcis side* was sensible of th& advantageous 
disposition ; but relying on his superiority of numbers, and 
unwilling to wait till the Spartan reinforcements should 
arrive, he determined to engage. And now was to be 
fought the first great battle which the Greeks had ever en- 
gaged in. It was not like any of their former civil contests 
arising from jealousy and terminating in an easy accom- 
modation : ^t was a battle that was to be decided with the 
greatest monarch of the earth* with y the. most numerous ar- 
my that had been hitherto seen in Kuorpe. This was an 
engagement that was to decide the liberty of Greece ; and 
what was infinitely of greater moment, the future progress, 
of refinement among mankind*. Upon the event of this 
battle depended the complexion, which the manners of the. 
west were hereafter to assume ; whether tbey were. to adopt. 
Asiatic customs with their conquerors, or to go on in mo- 
delling themselves upon Grecian refinements, as was after- 
wards the case* This, therefore, may. be considered as one 
of the most important battles that ever was fought ; and the 
event was as little to be expected as the. success was gla , 
rious. * ■ . ' 

The signal was- no sooner given,, than the j^thenians^ 
without waiting the Persian; onset, rushed in upon their 
ranks with desperate rapidity, as if wholly regardless of. 
safety. The Persians regarded this first step of the. Athe- 
nians' as the result of madness, and were. more inclined to- 
despise them as maniacs* than oppose them as soldiers— 
However, they were quickly undeceived. It had never he* 
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fore been the custom of the Greeks to ran on With this 
head-long valor; but comparing; the number of their own 
forte* with that of the enemy, and expecting safety alone 
from rashnesi, they determined to break through the 1 ene- 
mies ranks or fall in the attempt The greatness of their 
danger added to their courage, and despair did the rest* 
The Persians, however, stood their ground with great in- 
ifrepidity, and the" battle was long, fierce, and obstinate* 
Irtiltrades had made the wings of his army exceeding strong 
fcut had Yeft the main body more weak and not so deep ; 
for having but ten thousand men to oppose to such a mi* 
ttierous army, he supposed the victory could be obtained 
by no other means, than Strengthening his flanks, not 
doubting bat when his wings were once victorious, they 
Would be able to wheel upon the enemy's main body on ei- 
ther side, and thus put them easHy to the rout. The Per- 
sians, therefore finding the main body weakest, attacked 
It with their utmost 'vigour. It was in vain that Aristides 
and Themistocles, who were stationed in this post of dan- 
ger, endeavoured to keep their troops to the charge* Cou- 
rage and intrepidity were unable to resist the torrent of en* 
creasing numbers, so that they were at last obliged to give 
ground* But, in the mean time, the wings were victori- 
ous ; and now, just as the main body was fainting under 
the unequal encounter, these came up, and gave them time 
to recover their strength and order, Thus the scale of vic- 
tory quickly began to turn in their favour ; and the Persians 
from being the aggressors; now began to give ground in 
turn, and being unsupported with fresh forces, they fled to 
their ships with the utmost precipitation* The confusion 
and disorder Was now universal ; the Athenians followed 
them to the beach, and set many of their ships on fire* On 
this occasion it was that Cyndxyrus, the brother of the poet 
^schylus, seized with his hand one of the ships that # the 
enemy was pushing off from the shore. The Persians with- 
in, seeing themselves thus arrested, cut off his right hand 
that held the prow i he then laid hold of it with his left, 
which they also cut off; at last he seized it withjiis teeth 
$nd in that manner expired* 

Seven of the enemy's ships were taken, above six thou- 
sand Persians were slain, without reckoning those who 
were drowned in the sea as they endeavoured to escape, or 
those who were consumed when the ships were set on fire. 
Of the Greeks not above two hundred men were killed, 
among whom Was Callimachus, who gave his vote for 
bringing oathe engagement. Hippias, who was the chiet 
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iitcendiar? of the war, Is Also thought to have (alien in litis 
battle, though some say be escaped and died miserably at 
Lemaos. 

Such was the famous battle of Marathon, which the 
Persians were so sure of gaining, that they had brought 
marble into the field in order to erect a trophy there* Just 
after the battle an Athenian soldier, whose name was Eu- 
clea, still covered all over with blood and wounds, quitted 
the army and ran to Athens to carry his fellow-citizens the 
news of the victory. His strength just sufficed to reach 
the city ; and throwing himself into the door of the first 
house he came to, he uttered three words, Rejoice^ we trh 
umflhi and instantly expired. 

While a part of the army marched forward to Athens, 
to protect it from the attempts of the enemy, Ari slides re* 
roamed upon the field of battle to guard the spoil and the 
prisoners; and although gold and silver were scattered 
about the enemy's deserted camp in abundance, though 
their tents and gailies were full of rich furniture and sump- 
tuous apparel, be would not permit any of it to be embez- 
zled, but reserved it as a common reward for all who had 
any share in obtaining the victory. Two thousand Spartans 
also, whose laws would not permit them to march until the 
full of the moon, now came into the field ; but the action 
being 6ver the day before, they only had an opportunity of 
paying due honours to those who gained so glorious a vic- 
tory, and to bring back the news to Sparta* Of the mar- 
ble, which the Persians had brought with them, the Athen- 
ians made a trophy, being carved by Phidias into a statue, 
in honour of the goddess Nemesis, who had a temple near 
the field of battle. 

In the mean time, the Persian fleet, instead of sailing 
directly back to Asia, made an attempt to surprise Athene, 
before the Greek forces could arrive from Marathon. But 
the latter had the precaution to move directly thither; anil 
performed their march with so much expedition, that 
though it was forty miles from Marathon, they arrived there 
in one* day. In this manner the Greeks not only repelled 
their enemies, but confirmed their security. By this vic- 
tory the Grecians were taught to know their own strength, 
and not to tremble before an enemy terrible only in name* 
This taught them through the whole of succeeding ages to 
imitate their ancestors with an ardent emulation, and in- 
spired them with a wish of not degenerating from the 
Grecian glory. Those Athenians that were slain in battle 
had all the honour- immediately pakl them that was due to 
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their merit. Illustrious monuments were erected to them 
all in the very place where the battle was fought, upon 
which their names, and the tribe to which they belonged, 
were inscribed* There were thpee distinct sets ofiponu- 
tbentsjset up; one for the Athenians, one for the Platsans, 
and a third for the slaves who had been enrolled into their 
troops upon that urgent occasion. 

But their gratitude to Miltiades spoke a nobleness of 
mindy that far surpassed expensive triumphs, or base adula- 
tion. Sensible that his merits were too great for money to 
repay, they caused a picture to be painted by Polygnotus,, 
one of their most celebrated artists, where Miltiades was 
represented at the head of the ten commanders exhorting 
the soldiers, and setting them an example of their duty. 
This picture was preserved for man£ ages* with other paint- 
ings of the best masters, in the portico, where Zeno after- 
wards instituted his school of philosophy. An emulation 
seemed to take place in every rank of life; Poiygnotus 
valued himself so much upon the honour of being appointed 
to paint this picture, that he gave his labour for nothing. 
In return for such generosity, the Amphyctions . « 
appointed him a public lodging in the city where 3 * 514i v 
he might reside during pleasure. 

But though the gratitude of the Athenians to Miltiade* 
was very sincere, yet it was of na long continuance. This 
fickle and jealous people, naturally capricious, and now 
more than ever careful of preserving their freedom, were 
willing to take every opportunity of mortifying a general, 
.from whose merit they had much to fear. Being appointed 
with seventy ships to punish those islands, that had favour- 
ed the Persian invasion; and having raised the siege of 
Paros, upon a false report of the arrival of the enemy's 
fleet ; he returned, unsuccessfully, to Athens, where he was 
accused, by one Xanthippus, of having taken a bribe from 
Persia. As he was not in a condition to answer this charge, 
being confined to his bed by a fall he received at Paros ; 
the accusation took place against him, and he was con- 
demned to lose his life. The manner of executing crimi- 
nals found guilty of great offences, was by throwing them 
into the Barathrum, a deep pit, from whence none were 
ever seen to return. This sentence was pronctaBced against 
him ; but his former services werdjlsucb, as to have this 
punishment commuted into a. penalty of fifty talents, the 
sum which it had cost the state in fittingout the late un- 
successful expedition. Not being rich enough to pay this, 
sum, he was thrown into pribon, where the bruise on his. 
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thigh growing worse, from bad air and confinement, ie 
turned at last to a gangrene, and put an end to his life and 
misfortunes. 

Cimon, his son, who was at that time very young, sig- 
nalized his piety on this occasion. As this ungrateful city 
would not permit the body of Mtltiades to be buried until 
all his debts were paid, this young man employed all his 
interest among his friends, and strained his utmost credit to 
pay the fine, and procure his father's body an honourable 
interment. 



CHAP. VI. 

From the death 6f MUliade* to the retreat of Xerxes out 
of Greece. 

THE misfortunes of Darius only served to encrease his 
resentment, and give spirit to his perseverance— Finding 
the ill success of his generals, he resolved to try the war in 
person ; and dispatched orders throughout his whole do* 
minions for Jfresh preparations* However, a revolt inv 
Egypt, for a while, averted his resentment; a contest 
among his sons abotitnominating his successor, still farther, 
retarded his designs ; and* at last, when he had surmounted 
every obstacle, and was just preparing to take a signal ven* 
geance, his death put an end to all his projects, and gave 
Greece a longer time for preparation. 

XerxesJ his son, succeeded, who, with the empire, inhe* 
rited also his father's animosity 'against Greece. Having 
carried on a successful expedition against Egypt, he ex* 
pected the same good fortune in Europe* Confident of 
victory, he did not chuse, he said, for the future to buy the 
figs of Attica ; he would possess himself of the country, 
and thus have figs of his own* But, before he engaged in an 
enterprise of that importance, he thought proper to assem- 
ble his council, and collect the opinions of the principal 
officers of his court. In his speech at opening the council, 
he evidently shewed his desire of revenge, and his passion! 
for military glory. The best way, therefore, to pay court 
to this young monarch, was by flattering him in his favour* 
ite pursuits, and giving his impetuous aims the air of stu* 
died designs* Mardonius, grown neither wiser nor les* 
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ambitious by his own bad success, began by extolling 
Xerxes above all other kings that had gone before ; he 
urged the indispensable necessity of avenging the dishonour 
done to the Persian name ; he represented the Greeks as 
cowards, that were accidentally successful, and was firmly 
of opinion, that they would never more stand even the ha- 
zard of a battle* A discourse that so nearly coincided with 
his own sentiments, was very pleasing to the' young mo- 
narch ; and the rest of the company, by their looks and 
their silence, seemed to applaud his impetuosity. But Ar- 
tabanus, the king's uncle, who had long learned to reverence 
courage even in an enemy, and presuming upon his age 
and experience, to speak his real sentiments, rose with an 
honest freedom to represent the intended expedition in its 
true light. — 'Permit me, Sir,* said he, ' to deliver my sen- 
timents upon this occasion with a liberty suitable td my age 
and your interest. When Darius, your father and my bro- 
ther, first thought of making war against the Scythians, I 
used all my endeavours to divert him from iU The peo- 
ple you are going to attack are infinitely more formidably 
than tliey. If the Athenians alone could defeat the nume- 
rous army commanded by Datis and Artaphernes, what 
ought we expect from an opposition of all the states of 
Greece united ? You design to pass from, Asia into Europe 
by laying a bridge over the sea. But what if s tha Athenians 
should advance and destroy this bridge, and so prevent our 
return? Let us not expose ourselves to such dangers, as 
we have no sufficient motives to compel us to face them ; 
at least let us take time tq reflect upon it. When we have 
maturely deliberated upon an affair, whatever happens to be 
the success of it, we have nothing to regret- Precipitation is 
imprudent, and is usually unsuccessful!. Above 'all, do not 
suffer yourself, great prince, to be dazxled with the splen- 
dour of imaginary glory* The highest and the most lofty 
trees have the most reason to dread the thunder* God 
loves to humble the ostentatious, and reserves to himself 
alone the pride of importance* As for you, Mardonius, 
who so earnestly urge this expedition, if it must be so, lead 
It forward. But let the king, whose life is dear to us all, 
return back to Persia, In the mean time, Jet your children 
and mine be Riven up as a pledge to answer for the success 
of the war. lftne issue be favourable, I consent that mine 
be put tQ death, but if it prove otherwise, as I well foresee 
then I desire that you and your children may meet the re- 
ward of rashness. 

This advice, which was rather sincere than palatable 
was received by Xerxes with a degree of rage and reseat- 
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«&&• * Than! the Gods/ cried he, ' that thou art my fa- 
ther's brother ; were it not for that, thou stiould this mo* 
ment meet the just reward of thy audacious behaviour. 
But you shall have your punishment j remain here behind 
among the women ; these, you but too much resemble in 
your cowardice and fearw Stay here while 1 march at the 
head of ray troops, where my duty and £ lory calls me.' Up- 
on cooler thoughts, however, Xerxes seemed better recon- 
ciled to hfe uncle's opinion. When the first emotions of 
his anger were over, and he had time to reflect on his pil- 
low upon the different councils that were given him, he con- 
fessed the rashness of his former rebuke ; and ingenuously 
ascribed it to heat of youth and the ardour of passion. He 
offered to come over to his opinion, at the same time as- 
suring the council, that from his dreams he had every en- 
couragement to proceed with this expedition. So much* 
condescension on the one hand, and such favourable omens 
on the other, determined the whole council to second his. 
inclinations. They fell prostrate before him, eager to shew 
their submission and their joy. A monarch thus surround- 
ed by. flatterers, all striving which should most graiify his 
pride, and passions, could hot long continue good, though 
naturally inclined tp virtue. Xerxes therefore seems a cha- 
racter thus ruined by power, exerting his natural justice and 
wisdom at short intervals ; but then giving way to the most 
culpable and extravagant excesses. Thus the council of 
Artabanus being rejected, and that of Mardonius favoura- 
bly received, the mo6t extensive preparations were made 
for carrying on the war. 

The greatness of these preparations seemed to shew the 
high sense, which the Persians had of their enemy. Xerxes, 
that he might omit nothing conducive to success, entered 
into an alliance with the Carthagenians, who were, at that 
time, the most potent people of the West^ with whom it 
was stipulated, that while the Persian forces should attack 
Greece, the Carthagenians should awe the Greek colonies, 
dispersed over the Mediterranean, from coming to their 
assistance. Thus having drained all the East to compose 
A M hJ * own a^m y , am * lnc West to supply that of the 
2 52 3* Carthagenians under Amilcar, he set out from Su- 
sa, in order to enter upon this war, ten years after 
the battle of Marathon. 

Sardis was the place where the various nations that 
■were compelled to his banner were to assemble. His fleet 
was to advance, along the coasts of Asia Minor towards the 
Hellespont. But as in doubling the cape of Mount Athos 
many shipwrecks were sustained, he was resolved to cut 
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passage through that neck of land which joined fch£ moun* 
tain to the continent, and thus give his shipping a shorter 
and safer passage. This canal was a mile and a half long, 
and hallowed out from a high mountain ; U required im- 
mense labour to perform so great a work, bijt his numbers, 
and his ambition were sufficient to surmount all difficulties* 
To urge on the undertaking the faster, he treated his la- 
bourers with the greatest severity, while, with all tbe osten- 
tation of an Eastern prince, he gave his commands to the 
mountain to sink before him :— Athos, thou proud aspiring 
mountain^ that lift eat up thy head unto the Heavens, be not 
so audacious as to put obstacles in my way* If thou gives* 
them that opposition, I will cut thee level to the plain, and 
throw thee headlong into the sea* 

As this monarch passed on, in his march to the place of 
general destination, he went through- Cappadocia, crossed, 
the river Halys, and came to Calene, a city of Phrygia, near 
the source of the river Meander. He was there met by 
Pythias, a Lydian prince, who, by the most extreme parsi- 
mony and oppression, had become, next to Xerxes? the 
most opulent man in all the Persian empire. His trea-v 
sures, however, were not sufficient to buyjoff the attendance 
of his eldest son, whom he remiested might be permitted to 
remain with him, as he was old andheipless. He had be- 
fore offered his money, which amounted to about four 
millions sterling, for the monarch's use; but this Xerxes 
had refused ; and now, finding the young prince willing to 
remain with his father," he was so enraged that he com- 
manded him to be put to death before his father's eyes. 
Then causing the dead; body to be cut in two, and one part 
of it to be placed on the right, and "the other on the left, he 
made the whole army pass between them, to terrify them 
from a reluctance to engage, by his example. 

From Phrygia Xerxes marched to Sardis, and, in the 
opening of Spring, directed his march down towards the 
Hellespont, where his fleet lay in all its pomp, expecting 
his arrival. He being arrived, he was desirous of taking 
,a survey of all his forces, which composed an army .which 
was never equalled either before or since. It was compo- 
sed of the most powerful nations of the East, and of peo- 
ple scarce known to posterity except by name. The retno^ 
test India contributed its supplies, while the coldest tracts 
of Scythia sent, their assistance. Med^s, Persians, Bac- 
trians, Lydians, Assyrians, Hyrcanians, and an hundred 
other countries of various forms, complexions* languages, 
dresses,, and armies. The land army, which he brought 
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out of Asia, consisted of seventeen hundred thousand foot* 
and four score thousand horse. Three hundred thousand 
more that were added upon crossing the Hellespont, made 
all his land forces together amount to nbove two millions of 
men. His fleet when it set out from Asia, consisted of 
twelve hundred and seven vessels, each carrying two bun* 
d red men. The Europeans augmented his fleet with an 
hundred and twenty vessels, each of which carried two 
hundred men. — Besides these there were two thousand 
smaller vessels fitted for carrying provisions and stores; 
the men contained in these, with the former, amounted to 
six hundred thousand, so that the whole army might be 
said to amount to two millions and an half, which, with the 
women, slaves, and suttlers, always accompanying a Per* 
si an army, might make the whole above five millions of 
souls ; a number, if rightly conducted, capable of over- ' 
turning the greatest monarchy, but being commanded by 
presumption and ignorance, they only served to obstruct 
and embarrass each other. 

Lord of so many and such various subjects, Xerxes found 
a pleasure in reviewing his forces, and was desirous of be- 
holding a naval en^' gement, of which he had not hitherto 
been a spectator. To .this end a throne was erected for 
him upon an eminence, and in that situation beholding all 
the earth covered with his troops, and all the sea crowded 
with his vessels, be felt a secret joy diffuse itself through 
his frame from the consciousness of his own superior pow- 
er. But all the workings of this monarch's mind were in 
extreme, a sudden sadness took place of his pleasure ; and, 
dissolving in a shower of tears, he gave himself up to a 
reflection that not one of so many thousand would be alive 
a hundred years after. „• . . 

Artabanus, who neglected no opportunity of moralizing 
upon every occurrence, took this occasion to discourse with 
him upon the shortness and miseries of human life. Find* 
ing this more distant subject attended to, he spoke more 
closely to the present occasion, insinuated his doubts of the 
success of the expedition ; urged the many ipconveniencies 
the army had to suffer, if not frqm the enemv^at least from 
their own lumbers* He alledged, ,that plagues/ famine 
and coiffusten, were the necessary attendants of such unm! 
vernabje multitudes by land, and that empty &*«. was the 
oaly reward -of success- But it was now too late to ti mi 
tins young monawa. from his purpose. XeWWo^J 
his monitor that grea* action, Wer? always ^end^^ih 
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profjortionabie danger; slim! that if his predecessors had 
observed such scrupulous and timorous rules of conduct, the 
Persian etnpfre would never have attained to its present 
height of glory. 

Xerxes, in the mean time, had given orders for build* 
mg a bridge of boats, across the Hellespont, for the trans- 
porting his army into Europe. This narrow streight, which 
now goes by the name of the Dardanels, is near an English 
mile over. But soon after the completion of this work, a 
Tiolent storm arising, the whole was broken and destroyed, 
and the labour was to be undertaken anew. The fury of 
Xerxes upon this disappointment was attended with equal 
extravagance and cruelty. His vengeanceknew no bounds ; 
the workmen who had undertaken the task, had their heads 
struck off by his order ; and that the sea itself also might 
know its duty, he ordered it to be lashed as a delinquent, 
afnd a pair of fetters to.be thrown into it, to curb its future 
irregularities. Thus having ^iven vent to his absurd re- 
sentment, two bridges were ordered to be built in theplace 
of the former ^ one for the army to pass over, and the other 
for the' baggage and the beasts of burthen. The workmen, 
now warned by the fate of their predecessors, undertook to 
give their labours greater stability, they placed three hun- 
dred and sixty vessels across the streight, some of them 
having three banks of oars, and others fifty oars a piece. 
They then cast anchors into the water on both sides, in, 
order to fix these vessels against the violence of the winds, 
atad the current. They then drove large piles into the 
earth, with huge rings fastened to them, to which were 
tied six vast cables which went over each of thetwo bridges. 
Over all these, they laid trunks j>f trees, cut purposely- for 
that use : and flat boats again over them, fastened and joined 
together, so as to serve for a floor or solid bottom. When 
the whole work was thus completed, a day was appointed 
for their passing over; and as soon as the first rays of the 
fcun began to appear, sweet odours of all kinds were abun- 
dantly scattered over the new work, and the way was 
•trewed with myrtle. At the same time, Xerxes poured 
out libations into the tea, and turning his face Jowardlsjfche 
East, worshipped that bright luminary which is the jgod 
of the Persians. Then, throwing the vessel which Sad betid 
his libation* into the .sea, together with a golden cap and 
Persian scymetar, he went forward and gave orders for the 
army to follow. This immense train were no less than 
seven days*nd seven nights passing over, while those who 
were appointed to conduct the march quickened the troDps 
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by lashing them aloag ; for the soldiers of the East, at that 
time and to this very day, are treated like slaves* ' 

Thus this immense army having landed in Europe, and 
being joined by the several nations that acknowledged the 
Persian power, Xerxes prepared for marching directly for* 
ward into Greece. Besides the generals of every nation, 
who each of them commanded the troops of their respective 
countries, the land army was commanded by six Persian 
generals, to whom all the rest were subordinate* These 
were Mardonius, Tirintatechmua, Smerdonus, MassUtus, 
G erg is, and Megabyzuts. Ten thousand Persians, who 
were called the Immortal Band, were commanded by Hy* 
dames* while the cavalry and the fleet had their own res- 
pective commanders. Beside those, who were attached to 
JLerxes from principle) there were some Greek princes, 
who, either from motives of interest or fear, followed him 
in this expedition* Amoug these were Artemisia, queen 
of Haiti carnassust who, after the death of her husband, 
governed the kingdom for her son* She had brought in- 
deed but the trifling succour of five ships, but she had made 
ample amends by her superior prudence, courage, and con- 
duct. Of this number also was Qemaratus, the exiled king 
of Sparta* who, resenting the indignity put upon him by 
his subjects, took refuge in the Persian court, an indignant 
spectator of its luxuries and slavish submission* Being one 
day asked by Xerxes if he thought the Grecians would dare 
to await his approach, 04* would venture an engagement 
with armies that drank up whole rivers in their march.— 
1 Alas ! j^reat prinoe,' cried De mar at us* ' Greece, from 
the beginning of time* has been trained up and accus- 
tomed to poverty ; but the defects of that are'amply re- 
compensed by virtue* which wisdom cultivates, and the 
laws support in vigour. As for the Laccdxrnonians, as 
they have been bred tip in freedom, they can never submit 
to be slaves. Though all the rest of the Greeks should 
forsake them, though they should be reduced to a band of a 
thousand men, yet still they would face every danger to 
preserve what they hold dearer than life. They have laws 
Triych they obey with more implicit reverence than your 
iSjHpcts are obeyed by you* By these laws they are forbid 
ld*H? in battie, and they have only the alternative to con- 
queror to eft**' Xerxes w&3 not offended with the liberty 
of Deraaratus } hut smiling at his blunt sincerity, ordered 
his army to march forward, while he had directed his fleet 
to follow &im along the fpast, and to regulate tl^eir course 
by his motions* . ' 
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In this manner he pursued his course without any inter- 
ruption, every nation near Which he approached sending 
him ail the marks of homage and subjection. Wherever 
he came he found provisions and refreshments prepared be- 
fore hand, pursuant to the orders he had given. Every 
city he arrived at, exhausted itself in giving him the most 
magnificent reception* The vast expence of these feasts 
gave the poor Thracian an opportunity of remarking, that 
it was a peculiar favour of the gods that Xerxes could eat 
but one meal a day. Thus did he continue his march 
through Thrace, Macedonia, and Thessaly, every knee 
bending before him till he came to the st'reights of Ther- 
mopylae, where he first found an army prepared to dispute 
his passage. - 

This army was a body of Spartans, led on by Leonidat 
their king, who had been sent thither'to oppose him. As 
soon as it was known in Greece that Xerxes was preparing 
to invade that country ; and that an army of millions were 
coming on with determined resolution to ruin it, every state 
seemed differently affected in proportion to its strength, its 
courage, or its situation. The Silicians refused their aid* 
being kept in awe by Amiicar the Carthaginian. The 
Corey reans pretended that they were wind-bound, and 
would not let their ships stir from the harbour. The Cre- 
tans* having consulted the Delphic oracle, absolutely de- 
termined to remain inactive. The Thessalians and Mace- 
donians, from their situation, were obliged to submit to the 
conqueror, so that no states were found bold enough to face 
this formidable army but Athens and Lacedaeroon. These 
states had received intelligence of the Persian designs from 
Demaratus, long before they had been put into execution* 
They had also sent spies to Sardis, in order to have a more 
ekact information of the number and quality of the enemy's 
forces* The tpies indeed were seized 5 but Xerxes ordered 
them to be conducted through his army, and to give an 
exact account of what they had s?een*t their return. They 
bad sent deputies to all the neighbouring states to awaken 
their ardour ; to apprise them of their danger,^md to urge 
the necessity of fighting for their common safety. But all 
their remonstrances were vain : fear, assuming the name of 
prudence, offered frivolous excuses, or terms which were 
inadmissible. Relying therefore on their own strength, 
these generous states resolved to face the. danger with joint 
forces, and conquer or fall in the cause of freedom- Hav- 
ing summoned a general council at the Isthmus, they there 



solemnly resolved to wave all private quarrels or pneten* 
lion*, and join against the common danger. 

One cannot, without astonishment, reflect on the intrepi- 
dity of ike Creeks, who determined to face the innume- 
rable army of Xerxes with such disproportion forces* All 
their forces joined together amounted only to eleven thou- 
sand two hundred men. But they were all soldiers, bred 
amidst fatigue and danger, all determined to a man either 
to conquer or die* Their first care, however, was to ap- 
point a general. It was then that the most able and ex- 
perienced captains, terrified at the danger, had taken the 
resolution of not presenting themselves as candidate*.— 
Epicydes indeed, a man of ignorance, avarice and presume^ 
tion, was ready to lead them oh, and, under his guidance, 
nothing could be hoped for but confusion and disappoint* 
meat. In this pressing juncture, therefore, Theoitstoclee, 
conscious of his own capacity, and warmed with the love 
of> glory, which was great in proportion to the danger, 
resolved to use every art to get himself 'appointed to the 
command. For this purpose he used all his interest, and 
even distributed bribes to remove his competitor, and hav- 
ing gratified the avarice of Epicydes, Which was his ruling 
passion, he soon found himself appointed to the command, 
which was the darling object of his ambition. 

But in this pressing exigence it was incumbent on the 
Athenians to avail themselves of every person that might 
be serviceable, however obnoxious he might appear to their 
resentment. There were many useful citizens whom they 
had, upon some factious discontents, sent into banishment, 
and these they now repentingiy wished to restore* Among 
this number was Aristides, that brave and just man, who 
had, at the battle of Marathon* and upon other occasions, 
been instrumental in gaining their victories, and who had, 
upon all occasions, improved them by the disinterested roess 
and integrity of his example. " This magistrate having had 
many contests with Themistoeles, who was his rival in 
power and fame, and always wished to supplant him, was 
at length 'condemned to go into banishment by the power 
of the prevailing faction. It was on that occasion that a 
peasant, who could not write, and did not know Aristides, 
personally applyed to himself, and desired him to write the 
name of Aristides upon the shell by which his vote was 
given against him. < Has he done you any wrong,' said 
Aristides, *that you are for condemning him in this, man- 
ner?' 'No,! replied the peasant, * but I hate to fynr ,hjm 
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JirmBed for hh jutticeS Aristides, without saying a word 
more, calmly took the shell, wrote down his own name 
japoD it, and contentedly retired into banishment. But the 
.present distresses of his country, were now an object /that 
•strongly* solicited his return. Even Themistocles, his rival, 
.was *o far from remembering his old resentments, that he 
toow ardently desired the assistance of his council ; and 
.gave up ail his private resentments to the, good of the 
.state. The hatred of these great men had nothing in it of 
.that bitter and implacable spirit, which prevailed among 
the Romans, in the latter times of the republic ; or per- 
.haps the desperate situation of their country might onijr 
joccupy their thoughts at that time. 

But the preparations by land alone were not sufficient 
to repel the growing danger. If the Greeks bad trusted 
to their land armies without further succpur, they must 
have been undone. Themistocles, who saw that the victo- 
ry, of Marathon must be followed by many more, before 
safety could be ascertained, had prudently caused an hun- 
dred g&Uiea to be buiU ; »nd turned all his thoughts to give 
Athens a superiority at sea. The oracle had declared, 
some time before, that Athens should only defend herself 
with wooden wails j and he took the advantage of that 
ambiguity to persuade his countrymen, that by 6uch walla 
was meant only her shipping. He had the address to pro- 
cure some money annually coming in from silver mines, 
which the Athenians had in their district, to the purposes 
of equipping and manning this fleet ; and now, upon the 
approach of Xerxes, the confederates found themselves at 
•the head of a very powerful squadron of two hundred and 
eighty sail ; the command of which was conferred upon 
^Eurybiades, a Lacedemonian. 

All measures being taken, that this brave confederacy 
could devise, 'it next remained to settle in what place they 
should first meet the Persians in vho* field, in order to dis« 
pute their entrance into Greece. The people of Thessal^ 
represented, that as they were most exposed, And £rst lia* 
ble to be attacked by the enemy, it wafibut reasonable that 
their security should he the first object of attention. The 
Greeks, willing to protect all who would declare in their 
quarrel* in pursuance of this request, resolved to send their 
*pief force to guard the passage which separates Macedo- 
nia from Thessaiy, Jiear the river Peneua. But Alexander 
ihe son of Amyntas, representing that post as untenable, 
they weff obliged to change their measures j and at. last 



« 

resolved io send a body of men to goard the pass at Thermo* 
pylae, where a few were capable of acting against numbers* 

Thermopylae- was a narrow pass of twenty- five feet 
broad, between Thessaly and Phocis, defended by the re- 
mains of a' wall» with gates to it, formerly bailt by the Pho- 
cians, to secure them against the incursions of their neigh* 
bouring enemy. From these gates, and some hot baths, 
which were at the entrance into the pass, the straight had 
its name* This was pitched upon, as well for the narrow- 
ness of the way, as for its vicinity to the sea, from whence 
the land forces could occasionally receive assistance from 
the fleet. The pom m and of this important pass was given 
to I*eonidas, one of the kings of Sparta, who led thither a 
body of six thousand men, Of these, three hunched were 
Spartans, the rest consisting of Boeotians, Corinthians, 
Phocians, and Arcadians, all such as in the present exigen- 
cy were prepared for the field, and were not afraid of the 
numbers of the enemy* Each of these had particular com- 
manders of their own, but Leonidas had the conduct of the 
whole. But though the determined resolution of these 
troops was incapable of being shaken, little was expected 
from the nature of their destination. Tfcey were all along 
taught to look upon themselves as a forlorn hope, only pla- 
ced there to check the progress of the enemy, and give 
them a foretaste of the desperate valour of Greece ; nor 
were even oracles wanting to check their ardour. It had 
been declared, that to procure the safety of Greece, it was 
necessary that a king, one of the descendents of Hercules, 
should die. This. task was cheerfully undertaken by Leo- 
•nidas ; and as he marched out from Lacedsemon, he con- 
sidered himself as a filling victim offered up for the goad 
of his country : however, he joyfully put himself at the 
head of his little band ; took possession of his post, and 
with deliberate desperation waited at Thermopylae for the 
.coming up of the Persian army. 

Xerxes, in the mean time, approaching with his nu- 
merous army, flushed with success, and confident of victo- 
ry* His camp exhibited all the marks of eastern magnifi- 
cence and Asiatic luxury. He expected to meet no obstruc- 
tion on his way to Greece ; he led On his forces rather to 
terrify the enemy than to flght them ; great therefore, was 
his snrprize, to find that a few desperate men were deter- 
mined to dispute his passage. He had all along flattered 
himself, that on the first hearing of his arrival, the Greci- 
ans would betake themselves to flight ; nor could he ever 
che persuaded to believe what Dgmaratus had assured him* 
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that at tfie first piss be came to, his whole army would be 
put to a stand. He himself took a view of their camp ami 
entrenchments. The Lacedaemonians were same of, them 
calmly amusing themselves with military exercises, others 
were combing their long hair. He enquired the reason of 
this conduct, and he was informed, that it waa the Spar- 
tan manner of preparing themselves for battle. Still, how* 
ever, entertaining some hopes of their flight, he waited four 
days to give them time to reflect on the greatness of their 
danger, but they still continued gay and unconcerned, as 
men who regarded death as the end of labour.* He sent to 
them to deliver up their arms* Leonidas, with truly Spar* 
tan contempt, desired him to come and take them. He of- 
fered, if they would lay down their arms, to receive them 
as friends, and to give them a country much larger and 
better than what they fought for. No country, they replU 
ed, was worth acceptance, unless won by virtue; and that 
for their arms, they should want them, whether as his 
friends or enemies. Upon this, the monarch addressed 
himself to Deniaratus, asking, if these desperate men could 
expect to out-run his horses ? Demaratus answered, that 
they would fight it out to the last, and not a man of them. 
Would survive his country's freedom. Some men were 
heard to say that the Persians were so numerous, that their 
darts would darken the sun. Diences, a Spartan, replied, 
* Then we shall fight in the shade.' 

Xerxes, thus treated with contempt, at length ordered 
a body of Medes to advance ; desiring such as had lost any 
of their relations at the battle of Marathon, to take their 
revenge upon the present occasion. Accordingly they be- 
gan the onset, but were repulsed with great loss. The 
number of the assailants only served to encrease their con*, 
fusion ; and H now began to appear that Xerxes had many 
followers, but few soldiers. These forces being routed by 
the Greecian troops, the Persian immortal band was brought 
up, consisting of ten thousand men, to oppose them. But 
these were as unsuccessful as the former. The charge was 
-renewed the next day, Xerxes endeavouring to inspire his 
troops with the promises of reward, since he found they 
were dead to the sense of shame. But though their charge 
was violent, it was unsupported: and the Greeks standing 
^closely connected in a body, withstood the shock, and filled 
the way with Persian carcasses. During these unsuccess* 
ful assaults, Xerxes was a spectator, sitting upon his throne, 
placed upon an eminence, and directing the order of battle, 
impetuous in his pride and resentment, and now and then 
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seen to leap from his seat when he beheld his troops in c en- 
fusion, or offering to give way. 

Thus did the Greeks keep their ground for two days, 
and no power on earth seemed capable of removing them 
from their advantageous station. Xerxes, out of all hopes 
of being able to force a passage, appeared under the great- 
est consternation ; but he was relieved from his embarrass* 
merit by the appearance of Epiaites, a Trachinian, who had 
deserted from the enemy, ami undertook to shew his troops 
a secret path that led through the defiles of the mountains, 
and through which a body of forces might be led to full up- 
on the Greecians in the rear* He quickly, therefore, dis- 
patched a body of twenty thousand men thither, who march- 
ing all night, arrived at the break of day at "the top of the 
mountain, and possessed themselves of that advantageous 
post. * -,»-■- 

The Greefcs were soon apprised of this misfortune, 
and Leonid as seeing that his post was no longer tenable, ad- 
vised the troops of his allies to retire* and reserve theow- 
selves for better times, and the future safety of Greece. 
As for himself, and his fellow Spartans, they were obliged 
by their laws not to fly ; that he owed a life to his country, 
and that it was now his duty to fait in its defence* Thus, 
having dismissed all but his three hundred Spartans, with 
some Thespians; and Thebans, in all not a thousand men, 
he exhorted his followers in the most cheerful manner to 
prepare for death. * Come, my fellow- soldiers,' says he, 
* let us dine cheerfully here^for to-night we shall su/i with Pluto/ 
His men upon hearing his determined purpose, set up a 
loud shout, as if they had been invited to a banquet, and 
resolved every man to sell his life as dearly as he could. 
The night now began to advance, and this was thought the 
most glorious opportunity of meeting death in the enemy's 
camp, where the silence would favour desperation, and hide 
the smannes* of their rfumbers. Thus resolved, they made 
directly for the Persran tents, and, in the darkness of the 
night, had almost reached the royal; pavilion, with hope* 
of surprising the king. The obscurity added much to the 
horror of the scene, and the Persians falling upon each other 
without distinction, rather assisted the Grecians than de- 
fended themselves. Thus, success seemed to crown the 
rashness of their en terprize, until the morning beginning to 
dawn, the light discovered ,th© smatmess of their numbers. 
They were soon, therefore, surrounded by the Persian for- 
ces, who, fearing to fait in upon them, flung their javelin* 
from every quarter 5 till the Greeks, not so much conquer- 
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tered enemy ; leaving behind them an example of intrepi- 
dity 'never known before. Leohidaswas one of the first that 
fell ; and the endeavours of the Lacedaemonians to defend 
bis dead body were incredible. It was found after the 
battle) buried under a mountain of the dead » and was nail- 
ed to a cross, by way of infamy, by the brutal victor* Of 
all the train, two only escaped, whose names were Aristo- 
demus and Panites- The latter, upon his. return to Sparta, 
was branded with infamy, and treated with such contempt, 
that he killed himself. Aristodemus reserved himself for 
another occasion ; and by his bravery at the battle of Plata 
recovered that honour which he had lost. Some time after 
this transaction, the Amphyctions ordered a magnificent 
monument to be erected over these brave defenders of their 
country, and S*monide* r th£ poet, wrote their, epUaph» - 

Xerxes in the battle is said to have lost twenty thousand 
men, among which were two ofhis brothers. But to con* 
ceal the greatness of his loss from the army be caused all 
but a thousand of those that were slain, to be buried in holes 
indiscriminately ; however, his stratagem had very bad 
success, for when the soldiers of his Beet were curious some 
time after in taking a survey of the field of battle, they dis- 
covered the artifice; and urged it as an act of flagrant im- 
piety against him. 

Dismayed at an obstinacy in the enemy that cost bim 
so dear, Xerxes was for some time more inclined to try his 
fortune at sea, than to proceed immediately into the coun- 
try, where he had learned from Demaratua, that eight 
thousand Spartans such as he had but lately, fought with, 
.were ready to receive him. Accordingly, the very day of 
the battle of Thermopylae, there was an engagement at sea 
between the two fleets. The Grecian fleet consisted of two 
hundred and seventy-one vessels. That of the enemy bad 
lately lost four hundred vessels in a shipwreck, hut was still 
greatly superior to the fleet of the Grecians* To repair 
this loss by a victory, two hundred Persian vessels had or- 
ders to take a compass and surprize the Grecians lying in 
the streighu of Eubxa ; but the Grecians, bring apprized 
of their designs, set sail by night, and **>» by % counter 
surprise, fell in with them, while they were thus separated 
from their main squadron ; took and sunk thirty, forced 
th« rest to sea; and there, J>y stress of weathe'H they were 
all, soon after, either sunk or stranded* Enraged at these 
disappointments, the Persians bore down the next day witU 
their whole fleet, and drawing up in form of an half raoon, 
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made an offer oT battle, which the Greeks as readily ac- 
cepted. The Athenians, having been reinforced with three 
and fifty sail, the batik was very obstinate and bloody, and 
the success pretty near equal on both sides ; so that both 
parties seemed content to retire in good order. 

All these actions which passed near Artemisa, though 
at that time indecisive, yet served not a little to animate 
and Inspire the Athenians, who were now taught to think 
that there was nothing either formidable in the numbers, or 
useful in the size of the Persian ships. Thus strengthen- 
ing themselves with the hopes of more splendid engage- 
ments they sailed away from Artemiso and stopped at Sa- 
lamis, where they might most conveniently assist the Athe- 
nians* 

In the mean time Xerxes having entered with his nu- 
merous army into the eountry of Phocis, burning and plun- 
dering every town through which he passed. The inhabi- 
tants of Peloponnesus, who were naturally defended* by* 
their inaccessible situation, as their country was joined to 
the continent only by a neck of land, thought it the most 
prudent way to defend the Isthmus by a wall, to take shel- 
ter behind that rampart, and to leave the rest of Greece to 
the mercy of the conqueror. ' The Athenians, however, 
whose country lay without the Isthmus, remonstrated loud- 
ly against this desertion, and endeavoured to persuade the 
Greeks to face the enemy in the plain. But prudence pre 
vailed, and Theimstocles gave them to understand that 
though their country should be for a while over-run by the 
barbarous invader, yet they had still their wooden walls to 
rely on, for their fleet was ready to transport them to such of 
their settlements as they thought proper. At first, however, 
this advice was the most hateful that could be imagined; 
The people thought themselves inevitably lost, if they should 
once abandon the temples of their Gods, and the tombs of 
their ancestors. But Themistocles using all his eloquence 
and address ta work upon their passions, represented to 
them that Athens did not consist either of its walls or its 
houses, but of its citizens, and that the saving of these was 
the true preservation of the state. A decree therefore was 
passed, by which it was ordained, that Athens for a while 
should be given up in trust to the gods, afld that all the in- 
habitants, whether in freedom or slavery, should embark 
on board the fleet. In this calamitous desertion Cimon, 
though very young, was seen encouraging the citizens by 
his words and example. Bearing in his bands a part of his 
horse's -furniture, he went to*>ffer it asv now useless, in the 
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temple of Minerva, and then going down to the water side 
was ti e first that cheerfully went on board. When he was 
followed by the rest of the city, so moving and melancholy 
a sight drew tears even from the most obdurate. A brave, 
generous, polite and ancient people now forced from their 
native seats to undergo all the vicissitudes and dangers of 
the sea, to implore a retreat from foreign states, and give 
up their native lands to the spoiler, was a" most moving 
spectacle. Yet the steadiness and courage of some, and 
the pious resignation of all, demanded the utmost admira- 
tion. The young and adventurous embarked for Salamis, 
the old, the women, and children., took shelter at the city 
of Trezerie, the inhabitants of which generously offered 
them an asylum. They even allowed them a maintenance 
at the ex pence of the public ; permittee! their children to 
gather fruit wherever they pleased, and appointed masters 
for their instruction. But iji this general desertion, that 
which extremely raised the compassion of all, was the 
great numbers of old men they were Obliged to leave in the* 
city on account of N their age and infirmities. Many also 
voluntarily remained behind, believing that the .citadel 
which they had fortified with wooden ramparts, was what 
the oracle pointed out for general security. To heighten 
this scene of general distress, the matrons were seen cling- 
ing with fond affection to the places in which they had so 
long resided ; the wives filled the streets with loud lamenta- 
tions, and even the poor domestic animals seemed to take 
a part in the general concern. It was impossible to see 
these poor creatures run howling a»d crying after their 
masters, who w^re going on ship-boj8*d, without being 
strongly affected. Among these, the faithfulness of a 
particular dog is recorded, who jumped in the sea after 
his master, and continued swimming as near as he could 
to the vessel till he landed at Salamis? and died the mo- 
ment after upon the shore. Those few inhabitants that 
remained behind** retired into the citadel, where, literally 
interpreting the oracle, they fortified it as well as they 
could, and patiently awaited the invader's approach. 

Whilst Xerxes was continuing his march, he was told 
that the Grecians were employed in- seeing the games and 
eombats then celebrating at Olympia. It was not without 
indignation that he found his power so little able to terrify 
his enemies' or interrupt their amusements. Having sent 
off a considerable detachment of his army to plunder the 
temple at Delphos, with tire rest he marched down into 
Attica, where he found Athens deserted of all but a few in 
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to Attica, where he found Athens deserted of all but a few 
in the citadel. These men, despairing of succour, and un- 
willing to survive the loss of their country, would listen to 
no terms of accommodation ; they boldly withstood the 
first. assault, said, warmed by the enthusiasm of religion, 
began to hope for success. But a second assault carried their 
feeble out-works, they were all put to the sword, and the 
citadel reduced to ashes. Flushed with this success, Xer- 
xes immediately dispatched a messenger to Susa with the 
news of his victories ; and, at the same time, sent a great 
number of pictures and statues, among which were those of 
Uarmodius and Aristogitan. 

In the mean time, the confederate Greeks summoned * 
council of war to consult uppn the proper manner and place 
of opposing this barbarous inundation. With respect to 
the operation by land, it was universally determined to de- 
fend the isthmus by a wait, and Cleombrotus, the brother 
of Leonidas, was appointed to command that station ; but 
as to the operations at sea, these were not so generally a- 
greed on. Euribyades, the Spartan, who was appointed to 
the command of the fleet, was for having it in advance near 
the isthmus, that it might co-operate with the army on land, 
but Themistocles was entirely of another opinion, and as- 
serted, that it would be the most manifest error to abandon 
so advantageous a post as that of Salamis, where they were 
then. stationed* They were now, he said, in possession of 
the narrow seas, where the number of tbe enemy could ne-. 
ver avail them; that the only hope now left the Athenians 
was their fleet, and that this must not be capriciously given- 
up by ignorance to the enemy. Euribyades, who consider- 
ed himself as glanced at, could not contain his resentment, 
but offered to strike Themistocles for his insolence,. Strike 
me, cried the Athenian, strike me, but hear me* His mode- 
ration and his reason prevailed ; the generals were recon- 
ciled to each other, atid the result of the council, .was, tha* 
they should prepare to receive the Persians on the Isthmus 
by land, and in the streights of Salamis by sea.. ..•/«• , 

Mean while Xerxes, after having demolished and .burnt 
Athens, marched down towards the sea to act in conjunction 
with his fleet, which he had* determined should once. more 
come to an engagement with that of the enemy'. This was 
»mtt Themistocles most ardently desired in hi* present situ- 
ation: but he was fearful his con federates wen: Id not -have 
courage to abide the encounter* Their thoughts wcr»&tHl 
btnt upon sailing towards the 'taihmua, and assisting their 
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exigence, was obliged to have recourse to one of those 
stratagems, which mark superiority of genius; he contrived 
to let Xerxes privately understand, thai the confederates 
were now assembled at Salamia, preparing for flighty and 
that it would be an easy task to attack and destroy tfeeoti* 
This information was attended with the desired- success. 
Xer*es gave orders to his fleet to. surround Salamis by night, 
in order to prevent an escape which he so. much dneaded. 

In this manner the Grecian fleet was blocked up, and 
no safety remained but in intrepidity and conquest. Even 
The'mistocles himself was not apprised of the situation of 
his own forces and that of the enemy ; all the narrow 
straights were blocked up, and the rest of the Persian fleet 
was. sent for, to make every passage impracticable* in this 
exigence, Aristides, in whose bosom, the love of his country 
always prevailed over every private revenge, was- resolved 
to venture all, in order to apprize Themistocles of his situ* 
ation and danger* He was then at Egina, where he had 
some forces under bis command, and with very great dan- 
ger ventured in a small boat through all the fleet of the 
enemies by night. Upon landing, he made up to the tent 
of Themistocles* and addressed him in the following man- 
ner: « If we are wise T Themistocles, we shall henceforth 
lay aside those vain and puerile dissensions which have 
hitherto separated us. Our strife, and a noble emulation 
it is, now remains for us, which of us shall be most ser- 
viceable to our country. It is yours to command as a 
general, it is mine to obey as a subject, and happy shall I 
be, if my advice can an y way contribute to your and my 
country's glory/ He then informed him of the fleet's 
real situation, and warmly exhorted him to give battle with* 
out delay* Themistocles felt all that generous gratitude 
which so disinterested a conduct demanded; and, eager to 
shew a return of noble friendship, let -him into all his pro- 
jects and aims, particularly this last, of suffering himself to 
be surrounded* After this, they used their joint authority 
with the other commanders to persuade them to engage ; 
and Accordingly both fleets prepared themselves for battle* 

The Grecian fleet consisted of three hundred and eighty 
ships, the Persian fleet was much more numerous* But 
whatever advantage they had in numbers and the size of 
their shipping) they fell infinitely short of the Greeks in 
their naval skill, and their acquaintance with the seas wiiere 
they fought ; but it was particularly in their commander 
that the Greeks had the advantage. Euribyades had no- 
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mraalfy the conduct of the fleet ; bat Thetnittocies in reality 
conducted all their operations. Nothing escaped his vigi* 
lance r and he knew how to improve every incident to th« 
greatest advantage. He there lore, deferred the onset un- 
til a wind, which at that time of the year was periodical, 
and which he knew would be favourable, set in* As soon 
as this arose, the signal was given for battle ; and the Gre- 
cian fleet sailed forward in exact order. 

Xerxes, imputing: his former ill success at sea to his 
own absence, was resolved to be a witness of the present 
-engagement frem the top of apromontory ; where he caused 
a throne to be erected for that purpose. Thi9 served, in 
some -measure, to animate his forces, who, conscious of their 
king's observance, resolved to. merit his applause. The 
Persians, therefore, advanced with such conrage and impe- 
tuosity, aft struck the enemy with terror; but their ardour 
abated when the engagement became closer. The numer- 
ous disadvantages of their circumstances and situation then 
began to appear. The wind blew directly in their faces ; 
the height and heaviness of their vessels rendered them on- 
wieldly and useless ; even the number of their ships, in the 
narrow sea where they fought, only served to embarrass and 
encrease their confusion. The Ionians, whom Themistocles 
had implored try characters engraven along the rocks of 
their coast, to remember from whence they derived their 
original, were the first who betook themselves to flight. In 
the other wing the contest was for some time doubtful ; 
u« til the Phoenicians and Cyprians, being driven on shore, 
the rest retired in great disorder, and fell foul of each other 
in their retreat, In this total defection, Artemisa alone 
seemed to stop the progress of victory ; and at the head of 
her five ships, performed incredible acts of valour. Xer- 
xes, who was a spectator of her conduct, could not help 
crying out that hi* soldiers behaved like women in the con- 
flict, and the women like soldiers. As this queen, from 
her signal intrepidity, was 'become very obnoxious to the 
Athenians, a price had been set on her head : sensible of 
which as she was on the pdint of falling into their hands, - 
by a lucky turn of thought, she pretended to desert from 
her own party, and to fall foul of one of their ships ; the 
Greeks thus concluding, that she either belonged to them, 
or was a deserter, permitted her to escape. In the mean 
time, the confederates, pursued the Persian fleet on every 
side ; some were intercepted at the straights of Attica ; 
many were sunk, and .more taken. Above two hundred 
were burnt, ail the Test 'were dispersed ; and the allies, 
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dreading the resentment of the Greeks, as well as of the 
Persian king, made the best of their way to their own 
country. 

Such was the success of the battle of Salami*, in which 
the Persians had received a severer blow than they had ever 
hitherto experienced from Greece. Themistocles, in a se- 
cvet .conversation with Aristides, was, or pretended to be 
so elated, gs to propose breaking down the bridge by which 
rXerxes had made his way into Europe, Whether The- 
imstocles was really sincere in the proposal, remains a 
doubt, but Aristides used all his powers to persuade his co* 
adjuior From such an undertaking. He represented to him 
the danger of reducing so powerful an enemy to desperation 
and asserted, that it was his wish to be relieved from such 
on intruder with all possible' dispitch, Themistocles at 
once acquiesced in his reasons ; and, in order to hasten 
the king's departure, eontriye.dto have him secretly inform- 
ed that the Grecians designed to break down the bridge. 

The situation of Xerxes was sugh, that the smallest re- 
pulse WoSsumVieM to wean I tire" from his darling expedition. 
Astonished at the lute overthrow-) and alarmed at this new 
information, he only wanted a decent opportunity to retreat, 
when Muidonius came conveniently to extricate him from 
l.h embarrassments. He began by extenuating the late 
loss, and the many expedients that remained to relieve their 
situation; he laid all the blame of their defeat -upon the 
cowardice of tht auxiliaries, and their insincere attachment 
to hi* kingdom ; lest the fame of his ill success, which al- 
ways represents things worse than they are, should occa-' 
sion any commotions in his absence. He engaged* if h,e 
Would leave him three hundred thousand of his choice troops 
to subdue all Greece with glory. On the other band, if 
the event proved otherwise, he would take all the blame of 
miscarriage; and suffer in person, if it were to retrieve 
the honour of his master, This advice was very well re- 
ceived by Xerxes, who thinking-enough hud been given to 
glory, when he had made himself master of Athens, prepa- 
red to return to Persia at the head of a part of his army ; 
leaving the other part of it with Mardonius : not so much 
with the hope, of reducing Greece, as through the fear of 
being pursued. 

These resolutions were communicated in a council held 
soon after the fight ; and the night following the fleet set 
sail in great confusion towards the Hellespont, and took up 
their winter quarters at Cuma. The king himself leaving 
his generals to take care of the army, hastened with a 



atifttl *etfJ«ns to the sfc* side,. *htch hfe Wadied Tdrty-6'f b r 
d*ys after Ahfe taftlfe Of Salami s\ When he arrived at thfe* 
pfaee, he fbuftd «tb^ bridge broken doWn by the violence 62 
tfre Wave* ill Si teihfrtjat that had lately happened there. He 
Wa&, Jhfcf efbre, Obliged fco pass the freight in at srnafl boat ; 
Which toafcHer trf r^tOWiiOg, being compared to the osten- 
tation tti6th&d ih Which he had set out, rendered his dis- 
grace s*iH rtiofe poignttn-t Mid afflicting. The army which 
he had Wderfcd tt* follow hitin, having been unprovided 
With proVislotft, ttrfterfed gretrt hardships by the Way. After 
having feonstfmtf! all the cfcrh they could find, they Weto 
*bhged to live tfpoft herbs, and fcveti upon the batk and 
leaves rf frfceft* Thosliarf&ssed «nd fatigued, a pestitence 
begun Yd complete ttoeir nrnery ; and, after a fatiguing 
journey of foNy~$v* d'ays, iti Which they Were pursued ra- 
ther fcy *6lUi¥esaiid beasts of pre?* than by then-, they cante 
10 the ffetteapont, Where they crossed over, and marched 
ftotti theftfe* to &ard». Such w*s the ehd of Kernes' ex- 
petition trtto Q*reefee. A nieasUre Iteguh fa prides and ttfr- 
ftfittating in infamy. It H to be Observed) hoWVvef, that 
tre have all this accttttht fron* tfce Greek wrftet* oniy* Witt 
Ho doubt have been partial to their countrymen* I am told* 
that the Person historians represent this e*pedftroh in it 
very different light and say, that the King Was recalled in 
the Midst <rf his successes to qtjell ah insurrection at home* 
Se this as it will, the affair* af Persia seeded, after that* to 
go backward until tfrt tlrne When Alexander* fed a fc6iri|«rtiv* 
ing arttiy of Greeks to invade tbefti ih tartt. 
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From $he retreat rf Xerxes to /** ^<w* tondudcd betwt&i 
the Greek* and the Pirsidns. 

ittlE eatfiest object the Greeks tfibK cate tff, after At 
buttle of Salaries, was to send the first fruits of A ^jf 
the rich spoil they had taken frofri th^ Persians ,-£r 
to Deiphos, Considered in a cohfederated light, * 

they were ever attentive to thti duties of religion; and 
though the sects afrd opinions in philosophy, taught man. 

6"* ^ , 



kind to entertain but very mean ideas of the objects of pub- 
lic warship,, yet it was religion that formed their bond 
of union ; and, for a while, held them feebly together. 
When that bond came to be broken, and the council of the 
Amphyctions became rather a political than a religious 
assembly, the general union no longer prevailed ; and the- 
different states fell a sac ranee to their own contentions. 

The joy of the Greeks upon this victory was general 
and loud ; every commander had his share of honour, but 
the glory of Themistocles eclipsed thatof all the rest. It was 
a custom in Greece, that after a battle the commanding 
officers should declare who had distinguished themselves 
most, by writing the names of such as merited the first and 
second rewards. On this occasion each officer concerned, 
adjudged the first rank to himself, but all allowed the se- 
cond to Themistocles, which was, in fact, a tacit superiori- 
ty. This was farther Confirmed by the Lacedemonians, 
♦who carried him in triumph to Sparta •;, and having adjudg- 
ed the rewards of valour to their own countryman, Eury- 
biades, adjudged that of wisdom to Themistocles. They 
crowned him with olive; presented him with a rich cha- 
liot, and conducted him with three hundred horse to the 
confines of theix state. But still there was an homage paid 
him that flattered his pride yet more ; when he appeared 
at the Olympic games, the spectators received him with 
uncommon acclamations. As soon as he appeared the whole 
assembly rose up to do him honour; nobody regarded either 
' the games or the combatants ; Themistocles was the only 
spectacle worth their atteniionV Struck with such flattering 
honours, he could not help observing; that, be that day 
reaped the fruits of all his labours. 

After the Grecians were returned from pursuing the 
Persian fleet, Themistocles sailed to all the islands that had 
espoused their interests in order to levy contributions. The 
first he applied to, was that of Andros, from whose inhabi- 
tants he required a considerable sum. 2 come, said he, to 
you accompanied iy two very powerful divinities, Persuasion 
and Necessity. Alas! replied they, we also have divinities 
on our side. Poverty and Impossibility* In consequence of 
this reply, be blocked them up for some time : but finding 
ihem too well fortified, he was obliged to retire. Some 
other islands, however, were neither furnished with so 
much reason or so much power. He exacted large sums 
from all such as were incapable of opposition ; and these 
contributions, he chiefly converted to his own private ad- 
vantage, thus shewing in his own charactei two very oddly 
assorted qualities, avarice and ambition. 
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In the mean time, Mardonius, who remained in Greece 
with a body of three hundred thousand men, pasted the 
•winter in Thessaly ; and, in the beginning of .spring, Jed 
the at down into the province of Boeotia. From thence he 
sent Alexander, king of Macedonia,, with a splendid veti* 
nue to Athens, with proposals for an accommodation ; and 
to endeavour to make them separate their interests from 
the general cause of Greece. He offered to rebuild their 
city ; to give them a considerable sum of money ; to suffer, 
them to enjoy their laws and constitution, and to give them 
the government of all Greece. Aristides was. at that time 
in the highest office, being principal Archon at Athens. It 
was in his presence, that the king of Mace don made his 
proposals; and that the deputies from the other states of 
Greece endeavoured to avert the force of them. But Aris- 
tides wanted no prompter, but the natural dictates of his 
own heart* to give them an answer. 'To men,' said he, 
bred up to pleasure and ignorance, it i-srnatural to proffefr 
great , rewards ; and to hope by bribes to buy off virtue* 
Barbarians who "make silver and gold the chiefobjects of 
their esteem, may be excused for thinking to corrupt the 
fidelity of every people ; 'but that the Lacedaemonians, who 
came to remonstrate against these offers, should suppose 
they could, prevail, was indeed surprising* The Athenians 
have the common liberty of Greece intrusted, to their care, 
and mountains of gold are not able to shake their fidelity* 
No: so long as that sun which the Persians Wore conti- 
nues to shine with wonted splendour, so long shall the, 
Athenians be mortal enemies to the Persians; so > long 
shall they continue to pursue them, for ravaging their 
lands, for burning their houses, and polluting their tern-* 
pies : such is the answer we return to the Persian proposal 
and you, 'continued he/ addressing himself to Alexander* 
* if you are truly their friend, refrain, for the future, from 
being the bearer of such proposals ; your honour, and per- 
haps even your safety demands it.' 

Ail treaty being thus brokeup, MardenLus prepared to 
act with. vigour, and invaded Aitica, which 'the Athenians 
were onGe more obliged to. desert and leave to liisfury. He 
entered Athens ten months after it had been taken by Xer<- 
aces, the inhabitants. having again conveyed themuelvesto 
Salamis, and other neighbouring places, rln that state of 
exile and want, they continued ^contented with all their 
sufferings, since repaid by freedom. Even Lycidas; a^e- 
nator, who attempted to propose a submission, was stoned 
to death) w^ile his wife and children met. with the same 



fete from the wm&n* *o strong Iras the ttWftitm frtiich 
the Athenians had conceived against ail eommttftteatt6fk& 
with Persia. 

I« the mean time, the Spartan*, whose fltfty ft Was t<» 
co-operate with the Athenians with equal ardour* <mibibd» 
ful of the general came, only thought of itiaktog prepara- 
tion* for their own security ; and resolved to fortify the itftk* 
muftr in ordeir to hinder the enemy from entering *tfto Pte- 
toponnesus. This the Athenians considered as a base and 
ungrateful defection, and sent deputies to remohstr&t<c 
against the Spartan conduct* * These had orders t6 say, 
that if Sparta would persist fat its partial method of seeking 
security, the Athenians would fottow their example ; afxl, 
instead of suffering alt for Greece, would torn with tfeeir 
fleet to the Persians, who, being thus masters of the sea 
could invade the territory of Sparta whenever they should 
think proper. These menaces had so good an etf&t* that 
five thousand men were privately dispatGhed, each attended 
with seven Helotes, and were actually upon their nrftpcfe 
before the Spartans gave the Athenian deputies any answer* 

Mardonius had left Attica at this time, and was on 
his- return to the country of Bdeotla, where he re90lved to 
await the approach of the enemy, as he could there draw 
up his forces with greater ease than in the hilly parts of 
Attica, where a few might be opposed to numbers with 
greater success. He encamped by the river Asopus, along 
the banks of which his army extended, consisting of three 
hundred thousand fighting men. 

Great as this army was, the Greeks, with much inferior 
forces, resolved to meet it in the field. Their ..forces Were 
by thistime assembled, and amounted to seventy thousand 
men. Of these, five thousand were Spartans, attended ty 
thirty-five thousand Helotes. The Athenians amounted to 
eight thousand, and the troops of the allies made Up the 
remainder, in the right wing of this army the Spartans 
were placed, commanded by Cleombrotus ; in the left Wing 
the Athenians, with Aristules at their head. In this order 
they followed MardonUisinto &<eotia, deterrftifted cm trying 
the fate of a battle ; and eneamped at no great distance 
from them at the foot of Nfoaot-^ythferotu Here they 
continued for some time, awaiting in dreadful suspense a 
battle that was to determine the fete of Greece. Some 
skirmishing between* the Persian CaValry and the wing of 
tharGreecian army, in Which the latter were successful, 
seemed to give a presage -of future victory, which, however) 
far ten days neither sicte seemed willing to strike for. 
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While the two armies were thus opposed, waiting the 
most favourable opportunity of engaging; the Greeks, by 
their mutual dissentions, were upon the point of losing 
their '/freedom in satisfying, their mutual jealousy. The 
first dispute that arose in the army, was begun by the 
Tegeans, who contended with the Athenians upon the point 
of precedence. They willingly allowed the Spartans the 
command of the right wing, as they constantly had it ; but 
they insisted on having the left, alledging, that they had 
earned it by former acts of valour and well known success. 
The dispute ran high ; a mutinous disposition began to pre- 
vail in all parts of the army ; and the enemy were likely 
to become victorious without a blow* In this gcn.eral spt* 
rit of 'distention, Aristides alone appeared unmoved.— 
Long noted for his impartiality and justice, all parties fix- 
ed their eyes upon him, as the only moderator from whom 
they could expect satisfaction. Wherefore turning him' 
self to the Spartans, and some of the rest of the confede- 
rates, he addressed them in the following manner: — 'It 
is not now a time, my friends, to dispute of the merit of 
past services, for all boasting is vain in the day of danger* 
Let it be the brave man's pride to rest assured, that it i* 
not the post or station Which gives courage* op which can 
take it away. I head the Athenians, whatever post you 
shall assign us we will maintain it; and make our station, 
wherever we are placed, the post of true honour and milita- 
ry glory.— We are come hither not to contend with our 
friends; but to fight with our enemies;, not to boast of 
our ancestors ; but to imitate them* This battle will dis- 
tinguish the particular merit of each city, each command 
der, and even the lowest centinel will share the honour of 
the day.' . This speech determined the council of war in 
favour of the Athenians, who, thereupon, were allowed* to 
maintain their former station, " 

A fatal conspiracy in the midst ofthe Athenians threat- 
ened consequences stilt more dangerous, as they were un* 
seen. Some of the best and richest families, who had -wasv 1 
ed their fortunes in the war, andlosttbeircredil in the city, en- 
tered into a confederacy to deliver up Greece into the hands 
of the Persians. Aristides, however, still watchful, in the ser- 
vice ?of the state, was early informed of their machinations* 
and instantly laid their schemes before the general council. 
Notwithstanding he was contented with having eight of the 
conspirators arrested ; and* of these, tw'p only were reser- 
ved for trial. Yet his lenity, or, to call it by a timer name 



hi* prudence* would not permit him to act rigorously 
even against these ; as he knew that severity in times *£ 
general danger would but depress the ardour of the army, 
he permitted them to escape; and thus sacrificed public 
justice to public security. 

Both armies had now continued; for ten days in sight 
«f each other, in anxious expectation of an engagement ; 
both williug io begin, yet afraid to strike, as the aggressor 
was to engage at a disadvantage.— But Mardonius beu>& 
naturally of an impatient, fiery disposition, grew very dn- 
jeasy at so long a delay. Besides, he had not much provi- 
sions left for his army, and the Grecians grew every day 
stronger by the addition of fresh supplies. He therefore, 
called a council^ of war to deliberate whether he should 
gi ve battle ;-*Arta,baz u s, a pe rsoa of si« gular merit and great 
experience, was of opinion that they should not hazard a 
battle ; but that they should retire under the walls of T-he- 
Ws ; while the enemy, formed of various troops, and sub- 
ject to different -leaders, would destroy <each other by their 
own distentions ; or might be partly corrupted to^give up 
the common cause. This opinion was the most reasonable ; 
hut Mardonius, spurred on by his natural impetuosity, and 
wearied with a protracting war, resolved to engage ; nor 
had the rest courage to contradict his resolution. The result 
therefore, was that they should give battle the next day. 

This being .resolved on the side of Persia, the Greek* 
wfcre not less prepared for the engagement* for they had 
keen secretly apprized, the night before, by Alexander, 
king of Macedon, of the result of the Persian councils.— 
Pausanias, therefore, gave orders to his army to prepare 
themselves, for battle; and drawing up his forces, placed 
the Athenians on the right, as being. better acquainted with 
the Persian manner of fighting, and flushed with former 
success** Whether it was fear or prudence that' suggested 
this change to the General, the Athenians took the post of 
honour with exultation; nothing was heard among them 
but mutual exhortations to bravery, a«d a steady resolution 
to conquer tyr fall. But Mardonius hearing of this altera- 
tion in the disposition of the Greeciah army, made an alter- 
ation also in his own. This also once more produced a 
change in the disposition of the Greeks; by this changing 
and re-changing the order of battle, nothing farther was 
dune for .that day. 

At night the Greeks held a council of w*r, in .which 
- k was resolved, that! hey should decamp from their present 
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stftnjfto&t and twwcli to aro&ber, moce conveniently aftoa* 
ted fo» wstter* As their removal was* to be performed i» 
the night* much disorder endued ; and in the morning,. 
Mardonius perceive<\them scattered over the plain, he strp- 
posed that thef were flying, rather than retreating; he, 
tsere* resolved to pursue with hi 9 whole army. The Greeks 
perceiving hw design, soort poilected their scattered forces 
which (fee darkness Had dispersed, but net intimidated, and 
baking near the little city of Ptatea, there determined to 
a*»aii the shock of their pursuers. The barbarian forces 
boob- came up t<* the engagement with their accustomed 
howling, expecting rather to plunder than to fight. The 
Lacedaemonians, who closed up the rear of the Grecian 
amoyy were th© first who supported the shock of the assai- 
lants. They-- were in some measure separated from the 
rest of the army by the obstinacy of one of their own regi- 
raea*s> who considered their retreat as contrary to the idea 
oi Spartan discipline, but still consisting of a formidable 
body of men, they were in * capacity of making head 
against the invaders. Collecting themselves into a Phalanx 
they slood impenetrable aud immovable, to all the assaults 
of the enemy* ~ 

In the mean time, the Athenian troops, who were ap- 
prised of the attack, quickly turned back, in order to assist 
their allies ; but the Greeks, who were in Persian pay, to 
the number of five thousand, intercepted their return— 
Thus, the battle was divided into two, and fought with 
great ardour /in various parts of the field. • But nothing 
could resist the weight of the Spartan phalanx, who, after 
Some time, broke in upon the Persian forces, and put them 
into disorder. In this tumult, Mardonius, in attempting to 
restore the order of battle, and rushing into the midst of the 
carnage, was killed by Aimnestus, a Spartan; and, soon 
after, all his army betook themselves to flight. The other 
Greek troops soon followed the brave example set them by 
Sparta, and the rout became general. Artab4fcus, who 
commanded a body of forty thousand Persians, fled with 
them towards the Hellespont ; while the rest fortified them- 
selves ii* their camp by wooden ramparts, The*e they were 
attacked by the" Spartans, but being not well skilled in that 
part of war, the Athenians soon came up to their assistants 
and soon effected a breach in this hasty rampart. It was 
then that the slaughter of the enemy was indiscriminate and 
terrible. Of all the Persian army that had taken refuge 
there, not' four thousand men escaped. Above an hundred 
thousand men were put to the sword f%nd the conquerors, 
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willing to rid their country at Rnce of their terrible inva- 
ders, refused to give quarters. Thus ended the Persian 
invasions of Greece, nor ever after was the Persian army- 
seen to cross the Hellespont. 

The carnage being at last over, the Greeks buried their 
'dead, which at most did not amount to ten thousand men ; 
and soon after, as a testimony of their gratitude to Heaven, 
they caused a statue of Jupiter to be made at the general 
expence, which they placed in his temple at Olympia.— 
The names of the several nations of Greece that were pre- 
sent in the engagement, were engraven on the right side 
of the pedestal of the statue, the Spartans first, the Athen- 
ians next, and all the rest in order. 

In the mean time, while success attended the Grecian 
arms upon land, they were not less fortunate at sea. The 
greatest part of the Persian fleet, after the defeat at Salami s, 
-wintered at Comae ; and in the Spring moved to Samos, 
both to guard and awe the coasts of Asia. The Grecians, 
in the mean time, were refitting their ships at JLgina, and 
being importuned by the Samians, they put to sea under 
the conduct of Leotichydes, the Spartan* and Xanthippus, 
'the Athenian. The Persians apprized of their approaching, 
and having long experienced their own inferiority, would 
not venture to oppose them at sea, bat drew up their ships 
upon land at Mycale, a promontory of Ionia, where they 
fortified them with a wall and deep trench, while they were 
alsp protected by an army of sixty thousand foot, under 
the command of Tigranes. This, however, did not deter the 
Greeks from venturing to attack them Leotichydes hav- 
ing endeavoured to make the Ionians revoit, landed his 
forces, and the. next day prepared for the assault. He drew 
up his army ii> two bodies ; the. one consisting chiefly of 
Athenians and Corinthians, kept the plain, whilst the other 
of Lacedaemonians, marched over the hills and precipices 
to gain the highest ^'bund. The battle being joined, great 
courage *nd resolution was shewn on both sides; and th« 
fortune of the day continued for a long time in suspense. 
The defection of the Greek auxiliaries in the Persian atmy, 
turned the fate of the battle: the Persians were soon rout- 
ed, and pursued with great slaughter to their very tents. 
The Athenians had made themselves masters of the field 
before the Lacedemonians could come to their assistanpe, 
so that all the share these had in the action, was to disperse 
some Persian troops which were attempting to make a re- 
gular. retreat; soon after, their ramparts. were forced, and 
all thtir vessels buttfe so that nothing cou!4 be more com- 



plete than the victory at Mycale. Tigranes, the Persian 
general, and forty thousand men of his army, lay dead on. 
the field of battle : the fleet was destroyed; and of tho* 
great army brought into Europe by Xerxes, scarce one re* 
roained to bring back the tidings* 

The battle of Platxa was fought in the morning, and 
that of Mycale in the evening of the same day. But what 
is very extraordinary, it is universally affirmed, that the 
victory at Piataea was' known at Mycale before the battle 
begun, though it is a passage of several days , from one 
place to the other. It is roost probable, that Leotichy- 
des made use of the report to encourage his army, and 
incite them to emulate their associates in the cause of free - 
don*. 

During these misfortunes, Xerxes, who had been the 
cause of all, lay at Sardis, expecting the event of his expe- 
dition ; but every hour coming loaded with the news of 
some fatal disaster, finding himself unable to retrieve h is 
affairs, he retired farther into the country ; arid endeavour- 
ed to drown in luxury and riot the uneasy reflections of his 
unsuccessful ambition. To the wantof success abroad, was 
added the contempt of his subjects at home'; and this 
brought on a train of treasons, insurrections, sacrilege, mur- 
der, incest, and cruelty; so that the latter part of his 
reign was as scandalous as the first part of it had been un» 
fortunate. 

The Grecian fleet, after the battle of Mycale, set sail/ 
towards the Hellespont, in order to possess themselves of 
the bridges which Xerxes had built over that str eight : but 
finding them already destroyed by the tempestuous wea* 
ther, ihey returned home. From this time, alt the cities 
of Ionia revolted from the Persians ; and having entered 
into the general confederacy, most of them preserved their 
liberty during the time that eitfpi re subsisted* 

The treasures which the Persians had brought into 
Greece were very great; and these of consequence became 
a prey to the conquerors. From this period j the Greeks 
began to lose their spirit of hardy and laborious virtue ;, and 
to adopt the refined indolence, th? captious petulance, and 
the boundless love of pleasure, which extreme wealth is e%r 
known to produce. The former equality of the people 
now began to be broken ;and white one part of the inha# 
bitants^rioted in opulence and luxury, another was seen 
pining in want and despair. It was in vain that philosophy 
reared its head to stop these calamities its voice reaches 



twit to a few; the great, and the little vulgar, are equally 
deaf to its dictates. From this time we are to view a dif- 
ferent picture ; and, instead of a brave and refined people, 
confederating against tyranny, we are to behold an ener- 
rate and factious populace, a corrupt administration among 
those in power, and wealth alone making distinction* 



CHAP. VIII. 

from the victory at Mycale to the beginning of the Pclojion- 
neeian war. 

A M NQ sooner were the Greeks freed from the ap* 
3*526* P re hensions of a foreign invasion, than they be* 
gan to entertain jealousies of each other. Indeed 
these petty animosities had all along subsisted among them ; 
but they were kept under, by the sense of general dan- 
ger* As this collection of republics was composed of 
spates entirely dissimilar in manners, interests, and inclina- 
tions, it was no way surprising to find its parts ever at 
variance with each other* The first marks of jealousy up- 
on the destruction of the Persian army, exhibited them- 
selves between the Athenians and Spartans*. The one a re* 
fined ambitious state, unwilling to admit a superior in the 
genera^ confederacy ; the other an hardy unpolished race, 
which could never think of admitting a feebler state as an 
equal. The Athenians, with their families, being returned 
tq their own country, began to think of rebuilding their city, 
which had been almost destroyed during the Persian war. 
As every new foundation aims at improving the old, they 
laid a plan of strengthening and extending their walls ; and 
giving their city at once more magnificence and security. 
This was but, natural ; however, the Lacedaemonians con- 
ceived a jealousy at this undertaking ; and began to think 
th*]| Athens, from being mistress of the. seas, would soon 
attempt usurping aH authority upon land. They, there- 
fore, sent an embassy to the Athenians to dissuade them 
fr^om this undertaking, giving as an ostensible reason* the 
danger such fortifications would be of to the general confe- 
deracy if they shouj£ ever fall into the hands of the Per- 
sians. This message at first appeared reasonable; and the 
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Athenians put an immediate stop to their undertaking ; but 
Themistocles, who since the battle of Salamis continued to 
guide in the assemblies of Athens, easily saw through the 
pretext? and advised the council to meet their dissimula- 
tion with similar address. He, therefore, answered the 
Spartan ambassadors, that the Athenians would soon send 
an embassy to Lacedaemon, in which they would fully satis- 
fy all their scruples. Having thus gained time, he procur- 
ed himself to be elected for that important negotiation ; 
and took care to draw out the treaty by studied delays. He 
had previously desired that hrs colleagues should follow one 
after another, and still he alledged at Lacedxmon that he 
only waited for their arrival to determine the affair at a 
single audience. During all this time the work was carried 
on at Athens with the utmost vigour and industry ; the 
women and children, strangers and slaves, were all employ- 
ed in it, nor was it interrupted for a single day. It was 
in vain that the Spartans complained of this procedure : it 
Vvas In vain that they urged Themistocles to hasten his bu- 
siness; he steadfastly denied the fact, and entreated them 
riot to give any credit to loose and idle reports. He de» 
sired they would send again and enquire into the truth tff 
the matter ; and, at the same time, advised the Athenian's 
to detain the Spartan envoys until lie atid his colleague's 
Should return. At fast, finding all his pretence for delajr 
Exhausted, he boldly demanded an audience ; and knowing 
that the work was finished, he ho longer kept on the mask. 
He then informed the Spartans in full council, that Athens 
was now in a condition to keeji out any enemy, whethet 
foreign or domestic t that what his countrymen had done 
*ra* conformable both to the law of nations, and the com- 
Inon interests of Greece. Every city had a right to consult 
for its own safety, without submitting to the voice or con- 
trol of its neighbours; that what had been done was en- 
tirely in consequence of his advice ; and, in short, that 
whatever injury they offered him, they intist expect it 
would be returned upon their own ambassadors, who were 
fctill detained at Athens. These declarations extremel5r 
displeased the Lacedxmoniahs ; but, either sensible of then? 
truth, or unwilling to come to an open rupture, they dis- 
sembled their resentment; and the ambassadors on bojth 
sidefe', having all suitable honours paid them, returned to 
their respective cities. Themistocles was received with as 
tntlch joy by his fellow -citizens as if he had returned from 
triumph ; and he vvas of a disposition to feel those honours 
tvitfl the highest delight* 
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Having thus taken proper precautions for securing the 
city, his next care was to strengthen the port ; and form 
an harbour at once spacious and secure* He likewise ob- 
tained a decree, that every year they should build twenty 
vessels to coptinue and augment their force by sea ; and in 
order to engage the greater number of workmen and sailors 
to resort to Athens, he caused particular privileges and 
immunities to be granted in their favour* His design was 
io render Athens entirely a maritime city? in which he fol- 
lowed a very different system of politics from their former 
governors, who bent all their efforts to alienate the mind* 
of the people from commerce and naval affairs. 

But as success in one part is apt to lead on to designs 
still more extensive, Themistocles was willing to outstep 
the bounds of justice in the prosecution of his darling pro- 
jects. He even formed a plan of supplanting Sparta, and 
making Athens the unrivalled mistress of Greece. On a cer- 
tain day, therefore, he declared in a full assembly of the 
people, that he had a very important design to propose ; 
but which could not be communicated to the public, as the 
execution required secrecy and dispatch. He, therefore, 
desired they would appoint a person to whom he might 
explain himself; one whose judgment might direct, and 
whose authority might confirm him in his design. To di- 
rect in a matter of this importance, it was not easy to miss 
the wisest and the best man of the state ; and Aristides was 
unanimously chosen by the whole assembly, as the properest 
person to weigh the justice as well as the utility of the pro- 
posal. Themistocles, therefore, taking him aside, told him, 
that the design he had conceived was to burn the fleet be* 
longing to the rest of the Grecian states, which then lay in 
a neighbouring port; and thus procure Athens an undis- 
puted sovereignty of the sea. Aristides, inwardly dis- 
pleased at the proposal, made no answer; but returning to 
the assembly, informed them, that nothing could be more 
advantageous for Athens than what Themistocles proposed; 
but that nothing cpuld be more unjust. The people, still 
possessed of a share of remaining virtue, unanimously de- 
clined the proposal without knowing its contents ; and con- 
ferred the surname of Just upon Aristides; * title still 
the more flattering, as he had so well deserved it. 

Thus, Athens being restored to peace and security, once 
more began to apply to those artatbat adorn life, and secure 
freedom. The people began to assume a greater share in 
the government of the state than they had hitherto aspired 
at ; and steps were every day taken to render the con&titu- 



tfoh entirely popular. AHstides perceived this ; and juitly 
dreaded the consequences of a democratic government ; he, 
therefore, procured a decree, that the Archons who wtre 
the chief magistrates of the state, should be chosen in- 
discriminately from all ranks of Athenians without dis- 
tinctidti.-^Thus, by indulging the citizens in a part of 
their wishes, he secured a legal subordination among the 
whole. 

• In the mean time, the Grecians, encouraged by their 
former victories, resolved to send a fleet to deliver their con- 
federates, who still groaned beneath the Persian yoke; 
Pausanias commanded the Spartan fleet, while Aristides and 
Cimon, the son of Miltiades, were appointed to conduct the 
fleets df Athens. This was the first time the latter, whd 
was y"et very ydung ; was placed in a sphere for the exhi- 
bition of Iris virtues. He had formerly suffered himself td 
be imprisoned towards " the satisfying of his father's" finei 
and hrs piety upon that occasion gave the most favourable 
presage of his future greatness. When set at liberty hrs 
services in war soon became conspicuous ; and it was seen 
thdt he acted With the courage of his father, the judgment 
6f ThemistocTes, and with more sincerity than either. The 
ingenuous openness of his temper being easily seen, he was 
opposed in the state ad a counterpoise to the craft and sub-J 
tlety of Themrstoeles ;; arid thus advanced to the highest 
employments both at home and abroad. Under these coitf- 
manders, the allied fleet first directed their course td the-* 
isle of Cyprus, where they restored all the cities to their 
liberty; then steering towards the Hellespont, attacked the 
city Byzantium, of which they made themselves masters; 
and took a vast number of prisoners, many of whom were 
tije richest and most considerable families of Persia. 

The success of this expedition was not more flattering 
to ttre Greeks, than in the end prejudicial to them. A de* 
luge of wealth pouring in, corrupted the simplicity and taint- 
ed the manners of every rank of people. The Athenians, 
already skilled in the arts of politeness and effeminacy, con- 
cealed their change for a time ; but it soon broke out among 
the Spartans, and Pausanias himself, their commander, was 
the first infected with the Contagion. Being nuta rally of 
an haughty and imperious temper, and still more impressed 
with the gloomy austerity .of Sparta, he set no bounds to 
his ambition ; he treated his omcers, and even the confe- 
derate getierah, wilh severity, arrogance, and disdain ; anil 
so much alienated the minds of the soldiers, that he was 



forsaken by all tlvc confederates, wko put themselves nndcr 
the command and protection of Aristities and Cimon. These 
gen/rals, had ever preserved a contrary conduct: affable* 
courteous* and obliging) they tempered their authority 
with mildness ; and won by . their manners such as they 
could not engage by their benefits. An. opposition so mor- 
tifying could not but be displeasing to Pausanias; it was in. 
vain that he attempted to keep up his authority by pride 
and ostentation ; his importance sunk with his unpopulari- 
ty ; and he became contemptible even to those that stHl 
acknowledged his command* 

Perhaps it was from these motives that he resolved to 
sacrifice his country to his ambition; and give up to the 
Persians a state where he could no longer expect to dictate* 
Be this as it will, he made overtures for gaining the favour 
of Xerxes; and, in order to ingratiate himself at the court 
of that monarch, he suffered some of his more exalted pri- 
soners to make their escape by night, commissioned with 
letters to Xerxes, wherein he offered to deliver up Sparta 
and all Greece, on condition that he would give him his 
daughter in marriage. Xerxes readily hearkened to the 
proposal, and referred him to Artabazus, his governor, to 
concert measures with him for putting it in execution; He 
also furnished him with a large sura of money to be dis- 
tributed among such xxf the Grecian states as would join in 
t£e conspiracy* 

How long his treaty continued secret we are not tolcf ; 
but it was discovered at Sparta before it could be put into 
execution; and Pausanias was ordered home to take his 
trial for the offence. The proofs,, however, against hi oa 
were not sufficient for conviction, as the Ephori had made 
it a rule never to convict a man but upon the plainest evi- 
dence* But hiscommand was taken from him; and he re- 
tired, still meditating revenge and destruction to his coun- 
try* It was not long, however, before .he received a se* 
cond summons to appear before the. Ephori for fresh Crimes 
and a number of his own slaves were found to depose against 
him* Still, however, he had the fortune to come off, the 
mildness of the Spartan laws, and the authority of his re* 
gal office, which he still possessed, conspiring to protect 
him* 

Pausanias having in this manner twice escaped the jus- 
tice of his country, would not, however abandon bis base 
projects, or sacrifice his resentment to his safety* Ifhroe- 
diately upon his being acquitted, he returned to the sea- 
ooasts, without any authority, from the state, and still con- 
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tinned to tarry on his correspondence with Artabazus. He 
mow acted with such little reserve, that his conduct was 
known to the Ephori, and they only wanted information to 
convict him. While they were thus perplexed for want of 
evidence, a certain slave, who was called the Argillian, 
cleared their doubts* and came with proofs which could 
not be resisted. This man had been employed by Pausani- 
as to carry a letter to Artabazus, and he accordingly pre- 
pared himself for the expedition; but reflecting that many 
of his fellow-slaves had been sent on similar messages, and 
seeing none of them return, he was induced to open the 
pacquet of which he was the hearer, and there he disco* 
vered the mystery and his own danger. It seems, that 
Pausanias and the Persian governor had agreed to put to 
death all the messengers they mutually sent to each other 
as soon as their letters were delivered, that there might be 
no possibility left of tracing out, or discovering the corres- 
pondence. This letter he delivered to the Ephori, who 
were now convinced that Pausanias Was guilty ; but for a 
more thorough confirmation, they were willing to have it 
from himself. For this purpose, they contrived that the 
slave should. take sanctuary in the temple of Neptune, as 
for safety and protection ; and under a pretence of suppli- 
cating the deity for the Infidelity he had committed. The 
instant Pausanias was informed of his slave's behaviour, he 
hastened to the temple to enquire the reason; where the 
slave informed him, that having opened his letter, he found 
the contents fatal to himself ; and, therefore, took this me- 
thod of averting the danger. Pausanias instead of denying 
the fact, endeavoured rather to pacify the slave, and prop 
mised him a large reward to bribe his future secrecy. But 
during this interview,, the Ephori had privately posted per- 
sons to overbear the conversation, and they soon divulged 
his guilt* The moment therefore, he was returned to the 
♦city, the Ephori resolved to seize him, and from the aspect 
of one of these magistrates he plainly perceived his dan- 
jger;: he, therefore, flew to take sanctuary in the temple of 
Minerva, and got thither before his pursuers could wer* 
take him. As the religion of the state would not permit 
his being taken forcibly from thence, the people stopped up 
4he entrance with great stones? and tearing off the roof, 
left him exposed to the inclemency of the weather. After"* 
a short stay he was starved to death ; and in this miserable 
manner died the general who had led on the victorious 
Ttroops 10 the field of Flat**. 
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The fate of Pausanias soon after involved that of Th£~ 
ttiistocles, who had some time before been banished, fend' 
lived in great esteem at Argos. A passionate thirst of 
glory, and a strong desire to command arbitrarily Over the 
citizens, had made him very odious at* Athens. He had 
built near his house a tefaple in honour of Diana, under' 
this title, ' To Diana, the Goddess of good council,' as hin- 
ting at his own counsels upon several important Occasions, , 
and thus tacitly reproaching his fellow-citizens of having 
forgot them* This, though a small offence, was sufficient 
to expel him from so fluctuating and jealous a state as that 
of Athens ; but he was now accused of having participated 
in, and having been privy to the designs of Pausanias* In 
fact, Pausanias had communicated to him all his designs ; 
but Themistocles had rejected his proposals with the ut- 
most indignation. But then he concealed his enterprises ; 
either thinking it base to betray the secrets trusted to his 4 
confidence, w imagining it impossible for such dangerotis* 
and ill-concerted schemes to take effect. Be this as it will 
upon the downfall of Pausanias, it appeared that a cotresr- 
pondence had been carried on between them ; and the La- 
cedaemonians declared themselves his accusers before the 
assembly of the people'bf Athens. Such of the citizens as 1 
had long either envied, or feared Themistocles) mrtf joined 
in the general accusation, and urged his death with great 
acrimony. Aristides alone, who had long been his open 
opposer, refused to join in this base confederacy* against 
him, and rejected so mean an opportunity of revenge, be- 
ing as Tittle inclined to delight in the misfortunes of his ad- 
versary, as he' had before been to envy his successes. If 
was in vain that Themistocles answered by letters to the 
calumnies laid against him ; it was in vain that he alledged 
that a mind like his, disdaining slavery at home, could 
think of wishing for itjn exile; the people, too strongly 
wrought upon by his accusers, sent persons to seize and 
bring him before the council of Greece. Fortunately, how* 
ever, he had timely notice of their design, and went to talte 
refuge in the island of Corcyra, to the inhabitants of which 
he had formerly done signal services. From thence he 
fled to Epirus, and finding himself still pursued by the 
Athenians, grown at length desperate, he fled to Admetus, 
king ofthe Molossions for refuge. There he first practised 
all the abject arts of a man obliged to sue to a tyrant for' 
succour. He had, upon a former occasion, been instrumen- 
tal in preventing the Athenians' from- granting aid to this 
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monarch; and this was now severely, remembered against 
him. Admetus was from home at the'ttme Themistoclet 
came to implore protection ; and) upon his return, he was 
surprised to find his old adversary who had come to put 
himself ir.tder his protection. As soon as the king appear* 
ed, Themistocles took that monarch's young son in his arms 
and seating himself amidst the household gods, informed 
him of the cause of his arrival, and implored his clemency 
and protection. Ad met us, surprised and moved with com- 
passion at seeing the greatest man of Greece an humble sup- 
pliant at his feet, raised him immediately from the ground, 
and promised him protection. Accordingly, when the A- 
thenians and Lacedaemonians came to demand him, he refus- 
ed absolutely to deliver up a person who had made his palace 
an assylum, in the firm persuasion that it would afford him 
safety -and protection. Thus, continuing to spend the close 
of life in indolence and retirement, having learned to par* 
don and despise the ingratitude of his country, he expected 
at least their forgiveness* But the Athenians and Lacedae- 
monians would not suffer him to live in peace, and- still in- 
sisted din having* him delivered up* In this exigence, as 
the king found himself unable to protect his illustrious guest 
he resolved to promote his escape. He. was therefore, put 
on board a merchant ship, which was sailing to Ionia, and hit 
quality concealed with the utmost precaution* A storm 
having carried the ship near the island of Naxos, then be- 
sieged by the Athenians, the imminent danger he was in 
of falling into their hands, compelled him to discover him* 
self to the pilot, and prevailed upon him to steer for Asia ; 
where arriving at Cumae, a city of £olia, in Asia Minor, 
he was from thence sent under a strong guard, and in one 
of those covered chariots in which the Persians were accus- 
tomed to convey their wives to the court at Sardis. 

When the unfortunate exile was arrived at the palace 
of the voluptuous monarch of the country, he waited on the 
captain of the guard, requesting, as a Grecian stranger, 
to have permission to speak with thekirfg. The officer in- 
formed him of a ceremony, which he knew was insupport- 
able to some Greeks ; but without which none were allow* 
ed that honour*. This was to fall prostrate before the Per- 
sian monarch, and to worship him as the living image of 
the gods on earth. Themistocles, who was never scrupu- 
lous p£ the means of obtaining what he sought, promised to 
comply, and falling on his face before the king in the Per- 
sian manner, declared his name, his country, and misfor- 
tunes. * I have done* cried he, * my ungrateful country 
services more than once, and I am now come* to offer these 
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services to you. My life is hTyotir Itands : yota ftiay now 
exert your clemency, or display your vengeance. By the 
former you will preserve a faithful suppliant, by the latter 
you will destroy the greatest enemy to Greece.' The king 
made him no answer at this audience, though he was struck 
with admiration at his eloquence and intrepidity, but he 
soon gave a loose to his joy for the event* He toid his cour- 
tiers, that he considered the arrival of Themistocles as a 
very happy accident ; and wished that his enemies would 
forever pursue the same destructive methods of banishing 
from among them all the good and wise. Even his satis- 
factions were continued in a dream- At night lie "was seen 
to start from his sleep, and three times to cry out, * I have 
got Themistocles the Athenian.' He even gave him three 
cities for his support, and had him maintained in the at" 
most affl uence and splendour. It is said that such Was hrs 
favour at the Persian court, and so great was the conside- 
ration in which he was held by all ranks of mankind, that 
one day at table he was heard to "cry out to his wife and 
children that were placed there, ' Children, we should have 
been certainly ruined, if We had no* been formerly Undone.' 

In this manner lie lived In affluence and contented 
slavery, untill the king began, to think of employing his ta* 
lents in sending him at the head of aft army against Afltens* 
Although Themistocles professed himself an open fenem^ 
i»thtf~ stare, yet he still harboured * latent affection for it, 
which no resentment could remove. The consciousness 
that he should be instrumental in overturning a city which 
had-oeen made to flourish by his counsels, gave him inex- 
pressible pain. He found himself at last unable to sustain, 
the conflict between his gratitude to the king and his love 
to his country ; and therefore, resolved upon dying as the 
only means of escaping from his perplexity. He therefore, 
prepared a solemn sacrafice, to which he invited all his 
friends, when, after embracing them all, and taking a last 
farewell, he swallowed poison, which soon put an end to 
his life. He died at Magnesia, aged three score and five 
years, the greatest part of which he had spent in the in>> 
trigues and bustles of active employment. Themiitocles 
seemed to unite in himself all the prominent features of the 
Greek character, sagacious, eloquent, and brave, yet un- 
principled, artful, and mercenary, with too many virtues 
ever to be mentioned as a despicable character, and too 
many defects ever to be considered as a great one. 

In the mean time, while Themistocles was thus be- 
come the spprt of fortune, the just Aristides attempted * 



9* 

nobler path to glory. It has already been observed) that 
the command of Greece had passed from Sparta to the Athe- 
nians ; and it was agreed among the body of the states, 
that their common. treasure for carrying on the expencesof- 
the war) should be lodged in the island of Delos, under toe. 
custody of a man of a clear head and an uncorrupt heart* 
The great question, therefore, was, where to find a man to 
be trusted with so important a charge, and stedfastly known i 
to prefer the public interest to his own* In this general 
disquisition a)l parties at last cast their eyes on Arisiides 
of whom Themistocles used jestingly to say, that he had 
np other merit than that of a strong box, in keeping safely 
what was committed to his charge. 

The conduct of Aristides in his discharge of this duty; 
only served to confirm the great opinion mankind had form- 
ed of his inte^ritp* He presided over the treasury with 
the care of a Father over his family ; and the caution of a 
raiser over what he holds dearer than himself. No mail 
complained of his administration ; and no part of the' pub- 
lic money was exhausted in vain. He, who thus contribu- 
ted to make government rich, was himself very poor; and' 
so far was he. from being ashamed of poverty, that he con- 
sidered it as glorious to him as all the trophies and victories 
he had won. It happened upon a certain occasion, that 
Calllas, an. intimate friend and relation of Aristides, was- 
summoned before the judges for some offence ; and one 
of the chief objections alledged against him, was, that 
while he rolled in affluence and luxury, he suffered his 
friend. aqd relation Aristides to remain in poverty and want* 
Upon this occasion, Aristides was called upon, when it ap- 
peared that Callias had often offered to share his fortune 
with him, but that he declined the benefit ; asserting, that 
he only might be said to want who permits his appetites to 
transgress, the bounds of his income, and that he, who 
could dispense with a few things, thus rendered himself 
more like the Gods, that want for nothing. 

In this manner he lived, just in his public, and inde* 
pendent in his private capacity. His house was a public 
school. for virtue ; and was open to all young Athenians who 
sought wisdom, or were ambitious of power. He gave them 
the kindest reception ; heard them with patience ; instruct 
ted them with familiarity, and endeavoured, above all 
things, to give them a just value for themselves. Among, 
the rest of his disciples, Cimon, who afterwards made such 
a distinguished figure in the state, was one of the foremost* 
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History does not mention the exact time or place of 
l>is death but it pays the most glorious testimony to his dis- 
interested character, in telling us, that he who had the ab- 
solute disposal of all the public treasures) died poor* It is 
even % asserted, that he did not leave money enough behind 
him to pay the expences of his funeral ; but that the go* 
vernment was obliged to bear the charge of it, and to main- 
tain his family. His daughters were married, and his son 
subsisted at the expence of the public; and some of his 
grand-children were subsisted by a pension equal to that 
which such received as had been victot;idus at the Olympic 
games* But the greatest honour which his countrymen 
paid to his memory, was in giving him tlje title of Just* a 
character far superior to all the empty titles of wisdom or 
conquest ; since fortune or accident may confer wisdom or 
valour, but all the virtues of morality are solely of our own 
making. . ■ 

Athens being in this manner deprived of the counsels 
and integrity of her two greatest magistrates, room was 
was now made for younger ambition to step forward \. and 
Cimon the son of Miitiades, promised to fill the scene with 
dignity and honour. Cimon had spent his youth in exces- 
ses, from whence it was thought no effort could extricate 
him. When he first offered to gain public favour, be was 
so ill received by the people, prejudiced against him by his 
former follies, that he suffered the most cruel neglect. But 
though he was possessed of courage and abilities, he began 
to lay aside all thoughts of the public, contented with only 
humbler satisfactions. But Aris tides perceiving that hia 
dissolute turn of mind was united with many great qualifi- 
cations, he inspired him with fresh hopes : and persuaded 
him once more to renew the onset* He now, therefore, 
entirely changed bis conduct, and laying aside his juvenile 
follies, aimed ait nothing but what was great and noble* 
Thus, he became not inferior to Miitiades in courage, to 
T h em i stocks in prudence, and was not far surpassed by 
Aristides in integrity. 

The irst expedition of any note t* the command of 
which Cimon was appointed, was of the fleet destined to 
scour the Asiatic seas. When he was arrived at Caria, all 
the Grecian cities upon the sea coast immediately came in ; 
and the rest, which were garrisoned by the Persians, vere 
taken by storm. Thus, by his conduct as well as by his 
intelligence, the whole country from Ionia to Pampbylia 
declared against the power of Persia; and joined 'in the 
association with Greece* 



f.9 

The capture o? the city Eion is too remarkable to be 
past over in silence. Boges was governor, who held it for 
his master, the King of Persia, with a firm resolution to savfc 
it, or perish in it* full. It was in his power to have capitu- 
lated 'with the besiegers; and Cimon had often offered him 
very advantageous terms: but preferring his honour to his 
safety, he declined all treaty, and defended his station with 
incredible fury, till he found it no longer possible to con- 
tinue his defence. Being at last in the utmost want of pro- 
visions, he threw all his treasures from the walls into the 
river Strymon ; after which, killing his wife and children, 
he laid them upon a pile which he had erected forthtt pur- 
pose, and then setting fire to the whole, rushed and expired 
in the midst of the flames. 

Cimon thus proceeding from one conquest to another, 
was at last informed that the whole Persian fleet was an- 
chored at the mouth of the river Eurymedon ; where they 
expected a reinforcement of ships from Phoenicia, and, 
therefore, deferred an engagement till then. The Athen- 
ian general, however, resolved, if possible, to prevent this 
junction ; and ranged his gailies in such a posture as to 
prevent it, and yet compel the enemy to an engagement. 
It was in vain that the Persian fleet retired farther up the 
mouth of the river, the Athenians still pursued them up 
the stream, until llfey were obliged to prepare for battle* 
The Persians, having the superiority of an hundred salt}* 
maintained the conflict for sometime with great intrepi- 
dity ; but bei«g at last forced on shore, they who came first 
threw themselves upon land, leaving their empty vessels to 
the enemy. Thus, besides what was sunk, the Athenians 
took above two hundred ships; antf following their blow 
upon land, the Greek soldiers jumping from their ships, 
and setting up a shout, ran furiously upon the enemy, who 
sustained the first shock with great resolution. But at 
length the Grecian valour surmounted the enemy's des« 
peration ; a total rout of the Persians ensued ; numbers 
were made prisoners ; and a great quantity of plunder * 
seized, which was found in their tents. -Thus, the Greeks 
obtained a double victory, by sea and land upon the same 
occasion. • 

Cimon, having returned successful from this expedi- 
tion, resolved to expend those treasures which he had tal.cn 
in war, 'in beautifying and adorning his native city. A 
taste for architecture had for some time been entering into 
Greece, and the Athenians gave the woild examples in this 
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art, that surpass all others to this very day. Victories, so 
very humiliating to the pride of Persia, induced that em- 
pire at last to think of peace ; and after some time a treaty 
was concluded^ in which the terms were very honourable 
on the side of Greece. It was stipulated, that the Grecian 
cities in Asia should be left in quiet erjoyment of their li- 
berty; and that both the land and sea forces of the Persians 
should be kept at such a distance from the Grecian seas, as 
pot to create the smallest suspicion. Thus entirely ended 
the Persian war, which had kept the Grecian states united, 
and called all their abilities into exertion ; from that time 
forward those enmities which were dissipated upon the com- 
mon foe, began to be turned upon each other: they lost all 
warlike spirit in petty jealousies ; and entirely softened by 
the refinements and luxuries of peace, prepared themselves 
for submission to the first invader of their freedom. 

About this time the study of philosophy was carried 
from Ionia to Athens by Athenagoras the Clazom.enian. 
Poetry was, at the same time, cultivated by Simonides of 
th* island of Ceos, who sung the exploits ot his country in 
a style becoming their valour. His writings however have 
not had merit enough to preserve them from oblivion ; 
and h may be asserted, that mankind rarely suffer any 
work to be lost which tends to ma)e them more wise or 
jnore happy. 



CHAP. IX. 

JFrtim the Peace with Persi* to the Peace of Mcict9 m 

THE state of Athens being thus fn a great measure 
freed from its fear of a foreign *nemy, began to cherish 
intestine animosities ; and its citizens laboured,' wiih every 
art, to supplant each other in aiming at places of trust and 
authority. Besides Cimon, who, by general consent, had 
been appointed to conduct the fleet and army, others en- 
deavoured to take the lead at home, and to govern with 
leas hazard the operations of the state. The foremost in 
this attempt was Pericles* who was -much younger than 
Cimon, and of a -quite different character. Pericles was 
J-ficended from the greatest and most illustrious families 
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of Athens: tia father, Xanthippus^ defeated the Persians, 
at Mycale* and his mother Agarista, was niece to Calist- 
henes, who expelled the tyrants, and established a popular 
government in Athens. He had early thoughts of rising in. 
the state ; and took lessons from Anaxagoras, in the philo- 
sophy of nature^ He studied politics with great assiduity; 
but particularly devoted himself to eloquence, which, in a 
popular slate, he considered as the fountain of all promo- 
tion. His studies were crowned with success ; the poets, 
his cotemporaries, affirm, that hjs eloquence was so power- 
ful, that, like thunder, he shook and astonished all Greece, 
tie had the art of uniting force and beauty ; there was no 
resisting the strength of his arguments, or the sweetness of 
his delivery. Thucydides, his great opponent, was often 
heard to say, that though he had often overthrown him* 
the power of his persuasion was such, that the audience 
could never perceive him fallen. To this eloquence he ad- 
ded also a thorough insight into human nature, as well as, 
a perfect acquaintance with the disposition of his auditors^ 
It was a constant saying with him, to himself, * Remember, - 
4 Pericles, thou art going to speak to men born in the arms, 
of liberty ;V and still he toofc care to flatter them in their, 
ruling passion. He resembled the tyrant Pisistratus, no$ 
c*nly in the sweetness of his voice, but the features of his f 
face, and hi* whole air and manner. To these natural and 
acquired graces, he added those of fortune ; he was very 
rich, and had an extensive alliance with all the most pow* 
crful families of the state. 

The death of Aristides, the banishment of Themisto^ 
cles, and the absence of Cimon, gave opportunities to his. 
growing ambition. Yet he at firs>t concealed his designs 
with the most cautious reserve, tilliindjing the people grow- 
ing more and more in. his interest, he set himself at theiK 
head ; and opposed the principal men of the state with great 
appearance of disinterested virtue* The chief obstacle to 
his rise was Cimon, whose candour and liberality had gain- 
ed him a numerous party of all ranks and denominations* 
In opposition to him, Pericles called in popular assistance^ 
and by expending the fcublic money in bribes, largesses,' 
%nd other distributions, he easily gained the multitude to 
espouse his interests. 

Thus, having laid a secure foundation in popularity, he 
next struck at the coucil of the Areopagus, composed of. 
the most respectable persons of all Athens; ami, by the 
assistance of Ephialtes, another popular champion, he drew 
away mo** causes from the cognizance of that court ; and 
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brought the whole order into contempt. In this mannet, 
while Cimcn was permitted to conduct the war abroad, he 
managed all the supplies at home ; and, as it was his inter- 
est to keep Cimon at a distance, he took care to provide 
him with a sufficiency of foreign employment. 

In this state of parties at Athens, an insurrection of 
the Helotse, Lacedaemonian slaves, gave an opportunity of 
trying the strength of either. ; These men, who had for 
several centuries groaned under the yoke of their country- 
men ; and had been excluded from all hopes of preferment, 
merely by the influence of an unjust precedent to their pre- 
judice, at last took up arms against their masters, and 
threatened no less than the destruction of the Spartan state. 
In this extremity the Lacedemonians sent to Athens to im- 
plore succour; but this was opposed by Ephialtes, who de- 
clared, tliat it would be no way adviseable to assist them, 
or to make a rival city powerful by their assistance. On 
Jjhe other hand, Cimon espoused the cause of Sparta, de- 
claring, that it was weak and inconsistent to maim the Gre- 
cian confederacy, by suffering one of its members to be 
tamely lopped away. His opinion for this time prevailed ; 
he was permitted to march forth at the head of a numerous 
Body to their relief, and the insurrection was quelled at 
their approach. But shortly after the mischief broke out 
afresh. The Helotes possessed themselves of the strong 
fortress of Ithome, and the Spartans again petitioned for 
Athenian assistance. It was now that the parly of Pericles 
was found to prevail, and the Lacedaemonians were refu- 
sed a compliance with their demands. Thus, left to finish 
the war with their insurgent slaves in the best manner they 
could, after besieging Ithome, which held out for ten years, 
they at last became masters of it, sparing the lives of those 
who defended it* upon condition of leaving Peloponnesus 
ever after. ' 

In the mean time, the refusal on the side of Athens, 
and some indignities, said to be received on the side of La- 
cedxmon, revived a jealousy that had long subsisted be- 
tween these rival states, which confinWd thenceforward to 
operate with greater or duninished influence, until both 
were utterly unabled to withstand the smallest efforts o/ 
foreign invasion. 

The first instance the Athenians gave of their resent- 
ment, was to banish Cimon, who had been a favourer of the 
Spartan cause, for ten years, from the city. They next 
dissolved their alliance with Sparta; and entered into a 
treaty with the Argives, the professed enemies of the for- 
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ian projection ; and settled with tfreir families at Naupac- 
tus. But what contributed to widen the breach still more, 
th$ city of Megara revolting from its, alliance with Sparta, 
was protected and garrisoned by the Athenians : thus was 
laid the foundation pf an inveterate hatred, which ended \x\ 
mutual destruction. 

4-s, in all beginning enmities, several treaties were en- 
tered into, aji$ several leagues concluded on both sides, till 
at last they came Jo a formal rupture. Two pitched bat- 
tles between the Athenians and Corinthians, in which ei- 
ther side was alternately victorious, sounded the alarm* 
Another followed between the Athenians and Spartans at 
Tan gar a, in which, Cimon forgetting the injury lje had 
sustained from his country, came in to its assistance : but 
the Athenians suffered a defeat. A month or two alter re^ 
paired the disgrace, and the Athenians were in their turi| 
victorious. The conduct of Cimx>n again restored him to 
public favour; he was recalled from banishment, in whicfe 
he bad spent five years.; and it was Pericles, his rival, who 
first proppsed the decee. 

The firsjuse Cimpn made of his return, was to recon* 
cite the two rival states tp each other; and this was so 
far effected, outwardly, that a truce for five years was con- 
cluded between them. This led the way tor -exerting the 
power of the state upon a more distant enemy- By hi$ 
advice, a fleet of twp hundred sail was manned, and des- 
tined, under his command, to conquer the rsland of Cyprus. 
He quickly sailed, over-ren the island, and laid sie^e iq 
CitiuQi. Here, being either wounded by ihe^ defendants, 
or wasted by sickness, he began to perceive the approaches 
of dissolution ; but, still mindful of his du^y, he ordered 
bis attendants to conceal his death, uruit their schemes 
were crowned with success. They obeyed with secrecy 
and success. Thirty days after he was dead, the army, 
which still supposed itself under his command, gained a sig- 
nal victory J thus he died, not only* irt. the arms of con- 
quest; but gained battles merely by^ the efficacy of his 
name* With Cimon, in a great measure, expiied'the *puit 
of glory in Athens, As he was the last, so he \ya 3 jne mo-it 
successful of the Grecian herpes^- Such was the terror 
of- the Persians at his name, that they universally desert- 
ed" the sea coasts, and would :not come within, foui hun- 
dred furlongs of the place where he cpuld be ppssi^ ex- 
pected* 
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Pericles being; now, by the death of Cimon, freed front 
a potent rival, set himself to complete the work of ambition 
wlm h he had begun ; and by dividing the conquered lands, 
amusing the people with shows, and adorning the city with 
public buildings, he gained such an ascendant over the 
minds of the people, that he might be said to have ob- 
tained a monarchical power in Athens. He found means 
to maintain, for eight month* in the year, a great number 
of poor citizens, by putting them on board the fleet, 
consisting of three score ships, which he fitted out eve*y 
yeor. He planted several colonies in the many places 
which had lately submitted to Athens. By this he clear- 
ed the city of a great number of idle persons, who were 
ever ready to disturb his government ; and were, at the 
same time, unable to subsist themselves, by reason of his 
oppression. But the public buildings which he raised, the 
ruins of some of which subsist to this day, are sufficient 
to convey his name to .posterity* It is surprising, that in 
a city not noted for the number of its inhabitants, and 
in so start a space of time as that of his administra- 
tion, such laborious, expensive* and magnificent works 
could be performed. All the arts of architecture, sculp- 
ture, and painting were exhausted in his designs ; and 
what btill remain, continue to this hour as inimitable 
models of perfection. To effect these great works, he, 
in some measure, had recourse to injustice ; and avail- 
ed himself of those treasures which had been suppli- 
ed by Greece for carrying on the war with Persia; 
and which having been lodged at Delos, he had ad- 
dress enough to get transported to Athens, where he 
expended them in securing his o^n power by ail the 
arts of popularity. By these means Athens became so 
much admired, and envied by her neighbours, that it 
\pnt by the name of Ornament; and when it was 
urged, that the common treasure was squandered away 
in these works of show, Pericles answered, that the peo- 
ple of Athens were not accountable to any for their con- 
Iduct ; for they ha'd the best right* to the treasures of the 
confederate states, who took the greatest care to defend 
them. He added, that it was fit, ingenious artizans should 
have their share cf the public mortey, since there was still 
enough left for cairyingon**r1i«^ar. 

These 1 were rather the arguments of power than per- 
suasion ; of a man already in possession than willing, upon 
just grounds to relinquish what he had claimed. It was seen 
not only by the wiser citizens/ Duf by att the states of Greece 
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that he was daily striding into power ; and would, as Pisistra- 
tus had done before, make the people the fabricators of their 
own chains. For remedying this growing evil/ the head* 
of the city opposed Thucydides to bia growing power ; and 
attempted to restrain his career by opposing eloquence to 
popularity. 

Thucydide* was brother-in-law to Cimon, and had dis- 
played his wisdom on numberless occasions. He was not 
possessed of the military talents of his rival; but his elo- 
quence gave him a very powerful influence over the peo- 
ple. As he never left the city, he still combated Pericles 
in ail his measures ; and for a while brought down the am- 
bition of hi* rival to the standard of reason. 

But his efforts coufd not long avail against the persuasive 
power and corrupt influence of his opponent. Pericles every 
day gained new ground, till he at last found himself pos- 
sessed of the whole authority oT the state. It was then 
tiiat he began to change his behaviour, and from acting the 
fawning and humble suppliant ; he assumed the haughty 
aiis of royalty-' He now no longer submitted himself to 
the caprice of the people ; but changed the democratic 
state of Athens into a kind of monarchy. He would some- 
times indeed win his fellow-citizens over to his will ; but at 
other times when he found them obstinate, he would in a 
manner, compel them to consult their own interests. Thus, 
between power and persuasion, public profusion* and pri- 
vate ceconomy, political falsehood, and private integrity, 
Pericles became the principle ruler at Athens ; and all 
auch as were his enemies became the enemies of the state. 

It was not to be wondered, that this magnificent state 
of Athens was not a little displeasing to the rival states 
oi Greece, especially as its state of splendour was, in some 
measure, formed from their contributions. The Spartans 
particularly still continued to regard this growing city with 
envy ; and soon shewed their displeasure, by refusing to 
send deputies to Athens to consult about repairing the tem- 
ple, that had been burnt down during the wars with Persia- 
The successes of Pericles against the enemy in Thrace, 
still more encreaseir] their uneasiness : and particularly when 
sailing round Peloponnesus with an hundred ships* he pro- 
tected the allies of Greece, and granted their cities all they 
thought fit to ask him. The*e successes raised the indig- 
nation of Sparta while they intoxicated Athens with ideas 
of ambition; and, opened new inlets for meditating con- 
quest. The citizens now began to talk of attempts upon 
£gYPt i of -attacking the maritime provinces of Persia ; of 
carrying their arms into Sicily, and of extending their con- 
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giltftt from Italy to Carthage. Tbase ^ere yjews bryond 
their power, and that rather marked their pride than abi- 
lity. 

An expedition against §amos, in favour of ths MiletJ- 
aj*s, who had craved their assistance., was the* beginning of 
this rupture, which never after was closed up. It is pre- 
tended that Pericles fomented this war, to please a famous 
courtesan named Aspasia, of whom he wa» particularly ena- 
iQOured- After several events apd fatties not worth the re- 
gard of history, Pericles besieged the capital pf Samoa 
with tQrtqises and battering rams, which was the firsj timp 
these military engines had been umplpyed in sieges. The 
Samians, after tigering a nine months siege, surrendered*. 
Pericles raised their walls : dispossessed tKem of their ships 
an4 demanded immense sums to defray the expences pf the 
war. Flushed with this success Ije returned tp Athens : 
buried all those who lost their lives in the siege in the 
most splendid manner, and pronounced their funeral ora- 
tion. 

A rupture now between the Athenians an4 Lacedemo- 
nians seemed inevitable. Pericles, therefore to" . «. 
anticipate the designs of his rival state, advised ^572 * 
that aid shjould be sent to the people of Corey ra, 
whom the Corinthians, assisted by the Lacedaemonian^ had 
invaded. 

As the quarrel between the Corey reaps and Corinihi- 
9ns gave rise to the greal Peloponnesian War, which soon 
after involved all Greece, it will he necessary to give a slight 
account of its original. Epidamus was a colony of the Cor* 
cyrcans, which growing first rich, and soon after factious, 
banished the chief of her citizens. The exiles joining 
with the Iilyrians, brought the lipidamnians so low, that, 
they were obliged to send to Corcyva, their parent city 
for assistance. The Corcyreans rejecting their request, 
they had recourse to Corinth ; and giving themselves up to 
that state, were taken under its protection. This howe- 
ver, the Corcyreans hegan to resent ; and, having been 
remiss in affording resistance themselves, resolved to pu r 
nish such as should offer any* j\ rupture ensued between 
the Corinthians and Corcyreans ; some naval engagements 
ensued, in which the Corcyreans being worsted, had re- 
course as has already been observed, to the_ Athenians far 
support, who sent some naval succours, which, however, 
proved of no great efficacy in their defence. 

From this war arose another; for Poticbca, a city be- 
longing to Athens, declaring for Corinth, these .two states 
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From being accessarJesT became principles ; and drew their 
forces into the field near Potidiea, where a battle ensued, 
in which the Athenians had the victory. It was in this bat- 
tle that Socrates saved the life of Alcibiades, his pupil ; and 
after the battle was over, procured him the prize of valour 
which he himself had more justly earned. The city of Po* 
tidwa was soon after besieged in consequence of this victory 
and the Corinthians complained to the stat.es of Greece 
against the Athenians as having infringed the articles of 
peace. The Lacedaemonians, in particular, admitted them 
to an audience j where the deputies of Corinth endeavour- 
ed to rouse them into a sense of their danger from the aki- 
bitious designs of Athens ; and threatened, if left unpro- 
tected, to put themselves under the command of a power 
strong enough to grant them protection and safety. After 
hearing what the Athenians had to reply, the Spartans 
came to a close debate among themselves j wherein, it Was 
univeraally agreed, that the Athenians were the aggressors ; 
and that they should be reduced. to a just sense of their duty* 
But the dispute -was, whether war should be immediately 
declared against them, or remonstrances made to bring ' 
them to reason. Archidamus, one of their kings* a man 
of prudence and temper, was of opinion, that they were 
riot at this time a match for Athens;, and endeavoured to 
dissuade them from rushing into a thoughtless and improvu 
dent war. But Sthenelaides, one of the Ephori, urged the 
contrary, alledging, that when once they had received an 
injury, they ought not to deliberate ; but that revenge should 
follow insult. Accordingly a war was declared, and all the 
confederates were made acquainted with the resolution. 

War being thus resolved upon, in order to give a co- 
lour of justice to their designs, the Lacedxui mians began 
by sending ambassadors to Athens: and while they made 
preparations for acting with vigour, still kept up a shew of 
seeking redress by treaty. They required of the Athenians 
the expulsion of some, who had prophaned the temple of 
Minerva at Cylon, from their city : they demanded that 
the siege of Potidaa^shou.d be raised, and that the Athe- 
nians should cease to infringe upon the liberties/of Greece. 

Perkles now saw that as he had led the Athenians into 
a war, it was incumbent on him to inspire them with^ou- 
rage to prosecute it with success. He shewed his country- 
men that even trifles extorted from them with an air of com- 
mand, were in themselves a sufficient ground for war ; that 
they might promise themselves a considerable share of suc- 
cess from the division in the confederated councils of their 
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opponents 5 that they had shipping .to invade their enemies? 
coasts, and their city being well fortified, could not easily 
be taken by land. He concluded with telling them the' ab- 
solute necessity there was for war ; and that the more 
cheerfully they undertook it, the "easier it would come to 
an happy conclusion. That the greatest honours had ge- 
nerally recurred to their state from the greatest extremities ; 
that this might serve to animate them in its defence, so as 
to transmit it with undiminished honour to posterity. The 
people, giddy, fond of change, and unter rifled by distant, 
dangers, readily came into his opinion ; and, to give some 
colour to their proceeding, sent' evasive answers to the Spar- 
tan demand ; and concluded with asserting, that they de- 
sired to adjust all differences by treaty, as being, up willing 
to begin a war ; but, incase of danger, would defend them- 
selves with desperate resolution. 

Thus the people, from their love of change, entered hastily 
into the, war, but Pericles was personally interested in its* 
declaration. He was deeply indebted to the slate, andL 
knew that a time of peace was the only opportunity in which* 
he could be called upoa to settle his account*. It is spiel 
that Alcibiades, his nephew, seeing him one day very pen- 
sive, and demanding the reason, was answered, that he w^ 
considering how to make up his accounts* ' You ha.d bet- 
ter/ said he. * consider how to avoid being accountable/ 
Besides this, Pericles finding no happiness in domestic so* 
ciety, gave himself up to the allurements of his mistress 
Aspasia, whose wit and vivacity had captivated all the po- 
ets and philosophers of the age ; evea Socrates himself not* 
excepted. She was inclined to oppofce the Spartan state 1 
and he, in some measure, is thought to acquiesce in her 
advice* 

War being thus resolved on every side* the first da,wn 
of success seemed to offer in favour of Athens; the city of 
Plataea, that had lately declared for the m> was surprise d. by 
three hundred Thebans, who were let in by a. party of the 
town that joined in the conspiracy. But a part of the citU 
zens that had espoused the opposite interests* falling upon 
them in the night, killed a part, and took two hundred pri- 
soners, who a little vtime after were put to death. The' 
Athenians, as soon as the news was brought of this action,, 
seat succours and provisions thither, and cleared the city 
of all persons who were incapable of bearing arms* , From, 
this time ail Greece appeared in motion* every part pf it 
took aside in the common quarrej, except a few states \yh$ 
continued asuter tin they *hauU) *e$ the/ qyeot. G f ^ wv# 
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deliverers of Greece ; and espoused their interests with ar* 
dour. On their side were ranged the Achaians, the inhabitant* 
of Pellene excepted, the people of Megara, Locris, Bocotia, 
J* hoc is, Ambracia, Leucadia,- and Anactorium. On the 
side of Athens, were the people of Chios, Leshbos, Platfca, 
many of the blands, and several tributary maritime states, 
including those of Thrace, Potidaea excepted. 

The Lacedzem mians immediately after their attempts 
Upon Plataea, assembled a body of men, making- up with 
their confederates sixty thousand in number. Archidamus, 
who commanded the army, harrangued them, in an anima- 
ted speech : he told them that the eyes of all Greece were 
upon them ; that they were superior in numbers and were 
to oppose an enemy not only inferior in number but op- 
pressed with the consciousness of their own violence and in- 
justice. He exhorted them to march boldly into the coun- 
try, where they were about to enter, with that courage for 
which they had been long famous, and that caution which 
was requisite against so insidious an adversary. The whole 
army answered wilh an acclamation of jojr : and thusj that 
war which Was to be the destruction of Greece, was com- 
menced in a phrenzy oi transport by its short-sighted inha- 
bitants, who hurried on to mutual ruin. 

.Pericles, on the otheT hand, prepared his scanty body 
©f Athenians to meet the threatened blow. He declared to 
the Athenians, that should Archidamus^ when he was lay- 
ing waste the Athenian territories, spare any part of those 
lands which belonged to Pericles himself, he Would only 
consider it as a trick* to impose upon Athenian credulity. 
Jie therefore gave up all his property in those lands ; and 
resigned them back to the state, from which his ancestors 
had originally received them. He remonstrated to the peo- 
ple, that it was their interest to protract the war: and to 
let the enemy consume themselves by delay. He advised 
them to remove all their effects from the country ; and to 
shut themselves up in Athens, without ever hazarding a 
battle. Their troops indeed were but very seamy compa- 
red to those they were to oppose: they amounted but to 
thirteen thousand heavy armed soldiers, sixteen thousand 
inhabitants, and twelve hundred horse, with a body of ar- 
chers about double that number. This was the whole ar- 
my of the Athenians ; but their chief strength consisted in 
a fleet of tjhree hundred gallies, which, by continually infest- 
ing and plundering the enemies coast, raised contributions 
sufficient to defray the expences of the War. 



110 

' Imprest with the exhortation of Pericles, the Atheni- 
ans, wuh a mixture of gritf and resolution, forsook the cul- 
ture of the fields* and carried all their possessions that could 
be conveyed away wan ilum into Athens. They had now 
enjoyed the sweets of pea'c for near fifty years, and tlieir 
lands wore an appearance of wealth and industry ; but IVona 
the fate of war they were once more obliged to forsake cul- 
ture for encampment, the sweets of rural life for the shocks 
of battle. 

In the mean time the Lacedaemonians entered the coun- 
try at Oenoe, a frontier fortress ; and leaving it behind 
them, marched furwuid to Acharne, an unwalled town, 
within seven miles of Athens. The Athenians terrified at 
their approach, now began to convert their fury against the 
enemy into reproaches against their former leader. They 
abused him for bringing them into a war, in which he had 
not strength to oppose, nor courage to protect: they loudly 
desired, notwithstanding the inferiority of their number, to 
be led to battle. Pericles, however, chose the more mode- 
rate part. He shut up the city gates ; placed sufficient 
guards at all the posts around ; sent out parties of horse to 
keep the enemy employed, and, at the same time, order- 
ed out one hundred gallics to infest the coast of Peloponne- 
sus. These precautions at last succeeded : after the Lace- 
daemonians had laid waste the whole country round Athens; 
and insulted the defenders of the city, by their numbers 
and their reproaches, finding the place impregnable, they 
abandoned the siege ; and the inhabitants once more issu- 
ed from their walls in joy and security. 

The Athenians, aftvr this severe mortification, resolv- 
ed to retaliate: being left at liberty lo act offensively, as 
well by land as sea, they invade the enemy's territory 
with their whole force in turn ; and. took Nisae, a strong 
ven, wiih wails reaching unto the city of Ntigara. 

Proud of the first dawn of success, and ttfe first cam- 
paign being tlapsed, during the winter they expressed 
f their triumph by public games at the funerals of those ihat 
were slain in battle. They placed their bodies in trnts 
three days before the funeral: upon the fourth day coffins 
of cyprus were sent from the tiibes to convey the bones of 
their relations: the procession marched with solemn pomp, 
attended by the inhabitants and strangers who visited the 
ciiy : the relations and children of the soldiers who were 
killed, stood weeping at the sepulchre : those who fell at 
the battf-e of Marathon indeed were buried on the field; 
but the rest received one common interment in a place cal- 
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led Cerannicus. Pericles, on that occasion pronounced a 
funeral oration over them, which remains to this day, a 
specimen of his great eloquence. But the joy of the public 
was not confined to empty praises, ceremonies and tears : 
a stipend was set apart for maintaining the widows and or- 
phans of those whp fell in the service of their coun- 
try. And thus ended the first year of the Peloponne* 
sian war. r 

In the beginning of the ensuing summer, the Lacedae- 
monians renewed their hostilities ; and invaded the terri- 
tories of Athens with the same number of men as before* 
In this manner these capricious states went on to harrass 
and depopulate each other; but a more terrible punishment 
now began to threaten them from Heaven. A plague broke 
out in the city of Athens, a more terrible than which is 
scarcely recorded in the annals of history. It is related 
that it began in Ethiopia, whence it descended into Egypt, 
from thence travelled into Lybia and Persia* and at last 
broke like a flood upon Athens* This pestilence baffled 
the utmost efforts of art; the most robust constitutions 
were unable to withstand its attacks; no skill could obviate* 
nor ho remedy dispel, the terrible infection. The instant 
a person was seized, he was struck with despair, which 
quite disabled him from attempting a cure. The juimanity^ 
of friends- was fatal to themselves, as it was inefi^&Mal to 
the unhappy sufferers. The prodigious quantity b£Bfa- 
gage which had been removed out of the country intb^me 
city .encreased the calamity. Most of the inhabitants, for 
want of lodging, lived in little cottages, in which they 
could scarce breathe ; while the burning heat of the sum- 
mer encreased the pestilential malignity* They were seen 
confusedly huddled together, the dead as well as the dying; 
some crawltQjg through the streets; some lying along by 
the sides of'fountains, whither they had endeavoured to 
.repair, to quench the raging thirst which consumed them* 
Their very temples were filled with dead bodies ; and every 
part of the city exhibited a dreadful image of death, with- 
out the least remedy for the present, or the least hopes with 
regard to futurity. It seized all with such violence, that 
they fell one upon another as they passed along the stveets. 
It was also attended with such uncommon pestilential va- 
pours, that the very beasts and birds or prey, though fa- 
mishing round the walls of the city, would not touch the • 
bodies of those who died of it. Even in those who reco- 
vered, it left such a tincture of its malignity, that it struck 

1*. 



112 

upon their senses. It effaced the notices and memory of 
alHhe passages of their lives ; a/id they knew neither them- 
selves nor their nearest relations. The circumstances of 
this disease are described at large by Thucydides, who was 
•ick of it himself: and he observes, among other effects 
of it, that it introduced into the city a more licentious 
•way of living't for the people at first had recourse to their 
gods to avert that judgment ; fcmt finding they were all 
alike infected, whether they worshipped them or not ; and 
that U was generally mortal, they abandoped themselves 
at once to despair and riot: for since they held their lives 
but as it were by the day, they were resolved to *nake the 
most of their time and money. The cause of it Was gene* 
rally imputed to Pericles, who, by drawing such numbers 
into x the city, was thought to have corrupted the very air. 
Yet, though this was raging within, and the enemy wasting 
the country without, he was still in the same mind as be- 
fore — that they ought not to put all their hopes upon the ; 
issue of a battle. In the mean time, the enemy advancing 
towards the coast, laid waste the whole country; and re- 
tu\*ned, after having insulted the wretched Athenians, al^ 
ready thinned by pestilence and famine. 

Fickleness and inconstancy were the prevailing charac- 
ters of the Athenians ; and as these carried them on a sud- 
den to their greatest excesses, they soon brought them back 
within the bounds of moderation and respect. Pericles had 
b£en long a favourite ; the calamities of the state at last 
began to render him obnoxious; they had deposed him 
from the command of the army, but now repented their 
rashness, and reinstated him a short time after, with' more 
than former authority. By dint of suffering, they began 
to bear patiently their domestic misfortunes ; and, imprest 
■with a love for their country, asked pardon for their for- 
mer ingratitude. But he did not live long to enjay his ho- 
nours. He was seized with the plague, which, like a ma- 
lignant enemy, struck its severest blow at parting. Being 
extremely ill and ready to breathe his last, the principal 
citizens, and such of his friends that had not forsaken him, 
.discoursing in his N bed-chamber concerning the loss they 
were about to sustain, ran over his exploits, and computed 
the number of his victories. They did not imagine that 
Pericles attended to what they said, as he seemed insensi- 
ble ; but it was far otherwise, for not a single word of their 
discourse had escaped him. At last, cried he l Why will 
you extol a series of actions, in which fortune had the great- 
test part? There is one circumstance which I would not 
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have forgotten-, ye* which you have passed over ; I coiikl 
wish to have remembered, as the most glorious circum- 
stance of my life — That I never yet caused a single citizen 
to put on mourning.' 

Tims died Pericles, in whom were united a number of 
excellent qualities without impairing eafch other. As well, 
skilled in naval affairs as in the conduct of armies j as 
well skilled in the arts of raising money as of employing it j * 
eloquent in public, and* pleasing in private; he was a pa* 
tron of artihts, at once informing them by his taste and 
example. v 

The most memorable transactions of the following 
year, was the siege, of Platasa by the Lacedaemonians. This 
was one of the most famous sieges in antiquity, on account 
of the vigorous efforts of both parties ; but especially for 
the glorious resistance made by the besieged ; and strata- 
gems%to escape the fury of the assailants. 

The Laced v.noaiuos besieged this place in the begin- 
ning of the third campaign* As .soon as they had fixed 
their camp round the city, in order to lay waste the places 
adjacent, the Piatarans sent deputies to the Lacedaemonian 
general, declaring the injustice of injuring them, who had 
received their liberties on a former occasion from the La- * 
cedjembnians themselves. The Lacedemonians replied, 
that there was but one method to insure their safety, which 
was to renew that alliance by which they gained their free- 
dom ; ro disclaim their Athenian supporters, and to unite 
with the Lacedaemonians, who had power and will to pro- 
tect them. The deputies replied, they could not possibly 
come to any agreement without first sending to Athens, 
whither their wives and children were retired. The Lace- 
daemonians permitted them to send thither ; but the Athen- 
ians solemnly jjromising to succour them to the utmost of 
their power, tne Platseans resolved to suffer the last extre- 
mities rather than surrender; and prepared for a vigorous 
defence, with a steady resolution to succeed or fall. 

Archidamus, the Lacedaemonian general, after calling 
upon the Gods to witness that he did not first infringe the 
alliance, prepared for the siege with equal perseverance. 
He surrounded the city with a circumvallation of trees, 
which were laid very close together, their branches turned 
toward the city. He then raised batteries upon them ; and 
formed a terrace sufficient to support his warlike machines. 
His army worked night and day, without intermission, for 
seventy days : one half of the soldiers reposing themselves 
while the others were at work. ' 
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The besieged observing the works begin to rise around 
them, threw up a wooden wall upon the walls of the city, 
opposite the platform, in order thai they might always out- 
top the besiegers. This wall was covered on the outside 
with hides both raw and dry, in order to shelter it from 
the besiegers, fires. Thus both walls seemed to vie with 
each other for superiority, till at last the besieged, without 
amusing themselves at this work any longer, built another 
within in the form. of a half moon, behind which they might 
retire in case their outer works were forced. 

In the mean time, th* besiegers having mounted their 
engines of war, shook the city wall in a very terrible man- 
lier ; which, though, it alarmed the citizens, did not how- 
ever discourage them ; they employed every art that forti- 
fication could suggest against the enemy's. batteries. They 
catched with ropes thre heads of the battering rajtis that 
were urged against them ; and deadened their force with 
levers. The besiegers finding their attacks did not go on 
successfully, and that a new wall was raised against their 
platform, despaired of being able to storm the place; and, 
therefore, changed the siege into a blockade, after having 
vainly attempted to set fire to the city, which was suddenly 
quenched by a shower. The city was now surrounded by 
a bnck wall, suddenly erected, strengthened on each side 
by a deep dhch. The whole army was engaged succes- 
sively upon this wall, and when it was finished they left a 
guard over half of it ; the Boeotians offering to guard the 
other half, while the rest of the army returned to Sparta. 

In this manner the wretched Platseans were cooped up 
by a strong wall without any hopes of redress, and only 
awaited the mercy of the conqueror. There were now in 
Platxa but four hundred inhabitants, and fqur score Athe- 
nians, with an hundred and ten women to djfess their vic- 
tuals, and no other person, whether freeman or slave; all 
the rest having been sent to Athens before tlie siege. At 
last the inhabitants of Plataea having lost all hopes of suc- 
cour, and beingln the utmost want of provisions, formed a 
resolution to cut their way through the enemy. But half of 
them struck with the greatness of the danger, and the bold- 
ness of the enterprize, entirely lost courage when they 
came to the execution, but the rest (who were about two 
hundred and twenty soldiers) persisted, in their resolution, 
and escaped in the following manner : — The besieged first 
took the heights of the wall, by counting, the rows of bricks 
which composed it ; and this they did at different times, 
and employed several men for that purpose, in order that 
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they might not mistake in the calculation. This was the 
easier, because as the wall stood -but at a small distance, 
every part of it was very visible. Tney then made ladders 
of a proper length* All things being now ready for execu- 
ting the design, the besieged left the city, one night when 
there was no moon, in the midst of a storm of wind and 
rain. After crossing the first ditch they drew near the wall 
undiscovered though the darkness of the night, not to men- 
tion that the noise made by the rain and wind prevented 
their being heard. They, marched at some distance from 
one another* to prevent, the clashing of their arms, which 
were light, in order that those who carried them might be 
the more active ;. and one of their legs was naked, to keep 
them from sliding so easily in the mire. Those who carri- 
ed the ladders laid them in the space between the towers, 
where they knew no guard was posted, because it rained. 
That instant twelve men mounted the ladder, armed with 
only a coat of mail anda dagger, and marched directly to 
the towers, six on each side. They were followed by soldi- 
ers armed only with javelins, that they might mount the 
easier ; and their shields were carried afte^Hiem to be used 
in the charge. — When most of these were got to the top of 
the wall, they were discovered by the falling of a tile, which 
one of their comrades in taking hold of the parapet had 
4hrown down. The alarm was immediately given from the 
towers ; and the whole army approached the wall, without 
discovering the occasion of the put-cry fu'om .the* gloom of 
the night and the violence of the storm* Besides which, 
those who had staid behind in the city, beat an alarm at 
the same time in another quarter, to make a diversion ; so 
that the enemy did not know which way to turn themselves ; 
and were afraid to quit their posts.. Bat a corps, the re- 
serve of three hundred men, who were kept for any unfore- 
seen accident that might happen, quitted the contravalla- 
tion, and ran.to that part where. they heard the noise ; and 
torches were held up towards Thebes, to shew that they 
must run that way. But, those in the city, to render the 
signal of no use, made others at the same time in different; 
quarters, having prepared them on the walls for that -pur- 
pose* In the mean, time, those who had mounted first ha- 
ving possessed themselves of the two towers which flanked 
the interval where the [adders were «et* and having kilted 
those who guarded them v posted themselves there to de- 
fend the passage and keep off the besiegers. Then sea- 
ting ladders on the top of the wall betwixt the two tow- 
■ 
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era, they caused a good number of (heir comrade* to mount 
in order to keep of, by the discharge of their arrows, as 
well those who were advancing to the foot of the wall, as 
"the others, who were hastening to the neighbouring towers. 
Whilst this was doing they had time to set up several lad- 
ders ; and to throw down the parapet, that the rest jmight 
come up with greater ease. As fast as they came up- they 
went down on the other side ; and drew up near the fosse, 
en the outside, to shoot at those who appeared. After they 
were passed over, the men who were in the towers came 
down at last ; and made to the fosse to follow after the rest. 
That instant the guard, with three hundred torches came 
up. However, as tlie PI at x an s saw their enemies by this 
light better than they were seen by them, they therefore 
took a surer aim, by which means the last crossed the ditch 
without being attacked in their passage. However, this 
was not done without much difficulty, because the ditch 
was frozen over, and the ice would not bear on account of 
thaw and heavy rains. The violence of the storm was of 
great advantage^to them. After all were passed they took 
the road towdflre Thebes, the better to conceal their re- 
treat, because it was not likely they bad fled towards a city 
of the enemy's. — Immediately they perceived the besiegers 
^vith torches in their hands pursuing them in the road that 
led to Athens. After keeping that of Thebes about six or 
seven stadia, ihby turned short towards the mountain ; and 
resumed the rout to Athens, whither two hundred and 
twelve arrived out of two hundred and twenty, who had 
quitted the place : the rest having returned back to it 
through fear, one archer excepted, who was taken on the 
side of the fosse of contra variation. T he besiegers, after 
having pursued them to no purpose, returned to their camp. 
In the mean time, the Platxans who remained in the city, 
supposing that all their companions had been killed, (be- 
cause those who were returned, to justify themselves, affir- 
med they were) sent a herald to demand their dead bodies ; 
but being told the true state of the affair, he withdrew. 
At the end of the flowing campaign, the Plataans -being 
in absolute want of provisions, and unable to majte the least 
defence, surrendered upon condition that they should not 
be punished, till they had been tried and adjudged in form 
of justice. Five commissioners came for this purpose from 
Lacedaemon, and these without charging them with any 
crime, barely asked them whether they had done any ser- 
vice to the Lacedemonians and the allies in this war? The 
Flataeans were much surprised, as well as puzzled at this 



question ; and were sensible that it had been suggested by 
the Thebans* their, professed enemies, who had vowed their 
destruction* They* therefore, put the Lacedaemons in mind 
of the services they had done to Greece in general, both at 
the battle of Artemisium and that of Platxa, and particu* 
larly in Lacedeemoma at the time of the earthquake, 
which was followed by the revolt of their slaves. The on* 
If reason they declared their having joined the Athenians 
afterwards, was to defend themselves from the hostilities 
of the Thebans, against whom they had implored the asis- 
tance of the Lacedaemonian* to no purpose, That if that 
was imputed to them as a crime, which was only their mis- 
fortune, it ought not, however, entirely to obliterate the 
remembrance of their former services, i Cast your eyes/ 
said they, ( on the monuments of your ancestors which you 
see here, to whom we annually pay all the honours which 
can be rendered to the manes of the dead. You thought 
fit to intrust their bodies with us, as we were eye witnesses 
of their bravery. And yet you will now give up their ashes 
to their murderers, in abandoning us to the Thebans who 
fought against them at the battle of Plataea f Vill you enslave 
a province where Greece recovered its liberty ? will you- de- 
stroy the temples of those Gods to wfiom you owed the vie*- 
lory? will you abolish the memory of their founders who 
contributed so greatly to your safety ? on this occasion we 
may venture to say, our interest is inseparable from your 
glory ; and you cannot deliver up your ancient friends and 
benefactors to the unjust hatred of the Tbebarts, without 
eternal infamy to yourselves.' One would conclude, that 
these just remonstrances should have some impression on 
the Lacedaemonians ; but they were biassed more by the 
answer the Thebans made, and which was expressed in the 
most haughty and bitter terms against the Platxans; and 
besides, they had brought their instructions from Lacedav 
room They stood, therefore, totheir first question— whe- 
ther the Plataeans had done them any service since the war ? 
and making them pass one after another, as they severally 
answered ' No,' each was immediately butchered, and not 
one escaped. About two hundred were killed in.this man- 
ner: and twenty-five Athenians, who were among them, 
met with the same unhappy fate. Their wives, who had 
been taken prisoners, were made slaves. The Thebans af- 
terwards peopled their city with exiles from Megata and ■. 
Plataea, but the year after they demolished it entirely. It 
was in this manner the Lacedemonians, in the hopes of 
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reaping great advantages from the iThebans, sacrificed the 
Plateans to their animosity, ninety-three, years after their 
first alliance with the Athenians.. 

I pass over several particular incidents of the succeed- 
ing ^campaign, in which the Greecian states mutually de- 
stroyed each other, without promoting general, happiness, 
or establishing any common form of government. The 
fluctuations of success were various. The Athenians took- 
the city of Pylus from the Lacedaemonians; and they, on 
the other hand, made annual incursions into Attica- More 
than one overture for a peace was made, but Cleon, who*- 
liad a great ascendant among the Athenians, prevented their- 
taking effect. The war was, therefore, renewed with alt 
its N former animosities. The island of Pylus became the 
scene of mutual contention. Demosthenes, who afterwards 
became the celebrated orator, being joined in commission* 
with Cleon, landed on the island, in order to dispossess the, 
the Lacedemonians, who still remained there. They at- 
tacked the enemy with gVeat vigour, drove them from post 
to post, and gaining ground perpetually, at last forced them 
to the extremity, of the island* The Lacedaemonians had 
stormed a fort that was thought inaccessible : there they? 
drew up in battle array ; faced about to that side only 
where they could be Attacked, and defended themselves like 
66 many lions. As the engagement had held the greatest 
. part of the day ; and the soldiers were oppressed with heat 
and weariness, and parched wtoh thirst, the general of the 
Messenians directing himself to Cleon and Demosthenes, 
said, that all their efforts would be to no purpose, unless 
they charged their enemy's rear; and promised, if they 
would give him some troops, armed with missive weapons, 
that he would endeavour to find a passage. Accordingly, 
he and his followers climbed up certain steep and craggy 
places, which were not guarded, when coming down unper- 
ceived into the fort,' he appeared on a sudden at the backs 
of the Lacedaemonians, which entirely damped the>ir c out- 
rage ; and afterwards completed their overthrow. They 
now made but a very feeble resistance ; and being oppres- 
sed with numbers; attacked on all sides, and dejected 
through fatigue and despair, they began to give way, but 
the Athenians seized on all the passes to cut off their re- 
treat. Cleon and -Demosthenes finding, that should the 
battle continue, not a man of them would escape ; and be- 
ing desiroGs of carrying them alive to Athens, they com- 
manded their soldiers to desrst ; and caused a proclama- 
tion to be made by ft herald for them to lay down their 
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arras ; and surrender at discretion. At these words the 
greatest part lowered their shields, and clapped their handt 
in toktfn of approbation. A kind of suspension of arras 
Was agreed upon, and their commander desired leave might 
be granted him to dispatch a messenger to the camp to 
know the resolution of the generals* This was not allowed 
but they called heralds from the coast, and after several 
messages, a Lacedaemonian advanced forward, and cried 
aloud, that they were permitted to treat with the enemy, 
provided they did not submit to dishonourable terms. Upon 
thisthey held a conference, after which they surrendered at 
discretion ; and were kept till the next day. The Atheni* 
an* then raising a trophy, and restoring the Lacedaemoni- 
ans their dead, embarked for their own country, after dis- 
tributing the prisoners among the several ships, and com- 
mitting the guard of them to the captains of tl|Je gallies. In 
tins battle one hundred and twenty-eight Lacedemonians 
fell out of four hundred and twenty, which was their num- 
ber at first, so that there survived not quite three hundred, 
an hundred and twenty of whom were inhabitants of the city 
of Sparta. The siege of the island (to compute from the be- 
ginning of it, including the time employed in the truce) had 
Fasted threescore and twelve days. They all now left Pylus 
and Cleon's promise, though so vain ami rash, was found li- 
terally true. But the most surprising circumstances was the 
capitulation that had been made ; -for, it was believed, that the 
Lacedemonians, so far from surrendering their arms, would 
die sword in hand. Being come to Athens, they were or- 
dered to remain prisoners till a peace should be concluded, 
provided the Lacedemonians did not make any incursions 
into their country, for that then they should all be put to 
death' They left a garrison in Pyras. The Mes'senians of 
Naupactus, who had formerly ppssessed it, sent thither the 
flower of their youth, who very much infested the Lace da:* 
in on i an s by their incursions ; and, as these Messenians 
spoke the language of the country, they prevailed with % 
great number of slaves to join them* The Lacedemonians 
dreading a greater evil, sent several deputations to 'Athens 
but to no purpose ; the Athenians being too mucn elated" 
with their prosperity, and especially their late success, to 
listen to any terms. For two or three years successively) hos 
tilittes were carried on with alternate success ; and nothing 
but the humbling of the one or tfee other of the two rival 
states could decide the quarrel. The Athenians made 
themselves masters oif the island of Cythera ; but on ttoo 
other hand, were defeated by the Lacedemonians at DeU 
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Ban. — At length the two nations began to grow weary of a 
war, which put them to great expence ; and did not pro- 
cure them any real advantage. A truce for a year was, 
therefore concluded between them, which being expired, 
sgrved to pave the way for a more lasting reconciliation. 
The death of the two generals that commanded the contend- 
ing armies, served not a little to hasten this event. Bras- 
si das, the Lacedemonian, was killed as he was conducting 
a sally, when besieged in Amphipolis ; and Cleon, the 
Athenian, despising an enemy to which he knew himself 
superior, was set upon unawares, and, flying for safety, 
was killed by a soldier who happened to meet him. Thus, 
these two men, who had long opposed the tranquility of, 
Greece, and raised their reputations, but in a very differ- 
ent way, fell a sacrafice to their own ambition. 

They were, however, men of very opposite characters. 
Brassidas had courage and conduct, moderation and inte- 
grity ; and, it was he alone, who at this* time 'kept up the 
sinking reputation of his country. He was the only Spar- 
tan since Pausanias, who appeared with any established cha- 
racter among the confederates, to. whom he behaved so welL 
that they were again brought under the dependanceof Spar- 
ta ; and several cities came 1 in to him as their common de- 
liverer from the tyranny of Athens. The inhabitants of 
Amphipolis, besides their joining with the other allies in 
solemnizing his funeral in a public manner, instituted an- 
niversary games and sacrifices to his memory as an hero; 
and so far considered him as their founder, that they de- 
stroyed all the monuments which had been preserved as 
marks of their being an Athenian colony. His opposition 
to the peace was not so much the effects of his obstinacy, 
as of a true Spartan zeal for the honour of his country, 
which he was sensible had been treated by the Athenians 
with too much insolence and contempt. He had now a fair 
prospect of bringing them to reason, as he was gaining 
grounri upon them, and every day making fresh conquests, 
and, however he might be transported with the glory of per- 
forming great actions, yet the main end of his ambition 
seems to have been, the bringing the war to an happy con- 
clusion. I must here not omit the generous answer hia mo- 
ther made to the persons who brought her the news of his 
death. Upon her asking them whether he died honourably, 
they natarally fell into encomiums on his great exploits, and 
his personal bravery, and preferred him to all the generals 
of his time ; * Yes,' said she, ' my son was a valiant man, 
tout Sparta has still many citizens braver than he.' 
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Cleon was another sort of man. He was rash, arro- 
gant, obstinate, contentious, envious, and malicious, co- 
vetous and corrupt ; and yet, with all these bad qualities, 
he had some little arts of popularity which raised and sup- 
ported him. He made it his business to caress the old men 
and as much as he loved money, he often relieved the poor. 
He had a ready wit, with a way of drollery, that took with 
many, though with the generality it passed for impudence 
and buffoonery. "He had one very refined way of recommend- 
ing himself, which was, upon his coming into power, to 
discard all his old, friends, for fear it should be thought he 
would be biassed by them. At the same timet he picked 
up a vile set of sycophants in their room, and made a ser- 
vile court to the lowest dregs of the people ; and yet eyen 
they had so bad an opinion of him; that they often 
declared, against him for Nicjas, his professed enemy ; who 
though he took part with the nobility, still preserved an in- 
terest in the commons, and was more generally respected. 
That which Cleon chiefly depended on, was his eloquence ; 
but it was of a boisterous kind, verbose and petulent ; and 
consisted more jn the vehemence of his style and utterance 
and the distortion of his action and gesture, than in the 
strength of his reasoning. By this furious manner of har- 
ranguing, he introduced among the orators and statesmen 
a licentiousness and indecency which were not known be- 
fore ; and which gave rise to the many riotous and disor- 
derly proceedings which were afterwards in the assemblies, 
when almost every thing was carried by noise and tumult* 
In the military part of his service, he was' as unaccountable 
as in the rest of his conduct. He was not naturally formed 
for war, and only made use of it as a cloak for his ill prac- 
tices, and because he could not carry on his other views 
without it. His taking Sphacteria. was certainly a great 
action, but it was a rash and desperate one ; and it has 
been shewn bow he was undesignedly drawn into it by a 
boast of his own. However, he was so elated with the 
Success of that expedition, that he fancied himself a gene- 
ral; and the people were brought to have the same opinion. 
But the event soon undeceived them ; and convinced them, 
that he knew better how to lead in the assembly than in 
the field. In-reality, he was not a man to be trusted in ei- 
ther, for in~ the one, he was more of a blusterer than of a 
soldier; and in the other, he had more of an incendiary 
than of a patriot* '»•- \ 

The Lacedeemonians were no less inclined to peace than 
the* Athenians; and were glad totrea', at this time, while 
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they could do it with honour: besides, they hail nothing 
more fc >t heart than the imprisonment of their men taken at 
Pylus, i hey being the chief of their city ; and> among other 
considerations, it was not the least) that the truce which 
tlwy had made with Argos for thirty years, was just upon 
expiring. This was a strong and flourishing city, and 
though tt was not of itself a match for Sparta, yet they 
Jtnew it was far from being contemptible, and that it held 
too good a correspondence with its neighbours, not to make 
itself capable of giving them a great deal of uneasiness. 
The matter having been canvassed and debated most part 
of the winter, the Lacedaemonians, to bring the treaty to 
a conclusion, gave out, that they resolved as soon as the 
*easoif woujd permit to fortify in Attica* Upon which, 
the Athenians grew more moderate in their demands ; and 
a peace was concluded in the tenth year of the war, between 
the two states and their confederates, for fifty years. The 
chief articles being, that the garrisons should be evacuated ; 
and the towns and prisoners restored on both sides. , This 
was called the Nician Peace, because Nicias, who was just 
the reverse of his rival Cleon, was the chief-instrument in 
it. Besides the tender concern he always expressed for his 
country, he had more particular ends in it, in securing his 
reputation. For he had been upon many expeditions; and 
bad generally succeeded in them ' but yet he waa sensible 
how much he owed. to his good fortune, and his cautious 
management; and he did not care to risque what he had 
Already, got for the hopes of more. 
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- ' CHAP. X. 

From the Peace of JVicias to the end of the JPelofionnesie* 

War. 

_ EVERY thing now promised a restoration of former 
tranquility. The Boeotians and Corinthians were the first 
that shewed signs of discontent, and used their utmost en- 
deavours to excite fresh troubles. To obviate any dangers 
arisingjrom that quarter, the Athenians and Laceda&moo- 
ians united in a league offensive and defensive, which served 
to render them more formidable to their neighbouring 
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state*> and more Assured with regard to each otjter. Tet 
still the former animosities and jealousies fermented at bot- 
tom; and while friendship seemed no gloss over external 
appearances, fresh discontents were gathering below. The 
character indeed of Nicias was peaceable, and he did all 
in his power to persuade the Athenians to cultivate their 
general tranquility* But a. new promoter of troubles was 
now beginning to make his appearance; and from him, 
those who wished for peace had every thing to fear* This 
was no other than the celebrated Alcibiades, the disciple 
of Socrates, a youth equally remarkable for the beauty of 
his person and the greatness of his mental accomplish- 
ments. 

The strict intimacy between Alcibiades and Socrates is 
one of the most remarkable circumstances of his life. This, 
philosopher observing excellent natural qualities in him, 
which were greatly heightened hy the beauty of his person, 
bestowed incredible pains in cultivating so valuable a plant, 
lest, being neglected, it should wither as it grew, and abso- 
lutely degenerate ; and, indeed, Alcibiades was exposed to 
numberless dangers ; the greatness of his extraction, his 
vast riches, the authority of his family, the credit of his 
guardians, his personal talents, bis exquisite beauty, and, 
still more than these, the flattery and complaisance of all 
who approached him* * One would have concluded,' says 
Plutarch, ' that fortune had surrounded and invested him 
with all these pretended advantages, as with so many 
ramparts and bulwarks, to render him inaccessible and in- 
vulnerable to all darts of philosophy, those salutary darts 
which, strike to the very heart, and leave in it the strong- 
est incitements to virtue and solid glory.' But those very 
obstacles redoubled the seal of Socrates* Notwithstanding 
the strong endeavours that were used to divert this young 
* Athenian from a correspondence which alone was capa- 
ble of securing him from so many snares, be devoted him- 
self, entirely to it ; he had the most unbounded wit ; he 
was fully sensible of Socrates' extraordinary merit, and/ 
could not resist the charms of his sweetly insinuating elo- 
quence, which at that time had a greater ascendant over 
bim than the allurements of pleasure. He was so zealous: 
a disciple of that great master, that he followed him where- 
ver he wenti took the utmost delight in his conversation; 
was extremely well pleased with his principles; received 
his instructions, and even his reprimands, with wonderful 
docility \ and was so moved with his discourses, as even to 
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shed tears and abhor himself : so weighty was the force of 
truth in the mouth of Socrates, and in so odious alight did 
he expose the vices to which Alcibiades abandoned himself. 
Alcibiades in those moments when he listened to Socrates, 
differed so much from himself, that he appeared quite 
another man. However, his head-strong fiery temper, and 
his natural fondness for pleasure, which was heightened 
and inflamed by the discourses and advice of young people,, 
soon plunged him into his former irregularities ; and tore 
him as it were from his master, who was obliged to pursue 
him, as a slave who had escaped correction. This vicissi- 
tude of flights and returns of virtuous. resolutions and re- 
lapses into vice, continued a long time; but still -Socrates 
was not disgusted by his levity ; and always flattered him- 
self with the hopes of bringing him back to his duty : and 
hence, certainly arose the strong mixture of good and evil 
that always appeared in his conduct : the instructions which 
his master had given him sometimes prevailing; and, at 
othej" times, the fire of his passions hurrying him, in a 
manner against his tiwn will, into things of a quite opposite 
nature. Among the various passions that were discovered 
in him, the strongest and most prevailing was a haughty 
turn of mind, which would force all things to submit to it ; 
and could not bear a superior, or even an equal. Although 
his birth and uncommon talents smoothed the way to his 
attaining the highest employments in the republic, there 
was nothing however to which he Was so fond of owing the 
credit and authority he wanted to gain over the people, as j 
tQ the force of his eloquence, and the persuasive grace of 
his orations. To this, his intimacy with Socrates might be 
of great service. Alcibiades, with such a cast of mind as 
we have here described, was not born for repose s and had 
set every engine at work to traverse the treaty lately con- 
cluded between the two Mates; but not succeeding in his 
attempt, he endeavoured to prevent its taking effect. He 
was disgusted al the Lacedaemonians, because they direct- 
ed themselves only to Nicias, of whom they had a very 
high opinion; and, on the contrary, seemed to take no 
manner of notice of him, though his ancestors had enjoy- 
ed the rights of hospitality among them. The first thing be 
did. to infringe the peace was, his having been informed that ; 
the people of Argos only wanted an opportunity. to break; 
with the Spartans, whom "they equally hated and feared: 
he flattered Jhero "secretly wieh the hopes that the Athenians 
would succour them, by suggesting to them, that they were 
ready to break a peace which was no way advantageous to 
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them*- Accordingly, he' l%id hold of this juncture; and 
improved the pretext the Lacedaemonians bad given t,o ex- 
asperate the people, both against them and' Nicias; which 
had so good an effect, that every thing seemed disposed for 

. a treaty with Argos : of which, the Lacedaemonians being 
very apprehensive,, immediately dispatched their ambassa- 
dors to Athens, who at ftrst said, what seemed very satis- 
factory, that they came with full power to consert all mat- 
ters in difference upon fcqual terms. The council received 
their propositions; and the people were to assemble the 
next day to give them^audience. Alcibiades, in the mean 
while, fearing lest this rkegociation would ruin his design*, 
had a secret conference withjhe ambassadors ; and persua- 
ded them, under a colour of friendship, not to let the peo- 
ple know at first what full powers their commission gave 
them; but to intimate, that they came only to treat and 
make proposals \ for that othenv:*e they would grow indo- 
lent in their demands j and extort from them such unrea- 
tenable term*, aa they could not with hoftour consent to. 
They were ao well satisfied with the prudence awl sincerity 
6f this adviee, that. he drew them from Nicias to rely en- 
tirely upon himself; and* the next day, when the people 
were assembled, and *the ambassadors introduced, Alcibia- 
dea, with a very obliging air, demanded of them with what 
powers they were come?. They made answer, that they 
were not come as plenipotentiaries. Upon which he in- 
stantly changed his voice and countenance, and exclaiming 
against them as notorious liars, bid the people take care 
how they transacted any thing with men on whom they 

. could have so little dependence. The people dismissed the 
ambassadors in a rage ; and Nicias, knowing nothing of 
lhe^deceit, was confounded and in disgrace. To redeem 
bis credit, he proposed being sent once more to Sparta : 
but not being able to gain such terms there as the Athen- 
ians demanded, they immediately upon his return struck 
up a league with the Argives for an hundred years, inclu- 
ding the El cans and Mantineans ; which yet did not in 
terms cancel that with the Lacedaemonians; though it is 
plain, that the whore intent of it was levelled against them. 
Upon this new alliance, Aicibiades was declared general ; 
and though his best friends could not commend the method 
by which .e brought about his designs, yet it was looked 
upon a© a great reach in pplitics, thus to divide and shake 
almost all Peloponnesus; and to remove the war so far from 
the Athenian frontier, that even success would profit ths 
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enemy but little should they be conquerors : whereas, if 
tbey were defeated) Sparta itself would be hardly safe* 

The defection of the confederates began to awaken the 
jealousy of Sparta : they resolved, therefore, to remedy 
the evil before it spread too far ; wherefore, drawing out 
their whole force, both of citizens and slaves, and being 
joined by their allies, they entamped almost under the 
walls of Argos. The Argives having notice of their march, 
made all possible preparations, and came out, with a full 
resolution to fight them. But just as they were going to 
engage, two of their officers went over, to Agis, the Spar- 
tan king and general, and proposed to him to have the bu- 
siness made up by a reference. He immediately closing 
with the oiler, in order to it, granted them a truce for four 
months, and drew off his army; the whole affair being 
transacted by these three, without any general consent or 
knowledge on either side. The Pcloponnesians, though 
they durst not disobey their orders, inveighed grievously 
against Agis for letting such an advantage slip as they 
could never promise to themselves again* For they had 
actually hemmed in the enemy, and that with the best, if 
not the greatest army, that ever was brought into the field. 
And the Argives were so little apprehensive of danger on 
their side, that they were no less incensed against their 
mediators, one of whom they forced to the altars to save 
his lite, and confiscated his goods. 

Thus every thing seemed to favour the Athenian in- 
terest ; and their prosperity, for this was the most flourish- 
ing period of their duration, blinded them to such a de- 
gree, that they were persuaded no power was able to resist 
them. In this disposition they resolved to take the first op- 
portunity of adding the island of Sicily to their empire ; 
and soon an occasion offered to their wish. Ambassadors 
were sent from the . people of Egesta, who, in quality of 
their allies, came to implore their aid against the inhabi- 
tants of Selinuta, who were assisted by the Syracusans* It 
was the sixteenth year of the Peloponnesian war.. They 
represented, among other things, that should they be aban- 
doned, the Syracusaas, after seizing their city, as they had 
done that of Leontium, would possess themselves of all 
Sicily ; and not Jail to aid the Peloponnesians, who were 
their founders ; and, that they might put them to as little 
charge as possible, they offered to pay the troops that 
should be sent to succour them. The Athenians, who had 
long waited for an opportunity to declare themselves, sent 
deputies to Egesta to enquire into the state of affairs ; and 
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to see Whether there was money enough in the treasury !• 
defray the expence of so great a war. The inhabitants of 
that city had been so artful as to borrow from the neigh- 
bouring nations a great number of gold and silver vases, 
worth an immense sum of money; and of those they made 
a shew when the Athenians arrived. The deputies re- 
turned with .those of Egesta, who carried three score ta- 
lents in ingots* as a month's pay for the gallies, which 
-they demanded ; and a promise -of larger sums, which they 
said were ready both in the public treasury and \n the tem- 
ples. The 1 people struck with these fair appearances, the 
truth of which they did not giye themselves the leisure to 
examine ; and) seduced by the advantageous reports which 
their deputies made with the v-iew of pleasing them> imme- 
diately granted the Egestans their demand ; and appointed 
Alcibiades, v Nicia^ and Lamachu?, to command the fleet, 
with full power not only to succour Egesta, and restore the 
inhabitants of Leontium to their city ; but also to regulate 
the affairs of Sicily, in such a manner as might best suit 
the interests of the republic. Nicias was appointed one of 
the generals to his verygteat regret; for, besides other motives, 
which made him dread that command, he shunned it, be- 
cause Alcibiades was to be his colleague* But the Athen- 
ians promised them selves, greater success from this war* 
should they not resign the whole conduct of it to Alcibia- 
des, but temper his ardour and audacity with the coldness 
and wisdom of Nicias.— Nicias not daring to oppose Alci- 
biades openly, endeavoured to do it indirectly, by starting 
a great number of difficultiesj drawn particularly from the 
great expence of this, expedition. He declared, that since 
they were resolved upon war, they ought to fiarry it on in 
such a manner as might suit the exalted reputation to 
which Athens bad attained. That a fleet was not suffi- 
cient to oppose so formidable a power as that of the Syra- 
cusans and their allies : that they must, raise an army com- 
posed of good horse and foot, if they desired to act in a 
manner worthy of so noble a design : that, besides their 
fleet, which was to make. the m jn asters at s.ea, they must 
have a great number of transports to *carry provisions 
perpetually to tjpe army, which otherwise could not pos- 
sibly subsist in an enemy's country ; that they must carry 
vast sums of money with them, without waiting foe that 
promised them by the citizens of figesta, who perhaps 
were ready in words only, and very probably might break 
their promise ; that they ought to weigh and examine the 
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disparity there was between themselves and their enemies 
with regard to the conveniencies and wants of the army ; 
the Syracueans being in their own country, in the midst of 
powerful allies, disposed by inclination, as well as engaged 
by interest, to assist them with men, arms, horses, and pro- 
visions ^whereas, the Athenians would carry on the war is 
a remote country, possessed by their enemies ; where, in 
the winter, news could not be brought them in less than 
four months time; a country where all things would op* 
pose the Athenians, and nothing be procured but by force 
of arms : that it would reflect the greatest ignominy on the 
Athenians, should they be forced to abandon their enter- 
prize ; and, thereby become the scorn and contempt of 
their enemies, by their neglecting to take all the precau- 
tions which so important a design required : that as for 
himself, he was determined not to go unless he was pro- 
vided with all things necessary for the expedition, because 
the safety of the whole army depended on that circum- 
stance ; and that he would not rely on caprice, or the £re- 
'carious engagements of the allies. Nicias had flattered 
himself, that this speech would cool the ardour of the 
people ; whereas it only inflamed it the more* Immedi- 
ately the generals had full powers given them to raise as 
many troops, and fit out as many galiies as they should 
judge necessary ; and the levies were accordingly car- 
ried on in Athens, and other places, with inexpressible 
activity, ». 

When prepared, they accordingly set sail, after bar- 
ing appointed Corey ra the rendezvous for most of the al- 
lies, with such ships as were to carry the provisions and 
Warlike stores. All the citizens, as well as foreigners in 
Athens, flocked by day break to the port of Pyncus : the 
' former attended by their children, relations, friends, and 
companions, with a joy ever cast with a little sorrow, up- 
on, their bidding adieu to persons that were as dear to them 
as life, and who were setting out on a distant and very 
~ dangerous expedition, from which it was Tincertain whether 
they would ever return, though they flattered themselves 
with the hopes that it would be successful : the foreigners 
came thither to feed their eyes with a sigttt which was high- 
ly worthy their curiosity* for no single^city in the world had 
ever fitted out so gallant a fleet : those indeed which had 
been sent against Epidaurus and Potidaea, were as consider- 
able with regard to the number of soldiers and ships ; but 
then* they were not equipped with so much magnificence, 
neither was their voyage so long, nor their enterprize s* 
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important* Here were seen a land and naval army provi- 
ded with the utmost care, and at the expegce of particular 
persons, as well as of the public, with all things necessary 
on account of the length of the voyage, and the duration of 
the war. The city furnished an hundred empty ^allies ; 
that is, three-score light ones, and forty to transport the 
soldiers heavily armed. Every mariner received daily a 
drachma, or ten pence English for bis pay, exclusive of 
avhat the captains of ships gave the'rowersof the first bench* 
Add to this the pomp and magnificence that was displayed 
universally, every one striving to eclipse the rest, and each 
<captain endeavouring to make his ship the lightest ; and at 
the same time, the gayest iii the whole fleet. I shall hot 
-take notice of the choice of the soldiers and seamen, 
•who were the flower of the Athenians : nor of their em- 
ulation with regard to the beauty and neatness of their 
arms and equipage 4 and more than of their officers, 
"who had laid out considerable sums purely to distinguish 
-themselves, and to give foreigners an advantageous idea of 
'their persons and circumstances ; so that this sight had the 
•air of a pageant, in which the utmost magnificence is dis~ 
-played, rather than of a warlike expedition. But the bold* 
neas and greatness of the design stilt exceeded its expence 
and splendour* 

When the ships were loaded, and the troops got on 
aboard, the trumpet sounded ; and solemn prayers were of* 
-iered up, for the success of the expedition ; gold and sil- 
ver cups were, filled every where with wine ; and the ac- 
customed libations were poured out : the people who lined 
the shore shouting, at the. same time, and lifting up their 
4iands tq heaven to wish their fellow-citizens a good voyage 
and success. And now the hymn being hung, and the ce- 
remonies ended, the ships sailed one after another out of the 
harbour; after which they strove to out-sail one another, 
till the whole fleet met at -figina. From thence it made to 
Corcyra ; where the army of the allies was assembled with 
the rest of the fleet. 

* Being now arrived at Sicily, the generals were divided 
in their opinions as to the place where they should make a 
descent. Lamachus, one of the generals, was for making 
directly for Syracuse. He urged, thatVit was as yet unpro- 
vided, and under the greatest consternation : that an army 
^vas always most terrible on its approach, before the enemy 
had time to recollect, and make, danger familiar ; these 
reasons, however, were over-ruled*- It was agreed to -re- 
duce the smaller cities first;- when having detached tea 
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^allies only to take a view of the situation and harbour of 
Syracuse, they landed with the rest of their forces, and sur- 
prised Catana. 

In the mean time, the -enemies of-Alcibiades had taken 
•occasion from his absence, to attack him with redoubled 
vigour* They aggravated his misconduct in neglecting the 
proper method of attack ; and enforced their accusation, 
by alledging, that he had prophaned the myteries of Ceres: 
this was sufficient to induce the giddy multitude to recall 
their general ; but for fear of raising a tumult in the army, 
they only sent him orders to return to Athens to pacify the 
people by his presence. Alcibiades obeyed the orders with 
seeming submission ; but reflecting on the inconstancy, and 
caprice of his judges, the instant he was arrived at Thu- 
rium, and had got on shore, he disappeared ; and .eluded 
the pursuit of those who sought after him: the galley, 
therefore, returned without him : and the people in a rage 
condemned him to death for his contumacy. His whole 
estate was confiscated % *and all the orders of religion were 
commanded to curse him. Some time after, news being 
brought hi in that, the' Athenians had condemned him to 
death; < I hope one day,' saith be, ' to make them sensi- 
ble that I am still alive-' 

The Syracusans ha/1 by this time put themselves in a 
posture of defence; and, finding that Nicias did not ad- 
vance towards them, they talked of attacking him in his 
camp; and some of them asked, in a sooffing way, * Whe- 
ther he was come into Sicily to settle at Ca(ana?' He was 
roused by this insult ; and resolved to make the best of 
his way to Syracuse* He dur^i not attempt it by land for 
want of cavalry ; and he thought it equally hazardous to 
inake a descent by sea upon an enemy, who, was so well 
prepared to receive him; however, he chose the latter way, 
and succeeded in it by a stratagem. He had gained a citi- 
zen of Catana to go as a deserter to /the Syracusans, and 
inform them, that the Athenians lay every night in the 
town without their arms; and, that early in the morning, 
on a certain day appointed, they might surprise them ; seiz* 
on their'camp with all their arms and baggage ; burn their 
fleet in the harbour, and destroy the whole army* The 
Syracusans gave credit to him ; and marched with all their 
forces towards Catana ; which Nicias had no sooner notice 
of, but he embarked his troops; and, steering away for 
* Syracuse, landed them 'there the next morning; and forti-' 
'•fied himself in the out-skirts of the town. The Syracusans 
were- so provoked at this trick being put upon them, that 
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themselves without the walls in order of battle* Nicias 
marched out of his trenches to meet them ; and a very 
sharp action ensued ; wherein, at length, the Athenians got 
the better ; and forced the enemy back to the city, after 
having killed two hundred and sixty of them and their con- 
federates, with the loss of fifty of their own men. They 
were not as yet in a condition to attack the city, and, 
therefore, took op their winter quarters at Catana and 
Naxes. 

The year following, greater projects were undertaken : 
for, having received a supply of horse from Athens, with 
provisions, and other stores of war, Nicias set Sail for Syra- 
cuse, in order to block it up by sea and land. Jn this 
manner did the little state of Athens spread terror among 
All the neighbouring states ; and now risen to its utmost 
height, began to aspire at universal empire. Athens had 
already, been the mistress of arts and philosophy y it now, 
with inverted ambition, aimed, at setting mankind an ex- 
ample of the arts of conquest and of war; but they had 
never considered, that a petty state, raised artificially into 
power, is liable to a thousand accidents in its way to con- 
quest. They had now sent out their whole force into Sici- 
ly ; and while they fought to decide the fate of Syracuse, 
they were in fact contending for their own ; the existence 
of Athens and Syracuse depended so much on the event 
of the present invasion, that both sides fought with the ut- 
most perseverance, and historians have been minute in the 
detail. 

The siege was now carried on in a tnore regular and 
skilful manner, than had ever been practised before ; and 
men were taught a new lesson now, as well in the arts of at- 
tack as of defence. Nicias found it necessary, in the first 
place, to gain Epipote, an high hill which commanded the 
city, and had a steep craggy passage up to it. The Syracu- 
Bans were so sensible of the importance of this post, that they 
bad ordered a detachment of seven hundred men to march 
*ipon a signal given to the defence of it ; but Nicias had 
landed his men in a little remote harbour, so secretly and 
-so suddenly, that they easily made themselves masters of 
it ; and the seven hundred running up from the plains, in a 
confused manner to dispossess them, were repulsed with the 
loss of three hundred of them and their leader. Nicias . 
built a fort there, as a magazine ; and proceeded to invest 
the town on the land side, so a* to prevent "any communi- 
cation with the country % The enemy endeavouring to 4f « 
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fcat his works, and render them useless, several 'sklr mi ahef 
ensued, where'ufthe Athenians had generally the better J * 
but, in one of them, Lamachus being pressed hard, and 
abandoned by .his men, was killed* The Syracusans being 
still intent on the recovery of Epipois, ordered up another 
detachment thither. Nicias was at this time sick in the 
fort, and in bed, with only his servants about himself: but 
when he found the enemy Were forcing his entrenchments* 
he got up, and set fire to the engines, and other wood that 
lay scattered about the fort ; which had so good ati effect 
that it served as a signal to his own troops to come up to 
his relief; and so terrified *nd confounded those of the 
•nemy, that they retreated into the city. From thenceforth, 
Nicias, who was now sole general, conceived great hope9 t 
ibr several cities of Sicily, which hitherto had not declared 
for either aide, came and joined him } and there arrived 
from all quarters vessel* ladtm with provisions for hU army t 
nil parties being eager to go over to him, because he had 
acquired the superiority, and been exceedingly successful 
mail his undertakings. The Syracusans seeing themtelveii 
blocked up both by sta and land, and losing all hopes of 
being able to defend their ctly any longer, already propo- 
sed an accommodation. Gylippus, who was coming from 
Lacedscmon to their assistance, having heard in his pas- 
sage the extremity to which they were reduced, and look* 
mg upon the whole island as lost, sailed forward neve r+ 
theless, not in the view of defending Sicily, but only to 
preserve to the nations of Italy such cities as were subject 
to them in that island, if it were not too late, and if this 
could be done, for fame had declared in v\\ places, that 
the Athenians had already possessed themselves of -the 
whole island, and were headed by a general whose wisdom 
and good fortune rendered him invincible. v 

The fortifications of the Athenians were now almost 
completed : they had drawn a double wall, near half a 
league in length, along the plain and the fens towards the 
great port; and had almost reached it. There how re- 
mained on one side only a small part of the wall to he fiV 
lushed ; and the Syracusans were upon the brink of ruin ; 
they had no hopes left : they were unable to defend them- 
selves ; and t'»:ey knew not where to look for succours ; for 
this reason, they resolved to surrender, and a council was 
, held to settle the articles of capitulation which were to be 
presented to NiciasI 

It was at that very instant,* and in this most distressful 
juncture, that a messenger arrived at Syracuse from Co- 
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zens flocked round the messenger of such welcome infor- 
mation. He gave them to understand, that Gylippus, the 
Lacedaemonian general, would be with them immediately, 
ibllowed by a great many other gallies which came to his 
aid. The Syracusans astonished, or rather stupified as it 
were, with this hews, could scarce believe what they heard* 
Whilst they were thus fluctuating and in doubt, a courier 
•arrived from Gylippus to inform them of his approach; and 
ordered them to maroh out all their troops to meet him* 
■He himself, after taking a fort in his way, marched in or- 
-der of battle directly for Epipolx ; and ascending by Eu- 
ryclus, as the Athenians had done, he prepared to attack 
them from without, while the Syracusans should charge 
them on their side with the forces of Syracuse. The Athe- 
nians exceedingly surprised by his arrival dsew up hastily, 
and without order under the. wail : with regard to himself, 
Jaying down his arms when he approached* he' sent word 
by a herald, that he would allow the Athenians five days to 
leave Sicily. Nicias did not condescend to make the least 
answer to this proposal ; and some of his soldiers bursting 
out a laughing, asked the herald, whether the presence of 
a Lacedaemonian privateer, and the trifling wand of an he- 
rald, could make any change in the present state of the city ; 
both sides, therefore prepared for battle. 

Gylippus began by storming the fort of Labdalla, and 
cutting in pieces all who were found in it. The Atheni- 
ans, in the mean time, were not idle in forming entrenci> 
xnents to oppose him, while the besieged were equally as- 
sidiousin cutting down, and breaking through those walls 
and'circumvallations which were carried round their city. 
At length, both sides drew up their forces in battle array 
between the walls,- which the Athenians had raised to keep 
off the enemy. In the first engagement, the cavalry of Gy- 
lippus being rendered useless from the narrowness of the 
place, to re-animate his soldiers, by doing them justice, 
he had the courage to reproach himself for the ill success 
they had met with ; and to declare publicly', that he, not 
Jthey, had occasioned the late defeat, because he had made 
them fight, in loo narrow a spot of grdund. However, he 
promised. soon to give them an opportunity of recovering 
both their honour and his ; and, accordingly, the very next 
day he led them against the enemy, after having exhorted 
them in the strongest terms to behave in a manner worthy 
of their ancient glory. Nicias perceiving, that though he 
should not desire to come to a battle, it would, however, 
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be absolutely necessary to prevent the enemy from extend* 
ing their line beyond the contravallation, to which they 
were already very near, (because otherwise this would be 
granting them a certain victory) therefore, marched boldly 
against the Syracusans. Gy lip pus brought up his troops 
beyond that place where the walla terminated on both sides, 
in order that he might leave the more room to extend his 
battle ; when, charging the enemy's left wing with his 
horse, he put it to flight, and soon after defeated their 
right. We have an instance of what the experience and 
abilities of a great captain are capable of. producing: for 
Gylippus, with the same men, the same arms, the same 
horses, and the same ground, by only changing his order 
ot battle, defeated the Athenians, and beat them quite to 
their camp. The following night the victors carried on 
their wall beyond the contravallation of the Athenians, and 
thereby deprived them of all hopes of being ever able to 
surround the city. Nicias had ever since the arrival of 
Gylippus been put upon the defensive; and, as he daily 
lost ground in the country, he retired towards the sea, to 
keep that open in case of accidents* and to bring in provi- 
sions. For this purpose, he possessed himself of Plemmy- 
Tium, near the great harbour, where he built three forts, 
and kept himself up as it were in a garrison, Gylippus 
took this opportunity to gain over the inland cities ; and, 
at the same time, arrived the fleet which was expected 
from Corinth. Nicias, under these circumstances), wrote 
a very melancholy account of his affairs to Athens : that 
the enemy were become so superior to him, that he was 
not in a condition to force their intrenchments ; and that 
instead of besieging them, that he was now besieged him- 
self : that the towns revolted from him, the slaves and mer- 
cenaries deserted : that his troops were employed in guard- 
ing the forts and fetching in provisions, and that in this 
latter service many of them were cut off by the enemy's 
horse. That the fleet was in as bad condition as the army » 
and that, in short, without a speedy reinforcement x>f men, 
ships, and money, equal to what he had at first set 
out with, it was in vain to attempt any thing farther : then, 
as to his own particular, he complained of his being afflicted 
with sharp nephritic pains, which rendered him incapable 
of going on with the service: and, therefore, pressed to be 
recalled. The Athenians were so affected with this letter* 
that they named Eurymedon and Demosthenes to go over 
v*ith fresh supplies, the former immediately with ten gal- 
lies, and the other early in the Spring with' a stronger force* 
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At the same time, they appointed Menander and Euthyde- 
mus to act as assistants to Nicias, but would not grant his 
request of coming home. In the mean time,' Gylippus, 
who had made the tour of Sicily, returned with as many 
men as he could raise in the whole island ; and prevailed 
with the Syracusans to fit out the strongest fleet* in their 
power, and to hazard a battle at sea, upon the presumption 
that the success would answer the greatness of the enter- 
prise. This advice was strongly enforced by Hermocrates, 
who exhorted the Syracusans not to abandon to their ene- 
mies the empire of the seas. He observed that the Athe- 
nians themselves had not received it from their ancestors, 
nor been always possessed of it : that the Persian war had 
in a manner forced them into the knowledge of naval affairs, 
notwithstanding two great obstacles, their disposition, and 
the situation of their city, which 1 stood at a considerable 
distance from the sea : that they had made themselves for- 
midable to other nations, not so much by their real strength 
as_by their courage and intrepidity : that they ought to co- 
py them ♦ and since they had to do with enemies who were 
so enterprising, it was fit they should be equally daring. 

This advice was approved, and accordingly a large fleet 
was equipped* Gylippus led out all his land forces in the 
night-time to attack the forts of Plemmyrium. Thirty-five 
gallies of Syracuse, which were in the great harbour, and 
forty-five in the lesser, which was an arsenal for ships, 
were ordered to advance towards Plemmyrium, to amaze 
the Athenians who would find themselves attacked both by 
sea and land at the same time. The Athenians at this 
news went on board also ; and with twenty-five ships sailed 
to fight the thirty-five Syracusan vessels, which were sail- 
ing out against them from the great harbour ; and opposed 
thirty-five more ta the* forty-five of the enemy which were 
come out of the little port. A sharp engagement was 
fought at the mouth pi the great harbour, one party en- 
deavouring to force their way into it, and the other to keep 
them out. 

Those who defended the forts qf Plemmyriunj having 
flocked to the shore to view the battle, Gylippus attacked 
the forts unexpectedly by day break ; and having carried 
the greatest of them by storm, the soldiers who defended 
the other tw^o, were so terrified, that they abandoned them 
in a moment. After this advantage the Syracusans sus- 
tained a considerable Toss, for such of their vessels as fought 
at the entrance of the harbour (after having forced th« 

M 
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Aihcnians) bulged furiously one against the other, as they 
entered it in disorder; and by this means, shifted the vie 
tory to their enemies, who were not contented with pursu- 
ing, but also gave chase to those who were victorious in 
the great harbour. Eleven Syracusan gallies wereisunk, 
and great numbers of the sailors in them were killed. 
Three were taken : but the Athenians likewise lost three ; 
and after towing off those of the enemy, they raised 
a trophy in a little island lying before Plemmyrium, and 
retired to the centre of their camp. 

One circumstance which the besieged considered of 
the greatest importance, was to attempt a second engage- 
ment both by sea and land, before the fleet and other suc- 
cours sent by the Athenians should arrive. They had con- 
certed fresh measures for a battle at sea, by improving 
from the errors they had' committed in the last engagement. 
The change made in the gallies was, their prows were now 
shorter, and, at the same time, stronger and more solid 
than before. For this purpose^ they fixed great pieces of 
tinber projecting forward ©n each side of the prows, and 
to these pieces they joined beams by way of props. The 
beams extended to the length of six cubits on each side of 
the vessel both within and without. By this they hoped to 
gain an advantage over the gallies of the Athenians, which 
did not dare, because of the weakness of their prows, to 
attack an enemy in front, but only in flank ; not to men- 
tion, that should the battle be fought in the harbour, they 
would not have room to spread themselves, nor to passbe- 
tween two gallies, in which lay their greatest art, nor to 
tack about after they should have been repulsed, in order 
to return to the charge; whereas, the Syracusans, by their 
being masters of the whole extent of/ the harbour, would 
have all these advantages : and might reciprocally assist one 

another On these circumstances the latter founded their 

hopes of victory. m - 

' : Gylippus, therefore, first'drew all the infantry out of 
the camp, and advanced towards that part of the-contraval- 
lation of the Athenians which faced the city ; whilst the 
troops of 'Olympia marched towards the other," and their 
gallies set sail. 

Nicias did not care to venture a second battle, saying, 
that as he expected a fresh fleet every moment/ and a great 
' einforcement under Demosthenes, it would betray thegreat- 
cst want of judgment, should he as his troops were inferior 
in number to those of the enemy, and* already fatigued, 
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hazard a battle without being forced to it. Oh the contra- 
ry, Menander and Euthydemus, who had just before been 
appointed to share the command with "Midas till the arrival 
of Demosthenes, fired with ambition, and jealous of... those 
generals* were eager to perform some exploit, to bereave 
the one of his glory, and if possible eclipse that of the other.. 
The pretence they alledged on this occasion was, the fame 
and reputation of Athens ; % and they asserted, with vehe- 
mence, that it would be entirely destroyed should they 
shun the battle, as the Syracusans offered it to them, that 
they at last forced Nicias to a compliance. The Athenians 
had sevedty-five galliesj and the Syracusans eighty* 

_ The first day the fleets continued in sight of each other 
in the great harbour, without engaging, and only a few 
skirmishes passed ; after which, both parties retired, while 
the lan<l forces acted in the same manner. The Syracu- 
sans did not make the least motion the second day. Nicias 
taking advantage of this inactivity, caused the transports to 
draw up in a line at some distance from one another, in or- 
der that his gallies. might retire behind them with safety, 
in case he should be defeated. On the morrow, the Syra- 
cusans came up sooner than usual, when a great part of 
the day was spent in , skirmishing; after which they reti- 
red. The Athenians did not suppose they would return ; 
but imagined that fear would make them fly. But having 
refreshed themselves in great diligence, and returning pa 
board their gallies, they attacked the Athenians, who were 
far from expecting them. The latter being now forced to 
return immediately on board their ships, they entered them 
in great disorder ; so that they had not time to draw them . 
up in a line of battle ; and most of the sailors were fasting. 
Victory did riot long continue m suspence. The Atheni- 
ans, after making a short and slight resistance, retired be* 
hind their line of transports. The tnemy pursued them 
thither ; but were stopped by the yards of those ships, ^p 
•which were fixed dolphins of lead: these being very heavy, 
had they fallen on the enemy's gallies, would have sunk 
them at once. The Athenians lost seven gallies in this 
engagement, and a great number of soldiers were either 
killed or taken prisoners. 

This loss threw Nicias into the utmost consternation ; 
all the misfortunes he had met with ever since the time hp 
had enjoyed the supreme command, came- into his mind; 
and he was now involved in a greater than any of them, by 
his complying with the advice of his colleagues. Whilst 
he was revolving these gloomy ideas, Demosthenc^ fleet 
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^ras seen coming forward in great pomp, and with such an 
air as might fill the, enemy with dread. It was now the day 
after the battle. This fleet consisted of seventy-three gal- 
lies, on board of which were five thousand fighting men, 
and about three thousand archers, slingers, and bowmen. All 
these gallies were richly trimmed, their prows bejng adorn- 
ed with shining streamers, manned with stout rowers, com- 
manded by good officers, and echoing with the sound of 
clarions and trumpets i Demosthenes having affected an air 
of pomp and triumph, purposely to strike terror into the 
enemy. , 

This gallant sight alarmed them indeed, beyond expres- 
sion. They did not see any end, or even the least suspen- 
sion of their calamities* All they had done hitherto or suffer* 
ed was as nothing, and their work was to begin again. What 
hopes could they entertain of being able to wejary out the 
patience of the Athenians ; since, though they had a camp 
intrenched in the middle of AtUca, were however able to 
send a second army into Sicily, as considerable as the for- 
mer ; and thtft their power, as well as their courage, seem- 
ed, notwithstanding all -their losses, instead of diminishing; 
to increase daily. 

Demosthenes having made an exact enquiry into the 
state of things, imagined it would not be proper for him to 
loose time as Nicias had done, who having spread an uni- 
versal terror at his first arrival, became afterwards the ob- 
ject of contempt for his having wintered in Catana, instead 
of going directly to Syracuse; and bi&l afterwards given 
Gylippus an opportunity of throwing troops into it. He 
flattered himself with the hopes that he should be able to 
carry the city at the first attack, by- taking advantage 
of the alarm which the news of his arrival would spread 
in every part of it ; and by that means should imme- 
diately put an end to the war : otherwise, he intended to 
raise the siege, and no longer harrass and lessen the troops 
by fighting battles never decisive ; nor quite exhaust the 
city of Athens, by employing its treasures in needless ex- 
, pences. ^ 

Nicias, terrified by this bold anrd precipitate resolution 
of Demosthenes, conjured him not to be so hasty; but to 
take time to weigh things deliberately, that he might have 
no cause to repent of what he should do. He observed to 
him, that the enemy would be ruined by delays': that their 
provisions as wel] as money were entirely exhausted : that 
their allies were going to abandon them ; that they .must 
soon be reduced to such extremity for want of provisions, 



as would force them to surrender, as they had before re- 
solved. For there were certain persons in Syracuse who 
held a secret correspondence with Nicias ; and exhorted 
him not to be impatient, because the Syracusans were tired 
with the war and with Gylippus ; and that should the ne- 
cessity to which they were reduced, be ever so little in- 
creased, they would surrender at discretion. 

As Nicias did not explain himself clearly; and would 
not declare, in express terms, that sure and certain advices 
were /sent him of whatever was transacted in the city, his 
remonstrances were considered as an effect of the timidity 
and slowness with which he had always been reproached* 
• Such/ said they, • are his usual protractions, delays, 
distrusts, and fearful precaution, whereby he has dead* 
ened all the vivacity ; and extinguished all the ardour of 
the troops, in not marching them immediately against the 
enemy: but on the contrary, by deferring to attack them 
till his own forces were weakened and despised*' This 
made the rest of the generals, and all the officers, come 
over to Demosthenes' opinion ; and Nicias himself was at 
last forced to acquiesce in it. 

Demosthenes, after having attacked to no purpose the 
wall which cut the contravallation of the besiegers, con- 
fined himself to the attack of Epipolae, from a supposition, 
that should he once be master of it, the wall would be quite 
undefended,* He, therefore, took provisions for five days, 
. with workmen, implements, and every thing necessary for 
him to defend that post after he should possess himself of it. 
As there was no going up to it in the day time undisco- 
vered, he marched thither in the night with all his forces, 
followed by Eurymtjdon and Meqander ; Nicias staying 
behind to guard the camp. They went up by the way of 
Euryelus, as beforerunpercetved by the centinels, attacked 
the first intrenchment, and stormed it, after killing part of 
those who defended it. Demosthenes, not satisfied with 
this advantage* to prevent. the ardour of his soldiers from 
cooling, and to delay the execution of his design, marches 
forward. During this interval, the forces of the city, sus- 
tained by Gylippus, marched under arms out of the in- 
trenchments. Being seized with astonishment, which the 
darkness of the night increased, they were immediately 
repulsed and put to flight. But, as the Athenians advanced 
in disorder, to force whatever might resist their arms, lest 
the enemy might rally again, should time be allowed them 
to breathe and recover from their surprise, they are stop- 



ped on a sudden by the Boeotians, who make a vlgoromi 
stand, and marching against the Athenians with their pikes 
presented, they repulse them with great shouts, and make 
a dreadful slaughter. Thisspreadsan universal terror through 
the rest of the army* Those who Bed, either force along 
such as were advancing to their assistance, or else mistaking 
them for enemies, turn their arms against them* They now 
were all mixed indiscriminately, it being impossible to dis- 
cover objects in the horrors of the night, which was not so 
gloomy as entirely to make objects imperceptible, not yet 
light enough to distinguish those which were seen* The 

^♦Athenians fought for one another to no purpose ; and from 
their often asking the word, by which only they were able 
to know one another, a strange confusion of sounds was 
heard, which occasioned no little disorder ; not to mention 
that they, by this means divulged the word to the enemy, 
and could not learn theirs; because, by their being toge- 
ther, and in a body, they had no occasion to repeat it* In 
the mean time, those who were pursued threw themselves 
from the top of the rocks ; and many were dashed to pieces 
by the fall : and as most of those who escaped straggled 
from one another, up and down the fields and woods, they 
were cut to pieces the next day by the enemy's horse who 
pursued them. Two thousand Athenians were slain in this 
engagement ; and a great number of arms were taken, those 
who fled having thrown them away, that they might be the 
better able to escape over the precipices* Soon after Gy- 
lippus, having made the tour of Sicily, brought a great 

* number of troops with him, which rendered the affairs 
of Athens -still more desperate ; and deprived Nicias of 
all hopes of success : besides, the Athenian army noW" 
began to diminish exceedingly by sickness i and nothing 
seemed to remain, but their 1 quitting an island in which 
they had experienced every mortification. Nicias no lon- 
ger opposed the resolution, and only desired to have it kept 
secret. Orders were therefore given as privately as possi- 
ble, for the fleet to prepare for setting sail with the utmost 
expedition* 

When all things were ready, the moment they were 
going to set sail, (wholly unsuspected by the enemy, who 
were far from surmising they would leave Sicily so soon) 
^he moon was suddenly eclipsed in the middle of the night, 
*nd lost ail its splendor, which terrified Nicias and the 
"Whole army, who, from ignorance and superstition, were 
astonished at so sudden a change, the causes of which they 
«*3 not know, and therefore -dreaded the consequences of 
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it. They tlien consulted the soothsayers, wh6 being equally 
unacquainted with the reasons of this phenomenon, only 
augmented their consternation. It was the custom, after 
such accidents had happened, to suspend their enterprise 
but for three days* The soothsayers pronounced, that ie 
must not sail till three times nine days were past, \these 
were Thucydides' words) which was doubtless a mysterious 
number in the opinion of the people* Nicies, scrupulous 
to a fault, and full of a mistaken veneration for these blind 
interpreters of the will of the gods, declared that he would 
•wait a whole revolution of the moon, and not return till 
the same day of the next month, as if he had not seen the 
planet very clearly* the instant it had emerged from that 
part which was darkened by the interposition of the earth's 
£>ody. 

But he was not allowed time for this. The news, of the 
intended departure of the Athenians soon spread over the 
city ; a resolution was taken to attack the besiegers both by 
sea and land. The Syracusans began the first day by 
•attacking the in|renchments, and gained a slight advantage 
over the enemy. On the morrow they made a second at- 
tack, and at the same time, sailed with seventy -si x -gailies 
against eighty~six of the Athenians.* Eurymedon, who 
commanded the right of the Athenian fleet, having spread 
along the shore to surround them, this movement proved 
-fatal to him ; for, as he .was detached from the body of the 
fleet, the Syracusans, after forcing the main battle, which 
-was in the center, attacked him; drove him vigorously 
into the gulf called Dascon, and there defeated him en* 
tirely. feurymedon lost his life in the engagement- They 
afterwards gave chace to the rest of the gailies, and ruta 
them agaihst the Ishore. Gylippus, who commanded the 
land army, seeing the Athenian gailies were forced aground, 
and not able to return into the stoccado, landed with part 
of his troops, in order to charge the soldiers, in case ihey 
should be forced to run ashore, and give his friends the 
more room to tow such gailies as they should have taken-: 
however, he was repulsed by the Tyrrhenians, who were 
posted on that side; and obliged by the Athenians* who 
flew to sustain them, to retire with some loss as far as a 
moor which lay near it. The latter saved most of their 
ships, eighteen excepted, which were taken by the Syrac%» 
sans, and their crews cut to pieces by them. After this, re- 
solving to burn the rest, they filled an old vessel with com* 
bustible materials ; and having set fire to it, they drove it by 
the help of the wind against the Athenians, who neverthe- 



143 

less extinguished the fire ; and drove off that ship. Each 
side erected trophies, the Syracusans for the death of Eu- 
rymedon ; and the advantage they had gained the day be- 
fore ; the Athenians, for their having driven part of the 
4t>emy into the moor, and put the other part to flight. — 
But the minds of the two nations were very differently op- 
posed: the Syracusans, who had been thrown into the ut- 
most consternation at the arrival of Demosthenes with his 
fleet, seeing themselves victorious in a naval engagement, 
resumed fresh hopes ; and assured themselves of a com- 
plete victory over their enemies. The Athenians, on the 
contrary, frustrated of their only resource, and overcome 
at sea, so contrary to their expectations, entirely lost cou- 
rage, and had no thoughts but of retiring. 

:. The enemy, to deprive them of all resource, and pre- 
vent their escaping, shut the mouth of the. great harbour, 
which was about five hundred paces wide, with gal lies pla- 
ced tsross-wise, and other vessels fixed with anchors and iron 
chains; and, at the same time, made the requisite prepara- 
tions for a battle, in case they should have courage to en- 
gage again. When the Athenians saw themselves thus 
hemmed in, the generals and principal! officers assembled, 
in order to deliberate on the present state of affairs. They 
were in absolute want of provisions, which was owing to 
their having forbid the people of. Catana to bring any, 
from the hopes tWey entertained of their being able to re- 
tire ; and they could not procure any from other places 
unless they were masters of the sea: jhis made them re- 
solve to venture a sea fight. In this view they were determin- 
ed to leave their old camp and their walls ; and to en- 
trench themselves on the shore near their ships, in the 
smallest compass possible : their design was to leave some 
forces in that place to guard the baggage and their sick; 
and to fight with the rest aboard all the ships they should 
have saved. They intended to retire into Catana in case 
they should be victorious; otherwise to set fire to their 
ships, and to march by land to the nearest city belonging to 
their allies. 

This resolution being taken., Nicias immediately filled 
an hundred and ten gallies (the others having lost their 
oars) with the flower of his infantry, and drew up the rest 
-of the forces, particularly the bowmen, in order of battle 
on shore. As the Athenians dreaded very much the beaks 
©1 the Syracusan gallies, Nicias had provided harpirrg-irons 
to grapple them, in order to break the force of the blow, 
end to come immediately to close fight as on shore. But 
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the etiemy perceiving' this* covered the prows and upper 
part of their gallies with leather, to prevent their being so»< 
easily laid hold of. The commanders on both sides had 
employed all their rhetoric to animate their men, and none 
could ever have been prompted with stronger motives ; for 
the battle which" was going to be fought was to determine 
not only their lives and liberties, but also the fate of their 
country. . 

T*hts battle was very obstinate and bloody* The Athen- 
ians being arrived at the mouth of the port, easily took* 
those ships which defended the entrance of it ; but when, 
they attempted to break the chain of the rest to widen the 
passage, the enemy came up frpm all quarters* As near 
two hundred gallies came rushing on eachskle in a narrow 
place, there. must necessarily be a very great confusion; 
and the vessels could not easily advance forward or retire, 
or turn about to renew the attack. The beaks of the gal- 
lies for this reason did very little execution, but there were 
very furious and frequent discharges* The Athenians were 
overwhelmed with a shower of stones, which always did 
execution from what place spcver they were thrown; 
whereas, they defended themselves only by shooting dart* 
and arrows, which by the motion of the ships, from the 
agitation of the sea, did not earry true, and by that means 
the greatest part of them did little execution. Ariston, the 
pilot, had ^iven the Syracusans this counsel. These dis* 
charges being over, the soldiers heavily armed attempted 
to enter the enemy's ships, in order to fight hand to hand * 
and it often happened that whilst they were climbing up 
one side, their own ships were entered on the other, and* 
two or three ships were grappled to one, Which occasioned 
a great perplexity and confusion* Farther, the noise of 
the ships that dashed one against the other, the different 
cries of the victors and the vanquished, prevented the or* 
ders of the officers from being heard. The Athenians wan- 
ted to force a passage, whatever might be the consequence, 
to secure their return into their own country ; and this the 
enemy employed their utmost efforts to prevent, in order 
that they might gain a more complete and more glorioua 
victory. The two land armies, which were drawn up on 
the highest part of the shore, and the inhabitants of the city 
who were there, ran to the wails, whilst the rest kneeling in 
the temples were imploring Heaven to give success to 
their fellow-citizens : all these saw clearly, because of their 
little distance from the fleets, every, thing that passed, and 
contemplated the battle as from an amphitheatre, but m* 
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without great anxiety and terror. Attentive to, and shud- 
dering at every movement, and the several changes which 
happened, they discovered the concern they had in the 
battle, their fears, their hopes, their grief, their joy, by 
different cries and different gestures ; stretching out their 
hands, sometimes towards the combatants to animate them, 
another times towards Heaven, to implore the succour and 
protection of i he gods. At last the Athenian fleet, after 
sustaining a long battle and a vigorous resistance, was put 
to flight, and drove against the shore. The Syracusans, 
who were spectators of this victory, conveyed the news to 
the whole city by an universal shout. The victors, now 
masters of the sea, and sailing with a favourable wind 
towards Syracuse, erected a trophy ; whilst the Athen- 
ians, who were quite dejected and overpowered, did not 
so much as request that their dead soldiers might be 
delivered to them, in order to pay the last sad duty to 
their remains. 

There now remained but two methods for them to 
choose, either to attempt the passage a second time, for 
which they had >hips and soldiers sufficient, or to abandon 
their fleet to the enemy and retire by land. Demosthenes 
proposed the former ; but the sailors, in the deepest afflic- 
tion, refused to -obey, fully persuaded Lhat it would be im- 
possible for them to sustain a second engagement. The 
second method, was, therefore, resolved upon, and accor- 
dingly they prepared to set out in the night, to conceal the 
march of their army from the enemy. 

But Hermocrates, who suspected their design, was x ve- 
ry, sensible that it was of the utmost importance not to suf- 
fer so great, a body of forces to escape, since they otherwise 
might fortify themselves in some corner of the island, and 
renew the war. The Syracusans were at that time in the 
midst of their festivity and rejoicings ; and meditating no- 
thing but how they might divert themselves after the toils 
they had sustained in fight. They were then solemnizing 
the festival of Hercules. To desire the Syracusans to take 
up arms again in order to pursue the^nemy, and to attempt 
to draw them from their diversions, either by force or per- 
suasion, would have been to no purpose, for which reason 
another expedient was employed. Hermocrates sent out a 
few horsemen, who were to pass for friends of the Atheni- 
ans, and ordered them to cry aloud. 'Tell Nicias not to 
retire till day-light, for the Syracusans lyt in ambush for 
him, and have seized on their passes*' This false advice 
■topped Nicias at once j and he did not even set out th* 
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next day, in order that the soldiers might have more time 
to prepare for their departure, and carry off whatever might 
be necessary for their subsistaoce, and abandon the rest. , 

The enemy had time enough for seizing the avenues.— 
The next morning early they possessed themselves of the 
most difficult passes ; fortified those places where the rivers 
were fordable ; broke dawn the bridges, and spread detach- 
ments of horse upland down the plain ; so that there were 
not one place which the Athenians could pass without fight- 
ing. They set out upon their march the third day after 
the battle, with a design to retire to Catana. The 
whole army was In an inexpressible consternation, to see 
such great number of men either dead or dying ; some of 
whom were left exposed to wild beasts, and the rest to the 
cruelty of the enemy. Those who were sick and -wounded 
conjured, them with tears, to take them along with the 
army ; and held by their cloaths when they were go- 
ing ; or else, crawling after them followed them as far 
as their strength wchjld permit ; and, when this failed, had 
recourse to tears, sighs, imprecations; and sending up to- 
wards heaven plaintive and dying groans, they called upon 
the gods, as well as men, to avenge their cruelty, whilst 
every place echoed with lamentations. 

The whole army was in a deplorable condition. AH 
the Athenians were seized with the deepest melancholy. 
They were inwardly tortured with rage and anguish, when 
they represented to themselves the greatness from which 
they were fallen : the extreme misery to which they were 
reduced, and the still greater evils from which they fore- 
saw it would be impossible for them to escape. They could 
not bear the comparison, forever present in their thoughts, 
of the triumphant state in which they had left Athens, in 
the midst of the good wishes and acclamations of the peo- 
ple, wilh the ignominy of their retreat, aggravated by the 
cries and imprecations of their relations and fellow-citizens. 

But the most melancholy part of the spectacle, and 
that which most deserved compassion, was Nicias; dejeje- 

• ted and worn out by .a tedious illness ; deprived of the most 
necessary stores, at a time when his age and infirmities re- 
quired them most; pierced not only with his private grief, 
bat that of others: all which preyed upon his heart-jr-How- 
ever, this great man, superior to all his evils, thought of 

• uothing but how he might best comfort his soldiers, and 
revive their courage. He ran up and down in all places, 
crying aloud that their situation was not yet desperate, 
and that other armies had escaped iVnm greater dangers: 
that they ought not to accuser themselves, or grieve too 
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immodcra^f for misfortunes which they had not occasion- 
ed ; that if tt*y had offended some God, his vengeance 
must he satiated by this time ; that fortune, after having 
so long favoured tl;? enemy, would at last be tired of per- 
secuting them : that their, bravery and their numbers made 
them still formidable : (beli?g still .near forty thousand 
strong) that no city in Sicily wocrid be able to withstand 
them, nor prevent their settling whereverjhey might think 
proper t that they had no more to do but 7 to take care of 
themselves, and march in good orders that by a prudent 
and courageous retreat, which was now become their only 
resource, they would not only save themselves, but also 
their country, and enable it to recover its former grandeur, 

The army now marched in two bodies* both drawn up 
in the form of a phalanx ; the first being commanded by 
Nicias, and the second by Demosthenes, with the baggage 
in the centre. Being come to the river Anapis, they for- 
ced their passage, and afterwards were charged by all the ene- 
my's cavalry, as well as archers, who discharged perpetu- 
ally upon them. They were annoyed in this manner du- 
ring several days march, every one of the passes being 
guarded, and the Athenians being obliged to dispute every 
inch of their way. The enemy did not care, to hazard a bat- 
tle against an army which despair alone might render in- 
vincible ; and the instant the Athenians presented the Sy- 
racusans battle, the latter retired ; but whenever tire for* 
mer proceeded in their march, they advanced and charged 
them in their retreat. 

Demosthenes and Nicias seeing the miserable condition 
to which the troops were reduced, being in extreme want 
of provisions, and great numbers of them wounded, judged 
it adviseable to retire towards the sea by a quite contrary 
way from that in which they then marched ; and to make 
directly for Camarina and Gela, instead of proceeding to 
Catana as they first intended. They set out in the. night 
after lighting a great number of fires. The retreat was 
itfade in great confusion and disorder, -as generally happens 
to great armies in the gloomy horrors of the night, especi- 
ally when the enemy is not far off. However, the van- 
guard commanded by Nicias, went forward in good orcjer, 
but above half the rear-guard,, with Demosthenes at their 
head, quitted from the main body, and lost their way. On 
the next day the Syracusans, who, on the report of their 
• retreat, had marched with the utmost diligence, came tip 
with him about noon; and * having surrounded him with 
their horse, drove him into a narrow place inclosed with a 
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-watt, where his soldiers fought like lions. Perceiving at 
the close of the day that they were oppressed with fatigue 
and covered with wounds, the conquering Syracusans gave 
the islanders leave to retire.* which some of th^m, accepted j 
and they afterwards spared Jhe lives of the rest, who sur- 
rendered at discretion, with Demosthenes, after having; 
stipulated that they should not be put'to death, nor sen- 
tenced to perpetual imprisonment. About six thousand 
soldiers surrendered on these conditions. 

Nicias, arrived the same evening at the river Erineus, 
and passing it, encamped on a mountain; where the enemy 
came up with him the next day, and summoned him to sur- 
render at discretion, as Demosthenes had done. Nicias 
could not persuade himself at first that what they told him. 
concerning Demosthenes was true ; and therefore, desired 
leave to send some horse for information* Upon their re- 
turning with the news that Demosthenes had really surren- 
dered in that manner, Nicias offered to pay the expences 
of the war, upon condition they would permit him to leave 
the country with his forces, and to give as many Athenians 
for hostages as they should he obliged to pay tajents* But 
the enemy rejected this proposal with disdain and insqlence; 
and renewed the attack. Nicias, though in absolute want 
of all things, however^ sustained the charge the whole night ; 
and marched towards the river Asinarus. When they were 
got to the banks of it, the Syracusans advancing up to* 
them, threw most of them into the stream, the, rest already 
having plunged voluntarily into it to quench their thirst. 
Here the greatest apd most bloody havock was made, th<§ 
poor wretches being butchered without the least pity as 
they were drinking* Nicias finding all last, and unable to 
bear this dismal spectacle, surrendered, upon condition* 
that Gylippus^hould discontinue the fight, and spare th? 
rest of his army. A great number were killed, and more 
taken prisoners, sq that all Sicily was filled with them. 
The^ Athenians seemed to have been displeased with their 
general for surrendering in this manner at discretion ; and > 
for this reason, his name was omitted in a public monu* 
tnent, on which was engraved the names of those com* 
jnanders who had lost their livqs \n fighting for their 
country. 

The victors, adorned, with the arms taken from th^ 
prisoners, the finest and, largest trees they colild find on jh$' 
banks of the river ; and made a kind of trophjes ofth5*$ 
treri, w^rn, crowning themselves with^haplet&ef 'Hovers* 
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dressing their horses in the richest caparisons, and cropping 
those of their enemies, they entered triumphantly into Sy- 
racuse, after having happily terminated the most consider- 
able war in which they had ever been engaged with the 
Greeks ; and won by their strength and valour a most sig- 
nal and most complete victory. . 

The next day a council was held to deliberate on what 
was to be done with the prisoners. Dtocles, one of the 
leaders of the greatest authority among the people* proposed 
that all the Athenians who were born of free parents, and 
all such Sicilians as had joined with them, should be im- 
prisoned, and only two measures of flour and one of water 
given them daily : that the slaves and all the allies should 
be publicly sold ; and the two Athenian generals should be 
first scourged with rods, and afterwards put to death. 

This last article was exceedingfy disliked by all wise 
and compassionate Syracusans. Hermocrates, who was ve- 
ry famous for his probity and justice, attempted to make 
some remonstrances to the people ; but they would not hear 
him ; and the shouts which echoed on all sides prevented 
him from continuing his speech. At that instant an an- 
ctent man, venerable for his great age and gravity, who in 
tHis war had lost two sons, the only heirs to his name and 
estate, made his servants carry him to the tribunal for har- 
rangues, and the instant he appeared a profound silence was 
made. « You here behold,' says he, 'an unfortunate father, 
who has felt more than any other Syracusan the fatal ef- 
fects of this war* by the death of two sons, who formed 
all the consolation, and were the only supports of my old 
age. I cannot, indeed, forbear admiring their courage and 
felicity, in sacrificing to their country's welfare a life of 
which they would one day have been deprived by the 
common course of nature : but then I cannot but be 
strongly affected with the cruel wound w"hich their death 
has made in my heart, nor forbear hating and detesting 
the Athenians, the authors of this unhappy war, as the 
murderers of my children ; but however, I cannot con- 
ceal one circumstance, which is, that I am less sensible 
of my private -affliction than of the honour of my country; 
and I see it exposed to eternal infamy by the barba- 
rous advice which is now given you. The Athenians in- 
deed merit the worst treatment, and every kind of pun- 
ishment that can be inflicted on them, for so unjustly de- 
claring war against us ; but have not the gods, the just 
avengers of crimes, punished them, and revenged us suf- 
ficiently? When their general laid down his arms and 
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surrendered, did he not do this in hopes of having their 
lives spared ; and if we put them to death will it be pos- 
sible for -us to. avoid the just reproach of our having vio- 
lated the laws of nation ; and dishonoured our victory by 
an unheard of cruelty ? How will you suffer your glory 
to be thus sullied in the face of the whole world ; and have 
it said, that, a nation who first dedicated a temple in this 
city to Clemency, had not found any in yours? Surely 
victories and triumphs do nob give immortal glory to a 
city: but the- exercising mercy towards a vanquished ene- 
my ; the using moderation in the greatest prosperity, and 
fearing to offend the gods by a haughty and insolent pride, 
will ever ensure if. You doubtless have not forgot that this 
Nicias, whose fate you are going to pronounce,, was the 
very man who pleaded your cause in the assembly of the 
Athenians; and. employed all his credit, and the whole 
power of his eloquence to dissuade his country from em- 
barking in this war; should you, therefore, pronounce 
-sentence of death on this worthy general, would it be a 
just reward for the zeal he shewed for your interest? With 
regard to myself, death would be less grievous to roe than 
tfee sight of so horrid an injustice committed by my coun- 
trymen and fellow-citizens.' 

The people seemed moved with compassion at thiia 
-speech ; especially, when this venerable old man first as- 
cended, they expected to hear him cry aloud for vengeance 
on those "who had brought all his calamivies upon him, in- 
stead of suing for their pardon. But the enemies of the 
Athenians having expatiated with vehemence on the un- 
heard of cruelties which their republic had exercised on 
several cities belonging to their enemies, and even to their 
ancient allies; the inveteracy which the commanders had 
shewn against Syracuse, and the evils they would have 
made it suffer had they been victorious; the afflictions and 
groans of infinite numbers of Syracusans, who bewailed 
the death of their children and near relations, whose manes 
could be appeased no other way than by the blood of their 
murderers. These representations prevailed, and the peo» 
pie returned to their sanguinary resolution, and followed 
Diodes' advice in every respect. Gylippus used his ut- 
most endeavours, but in vain, to have Nicias and Demost- 
henes given up to him, (especially as he had taken them) 
in order for him to carry them to Lacedacmon ; but hU 
demand was rejected with a haughty scorn, and the. two 
generals were put to death* 
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All wise and compassionate men could not forbeat 
shedding tears at the tragical fate of two such illustrious 
personages ; and particularly for Nicias, who, of all men 
of his time, seemed least to merit so ignominious and un* 
timely an enck When people recollect the speeches and 
remonstrances he had made to prevent the war; and, on 
the other side, when they considered how high a regard h* 
had always retained for things relating to religion, the 
-greatest part of them were tempted to exclaim against 
providence, in seeing that a man, who had ever shown 
the highest reverence for the gods, and had always exert* 
ed himself to the utmost for their honour and worship* 
should be so ill rewarded by them, and meet with no bet- 
ter fate than the most abandoned wretches. 

The prisoners were shut up in the prisons of Syra- 
cuse ; where, crouded one upon the other, they suffered in- 
credible torment for eight months. Here they were forever 
exposed to the inclemencies of the weather; scorched in 
the day-time by the burning rays of the sun, or frozen in the 
night by thQ cold of autumn ; poisoned by the stench of 
1heir own excrement, by the carcasses of -those who died 
*©f their wounds and of sickness, and worn out by hunger 
and thirst; for the daily allowance to each was but a smaH 
•measure of water and two of meal. Those who were ta- 
ken out of this place two months after in order to be sold 
as slaves, many of whom were citizens who had concealed 
then* condition, found a less rigorous fate. Their wisdom, 
their patience, and a certain air of probity and modesty 
were of great advantage to them, for they were soon re- 
stored to their liberty, or met with the kindest and most 
generous treatment from their masters. Several of them 
even owed the good usage they met with to Eurypides, the 
finest scenes of whosd tragedies they repeated to the Sici- 
lians, who were extremely fond of them; so that when 
they returned' to their own country, they, weni and sa- 
luted that poet as their deliverer; and informed him of 
the admirable effects wrought in their favour by his 
"Verses. 

The tiews of the defeat "being carried to Athens, the 
citizens would not believe it at first ; and were so jar from 
giving credit to the report, that they sentenced that man 
to death who first ^published the tidings : but, when it was 
confirmed, all the Athenians were*'seized with the utmost 
consternation ; *nd, as if themselves had not decreed the 
war, they vented their rage and resentment against the 
orators who had promoted the enterprise, as well as against 
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the soothsayers, who by their supposed prodigies, had flat- 
tered thera with the hopes of success. They had never 
been reduced to so deplorable a condition as now, having 
neither horse, foot, money, gallies, nor mariners. In a 
word, they were in the deepest despair, expecting every 
moment that the enemy, elated with so great a victory, 
and strengthened by the revolt of the allies, would come 
and invade Athens both by sea and land with all the forces 
of Peloponnesus. Cicero had reason to observe, speaking 
of the battles in the harbour of Syracuse, that it was there 
*he troops of Athens, as well as their gallies, were ruined 
And sunk ; and that in this harbour the power and glory of 
the Athenians were miserably shipwrecked. 

The Athenians, however, did not suffer- themselves to 
be wholly dejected, but resumed courage. They now re- 
solved to raise money on all sides; and to import timber 
for building ships, in order to awe the allies, and particu* 
Jarly the inhabitants of the island of Euboea. They re- 
trenched all superfluous expences ; and established a new 
council of ancient men, who were to weigh and examine all 
affairs before they should be proposed to the people. In 
iine, they omitted nothing which might be of service in the 
present conjuncture : the alarm in which they were in, 
^and their common danger, obliging every individual to be 
attentive to the necessities of the state; and sedulous to 
* all advice that might promote its interests. 

Such was the event of the siege of Syracuse, the fai- 
lure of which destroyed the power of those that had un* 
dertaken it. We have hitherto seeji Athens rising in arts' 
and arms, giving lessons both in politeness, humanity, phi* 
losophy, and war, to all the nations round, and beginning 
to fix an empire, which, if once established, no neighbour- 
ing power could overthrow. But their ambition grew fast- 
er than their abilities, and their views extending beyond 
their capacity to execute, they fell at once from that height" 
to which for ages they had been assiduously aspiring. We 
are now, therefore, to be presented with .a different pic- 
ture : we are no longer to view this little state panting for 
conquests over other nations, but timorously defending it- 
self at home : we are no^ionger to view Athens taking the 
lead in the councils, and conducting the confederate armies 
of Greece ; they now become in a measure annihilated ; 
they fade from the eye of the historian ; and other na- 
tions, whose names have hitherto been scarcely mentioned,' 
emerge from obscurity. The rashness of this enterprise 
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waft severely punished in . the loss of their best general** 
fleets, and armies ; all now was destroyed, or left at the 
mercy of those whom they had so unseasonably undertaken 
to subdue. 

Their allies began now to think of throwing off their 
yoke ; and even those who had stood neuter took this occa- 
sion to declare against them. But the Laced* monians be* 
ing more particularly elevated, resolved to prosecute the 
war with vigour ; so the winter was spent in preparations 
on both sides. The Athenians, in their present distress, 
scarce knew where to turn : many of their allied cities re- 
volted ; and it was with the utmost difficulty, -that by pla- 
cing their forces and fleets at Samos, they reduced such 
states as had abandoned them to their former obedience, 
and kept the rest in their duty : thus, still struggling with 
a part of their former spirit, they kept themselves in a 
condition to make head against their enemies, over whom 
they had obtained several advantages* . 

Ale i biades, who was well informed of all that passed 
among the Athenians, sent secretly to the principal of them 
at Samos to sound their sentiments; and to let them know 
that he was not averse to returning to Athens, provided 
the administration of the republic were put into the hands 
of the great and powerful, and not 4eft to the populace, 
who had excelled him. Some of the principal officers went 
from Samos with a design to concert with him the proper 
measures for the success of that undertaking. He promised 
to procure the Athenians not only the favour of the Per* 
sians, with whom he had taken refuge ; but of the king 
himself, upon condition they would abolish the democracy, 
or popular government ; because the king would place more 
confidence in the engagements of the nobility than upon 
those of the inconstant and capricious multitude* The chief 
smut who opposed his return 'was Phrynicus, one of the 
generals, who, to compass hisrdesigns, sent word to Astyo- 
cift, the Dacedxtoanian general, that Alcibiades was treat- 
ing with Tissaphernes, to bring him over to the Athenian 
interest, fte. offered farther, *o betray to him the whole 
army and navy of the Athenians, But bis treasonable prac- 
tices being all detected ^y the good understanding betwixt 
Alcibiades and Astyocus, it was laid aside, and he was af- 
terwards stabbed in the market-place. 

Ja the mean time* the Athenians went eagerly forward 
to complete that change of government which had been pro- 
posed to them by Alcibiades ; the democracy began to be 
abolished in several cities of Athens ; and, soon after the 



scheme was carried boldly forward by Lysander, who wa* 
chiefly concerned in this transaction. To give anew form 
-to this government, he caused ten commissaries, with ab- 
solute power, to be appointed, who were, however, at a 
certain fixed time, to give the people an account of what 
they had done. At the expiration of that term, the gen- 
eral assembly was summoned, wherein their first resolution 
was, that -every one should he admitted to make such pro- 
posals as he thought fit, without being liable to any accu- 
sation for infringing the law, or consequential penalty. It 
was afterwards decreed, that a new council should be form- 
ed, with full/power to administer the public affairs, and to 
elect new magistrates. For this purpose, five presidents 
were established, who nominated one hundred persons, in- 
cluding themselves. Each of these ehose and associated ' 
three more at his own pleasure, which made in all four 
hundred, in whom an absolute power was lodged. But to 
amuse the people, and to console them with a shadow of 
popular government, whilst they instituted a real oligar- 
chy, it was said that the four hundred should call a council 
of five thousand citizens to assist them, when. they should 
judge it necessary. The council and assemblies of the peo- 
ple were held as usual, nothing was done, however, but by 
order of the four hundred* The -people of Athens were 
deprived in this manner of their liberty, which they had 
enjoyed almost an hundred years, after having abolished 
the tyranny of the Fisistratides. 

This decree being passed without opposition, 4ft er the 
separation of the assembly, the four hundred, armed with 
daggers, and attended by an hundred and twenty young 
men, whom they made use of when any execution required 
it, entered the senate, and com petted the senators to retire, 
after having paid them the arrears due upon their appoint- 
ments. They elected new magistrates out of their own 
body, observing the usual ceremony upon such occasions* 
They did not think proper to recal those who were banish* 
ed, lest they should authorize the return of Alcibiades, 
whose uncontrolable spirit they arpprehended, and who 
would soon make himself master of the people* Abusing 
their power in a tyrannical manner, they put some to death, 
others they banished, and confiscated their estates with im- 
punity. All who ventured to oppose this change, or even 
to complain of k were butchered upon false pretexts; and 
those were intimidated who demanded justice of the mur- 
derers. The four hundred, soon after their establishment, 
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-tent ten deputies to Samos for the army's concurrence to 
Sbcir establishment. 

The army, in the mean time, which was at Saroosy pro* 
tested against those proceedings in the city ; and at the 
persuasion of Thrasybulus, recalled Alcibiades, and created 
him general^ with full power to sail directly to the Pyrsus 
and crush this new tyranny. Alcibiades, however, would 
not give way to this rash opinion, but went first t<j shew 
himself to Tissaphernes, and let him know, that it was now 
in his power to treat him as. a friend or an enemy. By 
which means he awed the Athenians with Tissaphernes, 
and Tissaphernes with the Athenians* When, afterwards^ 
the four hundred sent to Samos to vindicate their proceed- 
ings, the army was for putting the messengers to death, 
and persisted in the design upon the Pyreus ; but Alci- 
biades, by opposing it, manifestly saved the ^common* 
wealth. 

In the mean while, the innovation in Athens had occa- 
sioned such factions and tumults, that the four hundred were 
more intent upon providing for their safety than prosecu* 
ting the war* In order to which, they fortified that part 
of the Pyrseus which commands the mouth of tho haven ; 
and resolved, in case of extremity, rather to let in the Lace* 
dxmonians than expose their persons to the fury of their 
fellow-citizens- The Spartans took occasion from these 
disturbances^ to hover about with forty-two gallies under 
the conduct of He gesan (hides : and the Athenians, with 
thirty*six under Timoc hares, were forced to engage them, 
but lost part of their fleet, and the rest were dispersed* 
To add to which, all Eubcea, except Oreus, revolted to the 
Peloponnesians. 

This failure of success served to give the finishing blow 
to the power of the four hundred. The Athenians without 
delay, deposed them as the authors of all their troubles'and 
divisions under which they groaned. Alcibiades was re- 
. called by unanimous consent, and earnestly solicited to 
make all possible haste to the assistance of the city. But 
judging that, if He returned immediately to Athens, he 
should owe his recal to the compassion and favour of the 
people, he resolved to render his return glorious and tri* 
umphant, and to deserve it by some considerable exploit. 
For this purpose, leaving Samos with a small number of 
ships, he cruized about the island of Cos and Cnidos; and 
having learnt that Mindarus, the Spartan admiral, was 
sailed to the Hellespont with his whole fleet, and that the 
Athenians were in pursuit of him, he steered that way with 



the utmost diligence to support them, and arrived happily 
with his eighteen vessels at the time the fleets were enga- 
ged, near Abydos, in a battle which lasted till night, with- 
out any advantage on either side. His arrival gave the 
Spartans new courage at first, who believed him still their* 
friend, ami dispirited the Athenians. But Alcibiades 
hanging oat the Athenian flag in the admiral's galley, 
fell upon them, and put them to flight ; and animated by 
his success, sunk their vessels, and made a great slaughter 
of their soldiers, who* had thrown themselves into the sea 
to save themselves by swimming. The Athenians have 
taken thirty of their gallies, and retaken those they had 
3ost, erected a trophy. 

Alcibiades after this victory went to visit Tissaphernes, 
who was so far from receiving him as he expected, that he 
immediately caused him to be seized, and sent away pri- 
soner to Sardis, telling him he had orders from the'king' to 
make war against the Athenians; hut the truth rs, he was 
afraid of being accused to his master by the Pejoponnesians, 
and thought by this act of injustice, to purge himself from 
all former imputations. Alcibiades, after thirty days, made 
his escape to Clazomenes ; and soon after bore down upon 
the Peloponnesi an fleet, which rode at anchor before the 
]port of Cyzicus. With twenty <>f hrs best ships he broke 
through the enemy, pursued those who abandoned their 
•ships and fled to land, and made a great slaughter* The 
Athenians took all the enemies' ships, made themselves mas* 
ters of Cyzicus, while Mingimis, the Lacedaemonian gene- 
ral, was found among the number of the slain. 

Alcibiades well knew how to make use of the victory 
he had gained ; and at the head of his conquering forces, 
took several cities which had revoked from the Athenians.— 
Calcedon, Salymbria, and Byzantium, w«re among the 
•number. Thus flushed wkh conquest, he seemed v to desire 
nothing so ardently as to be once more seen by his coun- 
trymen, as his presence would be a triumph to his friends, 
and an insult to hrs enemies. Accordingly, being recalled, 
he set sail for Athens. Besides the ships, covered with 
Sticklers and spoils of all sorts in the manner of trophies, a 
-great number of vessels also were towed after him by way 
of triumph; he displayed also the ensigns and ornaments 
*>f those he had burnt, which wtre more than the others, the 
whole amounting to about two hundred ships. It is said, 
that reflecting on what had been done against him, upon 
approaching the port, he was struck with some terror, and 
was afraid to quit his vessel till he saw from the deck a great 
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aurnber of his friends and relations who were come to the 
shore to receive him, and earnestly intreatedhim to land* As 
soon as he was landed, the multitude who came out to meet 
him fixed their eyes upon him ; thronged about him ; saluted 
him with loud acclamations, and crowned him with gar- 
lands : he received their congratulations with great satis- 
faction : he desired to be discharged from his former con- 
demnation, and obtained fromrthe priests an absolution 
from all their former denunciations. 

, Yet, notwithstanding these triumphs, the real power 
of Athens was now no more : the strength of the state was 
gone ; and even the passion for liberty was lost in the com- 
mon degeneracy of the times: many of the meaner sort of 
the people passionately desired that Alcibiades would take 
the sovereignly upon him ; they even desired him to set 
himself above the reach of envy, by securing all power in 
his own person : the great» however, were not so sanguine 
in their gratitude, they were content with appointing him 
generalissimo of all their forces : they granted him what- 
ever he demanded, and gave him for colleagues the generals 
most agreeable to him. He set sail accordingly, with an 
hundred ships, and steered for the island trf Andras that 
had revolted; where, having defeated the inhabitants, he 
went from thence to -Samos, intending to make that the 
«eat of the war. In the mean time, the Lacedemonians, 
justly alarmed at his success, make choice of a general, 
suppposed to be capable of making head against him : for 
this, reason, they fixed upon Lysander, who, though born 
of the highest family, had been bred up to hardships, and 
paid an entire reSpect to *he discipline And manners of his 
country. He was brave and aspiring, and like his country- 
men sacrificed all sorts of pleasure to his ambition. He 
had an evenness and sedateness of temper, which made all 
conditions of life sit easy on him, but withal was extreme- 
ly insinuating, crafty, and designing, and made his inter- 
est the only measure of truth and falsehood. This deceitful 
temper was observed to run through the whole course of 
his life ; upon which occasion it was said that he cheated 
children with foul play, and men with perjury : and it was 
a maxim of his own, that when the lion fails, we must make 
use of the fox. 

Lysander, having brought his army to Ephesus, gave 
orders for assembling ships of burden from all parts, and 
erected an arsenal for building of gallies ; he made thr 
ports free for merchants ; gave the public places to artifi- 
cers ; put all arts in motion ; and, by these means, filled the 
city with riches, and laid the foundation of that magnificence 
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Yrhich he afterwards obtained. Whilst he \ras making these 
dispositions; he received advice that Cyrus the Persian 
•prince, was arrived at Sardis ; he therefore, set out from 
Ephesus to make him a visit, and to complain of Tissapher* • 
lies, whose duplicity and treachery had been fatal to their 
common cause. Cyrus, who had a personal enmity to that 
general, came into the views of Lysander, agreed to in- 
crease the seaman's pay and to give htm all the assistance 
in his power. 

The largess filled the whole fleet with ardour and ala- 
crity, and almost unmanned the enemies gallies ; the great* 
est part of the mariners deserting to the party where the 
pay was hest. The Athenians, in despair, upon receiving 
this news, endeavoured to conciliate Cyrus by the interpo- 
sition of TissaJ)hernes ; but he would not hearken to them 
notwithstanding the satrap represented, that it was not for 
the king's interest to aggrandize the Lacedaemonians, but 
to balance the power of one side with that of the other, in 
order to perpetuate the war, and to ruin both by their own 
divisions. 

Alcibiades, on the other hand, having occasion to leave 
the fleet, in order to raise the supplies, gave the command 
of his fleet to Antiochus, with express command not to 
engage or attack the enemy in his absence. Antiochus, 
however, was willing to do some action that might procure 
him favour without a partner in the glory ; he Was so far, 
therefore from observing the orders that were given him, 
that he presently sailed away for Ephesus ; and, at the ve- 
ry* mouth of the harbour, used every art to provoke the ene- 
my to an engagement. Lysander at first manned otit a 
a few ships to repel his insults ; but as the Athenian ships 
advanced to support Antiochus, other gallies belonging to 
the Lacedaemonians also came on, till both fleets arrived by 
little and little, and the engagement became general on 
both sides. Lysander at length was victorious : Antiochus 
was slain, and fifteen Athenian gallies were taken. It was 
in vain that Alcibiades soon after came up to the relief o% 
his friends ; it was in vain that he offered to renew the com* 
bat, Lysander, content with the victory he had gained, was 
unwilling again to trust to fortune. * 

The fickle multitude of Athens, again, therefore, be- 
gan to. accuse Alcibiades of insufficiency. He who was just 
before respected even to adoration, was now discarded up- 
on a groundless suspicion, that he had not done his duty; 
But it was th* glory he had obtained by hts past services 
that now ruined him ; for his continual success had begot 
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ail the people such an opinion of him, that they thought it 
impossible for him to fail in any thing he undertook ; and, 
from tbence his enemies took occasion to quostion his inte- 
griiy r and to impute to him both his own and other miscar- 
riages. Cailicratides was appointed to succeed Lysander, 
whose year was expired ; alike severe to himself and others 
inaccessible to flattery and sloth, the declared enemy of 
luxury, he retained the modesty, temperance, and austeri- 
ty of the ancient Spartans, virtues that beganta distinguish 
him, particularly, as they were riot too common in his time. 
His probity and justice were proof against all things ; his 
simplicity and integrity abhorred all falsehood and fraud, 
to which were joined a truly Spartan nobleness and gran- 
deur of soul. The first attempt of the admiral was against 
Methymna, in Lesbos, which he took by storm. He then ' 
threatened Conon, who was appointed general of the Athe- 
nians, that he would make him leave debauching the sea; 
and accordingly soon after pursued him into the port of 
Mytilenc with an hundred and seventy sail, took thirty of 
his ships, and besieged him in the town, from which he cut 
off all provisions. He soon after took ten ships more out 
of twelve which were coming to hjs relief. Then hearing 
that the Athenians had fitted out their whole strength, con- 
sisting of *an hundred and fifty sail, he left fifty of his ships 
under Etonicus, to carry on. the siege of Mytilene, and with 
an hundred and twenty more met the Athenians al Argjnu- 
sae, over against Lesbos. His pilot advised him to retreat, 
for that the enemy was superior in number. He tojd him. 
that Sparta would be never the worse inhabited though he 
were slain. The fight was long and obstinate, until at last 
the ship of Callicratidas charging through the enemy was 
sunk, and the rest fled. The Peioponnesians lost about 
seventy sail, and the Athenians twenty-five, with most 
of the men in them. The Athenian admirals, who had 
the joint command of the fleet instead of being reward- 
ed for so signal a victory, were made a barbarous in- 
stance of the power and ingratitude of their fellow ci» 
tizens- Upon a relation of the fight before the senate, 
jt was alledged, they had suffered their men who were 
shipwrecked to be lost, when they might have saved them ! 
upon which, they were clapped in irons, in order to an- 
swer it to the people. They urged in their defence, that 
they were pursuing the enemy ; and, at the same time, 
gave orders about taking up the men to those whose business 
it more peculiariy was, particularly to Therameues, who was 
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now their accuser : but yet that their orders could not be 
executed by reason of a violent storm which happened at 
that time. This seemed so reasonable and satisfactory t that 
several stood up and offered to bail them ; but) in another 
assembly, the popular incendiaries demanded justice, and 
so awed the judges, that Socrates was the only man who 
had courage enough to declare, he would do nothing con* 
trary to law, and accordingly refused to act. After a long 
debate, eight of the ten were condemned, and six of them 
were put to death, among whom was, Pericles, son of the 
great Pericles* He declared, that they had failed in no- 
thing of their duty, as they had given orders that the dead 
bodies should be taken up : that if any one were guilty, it 
was he, who being charged with these orders, had neglected 
to put them in execution, but that he accused nobody, and 
that the tempest which came on unexpectedly, at the very 
instant, was an unanswerable apology, and entirely dis~ 
charged the accused from all guilt. He demanded that a 
whole day should be allowed them to make their defence, 
a favour not denied to the most criminal, and that they 
should be tried separately* He represented, that they were 
not in the least obliged to precipitate a sentence wherein 
the lives of the most illustrious of the citizens were con. 
ccrned: that it was in some measure attacking the gods, 
to make men responsible for the winds and weather : that 
they could not without the most flagrant ingratitude and 
injustice put the conquerors to death, to whom they ought 
to decree crowns and honours, or give up the defenders of 
their country to the rage of those who envied them : that 
if they did so, their unjust judgment would be followed by 
a sudden, but vain repentance, which would leave behind it 
the sharpest remorse, and cover them with eternal shame 
and infamy. Among the number also was Diomedon, a 
person equally eminent for his valour and his probity, as he 
was carrying to execution, he demanded to be heard.—* 
« Athenians,' said ho, ' I wish the sentence you have pass- 
ed upon us may not prove the misfortune of the republic; 
but I have one favour to ask of you in behalf of my col- 
leagues and myself, which is to acquit us before the gods 
of the vows we made to them for you and ourselves, as 
we are not in a condition to discharge them, for it is to 
their protection invoked before the battle, we acknow- 
ledge that we are indebted for the victory gained by us 
over the enemy.' There was not a good citizen that did 
not melt into tears at this discourse, so full of goodn^s 
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and religion, and admire with surprise the moderation of 
a person, who seeing himself unjustly condemned, did not 
however vent the least resentment, or even complaint a- 
gainst his judges, but was solely intent (in favour of an un- 
grateful country t wbich had doomed them to perish) upon 
what it owed to the gods in common with them for the vic- 
tory they had lately obtained* 

This complication of injustice and ingratitude seemed 
to give the finishing blow to the affairs of the Athenian 
state t they .struggled for a while after their defeat at Syra- 
cuse; but from hence they were entirely sunk) though 
seemingly in the arms of victory. 

The enemy after their last defeat had once more re- 
course to Lysander, who had so often led them to conquest ; 
on bim they placed their chief confidence, and ardently soli- 
cited his return. The Lacedaemonians, to gratify their 
allies, and yet to observe their laws, which forbad that 
honour being conferred twice on the same person, sentfiim 
with an inferior title, but with the* power of admiral* Thus 
appointed, Lysander sailed towards the Hellespont, and 
laid siege to Lampsacus ; the place was carried by storm, 
and abandoned by Lysander to the mercy of the soldiers. 
The Athenians, who followed him close, upon the news of 
his success steered forward towards Olestus ; and, from 
thence sailing along the coast, halted over against the enemy 
at ./Egos Potatnos, a place fatal for the Athenians. 

The Hellespont is not above two thousand paces broad 
in that place. The two armies seeing themselves so near 
each other, expected only to rest that day, and were in 
hopes of coming to a battle on the next* But Lysander 
had another design in view: he commanded the seamen 
Tind pilots to go on board their gallies, as tf they were in 
reality to fight^the next morning at break of day ; to hold 
themselves in 'readiness, and to wait his orders in profound 
silence. He ordered the land army in like manner to draw 
up in battle upon the coast, and to wait the*day without any 
noise. On the morning, as soon as the sun was risen, the 
Athenians began to row towards them with their whole 
fleet in one line, and to bid them defiance. Lysander, 
though his ships were ranged in order of battle, with their 
heads towards the enemy, lay still without making any 
movement. In the evening when the Athenians withdrew, 
he did not suffer his soldiers to go ashore till two or^three 
gallies which he had sent out to observe them, were re- 
turned with advice, that they had seen the, en e dm land. 
The next day passed in the same manner, as did tWl third 
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and fourth* Such a conduct,, which argued reserve and 
apprehension, extremely augmented the security and bold* 
ness of the Athenians, and inspired them, with an high 
contempt for an army, which fear prevented from shewing 
themselves, or attempting any thing* 

Whilst this passed, Alcibiades, who was near the fleet, 
took horse and came to the Athenian generals : to whom 
he represented ; that they^kept upon a very disadvantageous 
coast, where there were\neither ports nor cities in tke 
neighbourhood: that they were obliged to bring their pro- 
visions from Sestos, with great danger and difficulty ; and 
that they were very much in the wrong to suffer the sol- 
diers and mariners of the fleet, as soon as they were ashore 
to straggle and disperse themselves at their pleasure, whilst 
the enemy's fleet faced them in view, accustomed toexecute 
the orders of their general with instant obedience, and up- 
on the slightest signal. He offered also to attack the ene- 
my by land with a strong body of Thracian troops, and to 
force them to a battle. The generals, especially Tydeus 
and Menander, jealous of their command, did not content 
themselves with refusing his offers, from the opinion, that 
if the event proved unfortunate? the whole blame would 
fall upon them, and-. if favourable, that Alcibiades would 
engross the honour of it ; but rejected also with insult his 
wise and salutary counsel ; as if a man in disgrace lost his 
sense and abilities with the favour of the commonwealth. 
Alcibiades withdrew; 

. The fifthday the Athenians presented themselves again, 
and offered him battle, retiring in the evening according to 
custom with more insulting airs than the days before. Ly- 
sander, as usual, detached some gallies to observe them, 
with orders to return with the utmost diligence when they 
saw the Athenians landed, and to put a brown buckler at 
each ships' head as soon as they reached the middle of the 
channel. Himself, in the mean time, ran through the whole 
line in his galley, e&horting the pilots and officers to hold 
the seamen and soldiers in readiness to row and fight on 
toe first signal. 

iAs soon as the bucklers were put- up in the ships' heads, 
and the admiral's galley had given the signal by the sound 
of trumpet, the whole fleet set forward in good order. — 
The land army, at the same time, made ail possible haste 
to the top of the promontory to see the battle. The streight 
that separates the two continents in this place is about fif- 
teen stadia, or three quarters of a league in breadth, which 
space was presently cleared through the activity and dili- 
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gence of the rowers. Conon, the Athenian general, was 
tbc first who perceived from shore the enemy's fleet ad- 
vance in good order to attack him ; upon which, he imme- 
diately cried out for the troops to embark. In the height 
of sorrow and perplexity, some he called toby their names* 
some he conjured, and others he forced to go on board their 
gallies : but all his endeavours and emotions were ineffec- 
tual, the soldiers being dispersed oo all sides. / For they 
were no s,ooner come on shore, than some were run to the 
sutlers ; some to walk in the country,^ome to sleep in their 
tents, and others to begin to dress their suppers* Tbitf 
proceeded from the want of vigilance and experience in 
their generals, who, not suspecting the least danger, in- 
dulged themselves in taking their repose, and gave their 
soldiers the same liberty. 

The enemy had already fallen on With loud cries, and 
a great noise of their oars, when Conon disengaging him- 
self with nine gallies, of which number was the sacred ship, 
he stood away for Cyprus, where he took refuge with Eva* 
goras. The Peloponnesians falling upon the rest of the 
fleet, took immediately the gallies which were empty, and 
disabled and destroyed such as began to fill with men. The 
soldiers, who ran without order or arms ta their relief, 
were either killed in the endeavour to get on board, ~o.fr 
flying on shore, were cut to pieces by the enemy, who* 
landed in pursuit of them. Ly sunder took three thousand 
prisoners, with all the generals, and the whole fleet : after 
having plundered the camp, and fastened the enemies gai-r 
lies to the sterns of his own, he returned to Lampsacns 
amidst the sounds of flutes and songs of triumph. It was 
his glory to have atchieved one of the greatest military ex- 
ploits recorded in history, with little or no loss ; and to 
have terminated a war in the small space of an hour* which 
had already lasted seven and twenty years, and which, per- 
haps, without him, had been of a much longer continuance. 
Lysander immediately sent dispatches with this agreeable 
news to Sparta. 

The three thousand prisoners taken in this battle hav- 
ing been condemned to die, Lysauder called upoii Philo- 
cles, one of the Athenian generals, who had caused all the 
prisoners taken in two gallies, the one of Andros, the other 
of Corinth, to be thrown from the tod of a precipiee ; and 
had formerly persuaded the people of Athens to make a 
decree for cutting off tke thumo of the right hand of all 
the prisoners of war, in order to disable them fdi* handling 
toe pike ; and that the/ might be fi-t only to ser*c*t the 
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•an Lysander, therefore, caused him to be brought forth, 
and asked him what sentence he would pass upon himself 
for having induced his cky to pass that cruel decree* Phi* 
lodes, without departing from his haughtiness in the least, 
notwithstanding the extreme danger he was in, made an- 
swer; * Accuse not people of crimes who have no judges, 
but as you are victors, use your right, and do by us, as 
we had done by you, if we had .conquered.' At the same 
instant he went Into a bath ; put on afterwards a magnifi- 
cent robe, and marched foremost to the execution. All 
the prisoners were put to the sword except Adamantus, 
who had opposed the decree. 

When the news of the entire defeat of the army came 
to Athens, by a ship which arrived in the night at the Py- 
raeus, the city was in consternation. They naturally ex- 
pected a siege ; and, in fact, Lysander was preparing to 
besiege them. Nothing was heard but cries of sorrow and 
despair in every part of it. They imagined the enemy al- 
ready at their j»ates ; they represented to themselves tne 
miseries of a long siege, a cruei famine, the ruin and burn- 
ing of their city, the insolence of a proud victor, and the 
shameful slavery they were upon the point of experiencing, 
more afflicting and insupportable to iheni than the most se- 
vere punishments, and death itself. The next day the 
assembly was summoned, wherein it was resolved to shut 
up all the ports, one only excepted, to repair the breaches 
in the walls, and mount guard to prepare against a siege. 

Their fears were soon confirmed by reality. Lysander 
finding numbers of Athenians dispersed in different cities, 
commanded them all oh pain of death to take shelter in 
Athens. This he did with a design so to croud the city as 
to be able Boon to reduce it by famine. In effect, he soon 
after arrived at the port of Athens with an hundred and 
fifty sail. While Agis and. Pausanias, the two kings of 
Sparta, advanced with their army to besiege it by land. 

The . wretched Athenians thus hemmed in on every 
side, without provisions, ships, or hopes of relief, prepared 
to meet the last extremity with patience ; in this manner, 
-without speaking. the least word of a capitulation,- and dy- 
ing in the streets by numbers, they obstinately continued 
on the xJefensive : but, at length, their corn and provisions 
beitig entirely consumed, they found themselves compelled 
to send deputies to Agis, with offers- of abandoning all 
their possessions, their city and port only excepted. Thtf 
haughty Lacedxmonian referred their deputies to the state- 
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itself, and when the suppliant deputies had made know* 
their commissions to the ephori, they were ordered to re- 
tire, and to cojne with other proposals if they expected 
peace. At length, Theramenes, an Athenian, undertook, 
to manage the treaty with Lysander ; and after three 
months of close conference, he received full power to treat 
at Lacedsmon. When he, attended by nine others, arrived 
before the ephori, it was there strongly urged by some of 
the confederates, that Athens should be totally destroyed, 
without hearkening to any farther proposals. But the La- 
cedemonians , told them, they would not destroy a city 
which had so eminently rescued Greece in the most critical 
juncture: that the long walls and the Pyraeus should be de- 
molished : that they should dejiver up all th^ir ships but 
twelve : that they should restore of their exiles i that they 
should make a league offensive and defensive with the La* 
cedxmonians, and serve them in all their expeditions both 
by sea and land. Theramenes being returned with the 
articles to Athens, who asked why he acted so contrary to, 
the intentions of Themistocles ; and gave those walls into, 
the hands of the Lacedaemonians which he built in defiance 
of them? * I have my eye,* says he, « upon Themisto- 
cles* design; he raised these walls for the preservation of 
the city, and I for the very same reason would have them 
destroyed ; for if walls only secure a city, Sparta, which 
has none, is in a very ill condition.' The Athenians, at 
another time, would not have thought this a satisfactory 
answer ; but being reduced to the last* extremity, it did not 
admit of a long debate- whether they should accept the 
treaty. At las,t, Lysander coming up fche Pyracus, demo- 
lished the walls with great solemnity, and all the insulting 
triumphs of music. Thus a final period was put to this, 
unhappy war, which had continued for seven arrd twenty 
years, in which heaps of treasure and a, deluge ojf bloock 
*TW exhausted* 
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From the demolition of the Athenian Power to the death of 
Socrates. s 

THE victory of JLysander was so terrible a shock to 
Athens, that itonly survived to be sensible of the loss of 
its own power ; however, the conquerors were so generous 
as not to extinguish the name ; they said, they would not 
be guilty of putting out one of the eyes of Greece: but 
they imposed some farther marks of conquest on them ; they 
obliged the people ta demolish the democracy, and submit 
to the government of thirty men* who were commonly 
known by the name of the thirty tyrants. Though the 
Greeks were apt enough to give that name to men of vir- 
tuous characters* these men, who were the creatures of 
Lysander, in every respect deserved the most opprobrious 
denomination ; instead of compiling and publishing a more 
perfect body of laws, which was the pretence for their be* 
ing-chosen, they began to exert their power of life and 
death ; and though they constituted a senate, and other 
magistrates, they made no farther use of them than to con* 
firm their authority, and to see their, commands executed. 
However, they at first aeted cautiously ;* and condemned 
only the most detested and scandalous part of the citizens, 
such as lived by evidencing and informing : but this was 
only to give a colour to their proceedings: their design 
was to v make themselves absolute; and, knowing that was 
not to be done without a foreign power, their next step 
"was to desire that a guard might be sent them from Sparta> 
until such times as they could clear she city of all disaffect- 
ed persons, and thoroughly settle the government, Lysander, 
accordingly, procured them a guard under the command 
-of Callibius, who, by bribes and artifices, was wrought over 
to their designs ; and then, seen to act without controul, 
-filling the city with the- blood of those who, on account 
v of their riches, interest, or gqod qualities, were most likely 
to make head against them* 

One of the first acts of their cruelty was in procuring 
the dKath of Akibiades, who bad taken refuge in the do- 
minions of Persia. This unfortunate general, still mind- 
iul of the. de1>t he owed his country, employed his utmost 
attention in giving^t the earliest notices of what could ef- 
fect . its freedom or its safetyi Cyrus, the prince of Persia 
buying resolved to dethrone his brother Aruixerxes, enter* 
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cd into a treaty with the Lacedaemonians to assist Mm in 
his designs. Alcibiades did all that was in his power to 
obstruct the scheme ; but the Lacedaemonian partizans 
at Athens, that is to say, the thirty tyrants, apprehended 
the intrigues of so superior a genius as his ; and represent- 
ed to their masters that they were inevitably ruined, if 
they did not find means to rid themselves of Alcibiades. 
The Lacedemonians thereupon wrote to Pharnabasus, and 
with an abject meanness not to be excused, and which; 
shewed how much Sparta had degenerated from her anci- 
ent manners, made pressing instances to him to deliver 
them at any rate from so formidable an enemy. This sa- 
trap complied with their wishes. Alcibiades was then itv 
a small town of Phrygia, where he lived with his concu- 
bine Timandra. Those who were sent to kill him not 
daring to enter his house, contented themselves with sur- 
rounding and setting it on fire, Alcibiadcs having quitted 
it through the flames, sword in hand, the barbarians were 
afraid to stay to come to blows with him, but flying and 
retreating as he advanced, they poured their darts and ar«« 
rows upon him from a distance, and he fell dead upon the 
spot. Timandra took up his body, and having adorned 
and covered it with the fiaest robes she had, she made asv 
magnificent a funeral for it as her present condition would 
admit. 

Such was the end of Alcibiades, whose great virtues 
were stifled *nd suppressed by still greater vices* It is not 
easy to say whether his good or bad qualities were more 
pernicious to his country; for, with the one he deceived, 
and with the other he oppressed it. In him distinguished 
valour was united with nobility%f blood. His person was 
beautiful and finely made ; he was eloquent, of great, abili- 
ty in affairs, insinuating, and formed for charming all man- 
kind. He loved glory, but without prejudice to his incli- 
nation for pleasure ; nor was he so fond of pleasure as to 
neglect his glory for it: he knew how to give into, or ob- 
struct himself from the allurements of luxury, according 
to the situation of*his_ affairs* Never was there ductility of 
genius equal to his; he metamorphosed himself with in- 
credible facility, into the most contrary forms; and sup- 
ported them all with as much ease and grace, as it each 
had been natural to him. 

In this manner the thirty proceeded ; and fearing to 
be opposed by the multitude, they invested three thousand 
citizens with some part of their power, and by therr as- 
sistance preserved the rest. • But- thoroughly emboldened 
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by such *n accession to their party, they agreed to single 
out every one his man, to put them to death, and seize 
their estates for the maintenance of ^their garrison. The* 
ramenes, one of their number, was the only man" that was 
struck with horror at their proceedings: wherefore Critias, 
the principal author, thought it necessary to remove him, 
and accused him to the senate of endeavouring to subvert 
the state. Sentence of death was therefore, passed upon 
him, and he was obliged to drink the juice of hemlock; 
the usual mode of execution then in Athens. Socrates, 
whose disciple he had been, was the only person of the se- 
nate who ventured to appear in his defence ; he made an 
Attempt to rescue him out of the hands of the officer of jus- 
tice, and after his execution went about as it were in defi- 
ance of the thirty, exhorting and animating the senators 
and citizens against them. 

The tyrants, delivered from a colleague, whose pre* 
sence alone was a continual reproach to them, no longer 
observed any measures. Nothing passed throughout the 
city but imprisonments and murders. Every body trem- 
bled for themselves or their friends. The general desola- 
tion had no remedy \ nor was there any hopes of regaining 
lost liberty* ' 

All the citizens of any consideration in Athens, and 
who retained a love of freedom, quitted a place reduced to 
so hard and shameful a slavery, and sought eisewhere an 
asyhira and retreat where they might live in safety. The 
Lacedaemonians had the inhumanity to endeavour to deprive 
those unhappy fugitives of this last resource. They pub- 
lished an edict to prohibit the cities of Greece from giving * 
them refuge : decreed that they should be delivered up to 
the thirty tyrants : and condemned all such, as should con* 
travene the execution of this edict, to pay a fine of five 
talents. Only two cities rejected with disdam so unjust 
an ordinance-— Meg ara and Thebes, the latter, of which 
made a decree to punish all persons whatsoever that should 
eee an Athenian attacked by his enemies without doing his 
utmost to assist him. Lysias an orator of Syracuse, who 
had been banished by the thirty, raised five hundred soldi- 
ers, at his own expence, and sent them to the aid of the 
common country of eloquence. 

Thrasybutos, a man of admirable character, who had 
long deplored the miseries of his country, was now the first 
to relieve it. At-^Chebes he fell into a consultation with 
iiis feliow'Cttieene, and the result was, that some vigorous 
«gbrt, though it carried ever so much danger,, ought to be 
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Blade for the benefit .of t(ie public liberty. Accordingly* 
with a party of thirty^men only, as Kepes says, but, as 
Xenophon more probably says, of near seventy, he seized 
upon Phyle, a strong castle on the frontiers of Attica.— 
This enterprize gave the alarm to the tyrants, who imme- 
diately marched out of Athens with their three thousand 
followers, and their Spartan guard, and attempted the re- 
covery of the place ; but were repulsed with loss. Finding 
they could not carry it by a sudden assault, they resolved 
upon a siege ; but not being sufficiently provided for that 
service, and a great snow 'falling that night, they were 
forced to retire the next day into the city, leaving only 
part of their guard to prevent any farther excursions into 
the country. Encouraged by this success,, Thrasybulus no 
longer kept himself confined, but marched out of Phyle by 
flight j and, at the head of a body of a thousand men, 
seized on the Pyraeus. The thirty flew thither with their 
troops, and a battle sufficiently warm ensued : but, as the 
soldiers on one side fought with valour and vigour for their 
liberty ; and, on the other with indolence and neglect, for 
the power of their oppressors, the success was not doubt- 
ful, but followed the better causae s the tyrants were over- 
threWM Critics was lulled upon the spot ;_ and, as the re&t 
ot the army were taking to flight, Thrasybulus cried out, 
« Wherefore do you fly from me as from a victor, rather 
than assist me as the avenger of your liberty ? We are not 
enemies, but fellow~citizens, nor have we declared war 
against the city, but against the thirty tyrants/ He con- 
tinued, with bidding them remember, that they had the 
same origin, country, laws, and religion: he exhorted 
them to compassionate their exiled brethren; to restore to 
them their country, and resume their liberty themselves. 
This discourse had suitable effects. The army, upon their 
return to Athens, expelled the thirty, and substituted ten 
persons to govern in their room, but whose conduct proved 
no beittr than that of those whom they succeeded. 

Though the government was thus altered, and the thirty 
were deposed from power, they still had hopes of being 
reinstated in their former authority ; and sent messengers 
to Lacedsemon to demand aid. Lysaitder was for granting 
it to them ; but Pausanias, who then reigned in Sparta, 
moved with compassion at the deptotoMe condition of the 
Athenians, favoured them in secret, and, obtained a peace 
for them : it was sealed with the blood'fl&ihe tyrants, who 
having taken arms to reinstate themacfrve^H in the govern* 
went, were put to the >w,ord, and Athens left in full pos- 



16* 

session of its liberty, » Thrasybutus then proposed an am- 
nesty* by which the citizens engaged upon % oath that all 
past actions should be buried in oblivion, and the govern* 
ment was re-established in its ancient forms : their laws' 
■were restored to their past vigour i the magistrates elected 
•with the usual ceremonies ; and democracy was once more 
restored to this unfortunate people. Xenophon observes*' 
that this intestine fury had consumed' as many in eight 
months, as the Peloponnesian war had done in ten years.. 

Upon the re-establishment of affairs in Athens, the 
other states enjoyed the same tranquility, or rather kept in 
a quiet subjection to Sparta, which now held the undoubted, 
sovereignty of Greece. But it being a maxim with the 
Spartans, that this sovereignty was not to be maintained 1 
but by a constant course of action ; they were still seeking 
fresh occasions for war ; and part of their forces, together 
with another body of Grecians, being at this time engaged 
in a quarrel between the Persian king and his brother, it 
will be necessary to pass over into Asia, and relate so much' 
of the Persian affairs as concerns the expedition ofCyrus, 
wherein those forces were employed ; especially since it is 
attended with circumstances, whkh, if duly considered, 
will easily make it pkss for one of the greatest actions of 
antiquity. 

It has been already observed, that Cyrus, the son of 
Darius Nothus, saw with pain his elder brother Artaxer- 
xes upon the throne ; and more than once attempted to remove 
him. Artaxerxes was not insensible of what he had to fear 
from a brother of this enterprising and ambitious spirit ; but 
could not refuse pardoning him on the prayers and tearsof his 
mother Parysatis* whodoated upon this youngest son. He 
removed him, therefore, into Asia to his government, con- 
fiding in him, contrary to all fie rules of policy , an abso- 
lute authority over the provinces«left him by the- will of the 
king his father. He was no sooner appointed in this man- 
ner, but he used all his arts with the Barbarians and the 
Grecians to procure power and popularity, in order to de- 
throne his brother. Clearchus retired to his court, after 
having been banished from Sparta, and was of great service 
to him, being an abhj, experienced, <and valiant captam. 
At the same time, severa-T cities in the provinces of Tissa- 
phernes revolted from their obedience in favour of Cyrus. 
ThU incident, which was not an effect of chance, but of the 
secret practices o£that prince, gave birth to a w$r between 
the two brothel's. The emissaries of Cyrus a,t the coutt 
were perpetually dispersing reports and opinions amongst 
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the people to prepare their minds for the intended change 
and revolt. They talked that the state required a king of 
Cyrus' character ; a king, magnificent, libera), who loved 
-war, and showered his favours upon those that served him ; 
and that it was necessary, for the grandeur of the empire, 
to have a prince upon the 'throne, fired with ambition and 
valour, for the support and augmentation of his glory. 

The troops of Cyrus, which were apparently levied 
for the business of the state, but in fact to overturn it, con- 
sisted of thirteen thousand Greeks, which wefe the flower 
and chief force of his army* Clearchus, the Lacedaemoni- 
an, w ho commanded the Pefoponnesian troops, was the only- 
man of all the Greeks that was let into the Persian princea 
design : he made it his sole application to gain the affecti- 
ons of his people during their marches, by treating them 
with great humanity, conversing freely with them, and 
giving effectual orders that they should want for nothing, 
The Grecian troops knew neither thf intent nor the occa- 
sion of the war : they set out for Sardis, at length, and 
marched towards tha upper provinces of Asia* 

When they were arrived at Taisus, the Greek* refu* 
sed to march any farther, rightly suspecting that they were 
intended against the king, and loudly (^claiming that they 
had not entered into the service upon that condition — Clear- 
chus, who commanded them, had occasion for all his ad* 
dress and ability- to stifle this commotion in its birth* At 
firt he made use of authority and force, but with very ill 
success, and desisted the re tore from an open opposition to 
their sentiments : he even affected to enter into their views - 
and to support them with his approbation and credit* By 
this artful evasion he appeased the tumult, and made them 
easy ; and they chose him and some other officers for their 
deputies. Cyrus, whom he*had Secretly apprised of every 
thing, made answer, that he was going to attack Abraco- 
mas, his enemy, at twelve days march from thence upon 
the Euphrates. When this answer was repeated to them, 
though they plainly saw against whom they were going, 
they resolved to proceed, and only demanded an augmen- 
tation of their pay. Cyrus, instead of one daric a month to 
<jach soldier, promised to give th v em one and a half. Still 
to ingratiate himself the more, being told that two officers 
had deserted from the army, and being advised to pursue 
and put them to death, he declared publicly, that it should 
never be said he had detained any one person in his service, 
against his will* and he ordered their wives and children, 
who were left as hostages in his army to be Bent after them 
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A conduct so wise and apparently generous, had a surpri- 
sing effect in conciliating the affections of- the soldiery, and 
made even those hi* firm adherents who were before in- 
clined to retire* * ' 

As Cyrus advanced by long marches, he was informed 
from all parties, that the king did nut intend to -come di- 
rectly to a battle, but had resolved to wait in the remotest 
parts of Persia till all his forces were assembled ; and that 
to" stop his enemies, he had ordered an intrenchment to be 
thrown up on the plains of Babylon, with a ditch of five 
fathoms broad, and three deep, extending the space of 
twelve parasangas, or leagues, from the Euphrates, to the 
wall of Media. Between the Euphrates and the ditch, a 
way had been left of twenty feet in breadth, by which Cy- 
rus passed with his whole aripy, having viewed it the day 
before. The king had neglected to dispute this pass with 
him, and suffered him to continue his march towards Ba- 
bylon. 

Cyrus still continued to proceed, giving Clearchus the 
command of the right Grecian wing, and Menon that of 
the left, still marching in order of battle, expecting every 
hour to engage ; at length he discovered his brother's ar- 
my, consisting of twelv« hundred thousand men, besides a 
select body of six thousand horse, approaching and prepa- 
ring to engage. 

The place where the battle was fought was called Cu- 
naxa, about twenty-five leagues from Babylon. Cyrus 
getting on hors^ack, with his javelin in his hand, gave 
orders to»tbe troops to stand to their arms, and to proceed 
in order of battle. The enemy, in the mean tjme, advan- 
ced slowly, in good order. Artaxerxes led them on regu- 
larly witn a slow pace, without noise or confusion... That 
good order and exact discipline extremely surprised the 
Greeks, who expected to see much luxury and tumult in so 
great a multitude ; and to hear confused cries, as Cyrus had 
foretold them. 

The armies were not "distant above four or 6ve hundred 
paces, when the Greeks began to sing the hymn of battle, 
and to march on softly at first, and with silence. When 
they came near the enemy> they set up great cries, striking 
their davts upon their shields to frighten the horse ; and 
then moving all together, they sprung forwards upon the 
barbarians with all their force, who did not wait their 
charge, but took to their heels and fled universally e*- 
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ccpt Tissaphernes, who stood his ground with a small part 
of his troops. 

Cyrus saw with pleasure the enemy routed by the 
Greeks, and was proclaimed king by those around him : but 
he did not give himself up to a vain joy, nor as yet reckoned 
himself victor. He perceived that Artaxerxes was wheel- 
ing his right to attack him in flank ; and marched directly 
against him with his six hundred horse. He killed Arta- 
gerses, who commanded the king'* guard of six thousand 
horse, with his own hand, and put the whole body to flight. 
Discovering bis brother, he cried out with his eyes spark* 
ling with rage, * I see him ;' and spurred against him, fol- 
lowed only by his principal officers ; for his troops had 
quitted their ranks to follow the run-away s, which was an 
essential fault. 

The battle then became a single combat, in some mea- 
sure, between Artaxerxes and Cyrus ; and the two brothers 
were seen, transported with rage and fury, endeavouring 
like Eteocles and Polynices to plunge their swords into 
each others hearts, and to assure themselves of the throne 
by the death of their rival. 

Cyrus having opened his way through those who were 
drawn up in battle before Artaxerxes, joined him, and kil- 
led his horse, that fell with him to the grourtd : he rose, 
and was .remounted upon another, when Cyrus attacked him 
again ; gave him a second wound, and was preparing to 
give him a third, in hopes that it would prove his last. The 
king, like a lion wounded by the huntsma% was only the 
more furious from the smart, and sprung forwards, impetu- 
ously pushing his horse against Cyrus, who running head- 
long, and without regard to his person, threw himself into 
the midst of a flight of darts aimed at him from all sides ; 
and received a wound from the king's javelin, at the instant 
that all the rest discharged upon him. * Cyrus fell dead ; 
some say by the wound given him by the king; others 
affirm that he was killed by a Carian soldier. The greatest 
persons t>f his court, resolving not to survive ^o good a mas- 
ter, were all killed around his body : a certain proof, says 
Xenophon, that he well knew how to chuse His friends, aod 
that he was truly beloved by them. Ariaus, who ought 
to have been the firmest of all his adherents, fled with the 
left wing as soon as he heard of his death. 

- Artaxerxes, after having caused the head and right hand 
of hisbrother to be cut off by the eunuch Mesabates,. pur- 
sued the enemy into their camp- Ariaeus had not stopped 
there, but having passed through it, continued his retreat 



173 

to the place where the army liad encamped the day before, 
which was about four leagues distant. 

Tissaphernes, after the defeat of the greatest part of 
his left wing by the Greeks, led on the rest against them ; 
and, by the side of the river, passed through the light arm- 
ed infantry of the Greeks, who opened to give him a pas* 
sage, and made their discharges upon him as he passed, 
without losing a man. They were commanded by Epist- 
henes of Amphipolis, who was esteemed an able captain-. 
Tissaphernes kept on without returning to the charge, be- 
caase he perceived he was too weak; and went forward to 
Cyrus' camp, where he found the king who was plunder- 
ing it, but had not been able to force the quarter defended 
by the Greeks, who saved their baggage. 

The Greeks on their side, and Artaxerxes on his, wh© 
did not know what had passed elsewhere, believed each of 
them that they had gained the victory ; the first, because 
they had put the enemy to flight, and pursued them ; and 
the king, because he had killed his brother ; beat the troop* 
he had fought, and plundered their cao$p. The event was 
soon cleared up on both sides. Tissaphernes, upon his ar- 
rival at the camp, informed the king, that the Greeks had 
defeated his left wing, and pursued it with great vigour : 
and the Greeks* ojxjfifir side^ learnt^ that t he king in p ur- 
suing Cyrus* left had penetrated into the~camp. Upon 
this advice the king rallied his troops, and marched in quest 
of the enemy ; and Clearchus being returned from pursuing 
the Persians, advanced to support the camp. 

The two affcnies were soon very near each other s when 
by a movement made by the king, he seemed to intend to 
charge the Greeks on their left, who fearing to be sur* 
rounded on all sides, wheekd about and halted, with the 
river on their bafiks, to prevent their being taken in the 
rear. Upon seeing that, the king changed his form o£ 
battle also, drew ujf his army in front of them, and matched 
on to the attack. As soon as the Greeks saw him ap- 
proach, they began to sing the hymn of battle, and advanced 
against the enemy even with more ardour than in the 
first action. . 

The barbarians again began to fly, running farther 
than before; and were pursued to a village at the foot of a 
hill, upon which their horse halted. The king's standard 
was observed to be there, which was a golden eagle upon 
the top of a pike, having its wings displayed. The Greeks 
preparing to pursue them, they abandoned also the hill, 
fied precipitately with all their troops broke, and in the 
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utmost disorder and confusion. Clearchus having drawn 
up the Greeks at the bottom of the hill, ordered Lycius, 
the Syracusan, and another to go up it, and observe what 

, passed in the plain. They returned with an account that 
the enemy fled on all sides, and that their whole army was 
routed. , 

As it was almost night, the Greeks laid Mown their 
arms to rest themselves, much surprised that neither Cyrus, 
nor any one from him appeared ; a«d imagining, that he 
was either^ngaged in the pursuit of the enemy, or was 
making haste t? possess himself of some important place ; 
for they were still ignorant of his death, and the defeat of 
the rest of his army: they determined, to return to their 
camp, and found the greatest part of the baggage tak^n, 
with all the provisions, and four hundred waggons laden 
with corn and wine, which Cyrus, had expressly caused to 
be carried along with the army for the Greeks, in case of 
any pressing necessity. They passed the night in the 
camp, the greatest part of them without any refresh- 
ment, concluding that Cyrus was alive and victorious. 
Amidst the confusion the Grtfcians were in, after the 

■ battle, they sent to Arixus, as conqueror and commander 
in chief, upon Cyrus' death, to offer him the Persiancrown. 

_ In the flae«m tiflXfij lhe king* as. conqueror, also on his side, 
sent to them to surrender their arms, and implore his mer- 
cy ; representing to them at the same time, that as they 
Were in the heart of his dominions, surrounded with vast 
. livers, and numberless nations, it would be impossible for 
thern. to escape his vengeance ; and, therefoffe, they had no- 
thing to do but to submit to the present necessity. Upon 
debating among themselves what answer they should re- 
turn, Proxenes desired to know* of the heralds upon what 
terms he demanded their arms : If, as conqueror, it was in 
J)is power to take them.; if upon. any other footing, what 
would he give them in return. Re was seconded?by Xeno- 
phon, who said, th,at they had nothing left but their arms 
and their liberty, and that they conld hot preserve the one 
without the other. Clearchus said to the same effect ; that 
if the king was disposed to be their friend, they should be 
in a better capacity^ of serving him with ar$ns than without ; 
if their enemy, they should have need of them fof<tigur de- 
fence. Some indeed spoke in terms more comply i^fj that 
as they had served Cyrus faithfully, they would also serve 
Artaxerxes, if he would employ them, and provided he 
would, at the same time, put them in possession of Egypt* 
At last it was agreed, tbey should remain in the place 
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where they were ; and that if they advanced farther, or re- 
treated back, it should be looked upon as a declaration of 
war; so that by the issue of the debate, it appeared to have 
been managed so as to avoid giving a direct answer, but on- 
ly to amuse the king and gain time* 

Whilst this treaty was on foot, they received AriaeuV 
answer, that there were too many powerful men in Persia 
to let him possess the throne ; wherefore he intended to set 
out early the next morning on his return to Greece j and 
that, if they had a mind to accompany him, they should 
join him that night in his camp : which accordingly they 
all did, except Milthocytus, a Thracian, who went with a 
party of three hundred men and forty horse to the king* 
The rest, in conjunction with Ariaeus* forces, decamped 
bft break of day, and continued their march until sunset, 
when they discovered from the neighbouring villages that 
the king was in pursuit of them. 

Clearchus, who now undertook to conduct the Greeks* 
ordered his troops to halt, and prepared for an engagement. 
The king of Persia? terrified by so bold an appearance, sent 
heralds not to demand their surrender, but to propose terms 
of peace and treaty. When Clearchus was informed of their 
arrival, he gave orders to bid them wait, and to tell them 
that he was not yet at leisure to hear them* He assumed 
purposely an air of haughtiness and grantteur, to denote his 
intrepidity, and, at the same time, to shew the fine appear* 
ance and good condition of his phalanx* When he advan- 
ced with the most shewy of his officers, expressly chosen 
for the occasion, and had heard what the heralds had to 
propose; he made answer, that they must begin with giv- 
ing battle, because the army being in want of provisions, 
had no time to lose. The heralds having carried back this 
answer to their master, returned immediately, which shew* 
ed that the king, or whoever spoke in his name, was not 
very far distant.* They said they had orders to conduct 
them to villages were they would find provisions in abun* 
dance, and conducted them thither accordingly. 

After three days stay Tissaphernes arrived from thd 
king, and insinuated to them the good offices he had em- 
ployed for their safety* Clearchus in his own defence 
urged, that they were engaged in this expedition -without 
knowing the enemy against whom they were to contend ; 
that they were free from all engagements, and had no 
ctesigri against the Persian king, unless he opposed th*ir 
return. Tissaphernes seemingly granted their desire, 
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and promised that they should be furnished with all 
necessary provisions in their march ; and to confirm their 
security, that ho himself would be their companion on 
the way. 

Accordingly, in a few days after they /et out under 
his conduct ; but, in their march, the barbarians encamp- 
ing at about a league's distance frqm the Grecians, created 
some little distrusts and jealousies on both sides* In about 
fifty days, being got to the banks of the river Zabatus, 
Clearchus, to prevent things coming to an open rupture, 
had a conference with Tissaphernes. The result of their 
discourse was, that they had been misrepresented to each . 
other by some of Clearchus' officers; and that he should 
bring them all to Tissaphernes, in order to detect those 
who were guilty. In consequence of this, it was agreed 
between them that there should be a general consultation 
of officers, in which those who had been remiss, or attempt- 
ed to sow any dissensions between the twp armies, should 
be exposed and punished. Menon, in particular, was sus- 
pected on both sides, and he was appointed Among the 
number. In consequence of this fatal resolution, the five 
principal generals attended the succeeding day at the Per- 
sian general's tent. Their names wore, CHearchus, Menon, 
Proxenes, Agias, and Socrates ; they, on a signal given, 
were immediately seized, their attendants put to the sword, 
and themselves, after being sent bound to the king, were 
beheaded in his presence. 

Nothing could exceed the consternation of the Greeks 
when they were informed of the massacre of their gene- 
rals : they were now near two thousand miles from home, sur- 
rounded with great rivers, extensive desarts, and inimical 
nations, without any supplies of provisions. In this state 
of general dejection, they could think of taking neither 
nourishment nor repose ; -all now turned their eyes on Xe- 
nophon, a young Athenian, who had been invited into Asia 
by Proxenes, and had hitherto served as a volunteer in the 
army : this was that Xen option afterwards so famous as an 
historian : and his conduct seemed equal to his eloquence, 
in which he surpassed all the rest of mankind. This young 
general went -to some of the Greek officets in the middle 
of the night, and represented to them that they had no 
time to loose : that it was of the last importance to prevent 
the bad designs ot the enemy s that however small their 
number; they would render themselves formidable, -iflhey 
behaved with boldness and resolution 1 * that valou^f and 
not multitudes? determines the success of arms. ; an 




it was necessary, above all things, to nominate geriepSP 
immediately because an array without commanders is like 
a body without a soul. A council was immediately held, 
at which an hundred officers were present ; and Xenophon, 
being desired to, speak, deduced the reasons at large he 
had at first .hut lightly touched upon : and, by hid advice, 
commanders were appointed. They were, Timasion for 
Clearchus, Xanthicles for Socrates, Cleanor for Argis, 
Philesius forMenon, and Xenophon for Proxenes. 

Before the break of day they assembled the army. 
The generals made speeches to animate the troops; and 
Xenophon, among the rest. * Fellow soldiers,' said he, 
4 the loss of so many brave men by vile treachery, and the 
being abandoned by our friends is very deplorable ; but we 
must not sink under our misfortunes : and, if we cannot 
conquer, let us choose rather %o perish gloriously than to 
fall into the hands of barbarians, who would inflict upon us 
the greats miseries^ let us call to mind the glorious battles 
©f Platasa, Thermopylae, Salamis, and the many others 
wherein our ancestors, though with a small number, have 
'fought and defeated the innumerable armies of the Persians, 
and thereby rendered the name alone of Greeks for ever 
formidable. It is to their invincible valour we owe the ho- 
nour we possess of acknowledging no masters upon earth 
but the gods ; nor any happiness but what consists with 
liberty. Those gods the avengers of perjury, and witnes- 
es of the enemy's treason, will be favourable to us ; and as 
they are attacked in the violation of treaties, and take plea- 
sure in humbling the proud,, and exalting the low, they 
wiH also follow us to battle and combat for us. For the rest, 
fellow-soldiers, as we have no refuge but in victory, which 
must be our hope, and wiH make u,s ample amends for 
whatever it costs to attain it ; I should believe, if it were 
your opinion, that for the making a more ready and less 
difficult retreat, it would be very proper to rid ourselves of 
all the useless baggage, and to keep only what is absolutely 
necessary on our march.' All the soldiers that moment 
lifted up their hands, to signify their approbation and con- 
sent to all that had been said ; and without loss of time set 
fire to their tents and carriages; such of them as had too 
much equipage, giving it to others who had two fiule* and 
destroying the rest. 

Chemophurs, the Spartan general, led the van, and 
Xenopboti, with Timasion, brought up the rear. They 
bent tlv?ir march towards the heads of the great rivers, in 
order to pass them were they werefordable* But they had 
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made Hltte way before they were followed by & party of the 
enemy's archers and slingers, commanded by Mithridates,. 
which galled their rear, and wounded several of them, who 
being heavy armed, and without cavalry, could make no 
resistance. To prevent the like inconvenience, Xenophon 
furnished Wo hundred Rhodtans with slings, and mounted 
fifty more of his men upon baggage horses ; so that when 
Mithridates came up with them a second time, and with & 
much greater body, he repulsed them with loss, and made 
good his retreat with this handful of men, until! he arrived 
near the city of Larissa, on tne banks of the Tigris. From 
thence they marched to another desolate city, called Mep- 
sile, and about four leagues from that place Tissaphernes 
came up to them with his whole army in order of battle ; 
but after several skirmishes was forced to retire* In a few 
days after he secured an eminence, over which the Gre- 
cians were obliged to make their way, which Xenophon 
perceiving, took a detachment of the army, and with great 
diligence gained the top of a mountain which commanded 
that eminence, from whence he easily dislodged the enemy 
and made good a passage for the rest of his troops into the 
plain, where they found plenty of provisions, Tissaphernes 
hud done what he could before to burn and destroy the 
country. ^ 

But still they were under as great difficulties as ever, 
being bounded on the one hand by the Tigris, and on the 
91. her by inaccessible mountains, inhabited by theCarduch, 
a fierce and warlike people ; and who, Xenophon says, had 
cut off an army of six score thousand Persians to a man by 
reason of the difficulty of the ways. However, having no» 
boats to cross the river, and the passage through the moun- 
tains opening into the rich plains of Armenia, they resol- 
ved to pursue their* march that way. These barbarians 
soon took the alarm, but not being prepared to meet the 
Greeks in a body, they possessed themselves of the tops of 
the rocks and mountains, and from thence annoyed them 
with darts and great stones, which tkpy threw down into 
the defiles through which they passed, in which they were 
also attacked by several other parties ; and though their 
Moss was not considerable, yet, what with storms and fa- 
mine besides seven tedious days .march, and being continu- 
ally forced to fight their way, they underwent more fatigue 
and hardship than they had suffered from the Persians du- 
ring the whole expedition. 

They found themselves soon after exposed to ttew dan- 
gers. Almost -at the foot of the mountains, they cams to 
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a river two hundred feet in breadth, called Cenlrites, which 
stopped their march. They had to defend themselves against 
the enemy, who pursued them in the rear, and the Arme- 
nians, the soldiers of the country, who defended the oppo- 
site side of the river. They attempted in*vain to pass it in 
a place where the water came up to their arm-pits, and were' 
carried away by the rapidity of the current, against which 
the weight of their arm& made them unable to resist. By 
good fortune they discovered another place not so deep, 
where some Soldiers had seen \he people of the country 
pass. It required abundance of address, diligence, and 
valour to keep off the enemy on both sides of them. The 
army, however, ^passed the river at length without much 
loss. 

They marched forwards with less interruption, passed the 
source of the Tigris, and arrived at the little river Teleboa, 
which is very beautiful, and has many villages on its banks- 
Here began the western Armenia, which was governed by 
Tiribasus, a satrap much beloved by the king, and who had 
the honour to help him to mount on horse back when at 
the conrt. He offered to let the army pass, and to suffer 
the soldiers to* take all they waited, upon condition that 
they should commit no ravages in their march ; which pro- 
posal was accepted and ratified on each side. Tiri- 
basus kept always a flying camp at a small distance from 
the atMny. There fell a great quantity of snow, which gave 
the troops some inconvenience ; and they learnt from a pri- 
soner, that Tiribasus had a design to attack the Greeks ^at 
a pass on the mountains, in a defile through which they 
must necessarily march. They prevented him, by seizing 
that post, after having put the enemy to flight. Alter some 
days march through the desart, they passed the Euphrates 
near its source, not having the water above their middles. 

They suffered exceedingly afterwards from a north 
wind, which blew in their faces, and prevented respiration ; 
so that it was thought necessary to sacrafice to the wind, 
upon which it seemed to abate. They marched on in snow 
five or six feet deep, which killed several servants and beasts 
of burthen, besides thirty soldiers. They made fires du- 
ring the night, for they found plenty of wood. All the next 
day they continued their march through the snow, when 
many ot them, from the excess of hunger, followed witR 
langour, or fainting, continued lying upon the ground 
through weakness and want of spirits : when something had 
been given them to eat, they found themselves relieve^ 
and continued their march. 
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After a march of seven days they arrived at the river 
Araxes, called also the Phasus, which is about an hundred 
feet in breadth. Two days after they discovered the Pha- 
sians, the Chalybes, and the Taochians, who kept the pass 
of the mountain lo prevent their descending into the plain. 
They saw it was impossible to avoid coming to a battle 
with them, and resolved to give it the same day. Xeno- 
phon, who had observed that the enemy defended only the 
ordinary passage, and that the mountain was three leagues 
in extent, proposed the sending a detachment to take pos- 
session of the heights that commanded the enemy,, which 
would not be difficult, as they might prevent all suspicion 
of their design by a march in the night, and by making a 
false attack by the main road to amuse the barbarians. This 
was accordingly executed, the enemy put to flight, and the 
pass cleared. Thus, after twelve^ or fifteen days march, 
they arrived at a very high mountain, called Tecqua, from, 
whence they descried the sea. The first who perceived it 
raised great shouts of joy for a considerable time, which 
made Xenophon imagine that the van-guard was attacked 
and went with all haste to support it. As he approached 
nearer, the cry of' The sea ! the seal' was heard distinct* 
ly ; and the alarm changed into joy and gaiety ; and when 
they came to the top, nothing was heard but a confused. 
noise of the whole army crying out together, 'The seal 
the seal' whilst they could not refrain from tears, nor 
from embracing their generals and officers ; and then, with- 
out waiting for orders, they heaped up a pile of stones, 
and erected a trophy with broken bucklers and other arms. 

From thence, they advanced to the mountains of Cor- 
chis, one of which was higher than the rest, and of that 
the people of the country had possessed themselves. The 
Greeks drew up in battle at the bottdm of it to ascend : for 
the access was not impracticable* Xenophon did not judge 
it proper to march in line of battle, but by defiles ; because 
the soldiers could not keep their ranks from the inequality 
of the ground, that in some places were easy, in others 
.difficult to climb, which might discourage them. That ad- 
vice was approved, and the army formed according to it. 
The heavy armed troops amounted to/our score'files, .each 
consisting of about one hundred men; with eighteen hun- 
dred' light armed soldiers, divided in three bodies ; one of 
which was posted on the right, another on the left* and a 
third in the centre. After having encouraged his troops, 
by representing to them> that this was the last obstacle they 
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had to surmount* and implored the assistance of the god 9, 
the army began to ascerid the hill. The enemy were not 
able to support their charge, and dispersed. They passed 
th& mountain, and encamped in villages, where they foiled 
provisions in abundance* 

A very strange accident happened there to the army, 
•which put them in great consternation ; for the soldiers 
finding abundance of bee-hives in that place, and eating r 
the honey, they were taken with violent vomiting and fluxes 
attended with raving fits ; so that those who were least ill 
seemed like drunken men, and the rest either furiously 
mad or dying* The earth was strewed with their bodies 
as ajter a defeat : however, none of them died: and the 
distemper ceased the next day, about the same hour it had 
taken them. The third or fourth day the soldiers got up, 
but in the condition people are in after taking a violent me- 
decine. 

Two days after the army arrived near Trebisond, a 
Greek dolony of Sinopians, situated upon the Euxine or 
Black Sea, in the province of Cokhis. Here they lay en- 
camped for thirty days, and acquitted themselves of the 
vows they had made to Jupiter, Hercules, and the other 
deities, to obtain an happy return into their own country: 
they also celebrated the games of horse and foot races, 
wrestling, boxing, the pancratium; the whole attended 
with the greatest joy and solemnity. Here Xenopbon form- 
ed a project of settling them in those parts, and founding 
a Grecian colony, which was approved of by some ; but 
his enemies representing it to the army only as a more ho- 
nourable way of abandoning them ; and to the inhabitants 
as a design to subdue and enslave the country, he was for- 
ced to give over that enterprize. However, the noise of it 
had this good effect, that the natives did what they could 
in a friendly manner to procure their departure, advising 
them to go by sea as the safest way, and furnished them 
with a sufficient number of transports for that purpose. 

Accordingly they embarked with a fair wind, and the 
next day got into 'the harbour of Sinope, where Chiriso- 
phus met them with some gallies ; but instead of the mo- 
ney they had also expected from him, he only told i them 
they should be paid their arrears as soon as they got out 
of the Etfxine sea. But this answer occasioned a great 
deal of murmuring and discontent among them: so that 
they resolved to put themselves under one general, desiring 
Xenophon in the roosrt pressing and affectionate terms to " 
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accept of that command, which he modestly, declined, and 
procured the choice to fall upon C icrisophus. But he en- 
joyed it not above si* or seven day* ; for no sooner were 
they arrived at Heraclea, than the army deposed him for 
refusing to extort a sum of money from the inhabitants of 
that city ; which being a Grecian colony, Xenophon like- 
wise refused to concern himself in that affair ; so that the 
army being disappointed- in their hopes of plunder, fell into 
a mutiny, and divided into three bodies, after suffering a 
slight retreat. When divided from their barbarian ene- 
mies, they were happily reunited, and encamped at the 
port of Calpe, where they settled the command as before, 
substituting Neon in the room of Cherisophus, who died 
here, and making it death for any man henceforward to 
propose the dividing of the army. But being strcightened 
for provisions, they were forced to spread themselves in 
the vallies, where Ph'arnabazus* horse being joined by the 
inhabitants, cut in pieces five hundred of them ; ine rest 
escaping to a hill, were rescued and brought off by Xeno- 
phon, who, after this led them through a large forest, 
where* Pharnabazus had posted his troops to oppose their 
passage : but they entirely defeated him, and pursued their 
march to Chrysopolis of Chalcedon, having got a gr„eat 
deal of booty in their way, and from thence to Byzantium* 
From thence he led them to Salmydessa, to serve Se- 
uthes prince of Thrace, who had before solicited Xenophon 
by his envoys to bring troops to his aid, in order to his re- 
establishment in his father's dominions, of which his ene- 
mies had deprived him* He had made Xenophon great 
promises for himself and his. troops; but when he had done 
him the service he wanted, he was so far from keeping his 
word, that he did not give them the pay agreed upon. 
Xenophon reproached him exceedingly with this breach 
of faith, imputing his perfidy to his minister Heraclides, 
who thought to make his court to his master by saving him 
a sum of money at the expence of justice, faith, and ho- 
nesty, qualities which ought to,he dearer than all others to 
a prince, as they contribute the most to his reputation, as 
well as to tiie success of affairs, and the security of 
a stale. But that treacherous minister, who looked upon 
honour, probity and justice, as mere chimeras ; and that 
there was nothing real but the possession of much money, 
had no thoughts, in consequence, but of enriching himself 
by any means whatsoever; and robbed his -master first 
*witfrimpunity, and all his subjects along with him. 4 How- 
^ v ^r,' continued Xenophon, * every wise man, especially 
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in authority and command, ought to regard justice, probi- 
ty, and the faith of engagements as the most precious trea- 
sure he can possess ; and as an assured resource and in- 
fallible support in all the events that can happen.' Hera* 
elides was the more in the wrong for acting in this manner 
■with regard to the Jtroops, as he was a native of Greece, 
and not a Thraciun ; but avarice had extinguished all sense 
of honor in him. 

Whilst the dispute between Seuthes jtnd Xenophon 
was warmest* Charminus and Polynices arrived as ambas-* 
sudors from Laccdaemon, and brought advice, that the.re- 
public had declared war against Tissaphernes and Pharna- 
baaus: that Thimbron had already embarked with yhe 
troops, and promised a daric a month to every soldier, two 
to each officer, and four to the colonels, who should engage 
in the service. Xenophon accepted the offer, and having 
obtained from Seuthes, by the meditation of the ambassa- 
dors, part of the pay due to him, he went by sea to Lamp- 
sac us with the army, which amounted, at that time*, to al- 
most six thousand men. . From thence he advanced to 
Pergamus, a cjty in the province of Troas. Having met 
near Parthenia, (where ended the expedition of the Areeks), 
a great nobleman returning into Persia, he took him, his 
wife and children, with all his equipage ;. and, by that 
means, found himself in a condition to bestow great libe- 
ralities amongst the soldiers, and to make them a satis- 
factory amends for all the losses they bad sustained. 
Thimbron at length arrived, who took upon him the 
command of the troops ; and having joined them with 
his own, marched against Tissaphernes and Pharnabazus%' 

Such was the event of Cyrus' expedition. Xenophon 
reckons from the first setting out of that prince's army 
from the city of Ephesus to their arrival where, the battle ' 
was fought, five hundred and thirty parasangas, or leagues; 
and four score and thirteen days march ; and in their re- 
/ turn from the place of battle to Cotyora, a chy upon the 
coast of«the Euxine, or Black Sea, six hundred and twenty 
parasangas, or leagues, and one hundred, and twenty days 
march; and adding both together, he says the way going 
and coming was eleven* hundred and filcy-five parasarigas, 
or leagues, and two hundred and fifteen days march ; and 
that the whole time the army took to perform that jour- 
irey* including the days of rest, was fifteen months. 

This retreat of the ten thousand Greeks has been al- ' 
waf s passed among-judges of the art of war as v a moat e#- 
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traordinary undertaking ; and it, in seme measure, inspir- 
ed them ever after with ft contempt for the power, of the 
Persians; it taught them* that their dominions could be 
invaded without danger ; and, that marching into Persia 
was but pursuing an unresisting enemy, that only appeared 
to offer victory rather than hat tie. 

In the qiean time, while Greece was gaining fame in 
Persia, Athens was losing its honor at home ; though it 
had now some breathing time to recover from its late confu- 
sions, yet still there were the seeds of rancour remaining- ; 
and the- citizens opposed each other with unremitting ma- 
lice. Socrates was the first object that fell a sacrifice to 
these popular dissensions. We have already seen this 
great man, who was the son of an obscure citizen at Athens, 
emerging from the meanness of his birth, and giving ex- 
amples of courage, moderation,- and wisdom ; we have seen 
him saving the life of Alcibiades in battle ; o£ refusing to 
concur in the edict which unjustly doomed the six Athen- 
ian generals to death ; of withstanding the thirty, tyrants* 
and of spurning the bigotry and persecution of the times 
with the most acute penetration, and the most caustic rail- 
lery ; hi possessed unexampled good nature, and an uni- 
versal love to mankind; he was ready to pity vices in 
others, while he was in a great measure free from them 
himself; however, he knew his own defects,. and if he was 
proud of any thing, it was in the being thought to have none. 
* He seemed,' says Libanius, < the common father of the 
republic, so attentive was he to the happiness and advantage 
of his whole country.' But as it is very difficult to correct 
the aged, and to make people change principles, who revere 
the errors in which they have grown grey, he devoted his 
labours principally to the instruction of youth, in order to 
sow the seeds of virtue in a soil more fit to produce the 
fruits of it. He had no open school like -the. rest of the 
philosophers, nor set times for his lessons ; he had no 
benches prepared, nor^ever mounted a professor's chair ; 
he was-the philosopher of all times and seasons ; he taught 
ill all places, and upon all occasions, in walking, conversa- 
tion at meals, in the army, and in the midst of the camp, 
in the public assemblies of the senate or people. Such was 
the man whom a faction in the city had long devoted to de- 
struction ; he had been for many years before his death 
the object of their satire and ridicule. Aristophanes, the 
comic poet, was engaged to expose him upon the siage ; he 
composed a piece called the Clouds, wherein he introduced 
the philosopher in a basket, uttering the most ridiculous 
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absurdities. Socrates, who was present at the exhibition 
of his own character, seemed not to feel the least emotion ; 
and, as some strangers were present who desired to know 
the original for whom the play was intended, he rose up from 
his seat, and shewed himself during the whole representa- 
tion. This w.as the fcrst blov struck* at him ; and it was 
not till twenty years after, thatMelitus appeared in a more 
formal manper as his accuser, and entered a regular pro- 
cess against him. His accusation consisted of two heads ; 
the first was, that he did not admit the gods acknowledged 
by the republic, and introduced new divinities : the second, 
that he corrupted the youth of Athens : and concluded with 
inferring that sentence of death ought to pass against him. 
How far the whole charge affected him is not easy to de* 
termine : it is certain, that amidst so much zeal and super- 
stition as then reigned In Athens, he never durst openly op- 
pose the received religion, and was therefore forced to pre- 
serve an outward shew of it ; but it is very probable, from 
the discourses he frequently held with his friends, that in, 
his- heart he despised and laughed at their monstrous opin- 
ions and ridiculous mysteries, as having no other founda- 
tion than the fables of the poets ; and that he had attained 
to the notion of the one only true God, insomuch, that up* 
on the account both of his belief of the Deity, and the ex- 
emplariness of his life, some have thought fit to rank him 
with the Christian philosophers. 

As soon as the conspiracy broke out, the friends of So- 
crates prepared for his defence* Lysias, the most able 
orator 'of his time, brought him an elaborate discourse of 
his composing, wherein he had set forth the reasons and 
measures of Socrates in their full force, and interspersed 
the wholeswith tender and pathetic strokes, capable of mov- 
ing the most obdurate hearts. Socrates read it with plea- 
sure, and approved it very much ; but, as it was more con- 
formable to the rules of rhetoric, tban the sentiments and 
fortitude of a philosopher, he told him frankly, that it did 
not suit him. Upon which Lysia3 having asked how it 
was possible to be well done, and at the same time not suit 
him ? ( In the same manner,' said he, using according to 
his custom a vulgar comparison, * that an excellent work- 
man might bring me magnificent apparel, or shoes embroi- 
dered with gold, to which nothing would be wanting on 
his part, but which, however, would not fit me.' He per- 
sisted, therefore, inflexibly in the resolution not to demean 
hirose/f by begging suffrages in the low abject manner 
common *£ that time* He employed neither artifice nov 



186 

the glitter of eloquence ; he had no recourse either to soli- 
citation or entreaty ; he brought neither his wife nor chil- 
dren to incline the judges in his favour by their sighs and 
tears ; nevertheless, though he firmly refused to make use 
of apy other voice but his own in his defence, and to appear 
before his judges in the submissive posture of a suppliant, 
he did not behave in that manner out of pride or contempt 
of the tribunal ; it was from a noble and intrepid assurance, 
resulting from greatness of soul, and the consciousness of 
his truth and innocence ; so that his defence had nothing 
timorous or weak in it : his discourse was bold, manly, gen- 
erous, without passion } without emotion, full of the nobj^ 
liberty of a philosopher, with no other ornament than that 
of truth, and brightened universally with the character and 
language of innocence* Plato, who was present, transcri- 
bed it afterwards, and without any additions* composed from 
it the work which he calls the Apology of Socrates, one of 
the most consummate master-pieces *f antiquity. I shall 
here make an extract from it. 

Upon the day assigned, the proceedings commenced 
in the usual forms ; the parties appeared, before the judges, 
and Melitus spoke ; the, worse his cause, and the less pro- 
vided it was with proofs, the more occasion he had for ad- 
dress arid art to cover its weakness ; he omitted nothing 
that might render the adverse party odious ; and, instead 
of reasons which could not but*%il him, he substituted the 
delusive shine of a lively and pompous eloquence. Socrates, 
in observing, that he could not tell what impression the 
discourse of his accusers might mak£ upon the fudges, 
owns, that for his part, he scarce knew himself, they had 
given such artful colouring and likelihood to their argu- 
ments, though there was not the least word bf truth in all 
they had advanced. ' _ . - 

£ I am afceused of corrupting the youth, and of instill- 
ing dangerous maxims*ntp them, as well in regarded the 
worship of the gods as the-Tulcsof government. You know, 
Athenians, that I never? made it my profession to teach, nor 
can envy, however \'iole*r*t against me, reproach me with 
having ever sold my instructions. I have an undeniable 
evidence for me in this inspect, which is my poverty. Al- 
ways equally ready to communicate my thoughts either to 
the rich or poor, and to give them entire leisure to question 
or answer me. I lend myself to every one who is desirous 
of becoming virtuous ; and if, amongst those who hear me, 
there are any that prove either good or bad, neither ther 
virtues of the one, -nor the vices of the other, to which I 
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frave not contributed, are to be ascribed to me. My whole 
employment is to persuade the young, and old against too 
much love for the body, for riches, and alt other precarious 
things, of whatsoever nature they be; and against too lit- 
tle regard for the soul>_ which -ought' to be the object of 
their affection* For I incessantly- urge to you, that virtue 
does not proceed from riches;, but, on the contrary 1 , riches 
from virtue ; and that alt the other goods of human life, 
as well public as private, h«t*e^ their source in the same 
principle.' 

•If to speak in this** manner be to corrupt youth, I 
confess, Athenians, that I am guilty, and deserve to be pu- 
nished. If what I say be not true, it is most easy to con- 
vict me. of my falsehood* I see here a great number of 
my. disci ptesi they* have only to appear. But, perhaps, 
the reserve and consideration for a master who has in- 
structed them, will prevent them from declaring against 
me; at least their fathers, brothers,, and uncles, cannot, 
as good relations and good citizens, dispense with- their not 
standing forth to demand vengeance against the corrupter 
of their sons, brothers, and nephew*. But these- are* the per- 
sons who take upon them my defence, and interest them- 
selves in the success of my cause.' 

4 Pass on me what sentence you please, Athenians; 
but I can neither repent or change my conduct; V must 
not abandon or" suspend a function whic^ God himself ha* 
imposed, on me. Now he* bas charged me with'the care 
of instructing my fellow-citizens. If after having faith* 
fkilly kept all the posts wherein I was placed by our gene- 
rals at Potidaa* Amphtpolis, and Deliam, the fear of 
death should at this time make me abandon that- in which 
the divine Providence has placed me, by commanding me 
to pass my life in the- study of philosophy for the instruc- 
tion of myself and others ; this would be a most criminal 
defection indeed, and make me highly worthy of being 
cited before this tribunal as an impious man, who does not 
believe the gods. Should you. resolve to acquit me ; for 
the future, I should not hesitate to make answer, Athen- 
ians, I honour and love you ; but I shall chase rather to* 
obey God than you, and to my latest breath shall never re- 
nounce my philosophy, nor cease to exhort and reprove* 
you according to my custom, by telling each of you when 
you come in my way, -my good friend, and citizen of the- 
most famous city in the world for wisdom and valour,, are 
yon not -ashamed to* have no other thoughts than that of 
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amassing wealth, and of acquiring glory, ere At, and digni- 
ties) whilst you neglect the treasures of prudence, truth and 
wisdom, and take no pains in rendering your soul as good 
and perfect as it is capable of being V 

* I am reproached with abject fear and meanness of spi- 
rit, fpr being so busy in imparting my advice to every one 
in private, and for having always avoided to be present in 
your assemblies to give my counsels to my country. I 
think I have sufficiently proved my courage and fortitude 
both in the field where I have borne arms with you, and. 
in the senate, where I alone opposed the unjust* sentence 
you pronounced against, the ten captains, who had not 
taken up and interred the bodies of those who were killed 
and drowned in the sea-fight near the island Arginusse; 
and when, upon, more than one occasion, I opposed the 
tiplent aud cruel orders of the thirty tyrants. What is it 
then that has prevented me from appearing in your assem- 
blies? It is that daemon, that voice divine, which you, have 
so often heard me mention; and Melitushas taken so much 
pains to ridicule. That spirit has attached itself to me 
from my infancy : it is a voice, which I never hear, but 
when it would prevent me from persisting in something I 
have resolved ; for it never exhorts me to undertake any 
thing: it is the same being that has always opposed me 
when I wpuld have intermeddled in the affairs of the re- 
public, and that with the greatest reason ; for I should have 
been amongst the dead long ago had I been concerned in 
the measures of the state, without effecting any thing to 
the advantage of myself or our* country. Do not take it 
ill, I beseech you, if I speak my thoughts without disguise, 
and with truth and freedom. Every man who would ge- 
nerously oppose a whole people, either amongst us or 
elsewhere, and who inflexibly applies himself to prevent 
the violation of the laws, and the- practice of iniquity in 
a. government, will never do so long with impunity. It 
is absolutely necessary for him, who would contend for 
justice, if he has any thoughts of living, to remain in a 
private station, and never to have any share in public af- 
fairs.' 

* For the rest, Athenians, if, in the extreme danger I 
now am, I do not, imitate the behaviour of those, who 
upon less emergencies, have implored and supplicated 
their judges with tears, and have brought forth their chil- 
dren, relations and friends ; it is not through pride and 
obstinacy, or any. contempt for you, but solely for your 
honor, and for that of the whole city. You should know, 
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that there are amongst our citizens those who do not re- 
gard death as an evil j and who give that name only to in-* 
justice and infamy. >At my age, and with the reputation, 
true or false, which I have, would it be consistent for me, 
after all the lessons I haVe given upon the contempt of 
death, to* be afraid of it myself, and to belie in myiast 
action, all the principles and sentiments of my past life I* 

' But without speaking of my fame which I should ex* 
tremely4njure by such a conduct, I do not ttfink it allow* 
able to intreat a judge, nor to be absolved by supplicati- 
ons. He ought to be persuaded and convinced. The 
judge does not sit upon the benth to shew favour, by vio- 
lating the laws, but to do justice in conforming to them* 
He. does not swear to discharge with impunity whom he 
pleases, but to do justice where it is due: we ought not, 
therefore, to accustom you to perjury, nor you to suffer 
yourselves to be accustomed to it ; for, in so doing, both 
the one and the other of us equally injure justice and reli- 
gion, and both are criminal*/ 

4 Do not, therefore, expect from me, Athenians, that 
I should have recourse amongst you to means which I be- * 
Heve neither honest nor lawful, especially upon this occa- 
sion, wherein I am accused of impiety by Melitus ; for, 
if I should influence you by my prayers, and thereby in- 
duce you to violate your oaths, it would be undeniably 
evident, that I teach you not to believe in the gods ; and 
even in defending and justifying myself, should furnish 
my adversaries with arms against me, and prove that I 
believe no divinity. But I am very far from such bad 
thoughts. I am more convinced of the existence of God 
than. my accusers; and so convinced, that I abandon my- 
self to God and yon, that you may judge of me as you 
shall deem best for yourselves and me/ 

Socrates pronounced this discourse with a Htm and in- 
trepid tone : his air, his action, his visage, expressed no- 
thing of the accused ; he seemed the master of his judges, 
from the assurance and greatness of soul with which he 
spoke, without however losing any thing of the modesty 
natural to him. But how slight soever the proofs were a- 
gainst him, the faction was powerful enough to find him 
guilty. There was the form of a process against him, and 
his irreligion was the pretence upon which it was ground- 
ed, but his death was certainly a concerted thing. His 
.steady uninterrupted course of obstinate virtue, which had 
made him in many cases appear singular, and oppose what- 
ever he thought illegal or unjust, without any regard to 
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times or persons, had procured him a great deal or envy 
40d ill-will. 

By his first sentence the judges only declared Socrates 
guilty; but when, by his answer he appeared to appeal 
from their tribunal to that of justice and posterity i when, 
instead of confessing himself guilty, he demanded rewards 
and honours from the state* the judges were so very much 
offended, ll>at they condemned him to drink hemlock, a 
method of execution then in use amongst them* 

Socrates received this sentence with the utmost compo- 
sure. Apollodqrus, ope of his disciples, launching out in- 
to bitter invectives and lamentations that Vis master should 
die innpcent : ' What/ replied Socrates^ with a smile, 
4 would you have me die guilty ? Melifcus and Anytus n*ay. 
kill, but they cannot hurt me.' 

After his sentence he still continued with the same 
serene and intrepid aspect with which he had long enforced 
virtue ajid held tyrants in awe ; when he entered his prison 
which now became the residence of virtue- and probity, his. 
friends followed him thither, and continued to visit him du- 
ring the interval between his condemnation, and death, 
which lasted for thirty days. The cause of that long delay 1 
w,as* the Athenians sent every year a ship to the isle of Do. 
los, to offer certajn sacrafices ; and it was prohibited to 
to put any person to death in the city, from the time the 
priest 0/ Apollo had crowned the; poop of this vessel as a* 
signal of its departure, 'till the same vessel should return ;- 
so that sentence having been passed upon Socrates the day* 
after that, ceremony began, it was necessary to defer the 
execution of it for thirty days, during the continuance of 
this voyage. 

Jn this long "interval, death had sufficient opportunities to- 
present itself before his eyes in all its terrors, and to put 
lais constancy to the proof ; not only by the severe rigour 
of a dungeon, and the irons upon his legs, but by the con- 
tinual prospect and cruel expectation of an event to which 
nature is always abhorrent. In this sad condition he did 
not cease to enjoy that profound tranquility of mind which 
his friends had always admired in him. He entertained 
tjiem with the same temper he had always expressed ; and 
(prito observes, that the evening before his death,* he slept 
as peaceably as at any other time. He composed also an 
hymn in honour of Apollo and Diana,, and turned one of 
-£? sop's fable into verse. 

The day before, or the same day that the ship was to 
arrive from Delos, the return of Which wa$ to be followed 
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the death of Socrates, Crito his intimate friend, came to 
him early in the morning to let him know that bad news ; 
and, at the same time, that it depended only upon himself 
to quit the prison ; that the jailor was gained ; that he would 
find the doors open, and offered him a safe retreat in Thes- 
saly. Socrates who laughed at this proposal, and asked 
him, * whether he knew any place out of Attica where peo- 
ple did not die ? Crito urged the thing very seriously, and 
pressed him to take the advantage of so precious ah oppor- 
tunity adding argument upon argument, to induce his con- 
sent, and to. engage him to resolve upon his escape : with- 
out mentioning the inconsolable grief he should suffer for 
the death of such a friend, how should he support the re- 
proaches of an infinity of people, who would believe that it 
was in his power to have saved him, but that he would not 
sacrafice a small part of his wealth for that purpose : can 
the people ever be persuaded that so wise a>man as Socra- 
tes would not quit his prison when he might do it with all 
possible security ? perhaps he might fear to expose .his 
friends, or to occasion the loss of their fortunes, or even of 
their lives or liberty : ought there to be any thing more 
dear and pre'cious to them than the preservation of Socrates ? 
Even strangers themselves dispute that honor with them 
many of whom have come expressly with considerable sums 
of money to purchase his efscape, and declare, that thejr 
should think themselves highly honoured to receive him 
amongst tnem, and to supply him abundantly with all he 
should have occasion for : ought he to abandon himself , to 
enemies who have obcasioned his being condemned unjust- 
ly, and can he think it allowable to betray his own cause I 
It is not essential to his goodness and justice to spare his 
fellow-citizens the guilt of innocent blood : but if all these 
motives cannot alter him, and he is not concerned in re- 
gard to himself, can he be insensible to the interests of his 
children ? In what a condition does he leave them ; and can; . 
he forget the father, to remember only the philosopher. 

Socrates after having heard him with attention, praised 
his zeal, and expressed his gratitude; but before he could 
give into his opinion, was for examining whether it was 
just for him to depart out of prison without the consent of 
the Athenians. The question therefore here is, to kriow 
whether a man condemned to die, though unjustly, can 
without a crime escape from justice and the laws. Socra- 
tes held that it was unjust ; and therefore, nobly refused to 
escape from prison* He reverenced the laws of his couo+ 
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|ry, and resolved to obey them in all things, even in his 
death. 

At length the fatal ship returned to Athens, which was 
in a manner the signal for the death of Socrates. The 
pext day all his friends, except Plato, who was sick, repair- 
ed to the prison early in the morning. The jailor desired 
them to wait a little, because the eleven magistrates (who 
had the direction of the prisons) were at that time signify- 
ing to the prisoner that he was to die the same day. Pre* 
senily after they entered and found Socrates, whose chains 
had been taken off, sitting by Xantippe, his wife, who held 
one af his children in her arms ; as soon as she perceived 
them, setting upjjreat cries, sobbing, and tearing her face 
and hair, she made the prison resound with her complaints; 
Oh, my dear Socrates! your friejxls are come to see you 
for the last time! He desired she might be taken away, 
• and she was immediately carried home. 

Socrates passed the rest of the day with his friends, 
and discoursed with them with bis usual chearfulness and 
tranquility. The subject of conversation was the most im- 
portant, but adapted to the present conjuncture ; that is to> 
say, the immortality of the soul. What gave occasion ta 
this discourse, was, a question introduced in a manner by 
chance, whether a true philosopher ought not to desire* 
and take pains to die? This proposition taken too literally, 
implied an opinion, that a philosopher might kill himself* 
Socrates shews that nothing is more unjust thanthis notion ; 
and that, man appertaining to God> who formed and placed 
bim with bis own hand in the post he possesses, caanot 
abandon it without his permission, nor depart from life 
yithout his order. What is it then that can induce a phi- 
losopher to entertain this love for death? It can be only* 
the hope of that happiness- which he expects in another- 
jife; and that hope can be founded only upon the opinion 
of the soul's immortality* 

Socrates employed the last day of his life in entertain- 
ing his friends upon this great and important subjects ; 
from which conversation, Plato's admirable dialogue, enti- 
UecLthe Phaedon, is wholly taken. He explains to his 
friends .all the arguments for believing the soul immortal, 
and refutes all the objections against itj which are very 
pear the same as are made at this day* 

Wfien Socrates had done speaking, Crito desired hi nv 
to give him, and the rest of his friends, his last instructions 
in regard to his children and other affairs, that by execu- 
ting them they might have the copsolation of doing him 
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some pleasure, I shall recommend nothing to you 4hia 
day, replied Socrates* more than I have already done, 
which is to take care of yourselves* You cannot do your- 
selves a greater service, nor do me and my family a great- 
er pleasure. Crito having asked him afterwards in what 
manner he thought fit to be buried ? as you please, said* 
Socrates, if you can lay hold of me, and I not escape out* 
of your hands* At the same time, looking on his friends 
with a smile, I can never persuade Crito, that Socrates is* 
he who converses, with you, and disposes the several parts 
of his discourse, for he always- imagines that I am what be' 
is going to see dead in a little while ; he confounds me* 
with my carcase, and therefore asks me how I would be 
interred* In N finishing these words, he rose up, and went* 
to bathe himself in a chamber adjoining; After he came* 
out of the bath, his children were brought to him, for he* 
had three, two Very little, and the other grown up. He' 
spoke to them for some time, gave his orders to the women 
who took care of them, and then dismissed them. Being' 
reiurned into his chamber, he laid himself down upon his 
bed. v 

The servant of the eleven entered at the same instant, 
and having informed him that the time for drinking the 
hemlock was come, (which was at sunset) the servant was 
so much afflicted wiih sorrow, that he turned his back and 
fell -a weeping. < See, 1 said Socrates, i the good heart of 
this man, since my imprisonment he has often come to see 
me, and to converse with me ; he is more worthy than ail 
his fellows : how heartily the poor man weeps feir roe !' This 
is a remarkable example, and might teach those in an ofifce 
of thisjund how they ought to behave to all prisoners, but* 
more especially to persons of merit, when they- are so un- 
happy as to fall into their hands. The fatal cup was brought. 
Socrates asked what it was necessary for him to do? No- 
thing more, replied the servant, than as soon as you have 
drank off the draught, to walk about till you find your legs 
grow weary, and afterwards to lie* down upon your bed* 
He look the cup without any emotion, or change in his 
colour or countenance ; and regarding the man with a stea- 
dy and assured look : c well,' said he, « what say, you of 
this drink ; may one make a. libation out of it * ' Upon be- 
ing told that there was only enough for one dose : * At 
least,' continued he, ' we may say our prayers to the gods, 
&». it is our duty, and implore them to make our exit from 
this world, and our last stage happy, which is^vhat I roost 
ardently beg of them* After having spoke these words, 
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he kept silence for some time, and then drank off the 
whole draught with an amazing tranquility and serenity of 
aspect not to be expressed or conceived. 

Till then his friends, with great violence to themselves 
had refrained f;om tears, but afier he had drank the potion 
they were no longer their own masters, and wept abundant- 
ly. Apollodoiu.^ who had been in tears during almost 
the whole conversation, began then to raise great cries, 
and to lament with such excessive grief, as pierced the 
hearts of all that were present. Socrates alone remained 
unmoved, and even reproved his friends, though with his 
usual mildness and good nature. 'What are you doing?* 
said he to them* ' I admire at you ! Ohl what is become 
of your virtue ? was it not for this I seat away the women* 
that they might not fall into these weaknesses ; for I have 
always heard say that we ought to d]e pesaceaoly, and bless- 
ing the gods. Re at ease, I btTg you, and shew more con- 
stancy and resolution.' He then obliged them to restrain 
their tears. 

In the mean time he kept walking to and fro; and 
when he found his legs grow weary, he laid down upon 
his back, as be had been directed. 

The poison then operated more and more. When So- 
crates Jound it began to gain upon the heart, uncovering 
his face, which had been covered, without doubt to pre- 
vent any thing from disturbing him in 'his last moments, 
* Crito,' said he, ' we owe a cock to .ALsculapius ; dis- 
charge that vow for me, and pray do not forget iu' Soon 
after which he. breathed his last. Crito went to his body* 
and cjosetl his mouth and eyes. Such was the end of So- 
crates, in the first year of the ninety-fifth Olympiad, and 
the seventieth of his age. 

It was not till some time after the death of this great 
man, that the people of Athens perceived their mistake, 
and began to repent of it; their hatred being satisfied, 
their prejudices expired; and time having given them an 
opportunity for reflection* the notorious injustice of the 
sentence appeared 4n all its horrors. Nothing was heard 
throughout the city but discourses in favour of Socrates. 
The Academy, the Lycxum, private*houses, public walks, 
and 'market places, seemed still to ve-echo the sound of his 
loved voice. * Here,' said they, * he formed our youth, 
and taught our children tolOve their country, and to ho- 
nour their parents. In this place he gave us his admirable 
lessons, and sometimes made us seasonable reproaches, to 
engage us more warmly in the pursuit of virtue. Alas I 
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how have we rewarded him for such important services!' 
Alliens was in universal mourning and consternation. The 
schools were shut up, and all exercises suspended. The 
accusers were called to account fjr ihe innocent blood they 
had caused to be shed.' Melitus was condemned to die, 
and the A rest banished. Plutarch observes, that iho.*e who 
had .any share in this black calumny were in such abomi- 
nation among the citizens, ,that no one would give them 
fire,, answer them any question, nor go into the same bath 
with them, and had the place cleaned where they had 
bathed, lest they should be polluted by iouching.it, which 
drove them into such despair, that many of them killed 
themselves. 

The Athenians, not contented with having punished 
h"i9 accusers, caused a statue of brass to be erected to him, 
of the workmanship of the celebrated Lysippus, and placed 
it in one of the most conspicuous parts of the cil.y. Their 
respect and gratitude rose even to a religious veneration ; 
they dedicated a chapel to him, as to a hero and a demi-god, 
which they called the Chapel of Socrates. 
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THE HISTORY 

GREECE. 

CHAP. I. 
-From f.te efe«//* o/ Socratt* to the death of Efiaminotida*. 

HITHERTO we have pursued the Athenians, both 
in their successes and their defeats* with peculiar at ten* 
ti Y n : while they took the lead in the affairs of Greece, it 
was necessary to place them on the fare ground of the pic- 
ture ; but now we must change the scene; and, leaviog 
the Athenians acting an obscure part, go' to those states 
who successively took the lead after their downfall. \ K 

Sparta c eems to be the Erst state now that gave laws 
to the rest of the Greeks: their old jealousies began to re- 
vive against the 'petty states that had formerly sided against 
them ; and the Eleans were the first upon whom they fell, 
under a pretence, that they were not admitted by that state 
to the Olympic games as wellas'the re*t of the Grecians. 
Having formerly declared war, and being upon the point 
of plundering the city of Elis, they were taken into the 
alliance of Sparta; and the conquerors now assumed aiyl 
enjoyed the title of the protectors and arbitrators, of Greece. 
Soon after, Agesilans, who was chosen king of Sparta, was 
sent into Asia with an army* under pretence of freeing the 
Grecian cities : he gained a signal victory over Tissapher- 
neN near the river Puctolus, where he forced the enemy's 
camp, and found considerable plunder. This success In- 
duced the Persian monarch, instead of meeting Agesilaus 
openly in s the field, to subvert his interest among the Gre- 
cian statts by the power of bribery ; and indeed this con- 
federacy was now so weakened, its concord and unanimity 
so totally destroyed, that they were open to every offer: 
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ti.fc love of money was now rooted in their affections ; and 
the Spartans were the only people that, for a while, seemed 
lo disdain it. But the contagion still spreading, even they v 
at last, yielded to its allurements ; and every man sought 
private emolument, without attending to the good of his 
country. 

The Thebans, as they were the first gained over to 
the Persian interest^ so they were the most active in pro* 
moling it. To strengthen Iherir alliance, they sent ambas- 
sadors to the Athenians, with a long representation of the 
present posture of affairs, wherein they artfully insinuated 
their zeal and affection to their state; from thence they 
took occasion to inveigh against *tfie tyranny of Sparta ; 
ana* concluded with telling them, that new was the time to 
thiowoff the yoke, and to recover their former splendour 
and authority* The Athenians, though they had no share 
«f the Persian money, needed not many arguments to en- 
gage them in a rupture of this kind, for which they had 
been long waiting a fit opportunity. 

Agesilaus, who had carried on the war in Persia with 
success, received news of the war being again broke out in ' 
Creece, with orders, at the same time, for him to return 
home. He^ had set his heart upon the entire conquest of 
Persia, and was^preparing to march farther into the coun- 
try ; but such was his deference to the laws, and such his 
submission to the Ephor'u that he instantly obeyed their 
mandate ; but left four thousand men in Asia to maintain 
his successes there. The Spartan**, however, could not 
wait his arrival: they found confederacies thicken on their 
handstand they were ready to be attacked on all sides. 
The Athenians, Argives, Thebans, Corinthians, and Eu- 
bceans joined against them, and made up a body of twenty- 
four thousand men t both sides encamped near Sicyon, at a 
small distance from each other ; and soon came to a regu- 
lar engagement. The Spartan allies at first were entirely 
routed : but the Spartans themselves turned the scale of 
victory by their single valour; and came off conquerors 
with the loss of but eight men. This victory,* however was 
in same measure overbalanced by a loss at sea, which the 
Spartahs sustained near Cnulus. ConOn, the Athenian ge- 
neral, being appointed to command the Persian fleet against 
them, took fifty of their ships, and pursued the rest into 
port, Agesilaus. on the other hand, gained a ronsidera* 
ble victory over the Athenians and the>r allien upon the 
plains of Coronea. Thus, was the war continued by furious 
tmt undecisive engagements, in which neither side was -a 
Aa 2 



gamer ; and in this manner did the Spartans maintain 
themselves and their allits, without any considerable in- 
crease or diminution of their power. In this general shock, 
the Athenians seemed for a while to recover their former 
spirit^ being assisted by Persian money, and conducted by, 
Conon, an excellent gi neral, they look the field with ardour* 
and even rcbutljt the waQs of their city. From the mutual 
jealousies of th^se petty states among each other, all were 
weakened and the Persian monarch became arbitrator of 
Greece. In this manner, after a fluctuation of successes 
and intrigues, all parties began to grow tired of* a war, 
and a peace ensued : this peace was concluded in the se- 
cond year of the 98th Olympiad ; and from the many stipu- 
lations in favour of Persia, Plutarch terms it, 'The le- 
p roach rnd ruin of Greece.' 

The Spartans, thus freed from the terrors of a powerful 
foreign enemy, went on to sprtad terror among the petty 
states of Greece ; they gave peremptory orders to the 
Manlineans to throw down their walls, and compelled them 
to obedience. They obliged the Corinthians to withdraw 
the garrison from Argosi ; and some other little states they . 
treated with an air of superiority tht.t plainly marked, that 
they expected obedience. They marched against the 
Olynthians, who had lately grown into power, and effec- 
tually subdued them. They interposed also in a domestic 
quarrel which w?s carried on at Thebes. Phaebidas hav- 
ing seized upon the citadel, they turned him t>ut, and placed 
a garrison of their own in that fortress. They then pro- 
cured ankles to be exhibited against Ismenias his anta^ 
goniss for having taken money of the Persians, and hold- 
ing intelligence wkh them ; and for having been a princi- 
pal promoter of their intestine broils: upon which he un- 
derwent a formal trial before the commissioners deputed 
from Sparta; and one from each of the other great cities 
of Greece, and was condemned to death. Thus, having 
secured Thebes, and_ having by a tedious war humbled the 
Olynthians, they went on to chastise the Philiasian*, for 
having abused some exiles, that had been .restored by the 
orders of Sparta. In this manner they continued distribu- 
ting their orders with pride and severity ; no sfcate of 
Greece was able to oppose their authority ; and under the 
colour of executing justice, tht.y were hourly paving the 
way to supreme command. Jn the midst of this security, 
they were alarmed from a quarter where they least expect- 
ed. The Thebans had, for four years since the seizing 
•f their citadel, submitted to the Spartan yoke ; but they 
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now took occasion, by a very desperate attempt, to throw 
it off; for which purpose, there was a secret correspond- 
enck-carried on between the most considerable of the ex- 
iles of Athens, snd those whtt'were well affected to them 
in Thebes ; and measures were conducted between them 
by Phyllidas r sec re. a ry to the The ban governors ; by whose 
contrivance a competent number of the exiles were to get 
into the city ; and Charon, a man of the first rank there, 
offered his hou£e for their reception; The day being fixed, 
they set out from Athens; and twelve of the most active 
and resolute among them were detached to enter the city,* 
the rest remaining at a proper distance to. wait the event. 
The first who offered -himself was *Pelopidas, who was 
young and daring, and had been very zealous in encoura- 
ging the design ; and, by the share he had in it, gave a 
•efficient earnest of what might be further expected from 
him in the service of his country. The next man of con- 
sequence was Mellon, who, by some is said to have first 
projected the scheme with Phyllidas. These two, with 
their ten associates, dressed themselves like peasants* and 
beat about the fields with dogs and hurfting-poles, *as in 
search of game, Having thus passed unsuspected, and 
conveyed themselves into the city, s thty met at Charon** 
house, as the general rendezvous, when they were soon af- 
ter joined by thirty-six^more of their confederates. It was 
concerted, that Phyllidas should, on that day, ghe a great 
entertainment to Archias* and Phillip, the two governors, 
who were appointed by the Spartans; and to raa^e it the 
more complete, he* had engaged to provide some of the 
finest women in the town to give them a meeting. Mat- 
ters being thus-prepared, the associates divided themselves 
into two bands; one of which, led by Charon and Mellon, 
were to attack Archias and his company ; and having put 
on women*fe cloaths over their armour, with pine and pop- 
lar over their heads, to shade their faces, they took their 
opponufnly'when the guests were well heated with wine, 
to enter the room, and immediately stabbed Archias and 
Phillip, with such other of .the company as were pointed* 
out to them by Phyllidas. A little before this execution* 
Archias received ah express from Athens, with all the par- 
ticulars of the conspiracy ; and the courier conjured htm, 
in the name of .the person who wrote thejciters, that he 
should read them forthwith, for that they contained matter 
of great importance. But he laid them by unopened ; and, 
with a smile, said, i Business to-morrow :' which words, 
upon that occasion, grew into a proverb. The other biwfaL 



headed by Pelopidas and Damdclides, went to Attack Lc- 
omiades, who was at home, and in bed, They rushed into 
his house by surprize ; but he, soon taking the alarm, 
leaped up, and, with his sword in his hand, received them 
at his chan.ber door, and stabbed Cephisodorus, who was 
the fit st man that attempted to enter. Pelopidas was the 
next who encountered him ; arid, after a long and difficult 
dispute killed him. From thence they went in pursuit of 
Hy pates, his friend and neighbour, and dispatched him 
likewise : after which they joined the other band, and sent 
to hasten the exiles they had left in Attica. 

The whole city was by this time filled with terror and 
confusion ; the houses full of lights, and the inhabitant* 
running to-and fro in the streets, in a wild, distracted man- 
ner, and waiting impatiently for day light, that they might 
distinguish their friends from their foes, seemed undeter- 
mined what course to take. .Early in the morning, the 
exiles came inarmed; and Pelopidas appeared with hi* 
party, in a general assembly of the people, encompassed 
l,y the priests, carrying garlands in their hands, proclaim- 
ing liberty to the Thebans in general, and exhorting them 
to fi^ht for their g^ds and their country ; for though they 
had made such a prosperous beginning, the most difficult 
p-Att still remained, whilst the citadel was in the possession 
of the Spar'ans, with a "garrison of fifteen hundred men, 
besides a great number of citizens and others, who had 
fled to them for protection, and declared themsei^s on 
their side. 

Early the next morning, the Athenians sent five thou- 
sand foot, and two thousand- horse, toth« assistance ot Pe- 
lopidas : several other bodies of troops also came in from 
ail the ciiies ot Boeoiia ; so that the citadel being hemmed 
round and despairing of succours from without, surrender- 
ed at discretion. 

The The bans having thus acquired their freedom, the 
Spartans were resolved, at any rate, to lake Vhe lead in the 
affairs of Greece *, and having incensed- these beyond mea- 
sure, attempted to seize upon the Pyraeus, and thus make 
the Athenians their irreroncileable enemies. Agesilaus 
was pitched upon to command the army that was to humble 
the Grecian states. His name struck a terror into the The- 
bans ; and the forces, which amounted to near tventv 
thousand men, increased their fears. The Thebans 
therefore, instead' of attempting to attack, were con'tntid 
to stand upon their defence ; antl possessed themselves of 
* hill near the xiity. Agesilaus detached a party of lig't 
>nv.tlmeu, to provoke them tacome down and give him 



battle; which Chey declining, he- drew out- his "whole force* 
in order to attack them. Chabrias, who commanded the 
the mercenaries on the part of the Thebans, ordered his 
men to present themselves and^ keep their ranks in close 
order, with their shields laid down at their feet, and their 
spears advanced, and with one leg put forward, and the 
knee upon the half bent, Agesilaus, finding them prepar- 
ed, in this "manner to receive him, and that they stood as it 
were in defiance of him, thought fit to withdraw his army;/ 
and contented himself with ravaging thecountry. This was 
looked upon as an extraordinary stratagem ; and Chabrias 
valued himself so much upon it, that he procured his sta- 
tute to be erected in that posture- ' 

Thus through a succession of engagements both by sea 
and land, the Spartans, having provoked a powerful confeder 
racy grew every day weaker, and their enemies more daring. 
The Thebans continually. grew bolder ; and instead of con- 
tinuing to defend themselves With difficulty, attacked the 
enemy with courage and success. Though the battles 
fought between these, states, were neither regular nor 
decisive, yet they were such as served to raise the cou- 
rage of the Thebans, to gain them confidence, and to form 
them for those great undertakings which where shortly to 
follow*. Pelopidas, who headed them at the battle of Ta- 
nagr.i, slew the Spartan commander with his own hand. 
At the battle of Tegyra* with very unequal force*,. he put 
a large body of the enemy to rout. He himself command* 
ed a battaHian of the Theban army, distinguished by the 
name of the Sacred Van. They were as remarkable for 
their fidelity to each other, as for their strength and cou- 
rage : they were linked by the bonds of common friend- 
ship : and were sworn to stand by each other in the most 
dangerous extremities- Thus united, they became invin- 
cible, and generally turned the victory in their favour, for 
a succession of years ; untill they were at last cut down, a* 
, one man by the Macedonian Phalanx under Philip. 

A piece of short continuance followed Jhese successes 
of the Thebans: but they s>on fell into tumults, and sedi- 
tions again. The inhabitants of Xacinthns and Corcyra 
having expelled their m&gistratei, put themselves, under 
the protection of Athens ; and repulsed the Spartans, who 
attempted to restore their magistrates by force. 

About the same time the inhabitants of Platsea, apply- 
ing to their old friends the Athenians, for their protection 
and alliance, the Thebans took offence at it, and demolish - 
ed the town ; and, soon after, did the same by Thespiae. 
The Athenians were so highly incensed at the treatment 



of those two cities, which had deserved so well of the com- 
mon cause in the Persian war, that they would act no lon- 
ger in conjunction with them ; and upon their breaking 
with them the affairs of Greece took, a new and unexpect- 
ed turn* 

It now began to appear, that the Thebans were grow- 
ing into power ; and while Sparta x and Athens were wea- 
kening each other by mutal contests, this state, which had 
enjoyed all emoluments, without any of the expences of 
the war, was every day growing more vigorous and inde- 
pendent* The Thebans, who now began to take the lead 
in the affairs of Greece, were naturally a hardy and robust 
people, of slow intellects, and strong constitutions. It was 
a constant maxim with them, to side either with Athens or 
Sparta, in their mutual contests; and which soever they 
inclined to, they were genet ally of weight enough to turn 
the balance* However, they had hitherto made no further 
use of that weighty Than to secure themselves ; but the spi- 
rit which now appeared among them, was first implanted 
by Pelopidas, their deliverer from the Spartan yoke ; bat 
stili further carried to its utmost height, hy Epaminondas, 
who now begun to figure in the affairs of Greece. 

Epaminondas was one of those few exalted characters^ 
with scarce any vice, and almost every virtue to distinguish 
him from the rest of mankind. Though in the beginning 
possesstd of every quality necessary for the service of the 
state, he choseto lead a "private life, employed in the study 
of philosophy, and shewing at) example of the most rigid 
observance of all its doctrines. 

Truly a philosopher, and poor out of taste, he despi- 
sed riches, without affecting any reputation from that con- 
tempt ; and if Justin may be believed, he coveted glory as 
liule as he did money- It was always Against his will 
that commands were conferred upon him; and he behaved 
himself in them in such a manner.,, as did more honour to 
dignities, than dignities to him* 

Though poor himself, and without any estate, his ve- 
ry poverty, hy drawing upon him the esteem end confidence 
of the rich, gave him the opportunity .of doing good to 
others. One of his friends being in great necessity, Kpa- 
minondas sent him to a very rich citizen, with orders to 
ask him for a thousand crowns in l>is name ;. that rich man 
coming' to his house, to know his motive for directing his 
fiien.d to him upon such an errand, 4 why,' replied Lpami- 
nondas, 4 ii i* because this honest man is in want, end jou 
arc rich.* Fond of lei«ure, which he devoted to the study 



of philosophy, his darling; passion, he shunned public em- 
ployments, and made no interest but to exclude himself 
from them. His moderation concealed him so welt, that 
be lived obscure, and almost unknown. His merit howe- 
ver discovered him. He was taken from his solitude by 
force, to be placed at the head of armies ; and he demon- 
strated that philosophy, though generally in contempt with 
those who aspire at the glory of arms, is wonderfully use* 
All in forming heroes; for it was'a great advance towards 
conquering the enemy, to know how to conquer one's self* 
In this school, anciently, were taught the great maxims of 
true policy, the rules of every kind of duty, the motive^ 
for a due discharge of them ; what we owe our country \ 
the right use of authority j wherein true courage consists ; 
in a word, the qualities that form the good citizen, states* 
man y and great captain ; and in all these Epaminondaa ex- 
celled. 

He possessed all the ornaments of the mind. He had 
the talent of speaking in perfection; and was well versed 
in the most sublime sciences. But a modest reserve threw 
a veil over ail these excellent qualities, which still augment- 
ed their value ; and of which he knew not what it was to be 
ostentatious. Spintharus, in giving his character, said, that 
he never had met with a man who knew more, and spoke 
less. 

. Sueh was the general appointed to command the The- 
ban army, and act in conjunction with Peloptdas ; with 
whom he had the most perfect and the most disinterested 
friendship. This state being left out in the general treaty 
Of peace, and thiis having the Spartans and Athenians con- 
federated against it, they appeared under the utmost con- 
sternation ; and all Greece looked upon them as lost and un- 
done. The Spartans ordered levies to be made in 411 purls 
of Greece, that sided with them ; and Cleom|yotus, their 
general, marched towards the Frontiers of Bteotia, secure 
of victory. Willing, however, to give his hostilities an air 
of justice, he sent to demand of the Thebans, that they 
should restore the cities that they had usurped, to their 
liberties ; that they should rebuild those they had demo- 
lished before, and make restitution for all their former 
wrongs. To this it was replied, » that the Tfrebans were 
accountable to none but heaven for their conduct.* Nothing 
now remained on both sides, but to prepare lor action. 
Epaoiiiiondas immediately raised all the troops ht could, 
and* began* hrs march. Mrs army did not amount to six" 
thousand men ; and the enemy had above four times that 
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number. As several bad omens were urged to prevent his 
fretting out, be replied . only by a verse "from Homer, of 
which die sense is, Thert i* but one good omen; lojight for 
one'* coutjry. However, to re-assurc the soldiers, by na- 
ture superstitious, and whom he observed to be discouraged 
he instructed several persons to come from different places, 
and repoit auguries and omens in his favour, which revived 
the spirits aud hopes of his troops* 

Lpaminondas had vwsely taken care to secure a pass by 
which Ckombrotus might have shortened hi** march con- 
siderably. The latter alter having taken a large company 
arrived at Leuctra, a small town of Lceotia, between Pla- 
XXd and Thespix. Both parties consulted whether they 
should ^ive battle; which Cfeombrotus tesblvcd, by the 
advice of all his officers ; who represented to him, that if 
he declined fighting with such a superiority of troops, it 
would confirm the current report, that he secretly favoured 
theThebans. The latter had an essential reason for hasten- 
ing a Rattle before the arrival of the troops, which the ene- 
my chtily expected. However, the six generals who foimcd 
the council of war, differed in their sentiments ; the seventh, 
who was Epamhiondas, came in very good time, to join the 
three that were for fighting ; and his opinion carrying the 
question, the buule was 1 evolved upon. 

The two armies were very unequal in number : that 
of the Lacedaemonians, as has been said, Consisted of twen- 
ty-four thousand foot, ar.d sixteen hundred horse ; the 
Thtbans had only six thousand foot, and four hundred horse, 
but all of them choice troops, animated by iheir experi- 
ence in war, and determined to conquer or die. The La- 
cedaemonian cavalry, composed of menpicked up by chance, 
without valour, and ill disciplined, was as much inferior to 
their comics in courage, as superior in number. The 
infantry could not be depended on, except the Lacedaemo- 
nians; the "allies as has been said, having engaged in the 
war with reluctance, because they did not approve the mo- 
tive of it; and being besides dissatisfied with the Lacedae- 
monians. 

The ability of the generals on either side, -supplied"! he 
place of numerous armies, \ especially of the Theban, who 
Was the most accomplished soldier of his time. He was 
supported by Pelopidas, at the head of the sacred battalion^ 
composed of three hnnui'cU Tnebans, united in a strict 
friendship and affection, and engaged, under a particular 
oaih, never to fly, but to defend, each other to the last* 



Upon the day of battle, the two armies drew up on a 
plain. Cleombrotus was upon the right, at the head of a 
body consisting of Lacedaemonians, on whom he confided 
most, and whose files were twelve deep. To take the ad- 
vantage, which his superiority *of horse gave him in an 
open country, he posted them in front of the Lacedaemo- 
nians. Archidamus/ the son of A:*esilaus, was at the head 
of the allies, who formed the left wing. 

Epaminondas, who resolved to charge with his left, 
which, he commanded in person, strengthened it with the 
choice of his heavy-armed troops, whom he drew up fifty 
deep ; the second battalion was upon his left, and closed 
the wing." The rest of his infancy were posted upon his 
right, in an oblique line, which the farther it extended, 
was the more distant from the enemy. By this uncom- 
mon disposition, his design was to cover his flank on the 
ri^ht ; to keep off his right wing, as a kind of reserved bo- 
dy, that he might not hazard the event of the battle upon 
the weakest part of his army ; and to begin the action with 
his left wing, where his best troops were posted, \g turn 
the whole weight of the battle upon Cleombrotus and the 
Spartans. He was asnred, that, if he could penetrate. the N 
Lacedaemonian phalanx, the rest of the army would soon 
be put to the rout. As for hisjiorse, he disposed them af- 
ter the enemy's example, in the front of his left. 

The action began with the cavalry. As the Theban* 
were better mounted, and braver troops than the Lacedae* 
TV; on i an horse, the latter were not long before they were 
broke, and driven upon the infamtry, which they put into 
some confusion. Epaminondas followed his horse close, 
marched swiftly up to Cleombrotus, and fell upon his pha- 
lanx with all the weight of his heavy battalion. The lat- 
ter, to make a diversion, detached a body of troops, with 
orders to take Epaminondus in flank, and to surround him* 
Felopidas, upon the sight of that movement, advanced with 
incredible speed and boldness, ui the head of the sacred 
battalion, to pre v ent the enemy's design ; and flanked Chj- - 
ombrotus himself, who, by that sudden and unexpected 
attack, was put into disorder. The battle was very fierce 
and obstinat: ; and, whilst Cleombrotus could act, the vic- 
tory continued in s js^er^c* and declared for neither party* 
But when he fell tieul with his wounds, the Thvbans, t*> 
complete the victory, and the Lacedaemonians, to avoid the 
shame of abandoningThe body of their king, redoubba 
the4r efforts, and a great slaughter ensued on both sides* 

B b 
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The Spartans fought with so much fury about the body, 
that at length they gained their point, and carried it off". 
Animated by so glorious an advantage, they prepared to 
return to the charge, which would perhaps have proved 
successful, hud the allies seconded their ardour: but the 
left wing seeing the Lacedxmonian phalanx broken, and be- 
lieving all lost, especially when they heard that the king 
was dead, took to flight, and drew off the rest of the army. 
Eparmnondas followed them vigorously, and killed a great 
number in the pursuit. The Thcbans remained masters of 
the field of battle, erected a trophy, and permitted the ene- 
my to bury their dead. 

The Lacedaemonians had never received such a blow. 
The most bloody defeat, till then, had scarce ever cost them 
more than four or five hundred of their citizens. Here 
the y lost four thousand, of whom one thousand were Lace- 
daemonians, and four hundred Spartans, out of seven hun- 
dred that were in the battle. The Thebans had only three 
hundred men killed, among whom were four of their citi- 
zens. 

Tlie city of Sparta was celebrating at that time the 
Gymnastic games, and was full of strangers, whom curio- 
sity had brought thither. When the couriers arrived from 
Leuctra, with the terrible news of their defeat, the Ephori, 
though perfectly sensible of all the consequences, and that 
the Spartan empire had received a mortal wound, would 
not permit the representations of the theatre to be suspend- 
ed, nor any changes in the celebration of the festival. They 
sent to every family the names of their relations who were 
killed, and stayed in the theatre to see that the dances and 
games were continued, without interruption, to the end. 

The next day, in the morning, the loss of each family 
being known, the fathers and relations of those who had 
died in the battle, met in the public place, and saluted and 
embraced each other with great joy and serenity in their 
looks, whilst the others kept themselves close in their 
houses; or, if necessity obliged 'them to ^o auroad, it was 
with a sadness and dejection of aspect, which sensibly ex- 
pressed their profound anguish and affliction. . That differ- 
ence was still more remarkable in the women; grief, si- 
lence, tears, distinguished those who expected the return 
©f their sons ; but such as had lost their sons, were seen 
hurrying to the temple, to thank the gods, and congratula- 
ting each other upon their glory and good fortune. 

One great point under immediate consideration! was 
©ncerning those who had fled out of the battle. They 
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*rere, by the law, in that case, to be degraded from all ho- 
nor, and rendered infamous; insomuch, that it was a dis- 
grace to intermarry with ihem ; they were to appear pub- 
licly in mean and dirty habits, with patched and party-co- 
loured garments, and to go half shaved ; and whoever met 
them in the streets might insult and beat them, and they 
were not to make any resistance. This was so severe a 
Jaw, and such numbers had incurred the penalties of it, 
many of whom were of great families and interest ; and 
they apprehended the execution of it might occasion some 
public commotions ; besides, that these citizens, such as 
they were, could be very ill spared at this lime, when they 
wanted to recruit the army. Under this difficulty, they gave 
Agesilaus a p6wer even over the laws; to dispense with 
them ; to abrogate them ; or to enact such new ones as the 
present exigency required. He would not abolish or make 
any variation in the law itself; but made a public declara- 
tion, That it should lie dormant for that single day, but re- 
vive and be in full force again on the morrow ; and, by, that 
expedient, he saved the citizens from infamy. 

So great a victory was followed by instantaneous ef- 
fects ; numbers of the Grecian states that had hitherto re- 
mained neuter, now declared in favour of the conquerors ; 
and increased their army to the amount of seventy thousand 
men. Epaminondas entered Laconia with art army, the 
twelfth part of which were not Thebans ; and finding the 
country hitherto untouched by an army, he ran through it 
with fire and sword, destroying and plundering as far as the 
river Eurotas- 

This river was, at that time, very much swoln by the 
melting of the snow, and the Thebans found more difficulty 
in passing it than they expected, as well from the rapidity 
as the extreme coldness of the water. * As Epaminondas 
was passing at the head of his infantry, some of the Spar- 
tans shewed him to Agesilaus, who, after having attentively 
followed and considered him with his eyes a long timet 
could not help crying out, in admiration of his valour, « Oh 1 
the wonder-working man !' The Theban general, however, 
contented himself with over-running the country, without 
attempting any thing upon. Sparta, and, entering Arcadia, 
reinstated it in all its former privileges and liberties. The 
Lacedemonians had some time before stripped the harm* 
less natives of all their possessions, and obliged them to 
take refuge among strangers. Their country was equal in 
extent to Laconia, and as fertile as the best in Greece. Its 
ancient inhabitants, who were dispersed in different regions 
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of Greece, Paly, and Sicily, on the first notice given them, 
relumed with incredible joy, animated by the love of their 
country, natural to ail men ; and almost as much by the 
hatred of the Spartans, which the length of time had only 
increased. They built themselves a city, which, from the 
ancient name, was called Messene. , 

After performing such signal exploits, Pelopidas and 
Epaminondas, the Theban generals, once more returned 
home; not to sh»re the triumph and acclamations of their 
fellow-citizens, but to answer the accusations that were laid 
against them: they were now both summoned as criminals 
against the state, for having retained thtir posts four 
months beyond the time limited by law'. This offence was 
capital by the law of Thebes; and those who stood up for 
the constitution, were very earnest in having it observed 
with punctual* y. Pelopidas was the first cited before the 
tribunal : he defended himself with less force and greatness 
of mind, than was expected from a man of his character, 
by nature warm and fiety. That valour, haughty and in- 
trepid in fight, forsook him before his judges- His air and 
discourse, which had something timid and creeping in it, 
denoted a man who was afraid of death, and did not in the 
least incline the judges in his favour, who acquitted htm, 
not without difficulty. Kp.immondas, on the contrary, ap- 
peared with all the confidence of conscious innocence: in- 
stead of justiiying^hirnself, he enumerated his actions: he 
-repeated, in haughty terms, in what manner he had ravaged 
Laconia, re-established Mtssenia, and re-united Arcadia 
in one body. He concluded with saying, that he should die 
with pleasure, if the Tin bans would renounce the sole glory 
of those actions to him, -and declare that he. had done them 
by his own authority, and without their participation. All 
the voices were in his favour; and. he .returned from his 
trial, as he used to return from battle, with glory and uni- 
versal applause. Such dignity h*a true valour, that it in a 
manner seizes the admiration of mankind by force. This 
manner of reproaching them had so good an effect, that his 
enemies declined any further prosecution ; and he, with his 
colleague, were honorably acquitted. His enemies, how- 
ever, jealous of his glory, with a design to affront him, 
caused him to be electtd city scavenger; he accepted the 
place with thanks and asserted, that instead of deriving 
honor from the office, he would give itdignity in his turn. 
In the mean time, the Spartans, struck with consterna- 
tion at their late defeats, applied to the Athenians for suc- 
cour ; who, after some hesitation, determined to assist them 
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■with all their forces t and a slight advantage the Spartans 
had gained over the Arcadians, in which they did not lose 
a mao, gave a promising dawn of success. The persian 
king was also applied to for assistance in the tonfederacy 
against Thebes :* but Pelopidas, undertaking an embassy to 
that court, frustrated their purpose, and induced that great 
monarch to stand neuter. 

Thebes being thus rid of so powerful an enemy, had 
less fears of withstanding the confederacy of Sparta and 
Athens : but a- new and unexpected power was now grow- 
ing up against them ; a power which was one day about to 
swallow up the liberties of Greece, and give laws to all man- 
kind. 

Some years before this, Jason the king of Pherae, was 
chosen general of the Thessalians by the consent of the peo- 
ple ; he was at the head of an army of above eight thousand 
horse, and twenty thousand heavy armed foot, without reck- 
oning light infantry ; and might have undertaken any thing 
with such a body of disciplined and intrepid troops, who 
had an entire confidence in the valour and conduct of their 
commander. Death prevented his designs; he was assas- 
sinated by persons who had conspired his destruction. His 
two brothers, Polydorus and Poliphron, were substituted 
in his place* Against them Pelopidas was sent : the latter 
of whom killed the other for the sake of reigning alone ; 
and was soon after killed himself by Alexander, of Phera^ 
who seized the government, under the pretence of revert- 
ging the death of Polydorus his father. The Theban ge- 
neral soon compelled Alexander to make submission to him. 
and attempted by mild usage to change the natural brutality 
of his disposition. But Alexander, long addicted to a de- 
bauched life, and possessed of insatiable avarice, secretly, 
withdrew from all constraint, and resolved to seize an op- 
portunity of revenge* It was not till some time after that 
this offered ; for Pelopidas being appointed ambassador to 
Alexander, who was at that time at the hfeadof a power- 
ful army, he was seized upon, and made prisoner, contra- 
ry to all the laws of nations and humanity. It was in vain 
that the Thebans complained of this infraction ; it was in 
vain that they they sent a powerful army, but headed by 
indifferent generals, to revenge the insult: their army re- 
turned without effect, and Alexander treated his prisoners 
with the utmost severity. It was left for Epaminondas 03- 
ly to bring the tyrant to reason. Entering Thessalia at the 
head of a powerful army, his name spread such a terror, 
B b 2 
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that the tyrant offered terms of submission, and delivered 
up Pelopidas from prison. 

Pelopidas was scarce freed from confinement, when 
he resolved to punish the tyrant for his perfidy and breach 
of faith. He led a body of troops against Alexander, to a 
place called Cynocephalus, where a bloody battle ensued in 
which the Thtbans were victorious;, but Pelopidas was un- 
fortunately slain : his countrymen considered their successes 
very dearly earned which they had obtained by his death. 
The lamentations for him were general j his funeral was- 
magnificent, and his praises boundless. Alexander himself 
soon after was killed by Theba bis wife, and her three bro- 
ther*; who, long shocked at his cruelties, resolved to rid the 
world of such a monster. The account has it, that he slept 
every night, guarded by a dog, in a chamber which was ascen- 
ded by a ladder. Theba allured away the dog, and covered 
the steps of the ladder with wool to prevent noise ; and then, 
with the assistance of her brothers, stabbed him in several 
parts of the body. 

In the mean time, the war between the Thebans and 
the Spartans preceded with unabated vigour. The Thebans 
were headed by their favourite general, Epaminondas; 
those of Sparta by Agesilaus, the only man in Greece that 
was then able to oppose him. 

The first attempt of Epaminondas in this campaign, 
marked his great abilities, and his skill in the art of war. 
Being informed that Agesilaus had begun his march with 
his army, and had left but few citizens to defend Sparta at 
home, he marched directly thither by niglu, with a design 
to take the city by surprize, as it had neither walls nor troops i 
to defend* it : but luckily, Agesilaus was apprised of his de- 
sign, and dispatched one of his horse to advise the city of 
its danger : soon after, arriving with a powerful succour in 
person, he had scarce entered the town, when the Thebans 
were seen passsng the Eurotas, and coming on against the 
city. Epaminondas, who perceived that his design was dis- 
covered, thought it incumbent on him not to retire without 
some attempt* He, therefore, made his troops advance ; 
and making use of valour instead of stratagem, be attacked 
the city at several quarters, penetrated as far a* the public 
place, and seized that part of Sparta which lay upon the hi- 
ther side of thp river. Agesilaus made head every where, , 
and defended himself with much more valou^than could be 
expected from his year's. He saw wel^that it was not now 
a lime, as before, to spare himself, and to act only upon 
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the defensive: but that he had need of all his courage an3 
daring: and to fight with aH the vigour of despair. His 
son Archldam^is, at the head of the Spartan youjh, behaved 
with incredible valour wherever the danger was greatest ; 
and, with his small troop, stopped the enemy, and made 
head against them on all side*. 

A young Spartan, named Tsadas, xlistingutshed him- 
self particularly in this action, He was very handsome in 
the face, perfectly well shaped, of an advantageous sta- 
ture, and in the flower of his youth; he had neither armor 
nor clothes upon his body, which shone with oi! : he held 
a spear in one hand, and a sword in the other* In this con- 
dition he quitted his house with the utmost eagerness ; and, 
breakmg through the press of the Spartans that fought, he 
thr^w himself upon the enemy ; gave mortal wounds at eve- 
ry blow: and laid all at his feet who opposed him, without 
receiving any hurt himself* Whether the enemy were dis- 
mayed at so astonishing a sight, or'says Plutarch, the gods 
took pleasure in preserving him upon account of his extra- 
ordinary valour; it is said, the Ephori decreed him a crown 
after the battle in honour of his exploits : but afterwards fi- 
ned him a thousand drachms, for having exposed himself 
to so great a danger without arms. 

Epaminondas, thus failing in his designs, was resolved 
before he laid down his command, which was nearexpi ing, 
to give the Lacedemonians and Athenians battle, as (hey 
followed him close in the rear. 

The Greeks had never fought among themselves with 
more numerous armies." The Lacedaemonians consisted of 
more than twenty thousand foot, and two thousand horse; 
the JThebans of thirty thousand foot, and three thousand 
hqrse* Upon the right wing of the former, the Mantine- 
ans, Arcadeans, and Lacedaemonians, were posted in one 
line;, the Eleans and Achaeans, who were the weakest of 
their troops, had the centre ; and the Athenians alone com- 
posed the left wing. In the other army, the Thebans 
and Arcadians were on the left, the Argives on the right, 
and the other allies in the centre* The cavalry on each 
side were disposed in the wings. 

The Theban general marched in order of battle, that he 
might not be obliged, when he came up with the enemy, 
to lose in the disposition of his army a time, which cannot 
be recovered when lost In great enterprizes* 

He did not march direcrly, and with his front to the 
enemy, but in a column upon the bills, with his left wing 
foremost ; as if he did hot intend to fight that day. When 
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*he wasover-against them, at a quarter of a league's distance 
he made the troops halt, and lay down their arms, as if he 
designed to encamp there. 1* he enemy, in effect, were de- 
ceived by bis stand; and reckoning no longer upon a battle 
they quitted their arms, dispersed themselves about the 
camp, and suffered that ard* ur to be extinguished, which 
a near approach of battle is wont to kindle in the hearts of 
the soldiers. . 

Epaminondas, however, by suddenly wheeling his troops 
changed his column into a line, and having drawn out the 
choice troops, whom he had expressly posted in front upon 
his march, he made them double their files upon the front 
of his left wing, to add to his strength, and to put it into a 
condition to attack in a point the Lacedaemonian phalfcnx, 
which by the movement he had made, faced it directly* He 
ordered the centre and right wing of his army to move ve-* 
ry slow, and to halt before they came up with the enemy, 
that he might not hazard the event of the battle upon the 
tioops of which he had no ^reat an opinion. 

He expected to decide the victory by that body of cho- 
sen troops which be commanded in person, and which he 
had formed into a column to attack the. enemy in a wedge- 
like point. He assured himself, that if he could penetrate 
the Lacedaemonian Phalanx, in which the enemy's princi- 
pal force consisted, he should not find it difficult to foutthe 
rest of the army, by charging upon the right and left with 
his victorious troops. 

But that he might prevent the Athenians in the left 
wing from coming to the support of their right against his 
intended attack, he made a detachment of his horse and foot 
advance out of the line, and posted them upon a rising ground 
in readiness to flank the Athenians, as well to cover his right 
a* to alarnvthem and give them reason to apprehend being 
taken in flank and rear themselves, if. they advanced to sus- 
tain their right. 

After having disposed his whole army in this manner, 
he moved on to charge the enemy with the whole weight 
of his column. They were strangely surprised when they 
saw Epaminondas advance towards them in this order ; and 
resumed their arms, bridled their ^brses, and made all the 
haste they could to their ranks. 

Whilst Epaminondas marched againt the enemy, the 
cavalry that covered his flank on the left the best "at that 
time in Greece, entirely composed of Thebans and Thes- 
salians, had orders to attack the enemy's horse. The The- 
ban general, whom nothing escaped, had artfully bestowed 
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bow-men, slingers, and dart-men hi the intervals of his 
horse, in order to begin the disorders of the enemas ca- 
valry, by a previous discharge of a shower of arrows, stones 
and javelins upon thenW The other army had neglected 
to take the same precaution ; and made another faujt not 
less considerable, in giving as much depth to the. squadrons 

'as if they had been a phalanx. JBy this means their horse 
were incapable of supporting long the charge of the The- 
bans. After having made several ineffectual attacks with 
great loss, they were obliged to retire behind their infantry. 
In the mean tinas, bpamiriondas, with his body of foot, 
had charged the Lacedaemonian phalanx. The troops fojght 
on both sides with incredible ardour, both the The bans and 
Lacedaemonians being resolved to perish rather than yield 
the glory of arms to their rivals. They began with fight- 
ing with the spear; and those first arms being soon broken 
in the fury of the combat, they charged each other swbrd 
in hand. v The resistance was equally obstinate ; and the 
slaughter very great on both sides. The troops despising 
xianger, and desiring, only to distinguish themselves by the 
jgreatness of their actions, chose rather to die in their ranks, 
than to lose a step of their groundi 

The furious slaughter on both sides, having continued 
a great whije, without the victory inclining to either, Epa* 
minondas, to force it to declare for him, thought it his duty 
to make an extraordinary effort in person, without rt gard 
to the danger of his own life. He formed therefore a troop 
of the bravest and most determinate about him; and, put- 
ting himself at the head of them, made a vigorous charge 
upon the enemy, where the battle was most^warm, and 
wounded the general of che Lacedaemonians with the first 
javelin he threw. This troop, by his example,, having 

^wounde^d or killed all that stood in their way, broke and 
penetrated the phalanx. The Lacedemonians, dismayed 
by the presence of Kpaminondas, and overpowered by thfc. 
weight of that intrepid party, were, reduced to give ground. 
The gross of the Theban troops, animated by their gene- 
ral's example and success, drove back the enemy upon bis 
right and left, and made great slaughter of them. But 
some troops of the Spartans, perceiving ihat Epaminondas 
abandoned himself too much to his ardour, suddenly rallied, 
and, returning to the fight, charged him with a shower of 
javelins. Whilst he kept off part of those dart*, shunned 
some of them, fenced off others, and was fighting with the 
most heroic valour, a Spartan, named Calticrates, gave him 
a mortal wound with a javelin in the breast across his cui- 
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raw. The wood of the javelin being broke off, the iron 
head continuing in the wound, the torment was insupport- 
able, and he fell immediately. )The battle began around 
him with new fury, the one bide using their utmost endea- 
vours* to take him alive, and the other to save him The 
Thebans gained their point at last, and carried him off, 
•fier having put the enemy to flight- 

After t»evci-al diffeient movements, and alternative Josses 
and advantages, the troops on both sides stood still, and 
rested upon their arms; and the trumpets of the two ar- 
jnics, as if by consent, sounded the retreat at the- same 
time- ivach party pretended to the victory, and erected a 
tropin ; the Thebans, because they had defeated the right 
•wing, and remained masters of the field of battle ; the 
Athenians, because they had cut the detachment in pieces. 
And, from this point of honor, both skies refused at first to 
ask leave to bury their dead ; which, with the ancients, 
was confessing their defeat. The Lacedaemonians, howe- 
ver, sent first to demand that permission ; after which, the 
rest had no thoughts but of paying the. last duties to the 
slain. 

In the mean time, Epaminondas had been carried into 
the camp. The surgeons* after having examined the wound, 
declared, that he would expire as soon as the head of the 
dart was drawn out of it. Those words gave all that were 
present the utmost sorrow and 'affliction, who were incon- 
solable on seeing so great a man upon the point of expiring. 
For him, the only concern he expressed was about his arms, 
and the success of the battle. When they shewed him his 
shield, and assured him that the Thebans had gained the 
victory, turning towards his friends with a calm and serene 
-air, 4 All then is well,' said he ; and soon after, upon draw- 
ing the head of the javelin out of- his body, he expired in 
the arms of victory. 

As the glory of Thebes rose with Epaminondas, so it 
fell with him ; and he is, perhaps, the only instance of one 
jnari's being able to inspire his country -with military glory, 
and lead it on to conquest, without having had a- predeces- 
sor, or leaving an imitator of his example. 

The battle of Mantinea was the greatest that ^ever was 
ibught by Grecians against Grecians ; the whole strength 
of the country being drawn out, and ranged according to 
their different interests-; and it was fought with an obsti- 
nacy equal to the importance of it, which was the fixing the 
empire of Greece. And this must of course have been trans- 
ferred to the Thebans upon their victory, if they had not 
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Ipst the fruits of it by the death of their general, who was 
the soul of all their councils and designs. This blasted all 
their hopes, and put out their sudden blaze of power, al- 
most as soon as it was kindled. However, t»iey did not pre- 
sently give up their pretensions ; they were still ran.kcd 
among the leading states, and made several further strug- 
gles : but they were faint and ineffectual, and such as were 
rather for life and being, than for superiority and dominion. 
A peace, therefore, wa* proposed; which was ratified by all 
the states of Greece, except Sparta ; the conditional which 
"were, that every state should maintain what they posses- 
ed, ana hold it independent of any other power. 

A state of repose ensued this peace; in which the 
Grecian powers seemed to slacken from their former ani- 
mosities ; and if we except an expedition under Agesilaus 
into Egypt, whither he went to asbist Tachos, who had 
usurped that kingdom, and in which he died, there was 
little done for several years following. The Athenians* more 
particularly, when they found themselves delivered from 
him who kept up their, emulation, grew insolent and re- 
miss; and abandoned themselves ,to their ease and pleasure, 
being wholly taken up with shows, sports, and festivals. 
They were naturally too much addicted to these amuse? 
men ts ; and they had formerly been encouraged in them by 
Pericles, who knew how to lead them by their inclinations; 
and took this method to ingratiate himself, and to divert 
them from inspecting too narrowly into his administiation. 
But they now carried their diversions to a much higher 
pitch of extravagance. They had such a patrsion for the 
stage, that it stifled in them all other thoughtseither of bu- 
siness or of glory. In short, the decorations, and o;her 
charges attending, the theatre, were so excessive, that Plu- 
tarch, says, i It cost more to represent some of the famous 
pieces of Sophocles and Euripides, than it had done to carry 
on the war against the barbarians.' And, in order to sup- 
port this charge, they seized upon the fund which had been 
set apart for the war, with a prohibition, upon pain of death) 
ever to advise the applying .of it to any other purpose. 
They not only reversed this decree, but went as far the* 
other way, making it death to propose the restoring the 
fund to the uses to which it had before been appropriated, 
under the same penalties. By diverting the course 61 the 
supplies in so extraordinary^ manner, and entertaining the. 
idle citizen at the expence of the soldier and mariner, they 
seemed to have no remains of that spirit and vigour, which 



they bad exerted in thfc Persian wars, when they demo- 
lished their houses ,to furnish out a navy; and when»the 
women stoned a man to death, who proposed to., appease 
the Great King (as he was called), by .paying tribute, and 
doing homage. . 

in this general remissness, it was not to be dtaj^>osed, 
that their allies would tieat them with the respect ihey dc 
a I p manded. Most of tKe slates, that had hitherto 
*«/o " heen in alliance with them, and had found secu- 
my under their protection, took up arms against 
them. In reducing these, Chabrias, Iphicrates, and Timo- 
thcus gained great reputation ; and are supposed to have 
been consummate generals : but their successes are too mi- 
nute to rank them among the class of eminent commanders; 
and whatever their skill might have been, there wanted a 
greatoccasion for it> display. This war opened with the 
siege of Chio, in which the Athenians were repulsed ; and 
Chabrias, unwilling to abandon his vevsel, preferred deatji 
to flight* The siege of Byzantium fo; lowed ; "before which, 
the fleet of the contending powers was dispersed by a storm; 
in consequence of which, the Athenian generals were re- 
called. Ttn^tlu'us was titled a great sum;, but, being too 
poor 10 pvty, he went into voluntary banishment. Iphicrates 
was al o obliged to answer for himself, but he got oflf by 
his eloquence ; and* in the mean time* the affairs of Athens 
succeeded but ill under the guidance of Charts, who Was 
left sole commander. A peace was concluded, whertby 
every city and people w?re left to the full enjoyment cf 
their liberty : and thus the wair of the aHies ended, after 
having continued three years. 

During these transactions, a power was growing up in 
Greece, hitherto unobserved, but now loo, conspicuous and 
formidable to be overlooked in the general picture ; this 
was that of the Macedonians; a people hitherto obscure, 
and in a manner barbarous; and who, -though warlike and ! 
hardy, had never yet presumed to intermeddle in the affaiis , 
of Greece: but now several circumstances concurred to raise 
them from obscurity, and to involve them in .treasures, 
which, by degrees, wrought a -thorough change hi the state 
of Greeee. It will be necessary, therefore,* to begin with 
a short account of their power and origin, before we enter 
into a detail of that conspicuous part, which they afterwards 
performed on the theatre, of the wo'id. 



CHAP. II. 

From the birth to the death of Philifi, king of Macedort. 

'ftffi people of Macedon were hitherto considered as 
making no part of the Grecian confederacy : they were look* 
cd upon as borderers, as men, in a measure, semi-barbari- 
ans ; who boasted indeed of taking their origin from the 
Greeks ; but who hitherto neither possessed their polite* 
ness, nor enjoyed their freedom : they had little or no in- 
tercourse wiili their mother country : they had contracted 
the habits and mannersof the natives where they were set- 
tled : and, from thei>ce,* the^ were treated with similar dis- 
, respect. N ft 

The first king who is mentioned with any degree of 
certainty to nave reigned in Macedonia, was Caranus, bjr 
birth an Argive, and said to be the .sixteenth in descent 
from Hercules. It was upon this foundation, that Philip 
afterwards grounded his pretensions to be of the race of 
Hercules, and assumed to him divine honours. Caranus, 
therefore, is commonly reputed to have led forth a body of 
his countrymen, by the advice of the oracle, into these parts 
wnere he settled, and made himself king. Cai aims having, 
according to the general account, reigned twenty-eight years, 
the succession was continued after htm to # the times we 
are now treating of But there is very little worth notice 
recorded of these kings : they being chiefly employed in de- 
fending themselves against the incurbions of their neigh- 
bours. And a* to their domestic affairs, they were remark- 
able only for the frequeut murders and usurpations which 
happened in thejroyal family. 

Amintas, father ^of Philip, began to reign the third 
year of the ninety-sixth Olympiad. Having the very year 
after been warmly attacked by the Illyrians, and dispossess*, 
ed of a great part of Iv.s kingdom, which he thought it scarce 
possible for him ever to recover again, nV addressed him- 
self to the Olynthians ; and, in order to engage them the 
more firmly in his interest, he had given up to them a coix- 
siderable tract of land in the neighbourhood of tneir city* 
He was restored .to the throne* 'by the Thessjlians ; upon 
which he was desirous of resuming* the possession of the 
lands, which nothing but the ill situation el' his affairs-: had 
obliged him to resign to the Olynthia.is. Tnis occasioned , 
a war ;*but Amintas, not be* — strong enough to makehead 
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singly' against bo powerftil a people ; the Greeks, and the 
Athenians in particular, sent him succours ; and enabled 
him to weaken the power of the Olynthians, who threat- 
ened him with a total and impending ruin. 

Amintasdied, after having reigned twenty- fogTigears ; 
he left three legitimate children : — namely, Alexander, Per- 
dicas, and Philip. Alexander, the eldest son, reigned but 
one year. Perdicas, the second brother, was opposed by 
Pausanias, who began, by seizing some fortresses : but, by 
the assistance of Iphicrates, the Athenian general, tjie usur- 
per was expelled, and Perdicas the lawful sovereign confirm- 
ed on the throne. He did not, however, long continue in 
tranquility.. Ptolemy, a natural son of Amintas, laid claim 
to the crown, and disputed histitle ; which, t>y mutual con- 
sent, was referred to Pelopidas the Theban, a man more 
revered -for his probity than his valour* Pelopidas deter- 
mined in favour of Perdicas ; and, having judged it necessary 
to take pledge on both sides, in order to oblige the two 
competitors to observe the articles of the treaty accepted 
by them, among other hostages, he carried Philip with 
him to Thebes, where he resided several years. He was 
then ten years of age. Eurydice, at her leaving this much 
loved son, earnestly besought Pelopidas to procure him 
an education worthy ofhis birth, and of the city to which 
he was going, an hostage. Pelopidas placed -him with 
£paminondas> who had a celebrated Pythagorean philoso- 
pher in his house for the education of his son. Philip 
improved greatly by the instructions of his preceptor, and 
much more by those of Epaminondas, under whom he 
undoubtedly made some campaigns, though no mention is 
made of this. He could not possibly have had a more ex- 
cellent master, whether for war, or the conduct of life ; 
for this illustrious Theban was at the same time, a great 
philosopher : that is to say, a wise and virtuous man, and a 
great commander, as well as a great statesman. Philip was 
very proud of being his pupil, and proposed him as a mo- 
del to himself ; most happy coulS he have copied him -per- 
fectly ! perhaps ht bun pwed from Epaminondas his acti- 
vity in war, and his promptitude in improving occasions ; 
which however formed but a very inconsiderable part of the 
in i it of that illustrious personage. Butwith regard to his 
temperance* Ibis justice, his disinterestedness, his sincerity, 
his magnanimity, his clemency, which rendered him truly 
great, 4ht&e wjtre virtues which Philip did not acquire by 
imitation. 

.The The"bans did not know that tney were then form- 
ing and educating the most dangerous enemy of Greece. 
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.After Philip had spent nine or ten years in their city, th^ 
news of a revolution ro Macedtfn made him resolve to leave 
Thebes clandestinely* Accordingly he stole away, made> 
the utmost expedition, and found the Macedonians greatly 
surprised at having lost their king Perdicas* who had been 
killed in a great battle by the IHyrians ; but much more so, 
to find they had as m*ny enemies as neighbours* The II- 
lyrians were on the point of returning into the kingdom 
with a much greater force ; the Paeonians infested it with* 
perpetual incursions; the Thracians were determined ta 
place Panamas on the throne, who had not abandoned hist 
pretensions ; and the Athenians were bringing Argaus, 
whom Mantios* their general, was ordered to support with 
a srtrong fleet, and a considerable body of troops* Mace- 
donia at that time wanted a prince of years to govern, and 
bad only a child ; Amintas, the son of Pcrdicas, and law- 
ful heir of the crown. Philip governed the kingdom for 
some time by the title of Guardian to the prince; but the 
subjects, justly alarmed* deposed the nephew in favor of 
the uncle; and, instead of the heir, set him upon the throne* 
whom the present conjuncture of affairs required ; persuad- 
ed that the laws of' necessity are superior to all others. 
Accordingly, Philip, at twenty four years of age, ascended 
the throne, the first yearof the 103th Olympiad. , » • >« 

Xever did the present condition of the Macedonians'te- 
q^iire a man of more prudence and* activity.. They werg 
surrounded with as many enemies as they had neighbours 
The illyriansi flushed -with their late victory, were prepar- 
ing to march against them with a great army. The Pxp- 
nians were making daily Incursions upon them; and, at 
the same time, the title to the crown was contested by Pau- 
sanias and Argseus ; the former whereat was supported by 
the Thracians; and the latter by the Athenians, who, for 
that purpose, had sent out a good fleet* and three thousand 
landmen* 

Under these circumstances, with so many enemies on 
his hands at once ; and that before he was settled on hi* 
throne : his £r*t care was to make sure of his own people* 
to gain their affections, and to raise their spirits ; for they 
were very much disheartened, having lost above four thou> 
sand men in the late action with .the lllyrians* He succeed? 
ed in these points, by the artfulness of his address, and the 
force of uis eloquence* of which he was. a great master. His 
next step was to train and exercise them, and reform their 
discipline : and U was at this time that he instituted til* 
famous Macedonian phalanx, which did so much execution. 
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It was* an improvement upon the ancient manner of fight- 
ing among ihe Grecians, who generaly drew up their foot 
so close, as to stand the shock of the enemy without being 
broken. The complete phalanx was thought to contain 
above sixteen thousand men ; though it was also taken in 
general for any company or party of soldiers, and frequently 
for the whole body of. foot. But this ot Philip'* invention 
is described by Polybils to be a long square, consisting of 
eight 'thousand pike-men, sixteen deep, and five hundred 
in front : the men standing so close together, that the 
pikes of the fifth rank were extended three foot beyond the 
line of the front. The rest, whose distance from the front 
makes their pikes useless, rested them upoi^the shoulders 
of those who stood before them, and so locking^ them to- 
gether in file, pressed forward to support and push on the 
former ranks, whereby the assault was rendered more vio- 
_ lent and irresistible. 

When Philip had made some proper regulation of his 
affairs at home, he began to look abroad, in order to divert 
the storms which threatened him from all quarters. By 
money and promises, he made up matters for the present 
with such of his enemies as lay nearest to him; and then 
turned his forces against the Athenians, who were marched 
><r jup. IP Methone, to assist Argseus. He gave them battle, 
and clefavted >■■ them : dtDu^. the death of Argseus, who was 
filled in the action, p«K an end to that dispute : for he per- 
mitted tjie Athenians, when they were in his power, to re- 
turn home. This instance of his moderation, gained so 
far upon them, that they soon after concluded a peace with 
him;, which yet he observed no longer than it served his 
design of securing the other part of his dominions. ' 

Accordingly, he marched northward,' where he declar- 
ed war against the Paeonians, and subdued them ; then fell 
upon the lilyrians, and having, killed above seven thousand 
of them in a pitched battle, obliged them to restore all 
their conquests in Macedonia. He had also obstructed the 
passage of the Thracians ; but yet did not think it suffici- 
ently secured, without making himself master of Amphipo- 
lis, which was , very commodiously situated on the river 
Strymon, and Vas the key of that side of his dominions. 
He knew the importance of it, therefore he possessed htm* 
self of it in the -beginning of his reign. This was the 
ground of his $u#r!ie4' with the Athenians, who claimed it 
as one of their folanies ; and made such a point of it, that 
their setting up Argstus against him> wav not' so much for 
his own sake, as for the credit of imposing a king upon the 



Macedonians; as it wan with a view to get thechy Restore* 
to them by his means, in case he should have succeeded in 
his intentions. Philip was sensible . otuheir drift ; and 
finding it necessary at that time to keep some measures 
With thera, would neither keep the place himself, nwr Jet 
them have it: but took a middle > course* and declared it a 
free city; thereby leaving the inhabitants to throw off their 
dependence on their old masters, -and making it appear to 
be their own act. But the city continued no longer in this 
state, than until he found himself at liberty to make a more 
thorough Conquest of it r which at this time he easily effect* 
ed, through the remissness of the Athenians, who refused 
to send any relief to it* alledging* in their excuse r that it 
would be a breach of the peace which they bad concluded 
with Philip, the year before..- Hut the truth is, he tricked 
them oat of it by a promise of delivering it up to them* 
But instead of keeping his word with them, he made far the? 
encroachments, by^etzing* oa Pydna and Potidsa, the la** 
terof which beings garrisoned by Athenians, he drew them 
out, and sent them home; but dismissed them with such 
marks of civility, as shewed that he avoided coming to an 
open rupture with that state, at least until his designs were 
more ripe for- it; though at the same time he, did what h0 
could to weaken them | and drive them out of his neighbour- 
hood ; Pydna-, with the territory belong ig to it, he gave* 
up to the Olynthians, who were his father's inveterate ene* 
tnies. His hands were too full at thrs tinne to revive ttye 
quarrel against so rich and powerful a city ; which, fo* 
three years together, had withstood the united forces of 
Sparta and Macedonia ; he, therefore, chose to buy their 
friendship for the present ; and to amuse them by the deH» 
very of this town, as he had done the Athenians by the peaca 
until he could attack them at more advantage. In this step 
also he over-reached the Athenians, who were at the same 5 
time courting the alliance of the Olynthians, in order to 
maintain their footing in those parts* Which side soever 
the Olynthians inclined to, they were strong enough to turn 
the balance ; and therefore, the gaining them became a 
matter of great contention between Philip and the Atheai* 
ans- 

From thence he proceeded to sefee the city of Crenides, 
which had been built two years before, and then called it 
Philippi, from his own name* It was here that he disco* 
vered a gold mine, which every year produced an hundred 
and forty-four thousand pounds sterling. This, which was 
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S 'immense sum for that age, was much more serviceable 
an fleets or armies, in fighting his battles ; and he seldom 
failed usrng it in every negociation. It is said, that con* 
suiting the oracle at Delphos, concerning the success of an 
intended expedition, he was answered by the priestess, 'That 
with silver spears he should .conquer all things/ He took 
the advice of the oracle ; and his success was answerable to. 
' its wisdom ; indeed,, he was less proud of t lie success of a 
battle, than of a negociation ; well knowing, that his soldi- 
ers and generals shared in the one, but that the honour of 
the latter was wholly his own. 

But a larger field was now opening to his ambition 

The mutual divisions of the states of Greece were at no 
time wholly cemented-; and they broke oat now upon a ve- 
ry particular occasion* The > first cause of the rupture, 
(which was afterwards called the Sacred War) arose from 
the Phocians having ploughed up a piece of ground belong- 
ing to the temple of Apollo at Delphos. Against this all 
the neighbouring states exclaimed as a sacrilege : they were 
cited before the council of Amphyctions, who particularly 
took cognizance of sacred matters: they were cast ; and an 
heavy fine imposed upon them. This the Phocians were 
unable to pay : they refused to submit to the decree, ailed- 
' ging, that the care and patronage of the temple anciently 
belonged to them i and to vindicate this, they quoted a pre- 
cedent from Homer* % 

Philomela^, one of their chief citizens, was principally, 
instrumental in encouraging them to arms : he raised their 
ardour, and was appointed their general* He first applied 
himself to the Spartans, who had likewise been fined by the 
Amphyctions,' at the instance of the Thebans, after the bat- 
tle, of Leuctra, for having seized , the Cadmea. For this 
reason they were very well disposed to join with himj. but 
did not yet think it proper to declare themselves. However, 
they encouraged bis design, and supplied him underhand 
with .money, by which means he raised troops ; and, with- 
out much difficulty, got possession of the temple. The 
chief resistance he met with in the neighbourhood, was from 
the Locrians ; but having worsted them, he erased the de- 
cree of the Amphyctions, which was inscribed on the pil- 
lars of the temple. However, to strengthen his, authority, 
and give a colour to his proceedings, he thought it conve- 
nient *to consult the oracle, and to procure an answer in 
his favour. But when he applied to the priestess for that 
purpose, she refused to officiate* until being intimidated by 
Ms threats, *he told him, ' the god left him at liberty to 
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tct as he pleased ;' which he looked upon asra good answet 
and as such took care to divulge iU 

ThejVmphyctions, meeting a second time, a resolution 
vas formed to declare war against the Phocians. Most of 
the Grecian nations engaged in this quarrel, and sided with 
the one or the other party* The Boeotians, the Locrians, 
Thessaliand, and several other neighbouring people, decla- 
red in favour of the god : whilst Sparta, Athens, and some 
other cities of Peloponnesus, joined with the Phocian9. Phi- 
lomelas had not yet touched the treasures of the temple ; 
but being afterwards not so scrupulous, he believed that 
the riches of the god could not be better employed, than 
in the deity's defence ; for he gave this specious name to 
this sacrilegious attempt : and being enabled, by this fresh 
supply, to double the pay of his'soldiers, he raised a very 
considerable body of troops. 

Several Guttles were fought; and the success for some 
time seemed doubtful on both sides. Every one knows how 
much religious wars are to be dreaded ; and the prodigious 
lengths which a false zeal, when veiled with so venerable a 
name, is apt to go* The Thebans having in a rencounter 
taken several prisoners, condemned them all to die, as sa- 
crilegious wretches who were excommunicated ; the Pho- 
cians did the same,, by way of reprisal* These had at first 
gained several advantages ; but having .been defeated in a 
great battle, Philomelas their leader bein$ closely attacked 
on an eminence, from which there was no\ retreating, de- 
fended himself for a long time with invincible bravery ; 
which however not availing, he threw himself from a rock, 
in order to avoid the torments he must undoubtedly have 
undergone, had he fallen alive into the hands of his ene- 
mies. Oenomarchus was his successor, and took upon him 
the command of the forces. 

Philip thought it most consistent with his interest to 
remain neuter in this general movement of the Greeks, in 
favour eitberof the Phocians or theThebans It was consistent 
with the policy of this ambitious prince, who had little re- 
gard for religion, or the interests of Apollo, but was al- 
ways intent upon his own, not to engage in a war by which 
he could not reap the- least. benefit ; and to take advantage 
of a juncture yi which all Greece, employed and divided by 
a great war, gave him an opportunity to extend bis fron- 
tiers, and push his conquests, without any apprehension of 
opposition. He was also well pleased to see both parties' 
weaken and consume each other ; as he should thereby b? 
«nabkd to fall upon them afterwards to greater advantage* 



Beingdesirou* of subjecting Thrace, and of securing 
the conquests he had already made there, he determined to< 
{tosses* himself of Metfcone, a small city, incapable of sup- 
porting itself by its own strength, bat which gave him dis- 
quiet, and obstructed his designs, whenever It was in tbe 
hands of his enemies. ' Accordingly he besieged that city, 
made himself master of, and razed it. Aster of Ampbipo* 
lis had offered his services to Philip, a9 so excellent a marks- 
man, that tie coeld bring down birds in their most rapid 
flight. The monarch made this answer—*-' Well, I will 
take you into my service, when I make war upon starlings ;' 
which answer stung the archer to the quick. A rapartee 
proves often of fatal consequence to him who makes it. Af« 
ter having thrown down himself into the eity, he let fly an 
arrow> on which was written, « To Philip's right eye.* This 
carried a most cruel proof that he was a good marksman, 
for be hit him in the right eye; and Philip sent him back 
the same arrow, with this inscription : * If Philip takes the 
city, he will hang up Aster ;' and accordingly he was as 
good as his word. A skilful surgeqnr drew the arrow out of 
Philip's eye with so much*art and dexterity, that not the 
least scar remained ; and though he could not save his eye, 
he yet took away the blemish. 

After taking the city, Philip, ever studious either to 
weaken his enemies by new conquests, or gain more friends 
by doing them some important service, marched intoThes- 
salyj which had impldred*his- assistance against its tyrants. 
The liberty of that country seemed now secure, since Alex- 
ander oi* Pherao was- no more. Nevertheless, his brothers, 
who in concert with his wife Theba, had murdered him, 
grown weary of having some time acted the part of deliverers, 
revived his tyranny, and oppressed the Thessahans with a 
new yoke* Lycophron, the eldest of the three brothers, 
who succeeded Alexander, had strengthened himself hy the 
protection of the Phociaos. Oenomarchus, their leader 
brought him a numerous body of fo/ees ; and at first gained 
a considerable udvantage dfcfcr Phftip : but engaging him a 
second time, he was enthtely tfefe&ted, and his army routed. 
The flying troops were pursued to the sea shore : upwaids 
of six thousand men were killed on the spot, amor»g whom 
Wa9 OenomarchuSt whose body was bung upon a gallows ; 
and three thousand, who were taken prisoners, were thrown 
into the sea, by Ph»lip's order, as so many sacrilegious 
wreches, the professed enemies of religion. 

Philip, after having treed tbe Theasulians, resolved to 
carry his arms into P&bcis. This was Ms first attempt to 
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get footing in Greece, and to have a share in the general 
affairs of the Greeks, frpm which the kings of Mace don had 
always been excluded as foreigners. In this view, upon 
pretence of going over into Phocis, in order to punish the" 
sacrilegious Phocians, he marched toward Thermopylae, ta 
possess himself of a pass, which gave him a free passage 
into- Greece, and especially into Attica. * 

An admission of foreigners into Greece, was a mea- 
sure that was always formidable to those who called them- 
selves Grecians, - The Athenians, upon hearing of a march 
which mighfprove of the utmost consequence, hastened to 
Thermopylae, and possessed themselves of this important 
pass, which Philip did not care attempting to force. The 
Athenians were roused from their lethargy of pleasure, to 
make use of this precaution, by the persuasions of Demost- 
henes, the celebiated orator, who, fronr the beginning saw 
the ambition of Philip, and the power of which he was pos- 
sessed to carry him through his designs* 

• This illustrious, orator and svatcsmaj), whom we shall 
hereafter find acting so considerable a part in the course of 
this history, was born in the last year of the niftety-ninth 
Olympiad, according to Dionysius, who in his epistle to La* 
macus hath accurately distinguished the different periods 
of his life, and the times in which his several' orations were 
dejivered. He was the son not of a mean and -obscure me- 
chanic, as the Roman satyrist hath represented him, but 
of an eminent Athenian citizen, w*ho raised a considerable 
fortune by the manufacture of arms. At the age of seven 
years, he lost his father; and, to add to this misfortune, 
the guardians to whom he was intrusted, wasted and em- 
bezzled a considerable part of his inheritance. Thus op- 
pressed by fraud, and discouraged by a weak and effeminate 
habit of body, he yet discovered an early ambition to distin-- 
guish himself as a popular speaker. The applause bestow- 
ed on a public orator, who had defended his country's 
right 'to the city of Oropus, in an elaborate harangue, in- 
flamed his youthful mind with an eager desire'of merit- 
ing the lik£ honour. Isocrates and Isseus were thtn the 
two most eminent professors of eloquence at Athens. The 
soft and florid manner of the former did by no means suit 
the genius of Demosthenes; I&aeus was more vigorous and 
energetic, and his style better suited to public business. To 
him, therefore, he applied ; and, under his direction pur- 
sued those studies which might accomplish him for the cha- 
racter to which he aspired^ His first essay was made against 
feis guardian, by whom he had been so injuriously* treated £ 



but tta goodness of bis cause was* tare of moreservfce than 
the abilities of the young orator ; for hi* early attempts 
were unpromising ; and soon convinced hi hi of the necessity 
of a graceful and manly pronunciation. His close and se- 
vere application, and this extraordinary diligence with- which 
be laboured to conquer his defects and natural infirmi- 
ties, are too well known : and hare been too frequently 
the subjects of historians and critics* ancient and modern, 
to need a minute recital. His character' as a statesman will 
be best collected from the history of his conduct in the pre- 
sent transactions* As an orator, the reader perhaps is-tioJ^ 
H> be informed of his qualifications. Indeed, the study of 
oratory was at that time the readiest and almost the only 
means of rising in the state* His first essay at the bar wa* 
two years after this incident* when he called his guardians 
to account for embezzling his patrimony,, and recovered 
seme part of it. This- encouraged hi in some ti«*e after, to 
harrangue before the people in their public assembly i but 
he acquitted himself so ill, thai tltey hissed him* However 
]>e ventured a second time, but with no better success than 
before; so that he went awuy ashamed, confounded, and 
quite in despair. It was upon this occasion that Satyrus- 
the player accosted him, and in a friendly way encouraged* 
him to proceed* With this view he asked him to repeat to 
him some verses of Sophocles, or Euripides, which he ac- 
cordingly did : the pther repeated them after him, but with, 
such a different spirit and cadence, as made him sensible 
that he knew very little of elocution. But by his instruc- 
tions* and his own perseverance, he at length made himself 
roaster of it ; and by the methods before mentioned, cor- 
rected the imperfections which were born with him, as well 
as the ill habits which he had contracted. It is not very 
Uear whether this, passage be rightly ascribed to Satyrus, 
who seems to be confounded with Ncoptolemu* and An- 
dronicus, who were likewise famous comedians ; and De- 
mosthenes is said to have been instructed by all the three* 
With these advantages and improvements, he appeared 
again in public, and succeeded so well, that people flocked 
from all parts of Greece to bear him. Horn thence he was: 
looked upon as the standard of true eloquence ; insomuch 
thai none of his countrymen have been put in comparison 
with, him; nor even among the Romans, any but Ckero. 
And though it has* been made a question by the ancient 
writers, to which of the two they should give the prefer* 
ence, they have not ventured to decide it ; but have con- 
tented themselves with describing their different beauties^ 



and shewing/ that they were both perfect m their kind. 
His eloquence was*grave and austere like his temper: mas- 
culine and sublime; bold, forcible, and impetuous ; abound** 
ing with metaphors, apostrophes and interrogations ; which) 
with his solemn way of invoking and<appea)*ngtothe gods, 
the planets, the elements, and the manes of those who fell 
at Sal am is and Marathon, had such a wonderful effect upon 
his hearers, that they thought him inspired* If he had not 
so much softness and insinuation as is often requisite in an 
orator, it was not that he wanted art and delicacy, when the 
case required it: l\e knew how to soun.l the inclinations of 
the people, and to lead them to the point he aimed at; and 
sometimes, by seeming to propose that which was directly 
the contrary. But his chief characteristic was vehemence, 
both in action and expression ; and indeed that was the 
qualification of all others most wanted at this time: for the 
people were grown so insolent and imperious, so factious 
and divided, so jealous of the power of the democracy, and 
withal so sunk into a state of pleasure and indolence, that 
no arts of persuasion would nave been so effectual, as that 
spirit and resolution, that force and energy oi Demosthenes, 
to humble them, and to rouse them into a sense of their 
common danger. ~ . . 

But, neither could Demosthenes himself have made such 
impressions on them, if his talent of speakiwg had not been 
supported by their opinion of his integrity. It was that, 
which added weight and emphasis to every thing he said, 
and animated the whole* ^Jt was that, which chiefly enga- 
ged their attention, and determined their counsels; when 
they were convinced that he spoke from his heart, and had 
no interest to manage, but that of the community : and this 
he gave the strongest proofs of, in his zeal against Philip, 
who sard, He was of more weight against him than all the 
fleets and armies of Athens; and that he had no enemy but 
Demosthenes. He was not wanting in his endeavours to 
corrupt him, as he had most of the leading men in 
Greece : but this great orator withstood ali his offers ; and, 
as it was observed, ali the gold in Macedon could not 
bribe him. • - ^ 

When Philip found himself shut out of Greece by the 
Athenians, he turned his arms agamst those remote places 
which depended on them, either as colonies or as conquests*,; 
and particularly against the Giyntbians, whom he had long 
looked upon with an evil eye z but had courted and cajoled 
them, whilst he was otherwise employed, but he came* 
now resolved entirely to reduce them; and advancing* 1*1 
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wards the city, only sent them a short message, to let them 
know, tbat one •!* these two point* was become necessary; 
cither that ihey must quit Qlynthus, or he Macedonia* 
Whereupon ihiy sen: ltnme.dtalely to Athens for relief. 
Tiie subject was debated there with great solemnty ; and 
Demosthenes ww very earnqsi in sending them succours: 
he was opposed by Demades and Hype rides. The opinion, 
however, ot lJc<»o*?heiic& prevailed: the people of Athens 
resolved to unite against Philip; but the great difficulty 
lay in furnishing the supplies: their principal fund, which 
hud formerly served the purposes of war* had long been 
converted to the use of the stage* The money arising from 
this fund wasxomputed at a'thoiisand talents a-Vear; and 
a certain proportion ot it -was allotted to the citizens, to de- 
fray the charge of thci? admittance into the theatre.— 
This distribution having been continued to them from the 
time of Pcricjes, they claimed it now as their right, espe- 
cially since tney had lately obtained a law, which made it 
capital to propose the restoring the fund to the uses for 
Vnich it was originally granted. Hence it was, that upon 
any pressing emergency, extraordinary taxes were to be 
raised ; and they were laid so unequally, and collected with 
so much difficulty, that they seldom answered the service 
for which they were intended.. 

Demosthenes treated this subject with the utmost art 
and circumspections After, she v\ing that the Athenians 
were indispensably obliged to raise an army, in order to stop 
the cnterpiize of their aspiring enemy, he asserted, that 
the theatrical fund was tne only probable mean's of supply* 
These remonstrances had some weight, but were not at- 
tended with deserved success. The Athenians sent a rein- 
forcement, to Olynthus; but Phihp, who had corrupted the 
principal men in the town, entered, plundered il, and sold 
the inhabitants among the rest of the spoil, Here he found 
much treasure, which served to assist him in his further 
encroachments. 

In the mean time, the Thebans, being unable alone to ter- 
minate the war, which they had so long carried on against 
thv; Phocians. addressed Philip> Hitherto, as wc before 
•mentioned, lie bad-observed a kind of neutrality with res- 
pect to the Sacred war; and he seemed to wait fo.r an op- 
portunity of declaring himself; that is, till bbtfi parties 
ahould have weakened themselves by a long war, which 
equally exhausted both. The Thebans had now very much 
abated of that haughtiness, and those ambitious views, with 
which "the victories of Epamioondas bad inspired them* 
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The instant, therefore, they requested the alliance of Philip, 
he resolved to espouse the interest of that republic, in op- 
position to the Phocians. H-e had not lost sight of the pro* 
ject he had formed of obtaining an entrance into Qreecej 
in order to make himself master of it. To give success td 
his design, it was proper for him to declare in favop of 
one of the two parties, which at that time divided all 
Greece ; that is, either for the Thehans, or the Athenians 
and Spartans. He was not so void of sense as to imagine, 
that the latter party would assist his design of carrying his 
arms into Greece* He therefore had no more to do but- to 
join the Thebans, who offered themselves voluntarily to 
him, and who stood in need of Philip's power, to support 
themselves in their declining conditions he therefore de- 
clared at on.ee in their favour. But te give a specious colour 
to his arms, besides the gratitude he affected to have at 
he,art for Thebes, in which he had been educated, he also 
pretended to make an honor of the zeal with which he was 
fired with regard to the- violated god ; and was very glad 
to pass for a religious prince, who warmly espoused the 
cause of the god, and of the temple of Delpbos, in order to 
conciliate by that means, the esteem and friendship of the 
Greeks. 

There was nothing Philip had moire at heart than to 
possess himself of Thermopylae, a*m opened him a passage 
iiUo Greece; to appropriate all' the^ honor of the Sacred 
War to himself, as if he had been principal in that affair; 
and to preside in the Pythian gam«-s. -He : : was therefore 
desirous of aiding the Thebans ; and &y^e4£tt*ff*ns to pos*- 
sess himbelf of Phocis. But then, irf order to put this dou*» 
i>le design in execution* it was necessary for him to keep 
it secret from the Athenians, who had actually declared 
war against Thebes; and who, for many years, had* been in - 
alliance with the Phocians. His, business, therefore, was 
•to make them change therr measures, by-placrog„,other ob- 
jects in their vie\v9 ; and, on this Occasion, the politics of 
'Philip succeeded to a. wonder. - • " •> 

The Athenians, who began to grow tt red of a war, which 
was very burthensome, and of little benefit to them, had 
commissioned CttJsiphorc and Phyrrion r to sound the inten- 
tions of Philip, and in what manner he stood disposed in 
( regard to peace* These related, that -Philip did not ap- 
pear averse to it; and that- he-even expressed a great affec- 
tion for the commonwealth. Upon this, the Athenians 
resolved to send a solemn embassy, to enquire 'more strictly 
into the truth of livings, and to procoVeUlk: taste xplana- 
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lions, previously necessary to -so important a negotiation. 
iEschines and Demosthenes were among the ten ambassa- 
dors, who brought back three from Philip ; viz. Antipater, 
Parmeoio, and Eurylochus. All the ten executed their 
commission very faithfully, and gave a very good account 
of it. Upon this, they were immediately sent back, with 
full powers to conclude a peace, and to ratify it by oaths. 
It was then Demosthenes, who in his first embassy, had 
met some Athenian captives in Macedonia, and had pro- 
mised to return and ransom them at his own expence, en- 
deavoured to enable himself to keep his word ; and in the 
mean time, advised his colleagues to embark with the utmost 
expedition, as the republic had commanded ; and to Watt, as 
soon as* possible, upon Philip, in what place soever he might 
be. However* these, instead of making « speedy dispatch, 
as they weve desired ; went like ambassadors ; proceeded 
to Macedonia by land ; staid .three months in that country ; 
and gave Philip time to possess himself of several other 
strong places belonging to the Athenians in Thrace. At 
last, meeting with the king of Macedonia, they agreed with 
him upon articles of peace : but he, having lulled them 
asleep with the specious pretence of a treaty, deferred the 
ratification of it from day to day. In the mean time he 
ibund means to corrupt the* ambassadors, one after another, 
by presents, Demosthenes excepted ; who, being but one, 
apposed his colleagues to no manner of purpose* 

Philip being suffered quietly to pursue his march into 
Fhocis, gained the streights of Thermopylae; but did not 
immediaurigrdi**df 1 v*; what use lie intended to make of his 
-entrance into Greece : but went on, according to his agree- 
ment with thcTbebans, to put an end to the Phocian war, 
which he easily effected. His name and appearance struck 
.such a terror among the Phocians, that though they bad 
lately received a reinforcement .of a thousand heavy armed 
.Spartans under s the command of their king Archidamus, 
.they declined giving him battle ; and sent to treat with him, 
or rather to submit themselves' to any terms that he would 
{give them* He allowed Phalicus to revire, with eight thou- 
&Mid men, being mercenaries, into Peloponnesus ; but the 
.rest, who were the inhabitants of Phocis, were' left at his 
, mercy. . As the disposing of them was, a matter wherein 
Greece in general was concerned, he did not think fit to 
.act in it by his own private authority ; but referred it to the 
Amphyctions, whom he caused to be assembled for that 
•purpose. But they were so much under his influence, that 
-thejr served only to jgive. a sanction to his determia*ueas. 



They decreed; that all the cities of Phocis should be demo-i 
lished; that they who had fled, as being principally con* 
cerned in the sacrilege, should be stigmatized as accursed,' 
and proscribed as out-laws ; that they who remained as in- 
habitants should be dispersed in villages, and obliged to pay 
out of their lands a yearly tribute of sixty talents, until thfe 
whole of what had been taken out of the temple should b«f 
restored ; they were likewise adjudged to lose their seat in 
the council of the Amphyctions, wherein they had a double 
voice. This, Philip got transferred to himself, which was 
a very material point; and may be looked upon as the prin- 
cipal step towards hi* gaining that authority which he af- 
terwards exercised in the affairs of Greece. At the same 
lime,. he gained, in conjunction with the Thebans and Thes- 
salians, the superintendency of the Pythian games, which 
the Corinthians had /orfeited, for their having taken part 
with, the Phocians. 

Philip having, by these plausible methods, succeeded 
in this expedition, did not think it adviseably, by attempt- 
ing any thing further at present, to sully the glory he had 
acquired by it, or to incense the body of the Grecians 
against him ; wherefore he returned, in a triumphant man- 
ner to his own dominions. After settling his conquests at 
home, he marched into Thessaly ; and having extirpated 
the remains of tyranny in the several cities there, he not 
only confirmed the Thessalians in his interest, but gained 
over many of their neighbours. 

It was upon this occasion that Philip is remarked (bran 
act of private justice, which far outweighs his public cele- 
brity. A soldier, in the Macedonian army, had, in many 
instances, distinguished himself by extraordinary acts of 
valour, and had received many marks of Philip's favour and 
approbation. On' some occasion he embarked on board a 
vessel, which was wrecked by a violent storm, and he him- 
self cast on the shore helpless and hake'd, and scarcely with 
the appearance of life. A Macedonian, whose lands were 
contiguous to the sea, came opportunely to be witness of 
his distress ; and, with all humane and charitable tender- 
ness, flew to the relief of the unhappy stranger. He bore 
him to his house, laid him in his own bed, revived, cherished, 
comforted, and for forty days supplied him freely with all 
the necessaries and conveniences which his languishing 
condition could require. The soldier, thus happily rescued 
from death, was incessant in the warmest expressions of 
gratitude to his benefactor ; assured him of his interest 
wan the king, and of hit power and re&olution of obtaining 
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fcr him, from the royal bounty, the noble returns which 
•uch extraordinary benevolence had merited* He was now 
completely recovered ; and his kind host supplied him with 
money to pursue his journey. In some time after, he pre- 
sented himself before the king; he recounted his misfor- 
tunes; magnified his services.; and, this inhuman wretch, 
who had looked with an eye of envy on the possessions of 
the man who had preserved his life, was now so abandoned to 
all sense of gratitude, as to request the kiqg would bestow 
upon him the house and lands where he had bee n so tender- 
ly and kindly entertained. Unhappily Philip, without ex- 
amination, inconsiderately and precipitately granted his in- 
famous request ; and this soldier now returned to his pre- 
server, repaid his goodness by driving him from his settle- 
ment, and taking immediate possession of all the fruits of 
his honest industry. The poor man,, slung with this in- 
stance of utiparallvd ingratitude anjJ insensibility, boldly de- 
termined, instead of submitting to his wrongs, to seek re- 
lief: and, in a letter addressed to Philip> represented his 
own, and the soldier's conduct, in a lively and affecting 
manner. The king was instantly fired with indignation ; 
he otdered that justice should be done .without delay ; that 
the possessions should be immediately restored to the man 
whose charitable offices had been thus horridly repaid ; and 
having seized this soldier, caused these words to be branded 
Qn his forehead— The Ungrateful Guest ; a character infa- 
mous in every age, and among all nations; but particu- 
larly amohg the Greeks, who, from the earliest times, 
were most scrupulously observant of the laws of hospi- 
tality. , 

Having strengthened himself in these parts, he went the 
next year into Thrace, where he had formed a design 
against the Chersonese. This peninsula had, with sdnfe 
little interrupxion, been /or many years in the hands e£ 
the Athenians ; but Cotys, as being king of the country, 
had lately. wrested it from them, And left it in succession 
to his son Chcrsobleptes. He not being able to defend 
J>imsejf against Philip, ga v e it back to the Athenians, re- 
serving to himself ftnly Cardia, the capital city. But 'Philip 
having soon after spoiled him of the rest of his dominions, 
the Cardians, for fear of falling again under the power of 
the Athenians, threw themselves into his protection. Dio* 
pit lies, who was- the chief of the Athenian colony lately 
sent to the Chersonese, considered this proceeding af Phi- 
lipi in supporting the Cardians, as an act of hostility against 
Athens * whereupon* he invaded the maritime 'p«tt& of 



Thrace, and carried away a great deal of booty. Philip 
being at this time in the upper part of the count ry^ was not* 
in a condition to do himself justice : but he wrote to com- 
plain of it at Athens, as an infraction' of the peace;, and 
his creatures there were, not wanting on their part to ag- 
gravate the charge against Diopithes, as having acted with- 
out orders* and taking it upon himself to renew the war: 
they likewise accused him of committing acts of piracy, 
and of laying their allies under contribution* But whatever 
grounds there were for this part of the accusation, the go- 
vernment of Athens was principally to blame in it ; for hav- 
ing no proper fund for the wars, they sent out their gene- 
rals without money or provisions, and left them to shift for 
themselves ; and yet made them answerable for any iris- 
carriages that should happen, for want of their being bet- 
ter supplied. This, v was a great discouragement to the ser- 
vice, and put those who were employed in it upon pillaging 
and plundering, in such a manner, as they would otherwise 
have been ashamed of.-— Demosthenes, in an harangue that 
he made upon the stage of the Chersonese, undertook the 
defence of Diopithes. 

Philip, however, was no way intimidated at the wordy 
resistance of his eloquent antagonist : he went on with art- 
ful industry, quelling those by his power who were unable : 
to resist, and those by his presents, whom he was unable to 
oppose* " The divisions that then subsisted in Peloponne- 
sus, gave him a pretext for intermeddling in the affairs q£ 
the Greek confederacy* These divisions were chiefly own- 
ing to the Spartans ; who, having little to do in the late fo- 
reign transactions, were recovering their strength at home ; 
and, according to their usual practice, as they increased in 
power, made use of it to insult and oppress their neigh- 
bours. The Argives and Messenians being at this' time • 
persecuted by them, put themselves under the protection of 
Philip ; and the Tbebans joining with them, they all toge^ 
ther formed a powerful confederacy. The natural balance 
against it was an union between Athens and Sparta, which 
the Spartans pressed with great earnestness, as the only 
means for their common security: ami Philip and the - 
Tbebans did all in their power to prevent it. But Demost- 
henes exerting himself upon this occasion, roused up the 
Athenians; and put' them so far upon their guard, that, 
without coming tp an open rupture with Philip, they obliged 
him to desist* 

» d 2 . " ; 
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Pkiltp» howevefr, did not continue idfeupon this disap- 
pointment. Ever restless and enterprising, he turned his 
views another way ; he had long considered the island of 
Eubcea as proper, from its situation, to favour the designs 
he meditated against Greece ; and, in the very beginning of 
his reign, had attempted to possess himself o'f it. He in- 
deed set every engine to work at that time, in order to 
seize upon that island, which he called the shackles of 
Greece. But it nearly concerned the Athenians, on the 
other side, not to suffer it to fall' into the hands of an enemy, 
especially as it might be joined to the continent of Attica, 
by a bridge : however, that people, according to their usual 
custom, continued indolent, whilst Philip pursued his con- 
quests. The latter, who was continually attentive and vi- 
gilant, endeavoured to carry on an intelligence in the island ; 
and by dint of presents, bribed those who had the greatest 
authority in.it. At the request of certain of the inhabitants 
he sent some troops privately thkher, possessed himself of 
several strong places^ dismantled Perthmos, a very impor- 
tant fortress in Eutoea, and established three tyrants, or kings 
over the country. 

The Athenians were conjured, in this distressing junc- 
ture, by one Plutarch, who was at that time upon the island 
to come and deliver the inhabitants from the yoke which 
Philip was going to impose upon them. Upon this, they 
dispatched a few troops thither under the command of Pho- 
cton, a general of whom great expectations were formed, 
and* whose conduct well deserved the favourable opinion the 
public had of him. 

This man would have done honour to the early and least 
corrupted times of the Athenian state. His manners were 
formed in th« Academy, upon the models of the most exact 
and rigid virtue. It was said, that no Athenian ever saw 
him laugh or weep, or deviate in any instance from the most 
settled gravity and composure; He learned the art of war 
under Chabrias ; and frequently moderated the excesses, 
and corrected the errors of that general : his humanity he 
admired and imitated ; and taught him to exert k in a more 
extensive and liberal manner. When he had received his 
'directions to sail, with twenty ships, to collect the contri- 
butions of the allies and dependent cities ;_ * Wiry that force?' 
said Phocian ; « if I am to meet them as enemies, it is insuffi- 
cient ; if lam sent to friends and allies, a single vessel will 
serve/ He bore the severities of a military life with so 
much ease, that if Phocian ever appeared warmly cloathed 
the soldiers at once pronounced it the sign of a remarkably 



bad' season. His oof ward appearance wa* forbidding but 
his conversation easy and obliging ; and all his word* and' 
action* expressed the utmost affection and benevolence. In 
popular assemblies, his lively, close, and natural manner of 
speaking, seemed as it were the echo of the simplicity 
and integrity of his mind 5 and had frequently a greater ef- 
fect than even the dignity and energy of Demosthenes, who* 
called him the pruner ©f his periods. He studied only good' 
sense and plain reasoning, and despised every adventitious 
ornament* In an assembly, when he was to address the 
people, he was surprised by a friend, wrapped up in thought : 
4 1 am considering,' said he, ' whether I cannot retrench 
some part of my intended address.' He was sensible of* 
tile ill conduct of his countrymen, and ever treated them' 
•with the greatest severity. He desired their censures ; and 
so far did he affect to despise their applause, that at a time 
when his sentiments extorted their approbation, he turned 
about in surprise, and asked a friend, * If. any thing weak 
or impertinent had escaped him?' His sense, of the dege- 
neracy of Athens, made him fond of pacific measures. He 
saw the designs of Philip ; but imagined that the state was' 
too corrupted to give him any effectual opposition ; so that 
he was of the number of those men who, according to De- 
mosthenes in his third Philippic oration, gave- up the inter* 
estsof the state, not corruptly or ignorantly, but from a despe- 
rate purpose of yielding to the fate of a constitution, thought 
fo be irrecoverably lost. He was of consequence ever of v 
the party opposite to Demosthenes ; and having been taught, 
by experience, to suspect the popular leaders, considered 
his earnestness to rouse the Athenians to arms, as aji arti- 
fice to embroil the state, and by that means to gain an in- 
fluence in the assembly. 4 Phociot*,' said Demosthenes, 4 the 
people, in some mad fit, will certainly sacrafice thee to 
their fury.' « Yes,' replied he* i and you will be their vie* 
ttm, if ever they have an internal ^f reason.' Yet they of- 
ten prevailed on him to act against his judgment, though 
never to speak against his conscience. He never refused 
or declined the command, whatever might be his opinion 
of the expedition. Forty-five times was he chosen to lead 
their armies; generally in his absence, and ever without 
the least application. They knew his merit ; and, in the 
hour of danger, forgot that severity with which he* usually 
treated their inclinations and opinions. ' 

It was to him the Athenian gave the command of the 
forces they sent to the aid of Plutarch of Eretria. But this 
traitor repaid his benefactors with ingratitude ; he set up the 



1 standard against them, and endeavoured openly to repulse the* 
very army he had requested. However, Phocion was not at a. 
loss how to act upon this unforeseen^ perfidy ; for he pursu- 
ed his enterprise, won a battle, and dro?e Plutarch from 
Eretria. 

These disappointments, however, no way intimidated 
Philip, or rendered him the least remiss in prosecuting his 
original design, He now, therefore, changed the method 
of his attack, and sought for an opportunity of distressing 
Athens another way. He knew that this city, from the bar- 
eness of Attica, stood in greater want of foreign corn than 
any other. To dispose at discretion, of their transports, 
and by that means starve the Athenians, he marched to- 
wards Thrace, from whence that city imported the great- 
est part of its' provisions, with an intention to besiege Pe- 
rinthus and Byzantium* To keep his kingdom in obedience 
during his absence, he left his son Alexander behind, with 
sovereign authority, though he was but fifteen years old- 
This young prince gave, even at that time, spme proofs, of 
his courage ;. having defeated certain neighbouring^ states, 
subject to Macedonia, who had considered the kings absence 
as a very proper time for executing the design they had 
formed of revolting. This happy success of Alexander's 
first expeditions, was highly agreeable to his father, and at 
the same time an earnest of what might be expected from 
him.., But fearing lest, allured by this dangerous bait he 
should abandon himself inconsiderately to his vivacity and 
fire, he sent for him in order to become his master; and 
form him, in person, for the trade of war. 

In the mean time, Philip opened the campaign with 
the siege of Perinthus, a considerable city of Thrace, and 
firmly attached to the Athenians. It was assisted from By- 
, zantyum, a neighbouring city, which drew in succours as 
occasion required. Philip, therefore resolved to besiege 
both at the same time. Still, however, he was desirous to 
appear cautious and tender of displeasing the Athenians, 
whom he endeavoured to amuse with the most profound re- 
spect, mixed with well timed abuses, and the most flatter- 
ing submission. Upon this occasion, he wrote them a let- 
ter, reproaching them in the strongest terms, for their in- 
fraction of treaties, and his own religious observance of 
them. * In the times of great enmity,' says he, ' the most 
you did was to fit out ships of war against me, and to seize 
and s,ell the merchants that came to trade in my domin- 
ions i but now, you carry your hatred and injustice to such 
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prodigious lengths, as even to send ambassadors to the 
king of Persia, to make him declare against me.' 

This letter gave the orators who undertook Philip's de- 
fence, a fine opportunity of justifying him to the people* 
Demosthenes alone stood firm, and still continued to expose 
his artful designs, and to break down all those laboured 
schemes which were undertaken to deceive the people. 
Sensible, on this occasion, how, necessary it was to remove- 
the first impressions which the perusal of this letter might' 
make, he immediately ascended the tribune, and from 
thence harangued the people, witji all the thunder of his 
eloquence. He told them, the letter was written in a style 
not suitable to the people of Athens; that it was a plain de- 
claration of war against them ; that Philip had long since: 
made the same declaration by his actions ; and that, by the 
peace he had concluded with them, he meant "nothing fur- 
ther than a bare cessation of arms, in order to gain time* 
and to take them more unprepared. From thence he pro*, 
ceeded to his usual topic of reproving them for their sloth) 
for suffering themselves to be deluded by their orators who* 
were in Philip's pay. 4 Convinced^ by these truths,' con* > 
tintied he, ** O Athenians! and strongly persuaded that we- 
can no longer be allowed to affirm that we enjoy peace* 
(for Philip has now declared war against us by his letter, 
and has long done the same by his conduct) you ought not 
to spare either the public treasure, or the possessions of 
private persons: but when occasion shall require, haste to 
your respective standards, and set abler generals at your 
Lead, than those you hare hitherto employed ; for no one 
among you ought to imagine, that the same men, who have' 
ruined your affairs, will have abilities to restore them to 
tbe'iT former happy situation. Think liow infamous it is, 
that a man from Macedon should contemn dangers to such 
a degree, that merely to aggrandise his empire, he should 
rush into the midst of combats, and return from battle. 
covered with wounds ; and that the Athenians, whose here* 
ditary right is to obey no man, btit to impose law on others, 
sword in hand ; that Athenians, I say, merely through de-» 
jection of spirit arid indolence, should degenerate from the- 
glory of their ancestors^ and abandon the interest of their 
country !' To this expostulation, Pbocion readily offered 
his voice and opinion. He urged the incapacity of the 
generals already chosen ; and, in consequence of hts "ad- 
vice, he himself was appointed general of the army that 
was to go against Philip, who was still besieging Byzan- 
tium. . 



Phocion having led hit troops to the succour of the By- 
santisns, the inhabitants, on his arrival, opened their gates 
to him with joy, and lodged his soldiers in their houses, as 
their own brothers and children. The Athenian officers 
and soldiers, struck with the confidence reposed in them, 
behaved with the utmost prudence and modesty, and were 
entirely irreproachable in their conduct; nor were they less 
admired for their courage ; and in all the attacks they sus- 
tained, discovered the utmost intrepidity, which danger 
seemed only to improve. Phocion's prudence, seconded by 
the bravery of his troops, soon forced Philip to abandon his 
design upon Byzantium and.Perinthus. He was beat out of 
the Hellespont, which diminished very much his fame and 
glory ; for he hitherto had been thought invincible, and no- 
thing had been able to oppose him. Phocion took some of 
his ships ; recovered many fortresses which he had garri- 
soned ; and having made several descents into different 
paits of his territories, he plundered all the open country, 
till a body of forces assembling to check his progress, he 
was obliged to retire. 

Philip, after having been forced to raise the siege of 
Byzantium, marched against Atheas k ing, of Scythia ; front 
whom he had received some personal cause of discontent, 
and took his son with him in this expedition. Though the 
Scythians had. a very numerous army, he defeated them 
without any difficulty: he got a very great booty, which 
consisted not in gold and silver, the use and value of which 
■ the Scythians were not as yet so unhappy as to know, but 
in cattle, horses, -and a great number of women and chil- 
dren. . 

At his return from Scythia, the Triballi, a people of 
Moesia, disputed the pass with him, laying clajm to part of 
the plunder he was carrying off. Philip was forced to come 
to a battle ; and a very bloody one was fought, in which 
great numbers on each side were killed on the spot: the 
king himself was wounded in the thigh, and with the same 
tburst, had his horse killed under him. Alexander flew- 
to his father's aid, and covering him with his shield, killed, 
or put to flight all who attacked him. , 

The Athenians had considered the siege of Byzantium 
as an absolute rupture, and an open declaration -of war* 
The king of Macedon, who was apprehensive of the conse- 
quences of it, and dreaded very much the power of the 
Athenians, whose hatred he had drawn upon himself, made 
overtures of peace, in order to soften: their resentment, 
Phocion, little suspicious, and apprehensive of the uncer- 



taint y of military wants, was of opinion, that the Athe** 
ians should accept his offer*: but Demosthenes, who had 
studied more than Phocion, .the genius andf character of 
Philip, was persuaded that, -according to his usual custom, 
his only, view was to impose upon the Athenians, prevented 
their listening to his pacific proposals. When Philip found 
the Athenians would not treat with him, and that they' 
were acting offensively against him, especially at sea v where 
they blocked up his ports, and put an entire stop to his 
commerce, he began -to form new alttances against them, 
particularly witn tne Thebans and Xhessalians, without 
whom he knew he could not keep open his passage into 
Greece* At the same time he was sensible, that hisengag- 
ing these powers tp act directly against Athens, and in his 
own personal quarrel, would have so bad an aspect, that 
they would not easily come into it. For which reason he 
endeavoured, underhand, to create new disturbances in 
Greece, that he might take such a part in them, as would 
best answer his views: and when the flame was kindled, 
his. point was to appear rather to be called in as an assis- 
tant, than to act as a principal. 

By the result of his. machinations, he soon found an op- 
portunity of raising divisions between the Locrtans of Am* 
phissa, and their capital city. They were accused of' hav- 
ing prpfaried a spot of sacred ground (which lay very near 
the temple of Delphos), by ploughing it, as the Phocians 
had done upon a former occasion. In order to produce 
and widen thm breach, Philip employed JLschines jfcie ora- 
tor, who by Bribes was entirely devoted to him, to ha- 
rangue at the assembly of the Amphyctions against this 
outrage upon the religion of their country. iEschtnes was 
a man of great abilities, and only second in eloquence to 
Demosthenes* He had now a fair opportunity of raising 
commotions, by appearing only interested for his country, 
and zealous for the glory and defence of Athens. With a 
passionate warmth, which is frequently, the effect of artifice 
as well as of real patriotism, and which is most likely to 
deceive, and more particularly in popular assemblies, by 
.being considered as the indication of sincerity, and the over- 
.flowings of a heart honestly affected, he boldly delivered his 
opinions. His sentiments were echoed through the assem- 
bly by the friends of Philip; the tumult was kept up to 
destroy all remonstrances of caution and policy, and a reso- 
lution was passed, that a deputation should be. sent to Phi* 
lip king of Macedon, inviting him to assist Apollo and the 
Amphyctions, and 10 repel the outrages of the impious Am- 
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-fyhisaoeans ; and farther to declare, that he was constitute^ 
by all the Greeks, member of the council of Amphyctions, 
and general and commander of their forces, with full and 
unlimited powers. 

This welcome inritation and commission, the fruit of 
all his secret practices, Philip received in Thrace, while he 
was yet ow his return to Macedon* He bowed with an af- 
fectionate reverence to the venerable council, and declared 
bis readme** to execute their orders. 

The interior states of Greece, and all those whose sim- 
plicity andjiuedkness rendered them insensible to the de- 
signs nowf forming by Philip, entirely approved of the act 
of the Amphyctions; and of the nomination of a prinee to 
the comtnajfed of their forces, so eminent and illustrious for 
his piety, and so capable of executing the vengeance of 
Heaven. At Sparta and at Athens, this event was consi- 
dered in a different manner. The first of these people, 
though possessed but of a small part of their ancient great- 
.ness, yet still retained their pride, and seemed to have 
looked with a sullen indignation at the honours paid to 
Macedon: the Athenians had been long taught to dread 
•the policy of Philip, and now their great popular leader re- 
peatedly urged the necessity of suspicion, and represented 
•all the late transactions in the Amphyctionic council as the 
effects of Philip's intrigues, and a design against Greece in 
general, but more particularly against the welfare and li- 
berty of Athens. 

To counteract the zeal of Demosthenes Jffxidio prevent 
the effects of his incessant remonstrances, the minds of the 
*people were alarmed with oracles and predictions, uttered 
'with all solemnity from the sacred tripod, and reported to 
the Athenians with all the veneration due to the dictates 
of Apollo. Vengeance was pronounced against all those 
who should presume to oppose the king of Macedon, the 
destined instrument of Divine Justice ; and the people were 
exhorted not to suffer artful and designing orators, and po- 
pular leaders, to seduce them to their ruin. 

In the mean time, Philip immediately got his troops 
together ; and with all the show of religious veneration, be- 
gan to march, in order to chastise the irreverent Locrians. ; 
But he had far different aims; -and instead -of proceeding 
upon so ridiculous a commission, made a sudden turn, and 
seized upon Elafea, a capital city of Phocis, which was ve- 
ry well situated for awing the Thebans, of whom he began 
to grow jealous, and for preparing his way to At liens. Bat 
k> so extraordinary a step as this, he fahly threw. off the 
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mask, and bade defiance to the whole body of Grecians* 
Thus was this enterprising prince, all of a sudden, master 
of a port of the utmost consequence ; at the head of an ar- 
my, capable of striking terror into his opposers; at the 
distance of but two days march from Attica ; absolute com- 
mander, as it were, of the citadel and fortress* both of 
Thebes and Athens; conveniently situated fox.. receiving 
succours from Thessaly and Macedon; and entirely at li- 
berty either to give battle to those *who might, presume to 
appear in arms against him, or to protract 'the war to any 
length that might be found convenient. 

The news of Philip's recent transaction «was quickly 
spread through the adjacent countries ; and received with 
all the stupid and helpless astonishment of m#£roUsed from 
a long lethargy, and awakened to a dreadfur* eiise of their 
danger, and of the real designs .of their enemy. It was 
late in the evening when a courier arriving at Athens, ap- 
peared before the Prytanes, and pronounced the dreadful 
tidings, that the king of Macedon had taken possession of 
Elatea. These magistrates, and all the other citizens were 
now at supper, indulging themselves 4n the pleasures and 
gaittes of the table, when the news, which in an instant 
rung through all the city, roused them from their state of 
ease, and put an end to all their festivity. The streets and 
public places were instantly filled with a distracted con- 
course : every man with terror and confusion in his coun- 
tenance; and every man solicitous for an immediate consul- 
tation, on an emergency so important and alarming. At 
the dawn of the succeeding day, the assembly met together, 
impressed with that consternation which urgent danger na- 
turally inspires. The whole body of the people flocked to the 
senate , house, seized their places, and waited with the ut- 
most anxiety for so important a deliberation. The herald, 
as was the custom at Athens, arose, and cried out with a 
loud voice, ( Who among you will ascend the tribunal?' All 
however was silence, terror and dismay : he again repeated 
the invitation ; but still no one rose up, though air the ge- 
nerals and orators .were present. At length Demosthenes, 
animated with the greatness of the approaching danger, 
arose, undaunted and unmoved in this scene of horror. 
With a countenance of serenity, the firm composure of a 
patriot, and the sage discernment of a complete statesman, 
he addressed himself to the assembly in the following man* 
net: * Athenians ! permit me to explain the circumstances 
of that state which Philip has now seized upon. Those of 
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its citizens whom his gold could corrupt, or bis .artifice 
deceive, are all at his devotion. What then is his design ? 
By drawing up his forces, and displaying his powers on the 
borders of Thebes, he hopes to inspire his adherents with 
confidence and elevation, and to terrify and controul ,his 
adversaries) that fear or force may drive them into those 
measures which we have hitherto opposed. If then, we are 
resolved, in this conjuncture, to cherish the remembrance 
of every act of unkindness, which the Thebans have done 
to Athens ; if we regard them with suspicion, as men who 
have ranged themselves on the side of our enemy ; in the 
first place, we shall act agreeably to Philip's warmest wishes ; 
and then I am apprehensive, that the party, who now oppose 
him, may be brought over to his interest ; the whole city 
submit unanimously to his direction; and Thebesand Mace- 
don fall, with their united force on Attica. Grant the due at- 
tention to what I shall now propose ; let it be calmly weigh- 
ed, without dispute or cavil, and I doubt not but that my 
counsels may direct you to the best and most salutary mea- 
sures, and dispel the dangers now impending over the state. 
What then do I recommend ? First, shake off that terror 
which hath possessed your minds ; and, instead of fearing 
for yourselves, let the Thebans be the objects of your ap- 
prehensions: they are more immediately affected ; they are 
the first to feel the dangers* In the next place, all those 
of the age for military service, both infantry and cavalry, 
should march instantly to Eieusis, that Greece 1 may see, 
that you are also assembled in arms : and your friends in 
Thebes be emboldened to assert their rights, when they 
are assured, that as they who have sold their country to 
the Macedonians,, have a force at Elatea to support them, 
so you are ready to assist the men who bravely contend for 
liberty. In the last place, I recommend to you to nomi- 
nate ten ambassadors, who, with the generals, may have 
full authority to determine the time, and all other circum- 
stances of this march. . When these ambassadors arrive at 
Thebes, how are they to conduct this great affair ? This is 
a point worthy of your most serious attention. Make no 
demands of the Thebans ; at this conjuncture it would be 
dishonourable : assure them that your assistance is ready 
for their acceptance, as you are justly affected by their dan- 
ger, and have been so happy as to foresee and to guard 
against it. If they approve of your sentiments, and embrace 
your overtures, we shall effect our great purpose, arid act 
■with a dignity Worthy of our state. — But should it happen 
that we are not so successful, whatever misfortunes they 



49 

< 

may suffer, to themselves shall they be imputed; while 
your conduct shall appear, in no one instance, inconsistent 
with the honour and renown of Athens-' 

This oration, delivered with ease and resolution, did not 
want its due effect ; it was received with yniversai applause, 
and Demosthenes himself was.instantly chosen to head the 
embassy which he had now proposed. A decree, in pursu- 
ance of his advice was drawn up, in form ; with an additio-* 
nal clause, that a fleet of two hundred sail should be fitted 
out, flo cruize near Thermopylae. 

In consequence of this, Demosthenes set out for Thebes, 
making the more h aste, as he was sensible that Philip might 
over-run Attica in two days. Philip, on the other hand, 
in order to oppose the eloquence of Demosthenes sent am- 
bassadors to Thebes, among whom was Python, who par- 
ticularly distinguished himself by the liveliness of his orati- 
ons. But his persuasive powers were far inferior to those 
of Demosthenes, who overcame ail opposition. The mas- 
culine eloquence of Demosthenes was irresistabie ; and kin- 
dled in the souls of the Thebans so warm a zeal for their 
country, and so strong a passion for freedom, that they 
were no longer masters of themselves ; laying aside all fear 
and gratitude, and all prudential considerations* 

That which animated Demosthenes, next to his pub- 
lic safety, was his haVing to do with a man of Python's 
abilities ; and he some time after took occasion to Value 
himself upon the victory he had obtained over him. * I did not 
give way/ said he, * to the boasting Python, when he would 
have bore me down with a torrent of words/ — He gloried 
more in the success of this negotiation, than of any other 
he had been employed in, and spoke of it as his masterpiece 
in politics. 

Philip, quite disconcerted by the union of these two na- 
tions^ sent ambassadors to the Athenians to request them 
not to levy an armed force, but to live in harmony with hinn 
However, they were too justly alarmed and exasperated, to 
listen to any accommodation ; and would no longer depend 
on the word ot a prince, whose whole aim was to deceive* 
In consequence, preparations for war were made with the 
utmost diligence, and the soldiery discoveretl incredible ar- 
dour. However, many evil disposed persons endeavoured 
to extinguish or damp it, by relating fatal omens, and ter- 
rible predictions, which the priestess of Delphos was Said 
to have uttered. But Demosthenes, confiding firmly in the 
arras of Greece, and encouraged wonderfully by the num- 
ber and bravery of the troops, who desired only to march 
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against the enemy, would not suffer them to be amused 
with these oracles and frivolous predictions* It was on 
this occasion, he said, the Priestess philipized ; meaning, 
that it was Philip's money that inspired the priestess, open- 
ed her mouth, and made the god speak whatever she thought 
proper. He bade the Thebans remember their Epaminon- 
das, and the Athenians their Pericles; who considered these 
oracles and predictions as idle scare-crows, and consulted 
only their reason* The Athenian army set out immediate- 
ly, and marched to Eleusis ; and the Thebans, surprised 
at the diligence of their confederates, joined them, and 
waited the approach of the enemy. 

Philip, on his part, well knowing that the bravery and 
spirit of his enemies wanted that direction which might 
enable them to improve their advantages, and conscious al- 
so of his own abilities, and the weakness of those generals 
who commanded the Greeks, determined to bring on a ge- 
neral engagement, where his superior skill must appear of 
the greatest moment. For this purpose he took a favoura- 
ble apportunity of decamping, and led his army to the plain 
of Chseionea, a name rendered famous by the event of this 
important contest. Here he chose his station, in view of 
of a temple, dedicated to Hercules, the author of his race, 
as if resolved to fight in his presence; to make him witness 
of the actions of his descendants, and to commit his forces 
and his cause, to the immediate protection of this hero. 
Some ancient oracles were preserved, which seemed to 
point out the spot on which he now encamped, as the scene 
of some dreadful calamity to Greece. 

His army was formed of thirty-two thousand men, war- 
like, disciplined, and long enured to the toils and dangers 
' of the field ; but this body was composed of different na- 
tions and countries, who had each their distinct, and sepa- 
rate views and interests. The army of the confederates did 
not amount to thirty thousand complete ; of which the Athe- 
nians and Thebans furnished the greatest part : the rest 
was formed of the Corinthians and Peloponnesians. The 
same motives, and the same zeal, influenced and animated 
them. All were equally affected by the event ; and all 
equally resolved to conquer or die in defence of liberty. 

On the eve of the decisive day, Diogenes, the famous 
cynic, who had long looked with equal contempt on either 
party, was led by curiosity to visit the camps as an uncon- 
cerned spectator. In the Macedonian camp, where his cha- 
racter and person were not known, he was stopped by the 
guards, and conducted to Philip's tent. The king expro 
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seel surprise at a stranger's presuming to approach his 
camp ; and asked with severity, whether he came as a spy? 
Yes,' said Diogenes, f I -am- com? to spy upon your vanity 
and ambition, who' thus wantonly set your life and kingdom 
to the hazard of .an hour/ 

And now the fatal morning appeared, which was for 
ever todecTde the cause of liberty, and the empire ofGreece. 
Before the rising of the sun, both armies were ranged in, 
order of battle.. The Thebans, commanded by Theogenes, 
a man of but moderate abiliities in war, and suspected of 
corruption, obtained the post of honour on the right wing 
of the confederated Greeks ; with that famous body in the 
front, called the Sacred Band, formed of generous and war- 
like youths, connected* and endeared to each other by all 
the noble enthusiasm of fove and friendship. The centre 
was formed of the Corinthians and Peloponnesians ; and the 
Athenians composed the left wing led by their generals, 
Lysicles and Chares. On the left of the Macedonian army 
stood Alexander, at the head of a chosen body of noble 
Macedonians, supported by the famous cavalry of Thessaly. 
As this prince was then-but nineteen years old, his father 
.was careful to curb his youthful impetuosity, and to direct 
his valour; and for this purpose surrounded him with a 
number of experienced officers. In the center were placed 
those Greeks who had united with Philip, and on whose 
courage he had the least dependence; while the king him- 
self commanded on the right wing, where his renowned 
phalanx stood, to oppose the impetuosity with which tfye 
Athenians were well known to begin their onset. 

The charge began on each side with all the courage 
and violence which ambition, revenge, the love of glory, and 
the love of liberty, could excite in the several^ombatants. 
Alexander, at the head of the Macedonian nobles, first fell, 
with all the fury of youthful courage, on the Sacred Band 
of Thebes ; which sustained his attack with a bravery and 
vigour worthy of its former fame. The gallant youths who 
composed this body, not being timely, or ho* duly support* . 
ed Uy their countrymen, ty>re up for a while against the 
torrent of the enemy ; till at length, oppressed and over- 
powered by superior numbers* without yielding or turning 
their hacks on* their assailants; they sunk down on that 
gpound where they had been originally" stationed, each by 
the side of his darling friend, raising up a bulwark by their 
bodies^ja^t the progress of the army. But the young 
prince anu^us forces, in all the enthusiastic ardor of valour, 
E e 2 
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animated by success, poshed on through all the carnage, 
and over all the heaps of slain, and fell furiously on the 
main body of the Thebans; where they were opposed with 
obstinate and deliberate courage, and the contest was for 
some time supported with mutual violence. 

The Athenians, at the same time on the right wing, 
fought with a spirit and intrepidity, worthy of the charact- 
er by which they were animated* Many brave efforts were 
exerted on each side, and success was for some time doubt- 
ful ; till at length part of the center, and the left wing of 
the Macedonians, (except the phalanx) yielded to the im- 
petuous attack of the Athenians, and fled with some preci- 
pitation. Happy had it been on that day for Greece, if the 
conduct and abilities of the Athenian generals had been 
equal to the valour of their soldiers! but those brave cham- 
pions of liberty were led on by the despicable, creatures of 
intrigue and cabal* Transported by the advantage now 
obtained, the presumptuous Lysicles cried out, * Come 
on, my gallant countrymen : the victory is ours; let us 
pursue these cowards, and drive them to Macedon ;' and 
thus, instead of improving their happy opportunity, by 
charging the phalanx in -flanks and so breaking this formi- 
dable body, the Athenians wildly and precipitately pressed 
forward, in pursuit of the flying enemy ; themselves in all 
the tumult and . disorder of a rout. Philip saw this fatal 
error, with the contempt of a skilfui genera], and the secret 
exultation arising from the assurance of approaching victo- 
ry. He coolly observed to those officers that stood round 
him, ' That the Athenians knew not how to conquer; and 
ordered his phalanx to change its position, and by a sudden 
evolution, to gain possession of an adjacent eminence. From 
thence they marched deliberately down, firm and collected, 
and fell, with their united force, on the Athenians, now con- 
fident of success, and blind to their danger. The shock was 
irresistible ; they were at once overwhelmed ; many of them 
lay crushed by the weight of the enemy, and expiring by 
their wounds ; while the rest escaped from the dreadful 
slaughter, by a shameful and precipitate flight ; bearing 
down, and hurrying away with them, those troops which 
had been stationed for their support. And here the re- 
nowned orator and statesman, whose noble sentiments and 
spirited harangues had raised the courage on this day so. 
eminently exerted, betrayed that weakness whieh has sul- 
lied his great character. He alone, of all his jggtyfiymen, 
advanced to the charge, cold and dismayed ; and, at the 
very first appearance of a reverse of fortune, in an agony 



of terror, turned his back, cast away that shield which he 
had adorned with this inscription, in golden characters— 
To Good Fortune; and appeared the foremost in the gene- 
ral rout". The ridicule and malice of his enemies, related, 
or perhaps invented another shameful circumstance ; that 
being. impeded in his flight by some brambles, his imagi- 
nation was so' possessed with the presence of ^an enemy, 
that he loudly cried out for quarter. 

"While Philip was thus triumphant on his side, Alexan- 
der continued the conflict on the other wing; and at length 
broke the Th'ebans in spite of all their acts of valour, who 
now fled from the field, and were pursued with great car- 
nage. The centre of the confederates was thus totally 
abandoned to the fury of a victorious enemy. But enough 
of slaughter had already been made ; more than one thou 
sand of the Athenians lay dead on the field of battle, two 
thousand were made prisoners, and the loss of the Thebans 
was not inferior. Philip therefore determined to conclude 
his important victory, by an act of apparent clemency, 
which his ambition and policy really dictated. He gave 
orders that the Greeks should be spared, conscious of hhi 
own designs, and still expecting to appear in the field the 
head and leader of that body which he had now completely 
subdued. 

Philip was transported with this victory beyond mea- 
sure, and having drank to excess at an entertainment which 
he gave upon that occasion, went into the field of battle^ 
where he insulted over the slain, and upbraided the prison- 
ers with their misfortunes. He leaped and danced about in 
a frantic manner, and with an air of burlesque merriment, 
sung the beginning of the decree, which Demosthenes had 
drawn up as s a declaration of the war against him. De- 
mades, who was of the number of the prisoners, had the 
courage to reproach him with this ungenerous behaviour, 
telling him, * That fortune had given him -the part of Aga- 
memnon, but that he was acting that of Thersites.' He was 
so struck with the justness of this reproof; that it wrought 
a thorough change in him ; and he was so far from being 
offended at Demades, that he immediately gave him his li- 
berty, and shewed him afterwards great marks of honor and 
friendship. He likewise relieved all the Athenian captives, 
without ransom; and when they found him so x generously 
disposed~towards them, they made a demand of their bag*, 
gage, with every thing else that bad been taken from them ; 
but to that Philip replied, * Surely they think I have not 
beat them.' This discharge of the prisoners was ascribed 
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ki a great measure to Demades, who is said to have new- 
mode tied Philip, and to have softened his temper with the 
Atuc graces as Diodorus expresses it: indeed Philip him- 
self acknowledged upon another occasion, that his' frequent 
converse with the Athenian orators, had been of great use 
to him in correcting his morals. Justin represents his car- 
riage after the battle in a very different light ; ailedging, 
thai he took abundance of pains to dissemble his joy; that 
he affected great modesty and compassion, a'net was' not 
seen to laugh ; and that he would have no sacrifice, no 
crowns nor perfumes ; that he forbid all kinds of sports; 
and did nothing that might make him appear to the con- 
querois to be elated, nor to the conquered, ta be insolent* 
But this account seems to have been confounded with others 
which were given of him, after his being reformed by De- 
mades. It is certain that after his first transport was over, 
and that he began to recollect himself, he shewed great 
humanity to the Athenians ; and that in order still to keep 
measures with them, he renewed the peace. But the The- 
bans, who had renounced their. alliance with him, he treat- 
ed in another manner.* He* who affected to be as much 
master of his allies as of his subjects, could not easily par- - 
don those who had deserted him in so critical a conjunc- 
ture. Wherefore, he not only took ransom for their pri- 
soners, but made them pay for leave to buiy their dead* 
After these severities, and after having placed a strong gar- 
ri&on over them, he granted them a peace. 

We are told that Isocrates, the most celebrated rhetori- 
cian of that/ age, who loved his. country with the utmost 
tenderness*, could not survive the luss and ignominy with 
which it was covered, by the loss of the battle of Chaeronea. 
The instant he received ihe news of its being uncertain what 
use Philip would make of his victory, and determined to die 
a free man, he hastened his end by abstaining from food; 
he was fourscore and eighteen years of age. This defeat 
was attributed chiefly to the ill conduct of the generals Ly- 
sicles and Chares; the former of whom, the Athenians put 
to death at the instance of Lycurgus, who had great credit 
and influence with the people, but was a severe judge, and 
a mosf bitter accuser. * You Lysicles,' said he, were ge- 
neral of the urrny; a thousand citizens were slain, two 
thousand taken prisoners ; a trophy has been erected to the 
dishonor 01 this city, end all Greece is enslaved. You had • 
the command when ail these things happened; and yet you 
dare to live, and view the light of the sun, and blush not 
to appear publicly in the fotum ; you, JLysicles, who are 
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born themdnument of your country's shame !' This Lycur- 
gus was one of the orators of the first rank, and free from 
the general corruption which then reigned among them* 
He managed the public treasure for twelve years with great 
uprightness, and had, all his life long, the reputation of a 
man of honor and virtue. £Ie encreased the shipping, sup- 
plied the arsenal, drove the bad "men out of the city, and 
framed several good laws. He kept an exact register of 
every thing he did during his administration ; and when 
that was expired, he caused it to be fixed up to a pillar, 
that every body might be at liberty to inspect it, and to 
censure his conduct. *He carried this point so far, that, in 
his last sickness he ordered himselt to be carried to the 
senate-house to give a public account of all his actions* 
and after he had refuted one who accused him there, he 
went home and died. Notwithstanding the austerity of 
his temper, he was a great encourager of the stage ; which 
though it had been carried to an excess that was manifestly 
hurtful to the public, he still looked on it as the best school 
to instruct and polish the minds of the people. And to this 
end, he kept up a spirit of emulation among the writers of 
tragedy, and erected the states of Jischylus, Sophocles, 
and Euripides. He left three sons who were unworthy of 
him, and behaved so ill, that they were all put in prison ; 
but Demosthenes, out of regard to the memory of their fa- 
ther, got them discharged. 

It does not appear that Chares underwent any prose- 
cution for his share of this action ; though, according to his 
general character, he deserved it as much or more than 
his colleague. For he had no talent for command, and was 
very little different from a common soklier. Timotheus 
said of him, ' That instead^ of being a general, he was 
fitter to carry the general's baggage/ His person indeed 
was of that robust kind of make j and it was that which 
sewed in some measure to recommend htm to the peo- 
ple- But he was more a man of pleasure than fatigue. In 
his military expeditions, he was wont to carry with him a 
band of music ; and he defrayed the expence of it out of 
the soldiers' pay. Notwithstanding his want of abilities, 
he had a thorough good opinion of himself. He was vafn 
and positive, bold and boisterous ; a great undertaker, and 
always rea/ly to warrant success ; but his performances sel- 
dom answered ; and hence it was, that the promises of Cha- 
pes became a proverb. And yet as little as he was to be 
depended on, he had his partizans among the people, and 
among the orators, by whose means he got himself to be 
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frequently employed) and others to be excluded who were 
more capable* 

But it was Demosthenes who seemed to have been the 
principal cause of the terrible shock which Athens received 
at this time, and which gave its power such a wound, as 
it never recovered. However, at the very instant the Athe- 
nians heard of this bloody overthrow, which affected so 
great a number of families, when it would have been no 
wonder, had the multitude, seized with terror and alarms, 
given way to an emotion of blind zeal, against the man 
whom they might have considered in some measure as the 
author of this dreadful calamity ; even at this very instant, 
I say, the people submitted entirely to the counsels of De- 
fito^thenes. The precautions that were taken to post guards, 
to raise the wails, and to repair the ditches, were all in con- 
sequence of his advice. He himself was appointed to supply 
the city with provisions, and to repair the walls, which* lat- 
ter commission he executed with so much generosity, that 
it acquired him the greatest honour ; and for which, at the 
request of Ctesiphon, a crown of gold was decreed him as a 
a reward for his having presented the commonwealth with 
a sum of money out of his own estate, sufficient to defray 
what was wanting of the sums for preparing the walls. 

On the present occasion, that is, after the battle of 
Chaeronea, such orators as opposed Demosthenes, having 
all risen up in concert against him, and having cited him to 
take his trial according to law, the people not only declared 
him innocent of the several accusations laid to his charge, 
but conferred more honours upon him than he had enjoyed 
Jbefore ; so strongly did the veneration they had for his zeal 
and fidelity overbalance the efforts of calumny and malice. 
But the people did not stop here. The bones of such as 
had been killed in the battle of Chaeronea having been brought 
to Athens to be interred, they appointed Demosthenes to 
compose the eulogium of those brave men: a manifest 
proof that they did not ascribe to him the ill success of the 
battle, but to Providence only, who disposes of human events 
at pleasure. 

It was in this year that iEschines drew up an accusation 
against Ctesiphon, or rather against Demosthenes, which 
was the most remarkable that ever appeared before any tri- 
bunal ; not so much for the object of the contest, as for 
the greatness and ability of the speakers. Ctesiphon, a> 
parti zan and friend of Demosthenes, brought a -cause before 
the assembly of the people, in which he urged that a de- 
cree should, be passed, giving a golden crown to Demgsl* 
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the rival of Demosthenes, as well in eloquence as ambi- 
tion. , 

No cause ever "excited so much curiosity, nor was 
pleaded with so much pomp. People flocked to rt from all 
parts, and they had great reason for so doing ^ for what 
sight could be nobler ttian a conflict between two orators, 
each of them excellent in his way, both formed by nature, 
improved by art, and animated by perpetual dissentions* 
and an implacable animosity against each other* 

The juncture seemed to iavour iEschines very much ; 
for the Macedonian party, whom he always befriended, was 
very powerful in Athens, especially after the ruin of Thebes. 
Nevertheless ^E^chines lost his cause, and was justly sen* 
fenced to banishment for his rash accusation. He thereup- " 
on went and settled himself in Rhodes, where he opened a 
.school of eloquence, the fame and glory of which continued 
for many ages. He began hi* lectures with the two ora- 
tions that had occasioned his banishment* Great encomi- 
ums were given to that of jEschines ; but when they heard 
that of Demosthenes, the plaudits and acclamations were 
redoubled. And it was then he spoke these words, so 
greatly laudable in the mouth of an enemy and a rival :— 
* Alas ! what applauses would you, not have bestowed, had 
yoa heard Demosthenes speak it himself.' 

Demosthenes thus become victor, made a good use of 
his conquest. For the instant jEsc Junes left Athens, in or- 
der to embark for Rhodes, Demosthenes ran after him, and 
forced him tp accept of a purse of money. On this occa- 
sion, jEsc nines cried out, ' How will it be possible for me 
pot to regret a. country in which I leave an enemy more 
generous, than 1 can hope to And friends in any other part 
of the world.' 

.. In the mean time, Philip had his ambition pleased, 
but not satisfied with his last victory ; he had one object ' 
Jong in view, and that he never lost sight of; .this was to 
get himself appointed in the assembly of the Greeks, their 
chief general against the Persians. It had Ion.; been the 
object, not only of the confederate states, but also of the - 
.neighbouring Greek nations, to revenge upon the kingdom 
of Persia, the injuries they had sustained from it ; and lb 
.work the total destruction of that empire. Tnis was an ob- 
ject' which had early inflamed the mind of Philip, and his 
Jate victory paved the way to it. He therefore got himself 
declared generalissimo of the Greek forces* and accordingly 
made preparation* to invade that mighty empire* 



But whilst Phiirp was thus successful in politics and war 
the domestic divisions that reigned in his family, embitter- 
ed his happiness, and at last caused his destruction.. He 
bad married Olympias, the daughter of the.king of Epirus, 
mnd the early part of their union was crowned with happi- 
ness: but her ill temper soon clouded that dawn which pro- 
mised so much felicity ; she was naturally jealous, vindic- 
tive and passionate, and their dissentions were carried to 
•uch a degree, that Philip was often heard to wish for death* 

But bis passion for Cleopatra, niece to Attalus, his ge- 
neral, completed their separation* As- Cleopatra was no 
less amiable in her temper and accomplishments than in 
the extraordinary graces of her person, Philip conceived 
that he should consult his own happiness most effectually, 
by forming an inviolable and perpetual union with this lady ; 
and, without the least hesitation, resolved to separate him- 
self forever from the princess who had long appeared so 
great an enemy to his tranquility. In vain did Alexander 
•his son remonstrate, that by divorcing Olympias, and en- 
gaging in a second marriage, he exposed him to the dan- 
ger of contending with a number of competitors for the crown 
and rendered ftis succcession precarious* * My son,* said 
the king, ' if I create you a number of competitors, you 
will have the glorious opportunity of exerting yourself 
to surpass them in merit* Thus shall their rivalship by 
no means affect your title.' His marriage with Cleopatra 
was now declared inform and celebrated with ail thfe gran- 
deur and solemnity which the great occasion demanded. 
The young prince however dissatisfied, was yet obliged to 
attend on these solemnities, and sat in silent indignation at 
that feast which proclaimed the disgrace of. his mother* 
In such circumstances, his youthful and impetuous mind 
could not but be susceptible of the slightest irritation. At- 
talus, the uncle of the new queen, forgetting that just cau- 
tion, which should have taught him to be scrupulously ob- 
servant to avoid offending the prince, intoxicated by the 
honours paid to' his kinswoman, as well as by the present 
festivity, was rash enough to call publicly on the Mace do- ' 
mlan nobles to pour out their libations to the gods, that they 
might grant the king the happy fruits of the present nup- 
tials, and legitimate heirs to his throne. Wretch I-' -cried 
Alexander, with his eyes sparkling with that fury and vex- 
ation which he had till now suppressed, dost thou theneall 
me bastard? and instantly darted his goblet at Attalus, who 
returned the outrage 'with double violence* Clamour arid 



confusion arose, and the king, in a suddeif fit of rage, snatch- 
cd his sword, and flew directly towards his son. His , 
precipitation, his lameness, and the quantity of wine in 
-which he had by this time indulged, happily disappointed 
his rash purpose; he stumbled and fell on the floor, while 
Alexander with an unpardonable insolence, cried out, ' Be- 
hold, ye Macedonians 1 this is the king who is preparing to 
lead you into Asia ; see, where in passing from one table 
to another, he is fallen to the ground.' 

Philip, however, did not loose sight of the conquests 
of Asia* Full of the mighty project he revolved, he con- 
sulted the gods to know what would be the event of it; and 
the priestess replied, The victim is already crowned^ his ehd 
draws nigh y and he will soon be tacrqftced. Philip hearing 
this, did not hesitate a moment, but interpreted the oracle 
in his own favour; the ambiguity of which ought at lea*t to 
have kept him in somesuspence. In order therefore, that 
he might be in a condition to apply entirely to his expedi- 
tion against the Persians, and elevate himself solely to the 
conquest of Asia, he dispatched with all possible diligence 
his domestic affairs. After this, he offered up a solemn sa- 
crafice to the gods ; and prepared to celebrate with incre- 
dible magnificence in Eg«, a city of Macedonia, the nupti- 
als of Cleopatra his daughter, whom he gave in marriage 
to Alexander king of Epirus, and brother to Olympias his 
queen* He had invited to it the most considerable persons 
of Greece, and heaped upon them friendship and honours 
of every kind, by way of gratitude for electing him genera- 
lissimo of the Greeks, The cities made their court to him 
in emulation of each other, by sending him gold crowns ; 
and Athens distinguished iis zeal aflove all the rest. Neop- 
tolemus, the poet, had written purposely for that festival, 
a tragedy entitled Cinyras, in which, under borrowed names, 
he represented this prince as already victor over Darius, and 
master of Asia. Philip listened tothede happy presages with 
joy ; and, comparing them with the answer of the oracle, 
assured himself of conquest. The day after the nuptials, 
games, and shows were solemnized.' As these formed part 
of the religious worship, there were carried in it, with great 
pomp and ceremony, twelve statues of the gods carved with 
inimitable art; a thirteenth th*v surpassed them all in mag- 
nificence, represented Philip as a god. The hour of hU 
leaving the palace arrived; he went forth in a white robe $ 
and advanced with an air of majesty, in the midstfof accla- 
mations, towards the theatre, where an infinite multitude 
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of Macedonians, as well as foreigners, waited his coming 
with impatience* 

But this magnificence only served to make the catas- 
trophe more remarkable, and to add splendour to ruin. Some 
time before, Attalus, inflamed with wine at an entertain- 
ment, had insulted in the most shocking manner Pausanias, 
a young Macedonian Nobleman. The latter had long en- 
deavoured to revenge the cruel affront, and was perpetually 
imploring the king's justice. But Philip, unwilling to dis- 
gust Attalus, uncle to Cleopatra, whom, as was before ob- 
served, he had married after his divorcing Olympias his 
first queen, would never listen to Pausanias/ complaints.— 
However, to console him in some measure, and to express 
the high esteem he had for, and the great confidence he 
reposed in him, he had made him one of the chief officers 
of his life guard. But this was not what trie young Mace- 
donian required, whose anger now swelling to fury against 
his judge, he formed the design of wiping out his shame, 
by imbruing his hands m the blood of his sovereign. 

And now while this unhappy youth continued brooding 
over those malignant passions- which distracted and corro- 
ded ^is mind, he happened to go into the school of one Her- 
mocrates, who professed to teach Philosophy ; to whom he 
proposed the following question: *What shall that man do 
Who wishes to transmit his name with lustre to posterity ?' 
Hermocrates, either artfully and from design, or the natu- 
ral malignity of his temper, .replied, ' He must kill him 
who had atchreved the greatest actions ; thus shall the me- 
mory of the hero be joined with his who slew him, and both 
descend together to posterity. * This was a maxim highly 
agreeable to Pausanias, in the present disposition of his 
mind ; and thus various accidents and circumstances, con- 
curred to inflame those dangerous passions which now pos- 
sessed him, and to prompt him to the dreadful purpose of 
satiating his revenge. 

The present solemnity was that which Pausanias chose 
. to put his dreadful design into execution. Philip, cloathed 
in a white flowing robe, waving in soft and graceful folds, 
the habiliments in which the Grecian deities were usually 
represented, moved forward with an heart filled with tri- 
umph and exultation, while the admiring crowds shouted 
forth their flattering applause. His guards had orders to 
Iteep at a considerable distance from his person, to shew 
that the king confided in the affections of the people, and 
had not the least apprehensions of danger amidst all this 
mixed concourse of different states and nations. Unhappily 
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the danger was but too near him. The injured Pausanias 
had not yet forgot his wrongs, but still retained those 
terrible impressions which the sense of the indignity he 
had received, and the artful and interested representa- 
tions of others, fixed deeply in*his mind. He chose this 
fatal morning for the execution of his revenge on the prince 
who had denied reparation to his injured honour. His de- 
sign had been for some time premeditated, ancj now was 
the dreadful moment of effecting it. As Philip marched on, 
in all his pride and pomp, this young Macedonian slipped 
through the crowd, and with a desperate and malignant re-. 
solution, waited his approach in a narrow passage, just at 
the entrance into the theatre. The king advanced towards 
him, Pausanias drew his poignard, plunged it into his heart, 
and the conqueror of Greece, and terror of Asia, fell pros- 
trate to the ground and instantly expired. 

The murderer flew towards -the gates of the city, 
where there stood horses ready to favour his escape, which 
Olympias herself is said to have prepared. The tumult and 
confusion was such as might be expected from so fatal an 
event : some of the Macedonians crouded round the fallen 
king with officious and ineffectual care, while others pur- 
sued Pausanias. Among these were Perdiccas, Attalus, 
and Leonatus; the first who excelled in swiftness came up 
to the assassin, where he was just preparing to mount his 
horse ; but being, by his precipitation, entangled in some 
vines, a violent effort to extricate the foot, brought him sud-. 
denly to the ground. As he prepared to rise, Perdiccas was 
upon him, and with his companions, soon dispatched him. 
by the repeated wounds which their fury inflicted. His bo- 
dy was immediately hung; on a gibbet ; but, in the morning 
appeared .crowned with a golden diadem ; the only means 
by which Olympias could now express her implacable re- 
sentment. In a few days indeed, she took a further occa- 
sion of publishing her triumph and exultation in her hus- 
band's fall, by paying the same funeral honours to Pausani- 
as, which were prepared for Philip; both bodies were burnt 
on the same pile, and the ashes of both deposited in the - 
same tomb. She is even said to have prevailed on the Ma- 
cedonians to pay annual honours to Pausanias ; as if she 
feared that the 'share she had taken in the death of Philip, 
should not be sufficiently known to the world. She conse- 
crated to Apollo the dagger which had been the instrument 
of the fatal deed, inscribed with the name Myrtalis ; the 
name which she had borne when their loves first began. \ 
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Thus died Philip, whose virtues and vices were direct- 
ed and proportioned to his ambition. His most shining and 
exalted qualities Were influenced in a great measure by his 
love of power ; and even the, most exceptionable parts of his 
conduct were principally determined by their conveniency 
and expediency. It he was unjust, he was, like Caesar, un- 
just for the sake of empire. If he gloried of the success 
acquired by his virtues and his intellectual accomplishments, 
rather than in that which the force of arms could gain, the 
reason which he himself assigned, points out his true prin- 
cipal. * In the former case,' said he, ' the glory is entirely 
mine; in the other, my generals and soldiers Jiave their 
share,' 

The news of Philip's death was a joyful surprize in 
Greece, and particularly in Athens, where the people crown- 
ed themselves with garlands, and decreed a crown to Pau- 
sanias. They sacraficed to the gods for their deliverance, 
and sung songs of triumph; as if Philip had been slain by 
them in battle. But this excess of joy did ill become them. 
It was looked upon as an ungenerous and unmanly insult 
upon the ashes of a murdered prince, and of one whom 
they just before had revered, and crouched to, in the most 
abject manner. These immoderate transports were raised 
in them by Demosthenes, who, having the first intelligence 
of Philip's death, went into the assembly unusually gay and 
chearful, with a chaplet on his head, and in a rich habit, 
though it was then but the seventh day after the death 
of his daughter. From this circumstance, Plutarch, at 
the same time that he condemns the behaviour of the 
Athenians in general upon this occasion, takes an oppor- 
tunity to justify Demosthenes, and extols him as a patriot 
for not suffering his domestic afflictions to interfere with 
the good fortune of the commonwealth. But he certainly 
might have acted the part of a good citizen with more de- 
cency, and not have given up to insult, what was due to 
good manners* 
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CHAP. III^ 

. Fftfn the birth of Alexander , to hi* setting out for Asia* 

A M QAiA ALEXANDER the son of Philip, ascended 

ant J r C thc lhrone u P on the d€ath oF his fether > and 
° n 356 * took possession of a kingdom rendered flou* 
rishing and powerful by the policy of the pre* 
.ceding reign. 

He came into the world the very day the celebrated 
.Temple of Diana at Epheses was burnt ; upon which occa- 
sion the report goes, that Hegasias the historian was heard 
to say, ' That it was no wonder the temple was burnt, as 
Diana was that day employed at the delivery of Olympias, 
to facilitate the birth of Alexander. 

The passion, which prevailed most in Alexander, even 
from his tender years, was ambition, and an ardent desire 
-of glory ; but not for every species of glory. Philip lilte 
.a sophist, valued himself upon his eloquence, and the beau* 
ty of his style ; and had the vanity to have engraved on 
his coins the several victories he had won at the Olympic 
games in the chariot race. But it was not after such emp- 
ty honors that his son aspired. His friends asked him one 
day, Whether he would not be present at the games above- 
mentioned, in order to dispute the prize bestowed on that 
occasion ? for he was very swift of foot. He answered, 
that he would contend in them, provided kings were to be 
his antagonists. 

Every time news was brought him that his father had 
taken some city, or gained some great battle, Alexander 
so Car from sharing in the general joy, used to say in a 
plaintive tone of voice, to the young persons that were 
brought up with him, ' Friends, my father will possess 
himself of every thing, and leave nothing for me to do/ 

One day some ambassadors from the king of Persia be- 
ing arrived at court during Philip's absence, Alexander 
gave them so kind and so polite a reception, and regaled 
thttm in so noble and generous a manner, as charmed them 
all ; but that which most surprised them was, the good sense 
and judgment he discovered, in the several conversations 
they had with^him. He did not propose to them anything 
that was trifling, and like one of his age ; such for instance, 
as enquiring about the so much boasted gardens suspended 
in the air ; the riches and magnificence of the palace, and 
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court "of the kingof Persia, which excited the admiration 
of the whole world : tl^e famous golden plantane-tree ; and 
that golden vine,, the grapes of which were of emeralds, 
carbuncles, rubios, and all sorts of precious stones, under 
which the Persian monarch was said frequently to give au- 
dience* Alexander, I say, asked them questions of a quite 
different nature;, enquiring which was the road to Upper 
Asia ; the distance of the several places ; in which the 
•trengih and power of the king of Persia consisted ; in what 
part of the battle he fought ; how he behaved towards his 
enemies, and in what manner he governed his subjects.— 
These ambassadors ad mi rod him all the while ; and per- 
ceiving, even at that time, how great he might one day be- 
come, they observed in a few words, the difference they 
found between Alexander and Artaxerxes, by saying one to 
another, < This young prince is great, and ours is rich : 
that man must be vastly insignificant, who has no other 
merit than his riches !' 

So ripe a judgment in this young prince, was awing 
entirely to the good education which had been given htm* 
Several preceptors were appointed to teach him in all such 
arts and sciences as are generally bestowed on the heir to 
a great kingdom ; and the chief of these was Leonidas, a 
person of the most severe morals, and a relation to the 
cfueen. This Leonidas, in their joumies together, used 
frequently to look into the trunks where his beds and cloaths 
were laid, in order to see if Olympias, his mother, had not 
put something superfluous into them, which might admin* 
ister to delicacy and luxury. 

But the greatest service Philip did his son, was appoint- 
ing Aristotle his preceptor, the most famous and the most 
learned philosopher of his age, whom he intrusted with the 
whole care of his education. One of the reasons, which 
prompted Philip to chuse him a master of so conspicuous 
.reputation and merit, jiras, as he himself .tells us, that his 
son might avoid committing a great many faults, of which 
he himself had been guilty* . 

Philip was sensible how great a treasure he possessed 
in the person of Aristotle ; for which reason he settled a 
very genteel stipend upon him, and afterwards rewarded his 
pains and care in an infinitely more glorious manner ; for 
having destroyed and laid waste the city of Stagira, the na- 
tive place of that philosopher, he rebuilt it, purely out of 
' affection for him ; reinstated the inhabitants, who had fled 
from it, or were made slaves ; and gave them a fine park 
in the neighbourhood of Stagira, as a place for their stu- 



w 

dies and assemblies. Even in Plutarch's tinje, the stone 
seats which Aristotle had placed thtfre were standing; as 
also spacious vistoes, under which. those who walked were 
shaded from the sun-beams. 

Alexander likewise discovered no less esteem for hit 
master, whom he believed himself bound to love as much 
as if he had been his father ; declaring, That he was indebt- 
ed to the one for living, and to the other for living well* 
The progress of the pupil was equal to the care and abilities 
of the preceptor. He grew vastly fond of 'philosophy, and 
learned the several parts of it ; but in a manner suitable to 
his birth. Aristotle endeavoured to improve his judgment* 
by laying down sure and certain rules, by .which he might 
distinguish just and solid reasoning from what is but speci- 
ously so; and by accustoming him to separate in discourse 
all such parts as only dazzle, from those whieh are truly 
solid, and constitute its whole value* Alexander applied 
himself chiefly to morality, which is properly the science 
of kings, because it is the knowledge of mankind, and of 
their duties. This he made his serious and profound 
study ; and considered it even at that time as the foundation 
of prudence and wise policy. 

The greatest master of rhetoric that antiquity could 
ever boast, and who has left so excellent a treatise on that 
subject, took care to make that science J>art of his pupil's 
education ; and we find that Alexander, even in the midst 
of his conquest, was often- very urgent with Aristotle to 
send him a treatise on that subject. To this we owe the 
work entitled Alexander's Rhet6ric; in the beginning of 
which Aristotle proves to him the vast advantages a prince 
ix^y reap from eloquence ; as it gives him the greatest as- 
cendant over the minds of men, which he ought to acquire 
as well by his wisdom as authority. Some answers and let- 
ters of Alexander, which are still extant, shew that he pos- 
sessed, in its greatest perfection, that strong, that manly 
eloquence, which abounds with sense and ideas ; and which 
is so entirely free from superfluous expressions, that every 
single word has its meaning ; which, properly speaking, is 
the eloquence of kings. 

His esteem, or rather his passion for Homer/ shews, 
not only with what vigour and success he applied to polite 
literature, but the judicious use he made of it, and the solid 
advantages he proposed to himself from it. He was not 
only prompted to peruse this poet merely out of curiosity, 
or to unbend his mind, or from a great fondness for poetry ; 
but his view in studying this admirable writer, was to boK. 



sow such sentiments from him, as were worthy a great 
king and' conqueror ; k courage, intrepid Uy, magnanimity, 
temperance, prudence-; the art of commanding well in war 
and peace. The verse which pleased him most in Homer, 
was that where Agamemnon is represented as a good king 
and a brave warrior. 

After this, it is no wonder that Alexander should have 
so high an esteem for this poet. Thus when, after the bat- 
tle of Arbela, the Macedonians had found, among the spoils 
of Darius, a gold box (enriched with precious stones) in 
which the excellent perfumes used by that prince were 
put; Alexander, who was quite covered with dust, and re- 
gardless of essences and perfumes, ordered that this box 
should be employed to no other use than to hold Homer's 
poems; which be believed the most perfect, the most pre* 
cise production of the human mind. He admired particu- 
larly the llliad, which he called, the best provision for a war- 
rior, He always had with him that edition of Homer 
which Aristotle had revised and corrected, and to which 
the title of ' The Edition of the Box' was given ; and he < 
laid it with his sword every night under his pillow. 

Fond, even to excess, of every kind of glory, he was 
displeased with Aristotle his master, for having published 
in his absence, certain metaphysical pieces, which he him* 
self desired to possess only ; and even at the time when he 
was employed in the conquest of Asia, and the pursuit of 
Darius, he wrote to him a letter, which is still extant, where*- „ 
.in he complains upon that very account. Alexander says 
in it, ' That he had much rather surpass the rest of men in * 
.the knowledge of sublime and excellent things, than in the 
^greatness and extent of his powers. He in like manner j^- 
.quested Aristotle not to shew the Treatise of Rhetoric above 
mentioned to any parson but himself. 

He had also a taste for the whole circle of arts, but in 
such a manner as become a prince; that is, he knew the 
value and usefulness of them. Music, painting, sculpture* 
.architecture, flourished in his reign ; because they found 
him both a skilful judge and a generous protector ; who was 
able to distinguish and to reward merit. 

But he despised certain trifling feats of dexterity, that 
were of no use. Some Macedonians admired very much a 
man, wjio employed himself very attentively in throwing 
small peas through the eye of a needle; which he would do 
at a considerable distance, and without once missing. — 
Alexander seeing him at this exercise, ordered him, as we , 
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are told, a present suitable to his employment ; viz* a bas* 
ket of peas, 

Alexander was of a sprightly disposition, was resolute, 
and very tenacious of his opinion, which never gave way 
to* force, but at the same time would submit immediately to 
reason and good sense. It is very difficult to treat' with 
persons of this turn of mind : Philip accordingly, notwith- 
standing his double authority of king and father, believed 
it necessary to employ persuasion rather than force with 
respect to his son, and endeavoured to make himself be- 
loyed rather than feared by him. 

An accident made him entertain a very advantageous 
opinion of Alexander. There had been sent from Thessa- 
ly to Philip a war-horse ; a noble, strong, fiery, generous 
beast, called Bucephalus. The owner would not sell him 
under thirteen talents; an immense sum! The king went 
into the plains, attended by his courtiers, in order to 'view 
the perfections of this horse t but, upon trial, he appeared 
so very fierce, and pranced about in so furious a manner, 
that no one dared to mount %im. Philip being angry that 
so furious and unmanageable a creature had been sent him, 
gave orders for their carrying him back again. Alexander 
who was present at that time, cried out, 4 What a noble 
horse we are going to lose, for want of address and bold- 
ness to back him!' Philip at first considered these word* 
as the effect of folly and rashness, so common to young 
men ; but as Alexander insisted still more upon what he 
had said, and was very much vexed to see so noble a crea-> 
ture just going to be sent home again, his father gave him 
leave to try what he could do. The young prince, over- 
joyed at this permisson, goes up to Bucephalus, takes hold 
of the bridle, and turns his head to the sun, having observ- 
ed, that the thing which frighted him was his own shadow ; 
Alexander therefore first stroked him gently with his hand, 
and soothed him with tffe voice, then seeing his fierceness 
abate, and artfully taking this opportunity, he .let fall his 
cloak, and springing swiftly upon his back, first slackened 
the rein, without once striking or vexing him ; and -when he 
perceived that his fire was cooled, that he was no longer 
so furious and violent, and wanted only to move forward, 
he gave him the rein, and spurring him with great vigour, 
animated him with his voice to his full speed. While this 
was doing, Philip and his whole court trembled for fear, 
and did not once open their lips ; but when the prince, after 
having run his first heat, returned with joy and pride at his 
having brol^e a horse which was judged absolutely ungo- 
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vernable, all the courtiers in general, endeavoured to out- 
vie one another in their applauses and congratulations ; and 
we are told, Philip shed tears of joy on this occasion ; and 
embracing Alexander, after he was alighted, and kissing 
him, he said to him, ' My son, seek a kingdom more wor- 
thy of thee, for Macedon is below thy merit.' 

Alexander, upon his accession to the throne, saw him- 
self surrounded with extreme dangers; the barbarous na- 
tions wiih whom Philip contended during his whole reign, 
thought this change for their advantage, and despising the 
youth and inexperience of the young monarch, resolved to 
seize this opportunity of regaining their freedom, for sati- 
ating themselves with plunder*: nor had he less to. fear from 
the Greeks themselves, who now thought this a convenient 
opportunity to restore their ancient form of government, 
revenge their former injuries, and reclaim those rights 
which they had enjoyed for ages* 

Alexander, however, resolved to prevent their machi- 
nations, and to give them no time to complete their confe- 
deracies against him* After taking revenge upon the con- 
spirators against his father, whom he slew upon his tomb, 
he first conciliated the affections of the Macedonians to him, 
by freeing them from a vexatious and bodily slavery, only 
Qommanding their service in his wars. 

The Macedonians reflecting on his precarious situation, 
advised him to relinquish Greece, and not persist in his 
resolution of subduing it by force; to recover by gentle 
methods the barbarians who had taken arms ; and to soothe, 
as it were, those glimmerings of revolt and innovation, by 
prudent reserve, complacency and insinuations, in order 
to conciliate their affections. However, Alexander would 
not listen to these timorous counsels, but resolved to secure 
and support his affairs by boldness and magnanimity ; 
firmly persuaded, that should he relax in any point at first, 
all his neighbours would fall uponqj^im ; and that, were he 
to endeavour to compromise matters, he should be obliged 
to give up all Philip's conquests, ajfd by that means confine 
his dominions to the narrow limits of Macedon. He there- 
fore made all possible haste to check the arms of the barba- 
rians, by marching his troops to the banks of the 0anube, 
which he crossed in one night. He defeated the king of 
the Triballi in a great buttle ; • made the Getae fly at his ap- 
proach ; subdued several barbarous nations, some by the 
terror of his name, and others by force of arms ; and, not- 
withstanding the arrogant answers of their ambassadors, 



^ 



69 



lie taught them to dread a danger, which' they found bift 
too well prepared to overwhelm them. 

Whilst Alexander was thus employed at a distance 
against the barbarians, all the cilies of Greece, whci were 
animated more particularly by Demosthenes, formed a pow- 
erful alliance against him. A false report which prevailed 
of his death, inspired the Thebans with a boldness that 
proved their ruin. They cut to pieces part of the Mace- 
donian garrison in their citadel. Demosthenes, on the other 
side, was everyday harranguing the people ; and fired with 
contempt for Alexander, whom he called a child and a hair 
brained boy, he assured the Athenians, with a decisive tone; 
of voice, that they hand nothing to fear from the new king 
of Macedon, who did not dare to stir out of his kingdom, 
but would think himself vastly happy could he sit peaceably 
on his throne. At the same time he wrote letters upon 
letters to Attalus, one of Philip's lieutenants in Asia Minor, 
to excite him to rebel. This Attalus was uncle to Cleopa- 
tra, Philip's second wife, and was very much disposed to 
listen to Demosthenes' proposals. Nevertheless, as Alex- 
ander was grown very diffident of him, for which he knew 
there was but too much reason, he therefore, to eradicate 
from his mind all the suspicions he might entertain, and the 
better to screen his designs, sent all Demosthenes' letters 
to that prince : but Alexander saw through all his artifices, 
and thereupon ordered Hecatams, one of his commanders, 
whom he had sent into Asia for that purpose, to have him 
assassinated ; which was executed accordingly. Attalus' 
death restored tranquility to the army, and entirely destroy- 
ed the seeds of discord and rebellion* 

The object which seized Alexander's earliest ambition, 
was the conquest of Persia ; and he now expected that he 
would have leisure and opportunity to prepare for so great 
an enterprize : but he was soon called to a new underta- 
king : the Athenians, rhebans and Lacedemonians united 
against him ; hoping, by the assistance of Persia, to recover 
their former freedom. *In order to persuade" the Greeks to 
this, Demosthenes made use of a device, which had more 
cunning in it than wisdom. He caused it to be reported 
that Alexander was slain in a battle against the Triballi ; 
and he produced a man to the assembly, who ventured to 
affirm, that he was present and wounded when his general ' 
was slain. These false reports, which serve for a day, are 
but bad policy; like a false alarm in battle, the people may 
sometimes be mocked by them ; but in the end, the suc- 
cess will prove as ridiculous as the invention j for as those 



*bat find themselves at one time abated by such, at other 
times neglect ihe real call of truth, by being summoned 
without occasion, they fatally despise the hour of danger. 
This unfortunate obstacle obliged Alexander to turn his 
•word from the Persians against the Greeks, of whose assis- 
tance he had just before assured himself. 

Expedition and activity were the characteristics of this 
'monarch's conduct ; he led his army against the Greeks 
with so much celerity, that his appearance before them 
gave the first news of his preparation. He appeared so 
suddenly in Eteotia, that the Thebans could scarce believe 
their eyes ; and being come before their walls, was willing 
to give them time to repent ; and only demanded to have 
Phoenix and Prothutes, the two chief ringleaders of the re- 
volt, delivered up to him ; and published, by sound of trum- 
pet, a general pardon to all who should come over to him. 
But the Thebans, by way of insult, demanded to have Phi- 
lotas and Aniipater delivered to them; and invited, by a de- 
claration, all who were solicitous for the liberty of Greece, 
to join with thtm in its defence* 

Alexander finding it impossible for him to get the bet- 
ter of their obstinacy by offers of peace, saw with grief that 
he should be forced to employ his power, and decide the 
affair by force $f arms. A great battle was thereupon 
fought, in .which the Thebans exerted themselves with a 
bravery and ardour much beyond their strength, for the 
enemy exceeded thejn vastly in numbers. But after a long 
and vigorous resistance, such as survived of the Macedonian 
garrison in the citadel, coming down from it, and charging 
the Thebanb in the rear ; being surroundedon all sides, the 
greatest part of them were cut to pieces, and the city taken 
arid plundered. 

It would be impossible for words to express the dread- 
ful calamities which the Thebans suffered on this occa- 
sion. Some Thracians having pfclled down the house of 
a virtuous lady of quality, Timoclea by name, carried off all 
her goods and treasures; and thuif captain having seized 
the lady, and satiated his brutal lust with her, afterwards 
enquired whether she had not concealed gold and silver, 
Timoclea, animated by an' ardent desire of revenge, reply- 
ing, that she had hid some, took him with herself only into 
her garden, and shewing him a well, told him* that the 
instant she saw the enemy enter the city, she* herself had 
thrown into it the most precious things in her possession. 
The officer, overjoyed at what he heard, drew near the well, 
and stooping down to aee its depth, Timoclea, who was 



behind, pushing him with all her strength, threw him in, 
and afterwards killed him with great stones, which sh6 
heaped upon him : She was instantly seized by the Thra- 
cians, and being bound in chains, was carried before Alex- 
ander* The prince perceived immediately by 'her mein, 
that she was a woman of quality, and great spirit; for she 
followed those brutal wretches with a very haughty air, 
and without discovering the least fear. Alexander asking 
her who she was, Timoclea replied, c I am sister to Thea- 
genes, who fought against Philip for the liberty of Greece, 
and was killed at the battle of Charonea, where he com- 
manded. 1 The prince admiring her generous answer, 
and still more the action she had done, gave orders that 
she should have leave to retire wherever she pleased with 
her children. ♦ « 

Alexander then debated in council how to act with re- 
gard to Thebes. The Phocians, and the people of Platsa, 
Thespiae, and Orchomenus, who were all in alliance with 
Alexander, and had shared in his victory, represented to 
him the cruel treatment they had met with from the The- 
bans, who had also destroyed their several cities, and re- 
proached them with the zeal which they had always disco- 
vered in favor of the Persians against the Greeks, who held 
them in the utmost detestation ; the proof of which was, 
the oath they had all taken to destroy Thebes, after they 
should have" vanquished the Persians. 

Cleades, toc of the prisoners, being permitted to speak, 
endeavoured to excuse in some measure the fault of the 
Thebans ; a fault which in his opinion should be imputed 
to a rash and credulous imprudence, rather than to depra- 
vity of- will and declared perfidy. He remonstrated, that. 
his countrymen, upon a false, report of Alexander's death, 
had indeed too rashly broke into rebellion, not against the 
king, but against his successors ; that what crimes soever 
they might have committed, they had been punished for 
^them with the utmost' severity, by the dreadful calamity 
which had befallen their city ; that there now remained in 
it none but women, children and old men, from whom they 
had nothing to fear ; and who were so much the greater 
objects of compassion, as they had been no ways concerned 
in the revolt. He concluded with reminding Alexander, 
that Thebes, which had given birth to so many gods and 
heroes several of whom were that king's ancestors, had 
also been the seat of his father Philip's rising glory, and 
like a second native count i y to him. 
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These motives which Cleades urged, were very strong 
and powerful ; nevertheless, the anger of the conqueror 
prevailed, and the city was destroyed. However, he set at 
liberty the priests ; all such as had right of hospitality with 
the Macedonians; the descendants of Pindar, the famous 
poet, who had done so much honor to Greece ; and such 
as had opposed the revolt. But all the rest, in Dumber 
about thirty thousand, he sold ; and upwards of six thou- 
sand had been killed in battle* The Athenians were so 
aensibly affected at the sad disaster which had befallen 
Thebes, that being about to solemnize the festival of the 
great mysteries, they suspended them upon account of their 
extreme grief; and received, whh the greatest humanity, 
all those who had fled from the battle,- and the plunder of 
Thebes, and made Athens. their asylum. 

Alexander's so sudden arrival in Greece, had very much 
abated the haughtiness of the Athenians, and extinguished 
Demosthenes* vehemence and fire ; but the ruin of Thebes, 
which was still more sudden, threw them into the utmost 
consternation* They therefore had recourse to in treaties, 
and sent a deputation to Alexander, to implore his clemen- 
cy ; Demosthenes was among them ; but he was no sooner 
arrived at Mount Cytheron,'than dreading the anger of that 
prince, he quitted the embassy, and returned home* 

Immediately Alexander sent to Athens, requiring the 
citizens to deliver up to him ten orators, whom he suppo- 
sed to have been the chief instruments in forming the |eague 
which Philip his father had defeated at Chs&ronea. It was 
on this occasion that Demosthenes related to the people the 
fable of the wolves and dogs, in which it is supposed) That 
the wolves one day told the sheep, that in case they desired 
to be at peace with them, they must deliver up to them the 
dogs who were their guard. The application; was easy and 
natural ; especially with respect to the orators, who were 
justly compared to dogs, whose duty it was to watch, to 
bark, and to fight, in order to save the lives of the flock. 

In this afflicting dilemma of the Athenians, who could 
not prevail with themselves to deliver up their orators to 
certain death, though they had no other way to save their 
city, Demades, whom Alexander had honored with his 
friendship, offtred to undertake the embassy alone, and 
"intercede for them* The king, whether he had satiated 
his revenge, or endeavoured 'to blot .out* if possible, by 
some act of clemency, the barbarous action he had before 
just committed ; or rather to remove the several obstacles 
which might retard the execution of bis grand design ; and 
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by that means not leave, during tiis absence* the least pre- 
tence for. murmurs, waved his demand with regard to the 
delivery of the orators, and was pacified by their sending 
Caridemus into banishment ; who being a native of Oraa, 
had been presented by the Athenians with his freedom, for 
the services he had done the republic. He was son-in-law 
to Chersobleptus, king of Thr*£e ; had learned the art of 
war under Iphicrates; and had himself frequently com- 
manded the Athenian armies. '£o avoid the pursuit of 
Alexander, he took refuge with the king of Persia. 

As for the Athenians, he not only forgave them the se- 
veral, injuries he pretended to have received, but express^ 
a particular regard for them, exhorting them to app^ , 
themselves vigorously to public affairs; and to keep ,a 
watchful eye over the several transactions which might 
"happen v because, in case of his death, their city was *> 
give laws to the rest of Greece. Historians relate, that 
many years after this expedition, he was seized with deep 
remorse for the, calamity he had brought upon the The 
bans ; and that this made him behave with much greater 
humanity towards many other nations* 

So dreadful an example of severi t y towards so powerful . 
a city as Thebes, spread the terror of his arms through ail 
Greece, and made #t things give way before him. He 
summoned at Corinth, the assembly of the several states 
and free cities of Greece, to obtain from them the same su- 
preme command against the Persians which* had been grant- 
ed his father a little before his death. No assembly ever 
debated upon a»more important subject. It was the wes* '' 
tern world deliberating upon the i*uin of the east: and the A 
method for executing a revepge which had been suspend- 
ed more than an age. The assembly held at this time, 
gave rise to events, the relation of which appear astonish*- 
ing, and almost incredible ; and to revolutions which con- 
tributed to change the disposition of most things in the po- 
litical world. 

To form such a design, required a prince bold, enter- 
prising, and experienced in war; one of great views, who 
having acquired a great name by. his exploits, was not to 
be intimidated by danger* nor checked by obstacles ; but* 
above all, a monarch, who had the supreme authority over ' 
all the states of Greece, none of which, singly, was pow- 
erful enough to make so arduous an attempt; and which 
required, in order fiff their acting in concert, to be subject 
to one chief, who migta give motion to the several parts 
•f that great body, by making them all concur to the same 
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end. Such a prince was Alexander : it was not difficult 
for him to rekindle in the minds of the people their ancient 
hatred of the Persians, their perpetual and irreconcileable 
enemies i whose destruction they had more than once 
sworn, and whom they had determined to extirpate, in case 
an opportunity should present itself for that purpose; a 

• hatred which the intestine feuds of the Greeks might in- 
deed have suspended K but could never extinguish. The 
immortal retreat of the ten thousand Greeks, notwithstand- 
ing the vigorous opposition of the prodigious drmy of the 
Persians, shewed plainly what might be expected from an 
army composed of the flower of the forces of all the. cities 
omireece, and those of Macedon, commanded by generals 
formed under Philip; and to say all in a word, led on by 
Alexander. The deliberations of the assembly were there- 
for very short; and that prince was unanimously appointed 

^generalissimo against the Persians. 

^ Immediately a great number of officers, and governors 

of cities, with many philosophers, waited upon Alexander 
to congratulate him upon his election. He flattered him- 
self, that Diogenes ofSyoope, who was then at Corinth, 
would also come like the rest, and pay his compliments. 
This philosopher, who entertained a very mean opinion of 
grandeur, thought it improper to t^ggratulate men just 
vpon their exaltation ; but that Mankind nought to wait till 
those persons should perform actions worthy of their high 
stations. Diogenes therefore still continued, at home ; up- 
on which Alexander, attended by all his courtiers, made 
him a visit. ' The Philosopher was at that time lying down 
- in the sun ; but seeing so great a crowd of people advan- 
cing towards him, he sat up, and fixed his eyes on Alexander. 

- y t T r his pr'mce, surprised to behold so famous a philosopher 
'^(feced to such extreme poverty, after saluting him in the 

* ^kindest manner, asked, 'Whether he wanted any thing?* 

Dk>genes. replied,^ Yes, Chat you would stand a little out 
of my sunshine.* 'This answer raised the contempt and in- 
dignation of all the courtiers ; but the tnonarch,' struck with 
the philosopher's greatness of soul,—* Were^ I not Alexan- 
der,' says he, «I wOuW be Diogenes.'. In a word, all or 
nothing presents , us with the true image of Alexander and 
« Diogenes. How great and powerful soever that prince might 
think himself, he could not deny himself, on this occasion, 
inferior to a man to whom he could gly'e, and from whom 
he could take nothing. '^b 

Alexander, before he set out fo^ Asia, was determined 
to .consult the oracle of Apollo. He therefore went to Del- 
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phos, where he Happened to arrive in those days which are 
called unlucky ; a 3eason in which people were forbid con- 
sulting the oracle , and accordingly the priestess refused 
to go to the temple. But Alexander, who could not bear 
any contradiction to his will, took her forcibly by the avtn> 
and as he was leading her to the temple, she cried out, 
« My son, thou art irresistabie.' This was all he desired : 
and catching hold of these words, which he considered as 
spoke by the oracle, he set out for Macedonia, in order to 
make preparations for* his great expedition. 

Alexander being arrived in his kingdom, held a coun- 
cil with the chief officers of his army, and th ennobles of his 
court, on the expedition he meditated against Persia, and 
the measures he should take in order to succeed in it. Tfte 
whole assembly were unanimous, except in one article. An- 
ti pater and Parmenio were of opinion, that the king, before* 
he engaged in an enter prize which would necessarily he a 
long one, ought to make choice of a- consort, In-order to 
secure himself a successor to his throne. But Alexander) 
who was of a violent frery temper, did not approve of this 
advice, and believed, that after he had been nominate!} ge- 
neralissimo of the Greeks, and, that his father had left him 
an invincible army, it wouljd be a shame for him to lose his 
time in solemnising his nuptials, and waiting for the fruits 7 
of it; for which reason he determined Corset out immedi- 
ately. , 

Accordingly he offered up very splendid sacrifices to 
the gods ; and caused to be celebrated at Dia, a city of Ma* 
cedofii scenical games that had been instituted by one of his 
ancestors, in honour of Jupiter and the Muses. This festi- 
val continued nine days, agreeable to the number of those 
goddesses. He had a tent raised large, enough to hold an 
hundred tables, on which consequently nine hundred covers 
might belaid. To this feast, the several princes of his fa- 
mily, all the ambassadors^ generals and officers .were invi- 
ted. 

- Before he set out upon his great expedition, he settle d 
the affairs of Macedon, over which he appointed Antipatcr 
as viceroy, with twelve thousand foot, and near the same 
number of horse. *' He also enquired into the domestic af- 
fairs of his friends, giving to one an estate in land, to titiib* 
ther a village, to a tbird the revenues of a town, to a fourth 
the toil of an harbour. As all the revenues of his demesnes 
were already emftJUfted, anc * exhausted by his donations, 
Perdiccas said to'4^P, ' My lord, what is it you reserve for 
yburself?' Alexander replied ' Hope:' upon winch Pcrdic- 
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cas said, * the same hope ought therefore to satisfy us ;' 
and so refused very generously to accept of what the king; 
had appointed him* 

After having completely settled 'his affairs in Macedo- 
mta, and used all the precautions imaginable to prevent any 
troubles from arising in it during his absence, he set out for 
Asia in the beginning of the Spring* His army consisted 
•f little more than thirty thousand foot, and four or five 
thousand horse ; but then they were all brave men, well dis- 
ciplined and inured to fatigues* They had made several 
campaigns under Philip, and were .each of them, in case 
of necessity, capable of commanding: most of tbe officers 
were near threescore years of age, and the common men 
fifty ; and when they were cither assembled or drawn up at 
the head of a camp, they had the air of a venerable senate, 
Parmenk> commanded the infantry ; Phi lot as his son, had 
eighteen hundred horse under him ; and Callas, the son of 
Harpalus, the same number of Thessalian cavalry. The 
vest of the horse were composed of natives of the several 
states of Greece, and amounted to six hundred, had their 
particular commander. The Thracians and Poeonians, who 
were always in front, were headed by Cassander.— Alexan- 
der began his march along the lake Cercinum, towards Am- 
phi polis ; crossed the river Strymon, near its mouth ; af- 
terwards the Hebrus, and arrived at Sestos, after twenty days 
march. He then commanded Parmenio to cross over "from 
Sestos to Abydos, with ail the horse, and part of the foot ; 
whje-h he accordingly did, with the assistance of an hundred 
and threescore gallies, and several flat-bottomed vessels ; 
, while he himself crossed over the Hellespont, steering his 
galley with his own hands: and when he arrived near the 
shore, as if to take possession of the continent, he leaped 
from his ship in complete armour, and testified many trans* 
ports of joy. , ' ., 

This confidence soon began to diffuse itself over all the 
rest of his army ; it inspired his soldiers with so much cou» 
rage and security, .that they fancied themselves marching 
not to a precarious war, but a certain victory. 

Being arrived at the city of Lampsacus, which he was 
determined to destroy, in order to punish the rebellion of 
its inhabitants, Anaximenes, a native of that place, came 
to h'un. This man, who was a famous historian, had been 
very in titrate with Philip his father; and Alexander him- 
self had a great esteem for him, having been his pupil. 
The king suspecting the business he calfce upon, to be be- 
fore, hand with him, swore in express terms, that he would 
never grant his request, * The favour I have to desire of 



you,* says Anaximenes, Ms, that you would destroy Lamp* 
vacus*' By this witty evasion, the historian saved hiscfeun- v 
try. 

From thence Alexander went to Troy, where he paid 
great honours to the shade of Achilles, and caused games 
to be celebrated rouod his tomb* He admired and envied 
the felicity of the Grecian hero, in having found during life 
a faithful friend in Patroclus ; and after death a noble pane- 
gyrist in Homer* 

When the news of Alexander's landing in Asia was 
brought to Darius, he testified the utmost contempt for the 
Macedonian army, and indignation at the presumption of 
their generals. In a letter which he wrote, he reprehended 
his audacious insolence, and gave orders to his various go- 
vernors, in the different parts of his dominions,, that if they 
took Alexander alive, to whip him with rods, make prison- 
ers of his whole army, and send them as slaves to one, of 
the most deserted parts of his dominions* Thus confiding 
in the glittering, but barbarous multitude which he com- 
manded, he disposed of the enemy as already vanquished : 
but confidence goes but a short part of the road to success* 
The great numbers which he had gathered? only brought 
unwieldy splendour into the field, and instead of procuring 
him security, increased his embarrassments. 

Alexander, beiog at length arrived on the banks of the 
Granicus, a river of Phrygia, there first found the Persians 
disposed to dispute his passage. Ttte Persian Satraps ta- 
king possession of the higher banks at the headof an army 
of one hundred thousand foot, and upwards often thousand 
horse, seemed to promise themselves* victory. Memnon who 
was a Rhodian, and commanded under Darius all the coast 
of Asia, had advised the generals not to venture a battle, 
but lay waste- the plains and even the cities ;V thereby to 
starve Alexander's army, and 'oblige him to return back in- 
to Europe. Me ran on was the best of all Darius' generals, 
and had- been the principal agent in his victories. It is not 
easy to determine what we ought to admire most in him ; 
whether his great wisdom in council, his couiage and ca- 
pacity in the field, or his zeal and attachment to his sove- 
reign. The council he gave on this occasion was excellent, 
when we consider that his enemy was fiery and impetuous ; 
had neither town, magazine, or place of retreat; that he ( 
was entering a country towhich he was absolutely a stran- 
ger, and inhabited by enemies; that delays alone would 
. weaken and ruin him : and that his only hopes lay in giving 
battle immediately. But Arsites, a Phrygian Satrap, op- 
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posed the opinion of Memnon, «ftd protested he would ne- 
ver suffer the Grecians to make such bavock in the territo- 
ries he governed. This ill council prevailed over that of 
the Rhodian, whom the Persians to their great prejudice, 
suspected of a design to protract the war, and by that means 
of making himself necessary to Darius. 

Alexander, in the mean time marched on at the head 
of his heavy armed iiffantry, drawn up in two lines, with 
the cavalry in the wings, and the baggage following in the 
rear. Being arrived upon the banks of the Gran ic us, Par- 
menio advised him to encamp there in battje array, in or- 
der that his forces might have time to rest themselves, and 
not to pass the river till very early next morning, because 
the enemy would then be less able to prevent him : He ad- 
ded that it would be too dangerous to attempt crossing a ri- 
ver in sight of an enemy, especially as that before them was 
deep, and its banks very craggy ; so that the Persian ca- 
valry, who watted their coming in battle array, on the other 
side, might easily defeat them before they were drawn up:* 
That besides the loss, which would be sustained on this oc- 
casion, this enterpr&ejvjn case it should prove unsuccessful 
would be of dangerous consequence to their future affairs; 
the fame and glory of arms depending on the first actions* 

However, these reasons were notable to make the least 
impression on Alexander, who declared that it would be a 
shame, should he, after crossing the Hellespont, suffer his 
progress to be retarded by a rivulet ; for so he called the 
Granicus out of contempt j that they ought to take advan- 
tage of the terror orSvhich the suddenness of his arrival and 
the boldness pf his attempt, had spread among the Persians ; 
and answer tjie high opinion the world conceived of his 
courage, and the valour of the Macedonians. The ene- 
my's horse which was very numerous, lined the whole 
shore, and formed a large front, in order to oppose Alex- 
ander wherever he should endeavour to pass ; and the foot, 
which consisted chiefly of Greeks in Darius' service, was 
posted behind upon an easy ascent. 

The two army's continued along time in sight of each 
other, on the banks of the river, as if dreadiug the event. 
The Persians waited till the Macedonians should enter the 
river, in order to charge them to advantage upon their land- 
ing, and the latter seemed to be making choice of a place 
proper for crossing/ and to survey the countenance of their 
enemies. Upon this, Alexander ordered his horse to be 
brought, commanded the noblemen of the court, to follow 
kirn, and behave gallantly. He himself commanded the 
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right wing, and Parmeniq the left. The king first caused 
a strong detachment to march ktfo the river, himself folio w* 
ing it >vith the rest of the forces* He made Parmenio ad- 
vance afterwards with the left wing: he himself led on the 
right wing into the river, foHowed by the rest of the troops j 
the trumpets sounding, and the whole army raising cries of 

The Persians seeing this. detachment advance forward, 
began to let fly their arrows, and march to a place where 
the declivity was not so great, in order to keep the Mace- 
donians from landing. But now the horse engaged with 
great fury, one part endeavouring to land, and the other 
striving to prevent them. The Macedonians, whose caval- 
ry v&s vastly inferior in number, besides the advantage of 
the ground, were wounded with .the darts, that were shot 
from the eminence ; not to mention that the flower of the* 
Persian horse were drawn together in this place, and that / 
Meranon in concert with his sons, commanded there. The 
Macedonians at first gave ground, after having lost the first 
ranks, which made a vigorous defence. Alexander, who 
had followed them close, and reinforced them with his best 
troops, headed them himself, animated them by his pre- 
sence, pushed the Persians, and routed them ; upon which 
the whole army followed after, crossed the river, and attack* 
ed the enemy on all sides. 

• Alexander firstjeharged the thickest part of the enemy's 
horse, in which the generals fought. He himself was par- 
ticularly conspicuous by his shield, and the plume of fea- 
thers that overshadowed his helmet, on the two sides of 
which, there rose twa wings, as it were of a great length, 
and so vastly white, that they dazzled the eyes of the be- 
holder. The charge was very furious about his person, and 
though only the horse engaged, tbey fought like foot, man 
to man, without giving way on either side ; every one stri- 
ving to repulse his adversary, and gain ground of him. Spi T 
throhates, lieutenant-governor of Ionia, and son-in-law to 
Darius, distinguished himself above the rest of tjje generals 
by bis superior bravery. Being surrounded by forty Persi- 
an lords, all of them his relations of experienced valour, 
and who never moved from his side, he carried terror where- 
ever he went. Alexander observing, in how gallant a man- 
ner he signalized himself, clapped spurs to his horse, and 
advanced towards him. Immediately they engaged, and- 
each having thrown a javelin, wounded the other slightly*— 
Spithrobates falls furiously sword in hand, upon Alexander 
Who being prepared for hiro, thrust* his pike into his face* 
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and laid him dead at his feet. At that very moment, Ra- 
saces, brother to that nobleman, charging him on the side 
gave him so furious a Wow on the head with his battle-axe, 
that he beat off his plume, but went no deeper than the hair* 
As he was going to repeat his blow on the bead, which bow 
appeared through his fractured helmet, Clitus-cut off Rasace's 
hand wKh one stroke of his scimetar and by that means saved 
his sovereign's life. The danger to which Alexander had 
been exposed, greatly animated the courage of his soldiers* 
who now performed wonders* The Persians in the centre 
of the horse, upon whom the light-armed troops, who had 
been posted in the intervals of the horse, poured a perpetual 
discharge of darts, being unable to sustain any longer the 
attack. of the Macedonians* who struck them all in the fcce, 
the tw6 wings were immediately broke, and put to flight, 
Alexander did not pursue them long, but turned about im- 
mediately to charge the foot* 

These at first stood their ground, bat when thjey saw 
themselves attacked at the same time by the cavalry, and 
the Macedonian phalanx which had crossed the river, and 
and that the battalions were now engaged, 'those of the Per- 
sians did not make either a long or a vigorous resistance, 
and were soon put to (light ; the Grecian infantry in Darius' 
service excepted. This body of foot retiring to a hill, de- 
manded a promise from Alexander to let them march away 
unmolested ; but following the dictates of his wrath, rather 
than those of reason, he rushed into the midst of this body 
of foot, and presently lost his horse, (not Bucephalus) who 
was killed with the thrust of a sword- The battle was so 
hot round him, that most of the Macedonians, who lost their 
lives on this occasion, fell here ; for they fought against a 
body of men, who were well disciplined, had been inured 
to war, and fought in despair. They were all cut to pieces, 
two thousand excepted, who were taken prisoners* 

A great number of the Persian -commanders lay dead 
on the spot. Arsites fled into Phrygia, where it Is said he 
laid violent hands on himself, for having been the cause 
that the battle was fought* Twenty thousand foot, and two 
thousand five hundred horse, were killed in this engage* 
rnent, on the side of the barbarians ;, and of the Macedon- 
ians, twenty -five of the royal horse were killed at the -first 
attack* Alexander ordered Lysippus-to make their statutes 
in brass, all of which were set up in *a city of Mace don, 
called Dia, from whence they were many years after car- 
ried to Rome, by Meteilus. About threescore of the other 
horse were killed, and near thirty foot, who, the next day, 
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were all laid with their arms and equipage in one grave ; 
av.d the king granted an exemption to their fathers and 
children, from every kind of tribute and service. 

He also took the utmost care of the wounded, visited 
them, and Saw their wounds dressed. He enquired very 
particularly into their adientures, and permitted every; one 
of them to relate his actions in the battle, and ^t&l his* 
bravery. He also granted the rites of sepulture to the prin- 
cipal Persians, and did not even refuse it 10 such Greeks as 
died in the Persian service; but all those whom he took 
prisoners, he laid in chains, and sent to work as slaves in 
Macedonia, for having fought under the barbarian standard 
against their country, contrary to the express prohibition 
made by Greece upon that head, 

Alexander made it his duty and pleasure to share the 
honor of his victory with the Greeks ; and sent particu- 
larly to the Athenians, three hundred shields, being part of 
the plunder taken from the enemy, and' caused the glorious 
inscription following to be inscribed on the rest of the 
spoils: — * Alexander, son of Philifi, with the Greeks^ (the La- 
cedemonians' exceftted) gained these spoils Jrom the barba- 
rians who inhabit Mia. 9 The greatest part of the gold and 
silver plate, the purple carpets, and other furniture of the 
Persian luxury, he sent to his. mother. 

This victory not only impressed the Persians with con- 
sternatipn, but served to excite the ardour of the invading 
army. The Persians perceiving that they were not able tp> 
overcome the. Greeks, though possessed of manifest advan- 
tages! supposed that they never could be. able to face them 
upon equal terms; and thus, from the first mischance, they 
gave up all hopes of succeeding by valour. Indeed, in all 
invasions, where the nations, invaded have been once beaten, 
with great advantages of place on their side, such as defen- 
sive rivers, straits, and mountains ; they soon begin to per- 
suade themselves, that upon equal terms, such an enemy- 
must be irresistable. It is the opinion of Machiavel, that 
be who resolves to defend a passage, should do it with his 
ablest forces^ for few regions of any circuit are so well de- 
fended' by nature, that armies- of such force as may be 
thought sufficient to conquer them; cannot break through 
the natural difficulties of the entrance ; one passage or other 
is commonly left unguarded ; and some place weakly de* 
fended, will be the-cause of a fatal triumph to the iiwa* 
ders- How often have the Alps given way to armies break- 
ing into Italy? and tbougj) they produced drjeadful cidlkul- 
ties and dangers among those that scaled them, yet they 
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were never found to give security to those that lay behind* 
It was therefore wisely done of Alexander to pass the river , 
in the face of the enemy, without marching higher to seek | 
an easier passage) or labouring to convey his men over it 
by some safer method. Having beaten the enemy apon 
thetfuwn terms, he no less destroyed their reputation thaa 
their*&rerigth> leaving the wretched subjects of such a 
state, no hopes of succour from such unable protectors. 

Soon after the battle of Granicus, he recovered Sardis 
frotn the enemy, which was in a manner the bulwark of the 
barbarian empire on the side next the sea; he took the in- 
'habitants under his protection, received their nobles with 
the utmost condescension, and permitted them to be go- 
verned by their own laws and maxims, observing to his 
friends around him, * That such as lay the foundations of a j 
new dominion* should always endeavour to have the fame | 
of being merciful.' Four days after, he arrived at Ephe- 
8us, carrying with him those who had been banished from 
thence for being-* his adherents, and restored its popular 
form of government. * He assigned to the Temple of Di- 
ana, the tributes which were paid to the kings of Persia. 
Before he left Ephesus, the deputies of the cities of Thral- ^ 
lis and Magnesia waited upon him with the keys of those 
places* 

He afterwards marched to Miletus ; which city, flatter- 
ed with the hopes of a sudden and powerful support, shut 
♦their gates against him; and indeed the Persian fleet, 
which Vas very considerable, made a shew as if it would 
succour that ciiy : but after having made several fruitless 
attempts to engage that of the enemy, it was forced to sail 
away. — Memnon had shut himself up in this fortress, with 
a great number of his soldiers who had escaped from the 
battle, and was determined to make a good defence. Alex- 
ander, who would not lose a moment's time, Attacked it, 
and planted scaling-ladders on all sides. The ^calade was 
carried on with great vig6ur, and opposed with no less in- 
trepidity, though Alexander sent fresh troops to refieve 
each other without the least intermission ; and this lasted 
several days. At last finding his soldiers were every where 
repulsed, and that the city was provided with every thing 
for a long siege, he planted all his machines against it, 
made a great number 4 of breaches, and whenever these were 
attacked, # a new scalade was attempted.. The besieged, af- 
ter sustaining all these efforts with prodigious bravery, ca- 
puiated to prevent being ta&en by storm, Alexander treated 



the^Mikstans with -the utmost humanity, but so?d all the 
f or ei goers who were found in it. 

After possessing himself of Miletu*, he marched inta 
Caria, in order to lay siege to Halicarnassus. This city 
was of prodigious difficult access from its happy situation, 
and had bt#n strongly fortified. Besides Metnnon, the 
ablest as well the most valiant of all Darius' commanders* 
hadgot into it with a body of Choice soldiers, with a de- 
sign to signalise his courage and fidelity for his sovereign* 
He accordingly made a very noble defence, in which he 
•was seconded by Ephialtes, another general of great merit* 
Whatever could be expected from the most intrepid bra^ 
Very, and the most consummate knowledge in the science 
of war> was conspicuous on both sides on thi* occasion.—* 
Memnon Gnding it impassible for him to hold out any lon- 
ger, was forced to abandon the city. As the sea- was open 
to him, after having put a strong garrison into the citadel* 
which was well stored with provisions, he- took with him 
the surviving inhabitants, with all their riches, and con* 
veyed them into the island of Cos, which was not far front 
Haiicaruassus, Alexander did not think proper to besiege 
the citadel, it being ofiittle importance after the city was 
* destroyed, vrhich he demolished to the very -foundations. 
He left it alter having encompassed it with strong walls, 
and left some good troops in the country. 

Soon after this, he restored Ada, queen of Carta to her 
kingdom, of which she had been dispossessed sometime 
before ; and as a testimony of the deep sense she had of the 
favors received from Alexander, she sent aim every, day 
meats dressed in the mosfcexquisite manned and the most 
excellent cooks of every kind. Alexsnderfeanswered tho 
queen on this occasion, *That all this train was of no ser* 
vice to him ; for that he was possessed of much better 
cooks, whom Leonidas, his governor, had given him, one 
of whom prepared him a good dinner, and an excellent sup* 
£er, and those were Temperance and Exercise.* 
** % Several kings of Asia Minor submitted voluntarily to 
Alexander ; Mithridates, king of PojitUM w ** one of those, 
who afterwards adhered to this prince, and followed him in 
his expeditions.. He was son to Ariobarzanes, governor of 
-Phrygia, and king of Pontus, of whom mention has been 
made elsewhere, tie is computed to be the sixteenth king 
from Arubanus, who is considered as the founder of that 
kingdom, ot which he was put in possession by Dariua, soa 

. Hh 
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of Hystaspes, his father. The famous MHhrtdates, ttha 
ao long employed the Roman armies, was one of his suc- 
cessors. 

Ihe year ensuing, Alexander began the campaign very 
early* He had debated whether it would be proper for him 
|o march directly against Darius, or first subdue the rest 
of the maritime provinces. To* latter, opinion appeared 
the safest, since he thereby would not be molested by such 
nations as he should. leave behind him. This progress was 
m little interrupted at first. Near Phaselts, a city situated 
between Lysia. and Pamphitia, is a defile along the sea shore, 
Which is always dry at low water, so that travellers may pass 
it at that time; but when the sea rises, it is all underwa- 
ter. As it .was now winter, Alexander, whom nothing could 
daunt,, was desirous of passing it before the waters fell. 
His forces were therefore obliged to, march a whole day in 
the water, which came up to their waste. 

Alexander, after having settled. affairs in Cilicia and 
Pamphylia, marchedbisarmy to Celaenx, a city of Phrygia, 
watered by the river ..Marsyas, which the .fictions of poets 
have made so famous. He summoned the garrison of the 
citadel, whither the inhabitants were retired, to surrender; 
but these believing it impregnable, .answered haughtily, 
That they > would first die. However, finding the attack 
carried on with great vigour, they desired a truce of sixty 
days, at the expiration of which they promised to open 
their gates, in case they were not succoured. And accord- 
ingly, no aid arriving, they surrendered themselves upon 
the day fixed- 

From thence he inarched into Phrygia, the ancient do- 
minion of the. celebrated; king Mid*«s ; having taken the 
capital city, -he was desirous, of seeing the famous chariot 
to which the Gordion kuoi was tied. This knot, which 
fastened the yoke to the beam, was tied with so much in- 
tricacy, that it was impossible to discover where the ends 
begun, or how they were concealed. According to an an^ 
cient tradition of the cotinrry, an oracle had foretold that the 
jnan who could u«tie it should possess the empire of Asia. 
Alexander, being firmJv persuaded that the oracle was Jneant 
for him, after many fruitless trials, instead of attempting 
to' untie it in the usual manner, drew his sword and cut it 
in pieces, crying out, •* That that was the only way to un- 
tie it.' The priest hailed the omen, and declared that Alex- 
ander had ful filled i he oracle. 

Darius, who now began to be more alarmed than be- 
fore, used all the art in his power to raise an army, and en- 
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* courage his forces : He* sent Memnon into (Greece toinvade 
Macedon; in order to make ^diversion of the Grecian 
forces J but this general dying Upon* that expedition. Da- 
rius* hopes 1 vanished on that quarter, an<l instead of invad- 
ing the enemy, he was obliged to consult for the protection 
of his empire/ at home. 

In Uhe mean time, Alexander having left Gordidn, 
marched into Paphlogon'fa and Cappadocia, which he biib- 
d-ued. it was there he heard of Memnon'sdeath ; the news 
"whereof confirmed him in the resolution he had taken, of 

-. marching immediately into the provinces 'of -Upper Asia* 
Accordingly he advanced, by hasty marches,' into Cilicfa, 
abd arrived in the country called Cyrus'- Camp. From 
thence there is no more <han fifty stadia (two leagues and a 
half each} to the pas* of Oilicia* which is a'very narrow 
Strait, through which travellers are obliged to go from Cfp* 
patlocia to Tarsus* The officer who guarded it in Bartu*' 
name, had left but few soldiers fn it; and those fled the 
instant they heard of the enemy's arrival* Upon this, A- 
lexander entered the pass, and after viewing very atten- 
tively the situation of the place, admired his own good tor- 
tune, and confessed, {£? might have been very easily stop- 
ped and defeated there, merely by the throwing of stones; 

j| for not to mention that- this' pass was- so narrow, that tour 

^ men, completely >armecj r could scarcely walk abreast in it; 
the top of the mountain hung over the -road,- which was 

I not only stpait, but broke in several places, by the fail 
of torrents from the mountains* • 

Alexander marthed" his whole army to the city of Tar- 

f, sus, where it arrived the instant the Persians were setting 
fire to that place, to-prevent his plundering the great riches 
of so flourishing a city*- But Parmenio, whom the king 

! had sent thither with ^'detachment of horse, arrived very 
seasonably tostopthe progress of the fire, and inarched into 
the city, -which he saved* the barbarians having fled the 
moinem< they* heard of Ms arrival. 

■ - Through this city the Cydnus runs ; a river not so re- • 
markable for the breadth of its channel, as for the beauty 
of its waters -which are vastly limpid ; but at the same time 
excessively cold, because of the tufted trees with which it* 
banks are overshadowed^ It was now about the; end of 
Summer, which is excessively hot in Cilicia; and in the. 
hottest parUof the day, when the king, who was quite co- 
vered with sweat and dirt, arriving on its bank*, had a 
mind to bathe, invited by the beauty and clearness, of the < 
stream* However, the instant he plunged into it, he was 
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-seized with so violent a shivering, that all the by-standen 
fancied he was dying. Upon this, he was carried to his 
tent, after fainting away* The physicians, who were sen* 
si hie they should be answerable for the event, did not dare 
to hazard violent and extraordinary remedies. However, 
Philip, one of his physicians, who had. always attended upon 
l\im from his youth, and loved hjm with the. utmost tender- 
ness, not only as his sovereign, but his child, raising him- 
self (merely out of affection to Alexander) above all pru- 
dential considerations, offered to give him a dose, which, 
though not very violent, would nevertheless be speedy in 
its^ffecis; and desired three days to piepare it: At thft 
proposal every one trembled, but he. only whom it most 
concerned ; Alexander being afflicted on no other account/ 
than because it would keep him three days from appearing 

at the head of his army. 

_ \ViriTsrth1e!.eTnTn^ Alexander received a 

letter from Parmeni :>, who was left behind in Cappadocia, 
in whom Alexander pur greater confidence than in any 
other of his courtiers ; the purport of which .was, to bid 
him beware of Philip his physician X for that Darius had 
bribed htm, by the promise of a thousand talents, and his 
sister in marriage. This letter gave him great uneasiness; 
for he was now at. full leisure to weigh all the reasons he 
might have to hope or fear. But the confidence in a phy- 
sician whose sincere attachment and fidelity he' had proved 
from hi* infancy, soon prevailed, and removed all'suspi- * 
cions. He folded up the letter, and. put it under his bolster, 
without acquainting his attendants with the-contents ; in the 
mean time, his physician entered* with the medicine in tus 
hand, and offered the cup to Alexander, The hero, upoti 
this, took the cup from him, aiid holding out the letter, de~ 
sired the physician to read* while he drink off the draught ' 
with an intrepid countenance, without the least hesitation, 
or discovering the Jeast suspicion of uneasiness* . The phy- 
sician, as he perused the letter, shewed greater signs of in- 
dignation than of fear ; he bid him, with a resolute tone, 
harbour no uneasiness, and that the recovery of his health 
would in a short time wipe off all suspicion. In the mean 
time, the physic wrought so violently, that thtr symptoms 
seemed to strengthen Parmenio's .accusation ; but at last, 
the medicine: having gained the ascendant, he began to as- 
sume his accustomed vigour j and in about three days, he 
was able to .shew himself to his longing soldiers, by whom 
he was equally beloved and respected. 
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In the; oieto time, Darius was on his march: filled 
with a vain security rn the superiority of his n ambers; and 
confident not id the* valour, but in the splendor of Ms forces. 
The plains of Assyria* un which he was encamped, gave 
him an opportunity of extending his horse as he pleased* 
and of taking the advantage which the great difference be- 
tween the number of soldiers in each army gave him* 
But, instead of this, he resolved to march to narrow passes, 
where his cavalry, and the multitude of his troops, so far 
from doing him '.any service, ? would" only incumber each 
other ; and accordingly* advanced towards the enemy, for 
yham he- should have waited* and -thus ran visibly on his 
destruction. ; , . -- . < ■■ r • ■; ' ', ' 

/.His courtiers and attendants, however, whose custom 
it was to flatter and applaud all his actions, congratulated 
hirn upon art approaching victory, as if it had been certain 
and: inevitable* 1 There was at that time, in the army of 
Darius, one Cat-idem us, an Athenian, a man of great expe- 
rience in war, who personally hated .Alexander, for having 
caused him to be banished from Athens. Darius turning 
to this Athenian, asked whether he believed him powerful 
enough to- defeat his 1 army. Caridemtis, who had been 
brought up in the bosffm of liberty^ and forgetting that he 
was. in a country of slavery, whero; to* oppdse^. the inclina- 
tions of the prince is of the most dangerous consequence* 
replied as j fallows :4*-v Permit • me, sir, "to speak truth now* 
when: only ;ray*stocei ity. may be of service ; jfiour present 

' splendor, your prodigious. niuxn be rs which have drained the 
eestymay bcLtCirribie indeed! to your effeminate neighbours,' 
but*can be no way dreadful to a Macedonian army. Disci- 

, pline^ciQue combat, courage, is afK their care-; everv sin- 
gle maniattiofegrthem is ahrio4t htmWff a gvoeralv-r-These* 
men are not to the repulsed by t be: atones of stingers, or 
stake* burnt at the ehd;-rpa)ne but troops armed like them- 
selves' can stop their career?; • let therefore' the gold and sil- 
ver, which gliuers : in your camp, be exchanged ♦for' soldi era 
and steel, foe weapons and for hearts (bat: are able ro de- 
fend you* \; . Dairiusy though naturally o#a mild' disposhtonj 
had all his passion's reused at the freedom of tlfis man's, 
advtcfe-j he ; ordered him at'^dnee^tb ^ executed; Cari- 
dem u«; alt the ttine cry to g ©uty X hat hi s avenger was W^ 
hand: Darius too soon repented his rashness, and expe- 
rienced, when it was too late, the truth of all that had been 
told hinai." l *"o, . ., . r-; ■ -• • . •••-. ; " ' 



91 

The e mpe ror now advaaced with his troops towards 
the river Euphrates; over his tent was. exhibited to the 
view of bts whole army, the image of the San in jewels ; 
while wealth and magnificence shone la. every quarter of 
the army. 

First they carried silver, altars* on which lay fire, called 
by them Sacred and Eternal; and these were fallowed by 
the Magi, singing hyms, after the manner of their country : 
they were accompanied by three hundred and sixty ^five 
youths (equalling the number x>f days in a year) d oat bed in 
purple robes. Afterwards came a chariot consecrated to 
-Jupiter, drawn by white horses*, and followed i>y a courser 
of a prodigious size, to whom they gave the name of the 
Sun's Norse; and the equeries were dressed in while, each 
having a golden nod in his hand. ^ 

Ten chariots, adorned with sculptures m gold and sil- 
ver followed after* Then? marched a body 6f horse, composed 
>of twelve nations, whose manners and diatoms were vari- 
ous, and all armed in a different manner. Next' advanced 
those whom the Persians called The ImmoriaU ; amounting 
to ten thousand, who surpassed the rest of the barbarians 
in the aumptuousnfcss of their apparel. They, all wore gold* * 
en collars, were c loathed in robes of^old tissue, with vest- 
ments having sleeves to them quite covered. with precious 
Stones* 

Thirty paces from them followed those called the ' 
king's relations, to the number of fifteen thousand) in habits 
Tery much resembling those of women ; and to ore remar* 
Vable for the vain pomp of their dress, than the glitter of 
their arms. 

Those called The Dory ft hart came after; they carried * 
the king's cloak, and. walked before his chariot* in which * 
he seemed to sit, as ,on a high throne. 1 This chariot was 
enriched on both sides with images ofnthegods, in j£o*d*nd 
silver; and from the middle of. the. yoke, which was cover- 
ed with jewels, rose two statues, a cubit in height,: the one 
representing War, the other Peace, having a golden ea* 
gle between them, with wings extended, as ready to take 
its flight. ; . * , • 

But nothing could equal the magnificence of the king : 
0k was cloathed in a vest of purple, striped with silver, and 
over it a long robe, glittering all over wHh gold and pre- 
cious stones, t|i at represented two fateons, rushing from 
the clouds, and pecking at one another. Around .bis waist 
he wore a golden girdle, after the manner of women, whence 
his scymitar hting, j^e scabbard of which flawed all over 



i^iZPto%frMr}AtitB*&'&6. wofcnr* liara, or mkre, rouod 
which wasa^Uc^.'of Mue jnixcd'rvitd^(ir^ite»v- 
;. . Oft; each side of torn- wAlke*3Frtwo hundred of his* near- 
est relations*, followed *hf H«bo ihuusand pike men, whose 
pikes wfere adomfccLwkh sil*e?, and tipped with gold; and 
testij, thirty thousand infantry, who composed the rear- 
guard* These >wri*'&ll»wed; by the (king's horses, four hull* 
daasdjn.oujnftbtav all Iwhich were ;led* 

. About one hundred; or im hundred and twenty paces 
from thence* cameL&)t«^ambis, Darius* mother seated on 
a chariot, iatid his consort cm another ; with 'the several fe- 
male attendants of both queens, riding on horseback* Af- 
terwards <caan*i t -fifteen large chariots, in which were the 
kiogV child ren^and. those who had the care of their edu* 
cation, with: a band of ednubbs,' who <a>re to this day in 
great eafceeni among those ovations.' Then marched the 
concubines, to the n umber of it bree hundred and sixty, in 
the equipage of queens, frrflewfed -by-six hundred mules,' 
and tbeee hundred camels which ^afried^ the king's trea- 
sure* and were guarded >by a gifrttu bddy W *rehers* 

-.-. After tbes^ came -tfee wives of the crown' officers, and 
of the greatest lords of the court; th&n the sutlers, and 
servants bLt he armf, seated also in chariots. ■ 
,:i In the rear were a body* of Jight armed troops, with 
their coram an dears? who -closed it he whole march. 

-/•; Such* was* the spteitfdourof this pageant monarch : he 
tookitd the ;« eld encufobered with an unnecessary train of 
concubines, attended with troops of various nations, speak- 
ing different languages* for their numbers impossible to be 
marshalled, and so rich and e-ffeminate in gold and in gar-* 
naents, as seemed ^athemo invite than deter an invader. 

Alexander, -after marching from Tarsus, arrived at 
Bactriana ; from thence, stiti earnest in coming* up with 
his gneroy, hetcameto Sohiv where he offered sacrafice to 
.^Lsoulapius ; from the irae He wen t ; for ward to Py ramus, to 
Maftles*,and at last to Castahaia : it was here that he first 
received advice,' that Darius, with bis whofle afro y, was en- 
camped at:Sodhua in* :4&syria, t-Wo<lay« journey from CHu 
cia. Me therefore resolved, without delay, to meet him 
there* as thebadness of the weather obliged him to haUfc/ 
Inn be mean time£tariii$ led -on his immense army^pto 
the plains ^Assyria, whioh they covered to a great extent; 
there he was advised by the Grecian commanders who werd 
in hlsser-yiiekv and who composed the strength of his army 
to halt, at "he 'would there have sufficient room to expand 
Jhi* forces* aad surround 4b e invade** - Darius rejected their 



advice, tod instead of waiting Afexkwicr'* approach, vain- 
ly puffed up with pride by his- surrounding courtiers, he 
resolved to pursue the. inirader, who ' wished for nothing 
muie ardently than to. come to an engagement. 

Accordingly* Darius having aent his treasures to Damas- 
cus, a city of Assyria, he marched with the main body oT 
his army towards Cilicia, then turned: <sh*rt towards Issus ; 
and quite ignorant of the .actuation of the enemy, supposed 
be was pursuing Alexander, when he had actually left him 
in the rear* There is a strange- mixture of pride, cruelty, 
splendour, and magnanimity, in all the actions of this Per- 
sian prince* At lssus he barbarously put to death all the 
Greeks who were sick in: that city, a few soldiers only ex- 
cepted, whom he dismissed, afte* having made tbenrview 
every part of hiscsymp* in order to report his numbers and 
his strength to. the invader: dhese soldiers accordingly 
brought Meander word oftbe approach of Darius 4 and he 
now be gap to thjink seriously {^preparing for hat tie. 

t Aleander fearihg* Jeom the^numbers of the enemy, 
that the,y would attack/him in fci-s camp, fortified it with a 
ditch and a rampant » but «* the same iime discovered great 
joy to. see the enemy hastening, to its own destruction, and 
preparing to attack hjin in a place which was (but wide 
enough for a small army^io act and. move at liberty in. 
Thus the two/. armies, wet'* it) some measure redutred to an 
equality : the Macedonians had » space sufitcien* to employ 
their whole force, while the.PeesiaftSikad not room for the 
twentieth part of theirs. .,,• ( » • ■/. . .■:.; ... 

Nevertheless, Alexander, as frequewtly happens to the 
greatest captains, felt some emotion when. he saw that he 
was. going to hazard ,*41 m one blow*- The; more Fortune 
had favoured him hitherto, the, more he no^r dreaded her 
frowns; the moment, approaching which, was to determine 
jiis.fate. But, on the uther sulti, his jcoumge revived, from 
the.reflectipa 9 > that the rewards pfhistoiHexcee/led the dan- 
gei^ of the in j. andjthough he was uaQertaiii with regard to 
the, victory,, he at least hoped, to die glorl<*u*ly, and like 
Alexander* .However f jhe<Hd fjot^vuiljge these* thoughts 
Jo. any one ; well knowing, .{baty, upon tbe^pp roach of. a bat- 
tl e ?A v general ou g h\ not to dtiscq ve r t he> ieast mark^: of sad- 
neslor perple&ity fl * ^;ud thatjthfe^»Spsi^^oMUi*eddjnolhing 
but resolution, and intrepidity in. , the cjoftDietyaftce-jofltiieir 
commander* * ,\ ..■"; : .. ..,"- - . . •; .-.Aiiu. ?*>•' " 

Having made his soldiers «, refresh ,t hew selves, and or* 
deved them to he rea4y far the third," watch -of the nigdu, 
which began t at tweb'e^he^wetnt ^p.tbe jtp^ of ja umuntwn, 



*md tfi&to, by $or€h-%ht % ^cra freed, after the manner of 
Ills country, to the god* of the place. As soon as tae sig- 
nal -wa> given, his army, which- was ready to march and 
fight, being, commanded to make great speed, arrived by 
<%ay breaK at the sev-eral posts assigned ihenn But now the 
spies bringing wjotq* tha^l>arius was not above thirty fuc- 
longs from them, the king caused his army to halt, and 
t heft., drew it up in battle array*. The peasants, in the great- 
est. terror, came also, and acquainted Darius with the ar- 
rival of the .enemy ; which he would not at first believe, 
imagining, as we have observed; that Alexander fled before 
frinr, and was endeavouring to escape* This news threw;, 
bis troops, into the .utmost confusion ; who, in their sur* 
prise, ran to their arms with great precipitation and disor- 
der* 

The; *potr wti ere IheTiattTe^was fought, lay near the 
city of* Us uh, vrnich.the mountains bounded on one side, 
and the sea on the. other.. Thp plain .that was situated be- 
tween them both nuist have been considerably broad, as the 
two armjes encamped in it4 and I before observed, that 
Darius* a r, my Was vastly numerous. The river Rinarius ran 
through the middle of this plain from the mountain to the 
8?a, and divide 4 ft very near into two equal parts* The 
mountain formed a hollow ..kind of gulpb, the extremity of 
Tvhiqb, m a. curved Jine,* hounded part of the plain* 

--• Alexander drew, up. his army in the following order :— *'* 
l$e posted at the extremity of the rig^t wing, which stood * 
near the mountain^, the Argyraspides, commanded byNi-, 
canbr; then the phalanx: of Coenus, and afterwards that. of 
Perdicc as, \^ieb. terminated |n,thexenterof the mainurmy. 
On therextremity of the legf wing, be posted the phalanx- 
of Arnyntas, the,n that of Pto|emy,,^nd lastly that of Me- 
le.ager. Thus the famous Macedonian .phalanx was formed, 
which we find was- composed pf six distinct' .bodies. Each* 
of- those was. headed by able generals; ; but A\e^ander being 
always generalissimo, lwi consequently the coramanjl of., 
the whole array. <, The hqr-se were placed on the two wings,; 
the Macedonians with the Tnessalians on the fight, and of 
Pelpponne.sians,, with thq.other allies on the left. — Craterus.; 
commanded all the (Joot, r whkh composed the left wing, and 
Panneniorthe. prhole wiagj. : j ; Alexahder had reserved to hffc* 
self the cpmmand of the right? He "had desired Parmenio. 
to keep* as near £be sea, as possible, to prevent the, barhari- 
ant from surrounding him; and ^'rc^aor, on the contrary 
was ordered to ^fepjat>sowe distance, from the mountains, 
to keep,himj*£jf gut p£ lbs .fea^'qf 1^9 arrows discharged by 



tlfose who were posted on them. - He covered tne Tiorse- 
on his right wing wiih the light horse of-Protomachus and 
the Pee > hi ins, and his'foot with the bowmen of Amiochus*- 
He reserved the Adrians, commanded by Attains, who were 
greatly tsttemed, ,and some forces that were ntwly arrived 
from Greece, to oppose those Darius had posted on the 
mountains. « 

As For Darius* army, "it was drawn up* in the following 
order: Hating heard that Alexander was marching to* 
Wards him in battle array, he commanded thirty thousand 
horse, and twenty thousand bowmen to cross the* river Pi- 
nanus, that he might have an opportunity totlraw up hi* 
army in a commodious manner on the hither side. In the 
center he posted the thirty thousand Greeks in his service, 
who doubtless- were the flower and chief strength of his ar- • 
my, and were not at all inferior in bravery. to the Mtteedc*' 
Irian phalunx, with thirty thousand barbarians on their right, 
and as many on their left. The field* of battle not beings 
able to contain a greater number, these were all heavily ar- 
med. The rest of the infantry, distinguished by their se- 
veral nations, were ranged behind the first line. It is « 
pity Arrian does not tell us the depth of each* of those two 
lines; bot it must have been prodigious, if we consider the 
extreme narrowness of the pass, and the amazing multitude' 
.of the Persian forces. On the mountain which lay to their- 
"left, against Alexander's right wing, Darius posted twenty 
thousand men," who were so ranged (in the several windings 
of the mountain) that some were behind Alexander's; army, 
and others before it. 

Darius, after having set his army in battle array* made 
Ms horse cross the river again, *anu* dispatched the greatest 
part of Jthcm towards the sea against Parmenio, because 
they could fight on that sjtot with the greatest advantage. 
The rest of his' cavalry he sent to the left, towards the 
mountain. However, Ending that these would be of noser- 
vice on that side, because of the tdo great narrowness of 
the spot, he caused 4 great part of them to wheel about to 
the right. As for himself, he took his post in the center of 
his army, pursuant to the custom of the Persian monarch*. 
+ The two armies being thus drawn' up* in order of battle, 
Alexander marched very slowly, that his soldiers might take 
a little breath ; so that it was supposed they would not en- 
gage till very late. For Darius still continued with his ar- • 
my on tfie other side of the river, in order not fo lose the 
advantageous situation of his pos* j and' even caused sugh 
paru of the shore as were not 'cfa^gy^be secured with- 
pausadoes ; where the Macedonians concluded that he was 



already afraid bf teiit^tle&ated. Xthtc two ?*rtbies bc«^ 
come in sight, Alexander ridiuvg along the ranks, culled by 
their several names, ilie <pnnmpal oihcjers,. both of the Ma-- 
osdoni an&aud, foreigners ; ..and. exhorted the soldiers to s\g- 
nahze; tbems>elvesv speaking to. each nation according to fl» 
peculiar genius, and disposition. The, whole army set up a 
shout, and. eagerly deairedto be; .led on directly against the 
enemy. <-..».•.;■,••. 

Alexander had advanced at firs' very slowly to prevent 
the. ranks on the fru&t of his phalanx trout breaking, and 
halted by intervals. But. when ne was got within bow -shot, 
he commanded .all his right wing to*piunge impetuously in- 
to the river, .purposely that he might surprize the barba i- 
ans, come sooner to a dose, engagement, and, be less ex- 
posed to the enemy's arrows; in all winch he was very sue* 
cessful. . Both sides fought witl^ the utmost bravery and re- 
solution ; and being now forced, to tight cl >se, they charged 
both titles sword in hand ? when a di cad tuj^ slaughter ensu- 
ed, lor they, engaged, man to man, each aiming the point 
of his sword at the face of his opponent. Alexander, who 
performed the deny both of a .private soldier and of a com- 
mander, wished nothing so ardently &3 the glory of killing 
with his awn hands Darius, who hcin<< seated on a high cha*» 
riot, was conspicuous to the whole, army ; and by that mean* 
was.-a powerful object both to jciico mage im own soldiers to - 
defend,, and the enemy to attack him. And now the bat- 
tle, grew more furious and bloody than before* so that a 
great number of Persian noblemen were killed* Each bide 
lough t with incredible bravery. Oxatres, brother to Dari- 
us, observing that Alexander was going to eharge that mo- 
narch Jwith the utmost vigour, rushed before his chariot 
with the horse under his command. and distinguished him- 
self above the rest. The horses that drew Darius' chariot 
lost all command, and shook the yoke so violently, that th y 
were upon the point of overturning the king, who seeing 
himself going .to fall alive into the hands of his enemies, 
leaped down. and mounted another chi&ou The rest ob* 
serving this fled as f<tst as possible, and throwing down their 
arms, made the nest ot v their way. Akxandechad receiv- 
ed a slight, wound An his thigh, but h pppdy i< was not a& 
tended wi»h ill coiisrtjuences. Whilst pan oft t» Mure Io- 
nian infantry, posted on the righ., we re. driving- the advanj 
tages they had gained against u.t^tibuiu^.u). .: ..aii.cur . 
of; them who engaged the Gr\ek-, met *>'h tfrr-u tr resist- 
ance— These observing ihat the body of infantry hi question 
■were no longer covered by the light wing of Alexander's 
army, which was pursuing the enemy, came and attacked 



It in flank.. The engagement was very bloody, *inl Ttctory 
a long time douotful The Greeks endeavoured to push the 
Macedonians into the river, and to recover the disorder in* 
to which the leit wing had been thrown* Toe Macedoni- 
ans also signalized themselves with the upmost bravery, in 
order to preserve the advantage which Alexander bad just 
before gained* and support the honour or their phalanx, 
which had always been considered as invincible. There 
was also a perpetual jealousy between the 1* reeks and Ma- 
cedonians, which greatly encreased their courage, and made 
the resistance on each side very vigorous. On Alexander's 
aide, Ptolemey, the son of Seleucus, lost his life with an 
-hundred and twenty more considerable officers, who all had 
behaved with the utmost galUmry* 

In the mean time the right wing, which was victori- 
ous tinder its monarch, after defeating all who opposed it, 
wheeled to the It ft against those Greeks who were fighting 
with the rest of the Macedonian phalanx, whom they char- 
ged very vigorously ; and attacking them in flank entirely 
routed them. 

At the very beginning of the engagement the Persian 
cavalry, which was in the right-wing (without waiting for 
their being attacked by the Macedonians) had crossed the . 
■river and rushed upon the Thcssaliau horse, several of 
whose squadrons they broke. Upon. this the remainder of 
the latter, in- order ^o avoid the impetuosity, of the first 
charge, and oblige the Persians to break their ranks, made 
a ft im of retiring, as terrified by the prodigious numbers 
of the enemy. The Persians seeing this, were filled with 
boldness and confidence ; ami thereupon, the greatest part 
of them advancing, without older or precaution, as to a 
certain victory hud no thoughts but of pursuing the enemy* 
Upon this the Thessalians seeing them in such confusion, 
faced about on a sudden and renewed the fight with fresh 
ardour. The Persians made a brave defence* till they saw 
Darius put to flight, and the Greeks cut to pieces by the 
phalanx, when they fled in the utmost 'disorder. 

With itgatd to Darn s, the instant he saw his left wing 
-broke, he was one of the first who fled in his chariot ; but 
getting aftei 'wards into craggy, rugged places, he mounted 
on horse-back, throwing down his bow, shield, and royal 
mantle* Alexander, however, did pot attempt to pursue 
him, till he saw his phalanx had conquered the Greeks, and 
the Persian horse put to flight; which was of great advan- 
tage to the prince that fled. 
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Sysigambis, Darius' mother, and that monarchy queen, wit* * 
was also was his sister, were found remaining in the camp, 
with two of the king's daughters, his son (yet a child) and 
some Persian ladies ; for the rest had been carried to Da- 
mascus, with part of Darius' treasure, and all such things 
as contributed only to the luxury and magnificence of his 
court* No more than three thousand talents were found 
in his camp; but the rest of the treasure fell afterwards in- 
to the hands of Parmenio', at the taking of the city of Da- 
mascus. 

As for the barbarians, having exerted themselves with 
bravery enough in the^first attack, they afterwards gave way 
in the most shameful manner ; and being intent upon no- 
thing but saving themselves* they took different ways. 
Some struck into the high road, which led directly to Per- 
sia ; others ran into woods and lonely ^mountains ; and a 
small number returned to their camp, which the victorious 
enemy had already taken and plundered. In this battle 
three-score thousand of the Persian infantry, and ten thou- 
sand horsemen, were slain ; forty thousand were taken pri- 
soneis, while of Alexander's army there fell but two hun- 
dred and tour-score' men in all. 

The evening after the engagement, Alexander invited 
his chief officers to a feast, at which he himself presided, 
notwithstanding he had b(Jen wounded that day in battle. 
The festivity, however, had scarce begun, when they were 
interrupted by sad lamentations from a neighbouring tent, 
■which at first they considered as a fresh alarm, but they were 
soon taught that it canie from the tent, in which the wife 
and mother of Darius were kept, who were expressing their 
sorrow for the supposed death of Darius. An eunuch, who 
had seen his cloak in the hands of a soldier, imagining he 
•was killed, brought thepi these dreadful tidings. Alexan-, 
ander, however, sent one of his officers to undeceive them, 
and to inform them that the emperor was still alive. The 
■women little used to the .appearance of strangers, upon the 
arrival of the Macedonian soldier, imagining he was sent 
to put thdm to death, threw themselves at his feet, and 
entreated him to spare them a little while. They were 
ready, they said, to die : and only desired to bury Duriue, 
before they should suffer* The soldier assured them, that 
the monarch. whom they deplored, was still living, and he 
gave Sysigambis his hand to raise her 'from the grounr'. 

The next day Alexander, after visiting tlu: w-unded, 
caused the last honours to be paid to the dead in presence 
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6f the whole army, drawn up in the most splendid order of 
battle*. He trealed the Persians of distinction in the^same 
manner, and permitted Darius' mother, to bury whatever 
person she pleased according to the customs, and ceremo- 
nies practised in her country. After this, he sent a message 
to the queens to inform them, that he was coming to pay 
them a visit ; and accordingly, commanding all his train to 
•withdraw, he entered the tent accompanied only by He- 
phacstion, who made so cautious and discreet a use of the 
liberty granted him, that he seemed to take it not so much 
out of inclination, as from a desire to obey the king who 
would have it so. They were of the same age, but Htphacs- 
tion was taller, so that the queens .took him first for the 
king, and paid him their respects as such. But some cap- 
tive eunuchs shewing them Alexander, Sysiganibis fell pros- 
trate before him, and entreated pardon for her mistake, but 
the king raising her. from the ground, assured her this his 
friend also was another. Alexander ; and after comforting 
her. and her attendants, took the son of Darius that was 
yet but a child in his. arms. The infant, without discover- 
ing the least terror, stretched out his arms to the conque- 
ror, who being affected with its confidence^ said to Hephas- 
tion, * Oh ! that. Darius had some share, some portion of 
this infant's generosity. 1 — This interview has done mere ho- 
Dfrur to Alexander's character, than all the rest of his con- 
quests : the gentleness of his manners to the suppliant cap- 
tives, his chastity and continence, when he had the power 
to enforce qbedience, were setting an example to heroes, 
Which it has been the pride of many since to imitate. 

After this overthrow, all Phoenicia, the capital city of 
Tyre only excepted, was yielded to the conqueror, and 
Parmenio was made governor. Good fortune follqwed him 
so fast, that it rewarded him beyond his expectations. An- 
tigonus his general in Asia, overthrew the Cappadocians, 
Paphlagonians, and others lately revolted. Aristodemus 
the Persian admiral, was overcome at sea, and a great^part 
of his fleet taken. The city of Damascus aho, 'in which the 
treasures of Darius were deposited, was given up to Alex- 
ander. " The governor of this place, forgetting the duty he 
owed his sovereign, informed Alexander by letter upon a 
certain day, that he would lead out his soldiery laden with 
spoil froni the city, as if willing to secure a retreat ; and 
these with all their wealth might be taken with a prcjier 
body of Hoops to intercept them. Alexander punctually 
followed the governor's instruction, and thus became pos- 
sessed of an immense plunder. Besides money and plate 



97 s 

which was afterwards coined, and amounted to inimens^ 
sums, thirty thousand men and seven thousand beasts laden 
with baggage were taken. We find by Parmenio's letter 
to Alexander, that he found in Damascus, three hundred, 
and twenty*nine of Darius' concubines, all admirably well 
skilled in music^ and also a multitude of officers, whose bu- 
siness-it was to regulate and prepare every thing relating to 
that monarch's entertainments. : 

In the ; mean > time, Darius having travelled ort* horse- 
back the whole night, struck with terror and consternation, 
arrived in the morning at Sochus, where he assembled the 
remains of his army: still, however, his pride would not 
forsake him with his fortune ; he wrote a letter to Alexan- 
der, in which he rather treated him as an inferior ; he com- 
manded, rather than requested, that Alexander would take 
a ransom for his mother, wife and children. With regard 
to the empire, he would fight with him for it upon equal 
terms ;.and bring an equal number of troops into the field. 
To this Alexander replied, That he disdained all correspon- 
dence wkh a man whom he had already overcome; that in. 
case he appeared before him in a supplicating posture, he 
would give up his wife and mother without ransom ; that, 
he knew how to conquer^ and to oblige the conquered. 

This coming to no issue, the king marched from thence 
into Phoenicia, the city of Byblos opening their gates to 
him. Every one submitted as he advanced, but no people 
did this with greater pleasure than the Sidonians. We 
have seen in what manner Ochus had destroyed their qity 
eighteen years before, and put all the inhabitants of it to the 
• sword. After he was returned into Persia, such of the ci- 
tizens, as, upon account of their traffic, or for some other 
cause, had been absent, and by that means had escaped the 
massacre, returned thither and rebuilt their city. But they 
had retained so violent a hatred to the Persians, that they 
were overjoyed at this opportunity of throwing off their 
yoke; and indeed they were the first in that country who 
submitted to the king by their deputies, in opposition to 
Strato their king, whcuhad declared in favour of Darius. 
Alexander dethroned him, and permit«ed Heph»stion to 
elect in his stead whomsoever of the Sidonians he should 
judge worthy of so exalted a station. 

This, favourite was. quartered at the house of two bro* - 
thers who were young, and of the most considerable family; 
in ttie ci J .y ; to these he offered the crown. But they refu- 
secTit, telling him that according to the laws of their coun- 
try, no person could ascend the throne unless he were o£ 
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the blood royal. Hephtestion admiring this greatness of 
*oul f which could contemn what others strove to obtain by 
fire and sword ; 4 Continue,' says he to them, « in this way 
of thinking, you who before were sensible that it is much 
more glorious to refuse a diadem, than to accept it. How- 
ever, name roe some person of the royal family,' who may 
remember when he is king,. that it was you set the crown 
on his head*' The brothers observing, that several, through 
excessive ambition, aspired to this high station, and to ob- 
tain it, paid a servile court to Alexander's favourites, de- 
clared, that they did not know any person more worthy of 
the dfadem than one Abdolonymus, descended, though at 
a great distance, from the royal line ; but who, at the same 
time, was so poor, that he was obliged to get his bread by 
day labour in a garden without the city. His honesty and 
integrity had reduced him, as well as many more, to 
such extreme poverty. Solely intent upon his labour, he 
did not hear the clashing of the arms which had shaken all 
Asia* 

Immediately the two brothers went'in search of Abdo- 
lonymus, with the royal garments, and found him weeding 
in his garden. When they saluted him king, Abdolonj** 
mus looked upon the whole as a dream ; and, unable to 
guess the meaning of it, asked if they were not ashamed 
to ridicule him in that manner? Biit as he wade a greater 
resistance than suited their inclinations, they themselves 
washed him, and threw over his shoulders a purple robe, 
richly embroidered "with gold; then, after repeated oaths 
of their being in earnest, they conducted him to the pa- 
lace. 

The news of this was immediately spread over the 
whole city. Most of the inhabitants were overjoyed at it, 
but' some murmured, especially the rich, who despising Ab- 
dolonymus* former abject state, could not forbear shew- 
ing their resentment upon that account in the king's court. — 
Alexander commanded the new-elected prince *o be sent 
for, and after surveying him attentively a long time, he 
spoke thus: * Thy air and vtnien do not contradict what is 
related of thy extraction ; but I should be glad to know 
with what frame of mind thou didst bear thy poverty?' 
4 Would to the gods (replied he) that I may bear this crown 
with equal palience. These hands have procured me all I 
desired ;' and whilst I possessed nothing, I wanted nothing.' 
, This answer gave Alexander an high idea of Abdolooy- 
mus' virtue; so that he presented him, not only with the 
rich furniture which had belonged to Strato, and part of 
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tffe Persian plunder, but likewise annexed one of the neigh- 
bouring provinces to his dominions. 

Syria and Phoenicia were already subdued by the Ma- 
cedonians, the city of Tyre excepted. This city was justly 
entitled the Queen of the Sea, that element bringing to it 
the tribute of all nations. She boasted her having first in- 
vented navigation, and taught mankind the art of braving 
the winds and waves by the assistance of a frail bark. The 
happy situation ofTyre, the conveniency and extent of its 
ports, the character of its inhabitants, who were industri- 
ous, laborious, patient, and extremely couKeous to stran- 
gers ; invited thither merchants from all parts of the globe, 
so that it-might be considered, not so much a city belonging . 
to any -particular nation, as the common city of all nations, ' 
and the center of their commerce. 

Alexander thought it necessary, both for his pride and 
his interest, to take this city. The spring was now c*m- 
ing on.- "Tyre was at. that time seated in An island of the 
sea, about a quarter of a league from the continent. It w^s 
surrounded -with a. strong wall, an hundred and fifty feet 
high, which the waves of the sea washed ; and the Cartha- 
ginians, (a colony from Tyre) a mighty people, and sover- 
eigns of the ocean, whose ambassadors were at that time in 
the city, offering to Hercules, according to ancient custom, 
an annual sacrifice, had engaged themselves to succour the 
Tynans. It was this made them so haughty ; firmly deter- 
mined not to surrender, they fix machines on the ramparts 
and on the tower3, arm their young men, and build work- 
houses for the artificers* of whom there were great num- 
bers in the,xity, so that every part resounded With the noise 
of warlike preparations. They likewise cast iron grapples 
to throw *>n the enemy's works, and tear them away ; as 
also cramp irons, and such like instruments formed for the 
defence of cities. So many difficulties opposing such' a ha- 
zardous design, and so many reasons shpuld &ave made 
Alexander decline the siege. 

It was impossible to some near this city in order to 
storm it, without making a bank, which would reach from 
the continent to the island ; and an attempt of this kind 
would be attended with difficulties, that were seemingly 
insurmountable. The little arm of the sea, which separa- 
ted the island from the continent, was exposed to the west 
wind, which often raised such dreadful storms there, that 
the waves would, in an instant, sweep away all works. Be- 
sides, as the city wai surrounded on all sides by tire sea, 
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there was no fixing scaling ladders, nor throwing up batter- 
ies, but at a distance in the ships ; and the wall which pro- 
jected 'into the sea towards the lower part, prevented peo- 
ple iiom landing ; not to mention that the military en- 

.gines, which might have been put on board the gallies, 
could not do much execution, the waves were so .very tu- 
multuous* 

These obstacles, however, by no means retarded the 
enterprizing resolutions of Alexander, but willing to gain 
a place, rather by treaty than by the sword, he sent heralds 
into the place, proposing a peace, between the Tyrians and 

'him. The citizens, however, a tumultuous ungovernable 

body, instead of listening to his proposals, instead ofen- 

f deavouring to avert bis resentment, contrary to the law of 

nations, killed his heralds, and threw them from the top 

of the walls into the sea. This outrage inflamed Alexan- 

, der's passions to the highest degree, he resolved upon the 
city's destruction, and sat down before it with persevering 
resentment. His first endeavour was, to form a pier jut- 
ting fronuthe continent, and reaching to the city, which 
was built upon ah island. From the foundations of an an- 
cient city upon the shore, he dug stones and rubbish \ from 
mount Lebanus, that hung over the city, he cut down ce- 
dars that served for piles ; and thus he began his work 
without interruption. But the farther they went from 
shore, the greater difficulties they met with, because the 
sea was deeper, and the workmen were much annoyed by 
the darts discharged from the top of the walls. The ene- 
my also who were masters at sea, coming in great boats, 
prevented the Macedonians from carrying on their work 
with vigour. — At last, however, the pile appeared above wa- 
ter, a level of considerable breadth : then the besieged at 
last perceived their rashness ; they Saw with terror the vast- 
ness of the work whtch the sea had till then kept from their 
sight, and now began to attack the workmen with javelins, 
and wound them at a distance. It was therefore resolved 
that skins and sails should be spread to cover the workmen, 
and that two wooden towers should be raised at the head 
of the bank to prevent the -approaches of the enemy. Yet 
these were burned soon aftei>by s the besieged, together with 
,alL the wood- work composing the pile that could be touched 
by the fire. 

Alexander, though he saw most of his designs defeat- 
ed, and his. works demolished, was not at all dejected upon 
th£i account. His soldiers endeavoured, with redoubled 
vigour, to repair the ruins of the bank; and made and 
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planted new machines, with such prodigious speed as quif» 
astonished the enemy. Alexander himself was present on 
all occasion^ and superintended every part of the works. 
His presence and abilities advanced these still more, than 
the multitude of hands employed in them* The whole was 
near finished, and brought almost to the wall of the .city, 
when there Narose on a sudden an impetuous wind, which 
drove the waves with so much fury against the mole, that 
the cement and other things that barred it, gave wayVand 
the water rushing through the stones, broke it in the mid- 
dle. As soon as the great heap of stones which supported 
the earth was thrown down, the whole sunk at once as into 
an abyss* 

Any warrior but' Alexander would that instant have 
quite laid aside his enterprize ; and indeed he himself de* 
bated whether he should not raise the siege. But a supe- 
rior powe*l, who had. foretold and swforn the ruin of Tyre, 
and whose orders this prince only executed, prompted him. 
to continue the siege; and, dispelling all his fear and anx* 
iety, inspired him with courage and confidence, and fired 
the breast of his whole army with the same-sentiments. For 
now the soldiers, as if but that moment arrived before the 
city, forgetting all the toils they had undergone, began to 
raise a new mole, at which they worked incessantly. 

In the mean time, Alexander being convinced that 
while the enemy remained masters at sea, the cLy could 
not be taken, with great diligence procured a fleet from 
various parts, and embarking himself, with some soldiers 
from among his gttard, he set sail towards the Tynan fleet, 
forming a line of battle. The Tyrians were at first deter- 
mined to oppose him openly ; but perceiving the superiori- 
ty of his forces, they kept all the gaflies in their harbour, 
to prevent the enemy from entering there. Alexander, 
therefore, was contented to draw up his ships near the bank 
, along the shore, where they rode in safety, and kept the 
enemy from annoying his workmen, who were employed 
upon the bank. 

The besiegers, thus protected, went on with great vi- 
gour- The workmen threw into the sea whole trees, with 
all their branches on them ; and laid great stones over, these, 
on which they put other trees, and the latter they covered 
w'uh clay, which served instead of mortar. Afterwards, 
heaping more trees and stones on these, \he whole, thus 
joined together, formed one entire body. This bank was 
made wider than the former .ones; in order that the tow- 
ers that were ,buik in the spiddle might be out of the reach 
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might attempt to break down the edges of the bank. Thus 
after many delays, the patience of the woikmen surmount" 
ing every obstacle, it was at last finished in its utmost per- 
fection. The Macedonians placed military engines of all 
kinds on the bank, in order to shake the walls with battering 
rams, and hurl on the besieged arrows, stones, and burn- 
ing torches* Thus, by degrees, approaching to the foot of 
the wall, the Tyrians were attacked in close combat, and 
invested on all sides, both by sea and land. 

A general attack was now therefore thought -necessa- 
ry ; and the king manning his gallies, which he had joined 
to each other, ordered them to approach the walls about 
midnight, and attack the city with resolution. The Ty- 
rians now gave themselves over for lose ; when on a sudden ■ 
the sky was overspread with such thick clouds, as quite 
took away the faint glimmering of light which beTore dart- 
ed through the gloom; the sea .rose hy insensible degrees, 
and the billows being swelled by the fury of the winds, en- 
creased to a dreadful storm ; the vessels dashed one against 
the other with so much violence, that the cables, which 
before fastened them together, were either loosened or 
broke to pieces ; the planks split, and -making a horrible 
crash, carried off the soldiers with them; -far the tempest 
was so furious* that it was not possible to manage or steer 
the gallies thus fastened together. - At last, however, they 
brought them near the shore, but the greatest part were in 
a shattered condition. 

This good fortune of the Tynans Was counterbalanced 
• by an unexpected calamity ; they -had long expected suc- 
cours from Carthage, a flourishing colony of their own, but 
they now received advice from thence that the Carthagini- 
ans were absolutely unable to give them any assistance ; 
being overawed themselves by a powerful army of Syrixu- 
sansr who were la\ing waste their country. '1 he Tynans, 
theiefore, frustrated in their hopes, still maintained their 
resolution of defending themselves to the last extremity; 
and accordingly sent off their women and children to Car- 
thage, as being of no use in the defence of their city,. 

• And now the engines playing, the city was warr«.ly at- 
tacked on all sides, and as vigorously defended. The be- 
sieged, taught and animated by. imminent danger, and the 
extreme necessity to which they were reduced, invented 
daily new arts to defend themselves N and repulse the enemy. 
They warded off aii the darts discharged from the balistas 
against them, by the assistancevof turning wheels, which 
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either broke them to pieces, or carried them another way. 
They deadened the violence of the stones that were hurled 
at them, by setting up a kind of sails and curtains, made 
of a soft substance, which easily gave way. To annoy the 
ships which advanced against their wall, they fixed grap- 
pling irons arid Scythes to joists or beams; then straining 
their catapultas (an enormous kind of cross-bow) they laid 
those great pieces of timber upon them instead of arrows, 
and shot them off on a sudden at the enemy : these crush- 
ed some to pieces by their great weight ; and the hooks, 
or penfile scythes, with which they were armed, tore others 
to pieces, and did considerable damages to their ships** 
They'also had brazen shields, which they drew red-hot out 
of the fire; and, filling these with burning sand* hurled 
them in an instant from the top of the wall upon the ene- 
my. Th#e was nothing the Macedonians so much dread- 
ed as this last invention ; for the moment this burning sand 
got* to the flesh, through the crevices in the armour, it 
pierced to the very bone, and stuck so close that there was 
no pulling it off; so that the soldiers throwing down their 
arms, and tearing their cloaths to pieces, were in this man- 
ner exposed, naked and defenceless, to the shot of the ene- 
my. It was now thought that Alexander, quite discoura- 
ged with his loss, .was determined to relinquish the siege ; 
but he resolved ta make a last effort, with a great number 
of ships, which he manned with the flower of his army. — 
Accordingly, a second naval engagement was fought; in 
which the Tyrians, after fighting with intrepidity, were 
obliged to draw off their whole fleet towards the city. The 
king pursued their rear very close, but was not able to enter 1 
the harbour, being repulsed by arrows shot from the wall : 
however, he either' took or sunk a great number of their 
ships.s 

Both the attack and defence were now more vigorous 
than ever. The courage of the combatants increased with 
the danger ; and each side, animated by the most powerful 
motives, fought like lions. Wherever the battering-rams 
had beat down any part of the wall, and the bridges were 
thrown out, instantly the Argyraspides mounted the breach 
with the utmost valour, being x headed by Admetus, one of 
the bravest officers in the army, who was killed by the 
thrust of a spear, as he was encouraging his soldiers. The 
presence of the king, and especially the example he* set, 
fired his troops with unusual bravery. He himself ascended 
one of the towers, which was of a prodigious height, and 
there was exposed to the greatest dangers his courage had 
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CTcr made him hazard ; for being immediately known by 
his insignia, and the richness of his armour, he served as a 
inarkTor all the arrows of the enemy. On this occasion he 
performed wonders ; killing with javelins several of those 
who defended the wall ; then advancing nearer to them, he 
forced some with his sword, and others with his shield, ei- 
ther inlo the city or the sea ; the tower where he fought 
almost touching the wall. He soon ascended the wall, by 
the assistance of floating bridges ; and, followed b*y the prin- 
cipal officers, possessed himself of two towers, and the space 
between them. The Battering-rams had already made se- 
veral breaches; thcfteet had forced into the harbour; and 
some of the Macedonians had possessed themselves of the. 
towers which were abandoned. The Tyrians seeing the 
enemy masters of their rampart, retired towards an. open 
place, called agenor, and there etood their grqund ; but 
Alexander marching up with his regiment of body-guards,, 
killed part of them, and obliged the rest to Sy. At the same 
time Tyre being taken on that side which lay towards the 
harbour, the Macedonians ran up and down every part of 
the city, sparing no person who came in their way, being 
highly exasperated at the long resistance of the besieged, 
and the barbarities they had exercised towards some oftheir 
comrades, who had been taken in their return to Sidon, and 
thrown from the battlements, after their throats had been 
cut, in the sight of the whole army. The Tyrians, thus 
reduced to the last extremity, shut themselves up in their 
houses, to avoid the sword of the conqueror ; others : rushed 
inlo the midst of the enemy, to sell their lives as dearly as 
they could : and some threw stones from the tops oftheir 
houses, to crush the sailors below : the old men waited at 
their doors, expecting every instant to be sacrahced, from 
the rage of the soldiers. In this general carnage, the Si- 
donian soldiers alone, that were in Alexander's army, seem- 
ed touched with pity for ihe fate of the wretched inhabitants: 
they g<tve protection to many of the Tyrians, whom they 
considered as countrymen, and carried great numbers of 
them privately on board their shirps. The numbers that 
were thus slaughtered by ihe enraged soldiers, were incre- 
dible : even after conqutst, the victor's resentment did not 
subside : he ordered no less than two thousand men, that 
were taken in the storm, to be nailed to crosses along the 
shore. The number of prisoners amounted to thirty thou- 
sand, and were all sold as slaves, in different parts of the 
world. Thus fell Tyre, that bad been for many ages the 
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most flourishing city in the world, and had spread the arts 
of commerce into the remotest regions. 

Whilst Alexander was carrying on the siege of Tyre, he 
received a second letter from Darius, in which that mo- 
narch seemed more sensible of his power than before; he now 
gave him the title oF king, and offered him ten thousand^ta- 
lenls as a ransom for his captive mother and wife ; he of- 
fered him his daughter Statfra in marriage, with all the 
country he had conquered, as far as the river Euphrates ; 
he hinted to him the inconstancy of fortune, and described 
at large the powers he was still possessed of to oppose,— 
These terms were so considerable, that when the king de- 
bated upon them in council, Parmenio, one of his generals, 
could not help observing, that if he were Alexander, Yta 
Wjuld. agree to such a proposal ; to which Alexander nobly 
replied, 4 And so would I, were I Parmehio :' Me .therefore 
treated the proposals of Darius with haughty contempt, 
and refused to accept of treasures which he already consi- 
dered as his own. From Tyre, Alexander marched to Je- 
rusalem, fully resolved to punish that city, for having refu- 
sed to supply his army with provisions during the last siege, 
but the resentment of the conqueror was averted by meet- 
ing a procession of the' inhabitants of that city on his way, 
marching'but to receive him, dressed in while, with a Jew- 
ish high priest before them, with a mitre on his head, bu 
the front of which the name of God was written. The mo- 
ment the king perceived the high priest, he advanced to- 
wards him with an air of the most profound respect, bowed 
his body, adored the august name upon his front, and sa- 
luted him who wore it with religious veneration. Then the 
Jews, surrounding Alexander, raised their voices to wish 
him every kind of prosperity. All the spectators were sei-- 
zed with inexpressible surprise J they could scarce believe 
their eyes: and did not know how to account for a sight so 
contrary to their expectation, and so vastly improbable. 

Parmenib, who could not yet recover from his astonish- 
•men*, asked the king how it came to pass that he who was 
adored by every one, adored the high priest of the Jews: 
« I do not,' replied Alexander, * adore the high priest, but the 
God whose minister he is.; for whilst I was at Dia in Ma- 
cedonia, my mind wholly fixed'on the great design of the 
Persian war, as I was revolving the methods how to con- 
quer Asia, this very man, dressed in the same robes, apV 
peared to me in a dream, exhorted me to banish n»y fear, 
bade me cross the Hellespont boldly, and assured me that 
God would march at the head of my army, and give me the 
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Victory over that of the Persians-* This speech, delivered 
with an air of sincerity, no doubt had its effect in encou- 
raging the army, and establishing an opinion that Alexan- 
der'* mission was from heaven. Alexander having embra- 
ced the high priest, was conducted by him to the temple, 
where7*afier he bad explained to him many prophecies in 
different parts of the Old Testament, concerning his inva- 
sion, he taught him to offer up a sacrafice in the Jewish 
manner. 

Alexander was so much pleased with his reception upon 
this occasion, that, before he left Jerusalem, he assembled 
the Jews, and bade them ask any favour they should think 
proper. Their request was, To be allowed to live accor- 
ding to their ancient laws and maxims; to be exempted 
from tribute every seventh year, as they were by their laws 
exempted from labour, ami could consequently have no 
harvests : they requested, that such of their brethren as 
settled in Asia, should be indulged'in the same privileges. 
Thus, being gratified in all their desires, great numbers 
of them offered to enlist themselves in* his army. Soon af- 
ter the Samaritans demanded the same favours; but he 
gave them an evasive answer, and promised to take the 
mutter into consideration, upon his return. 

From this city he went on to Gaza, where he found a 
more obstinate resistance than he had expected ; but at 
length taking the towu by storm, and having cut the garrison 
consisting of ten thousand men to pieces, with brutal fero- 
city, he ordered Bottis, the governor, to be brought before 
Lim ; and having in vain endeavoured to intimidate him, 
commanded, at last, that holes should be bored through his 
heels, and thus to be tied by cords to the, back «f his cha- 
riot, ahd in this manner to be dragged round the walls of 
the city. This he did in .imitation of Achilles, whom Ho- 
mer describes as having dragged Hector round the walls of 
Troy in the same manner; but it was reading the poet to 
Very little andvantager to imitate his hero in the most un- 
worthy part of his character. 

As soon as Alexander had ended the siege of-Gaza, he 
left a garrison there, and turned the whole power of his 
arms towards Egypt. In seven days march he arrived be- 
fore Pelusium, whither a great number of Egyptians had 
assembled, with all imaginable diligence, to own him for 
their sovereign; being heartily displeased with the Persian 
government, as likewise the Persian governors ; as the one 
destroyed their liberty, the other ridiculed their religion. 
Masaeua, the Persian governor, who commanded in Mem- 
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phis, finding it would be to no purpose for him to resist so 
triumphant an army, and that Darius bis sovereign, was 
not in a condition to succour him, set open the gates of the 
city to the conqueror, and gave up eight hundred talents 
(about one hundred and forty thousand pounds) and all the 
king's furniture. Thus Alexander possessed himself of all 
Egypt, without meeting with the least opposition. 

He now therefore formed a design of visiting the tem- 
ple of Jupiter. This temple was situated at a distance of 
twelve days journey from Memphis, in the midst of the 
sandy desarts of Lybia. Alexander havhig read in Homer 
and other fabulous authors of antiquity, that most of the 
heroes were represented as the sons of some deity, was 
willing himself to pass for a hero, and knew that he could 
bribe the priests to compliment him, as of celestial origin. 
Setting out therefore along the river Memphis, and after 
having passed Canopus, opposite the island of Pharos, he 
there laid the foundation of the city of Alexandria, which in 
a little time became one of the most flourishing towns for 
commerce in the world. From thence he had a journey* 
of three hundred and forty miles to the temple of Jupiter; 
the way leading through inhospitable desarts, and plains of 
sand. The soldiers were patient enough for the two first 
days march, before they arrived amidst the .dreadful soli- 
tudes ; but as soon as they found themselves in vast plains, 
covered with sands of a prodigious depth, they were great- 
ly terrified. Surrounded as with a sea, they gazed round as 
far as their sight could extend, to discover, if possible, some 
place that was inhabited; but all in vain, for they could 
not perceive so much as a single tree, nor the least footsteps 
of any land that had been cultivated. To encrease their 
calamity, the water that they had brought in goat-skins, up* 
on camels,* now failed, and there was. not so much as a sin- 
gle drop [in all" that sandy desart. They were however 
greatly refreshed by the accidental falling of a shower, 
which served to encourage them in their progress, till they 
came to the temple of the Deity. Nothing, can be more 
fanciful than the description the historians have given us of 
this gloomy retreat : it is represented as a small spot of 
fertile ground, in the midst of vast solitudes of sand ; it is 
covered with the thickest trees, that exclude the rays of the 
sun ; and watered with several springs, which preserved it 
in perpetual verdure; near the grove where the temple 
Stood was the Fountain of the Sun, which at day break was-, 
luke-warmj at noon cold, then towards evening insensibly 
grew warmer, and was boiling hot at midnight* The god 
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worshipped in this place, had bis statute made of emeralds, 
and other precious stones; and from the head to the naval 
resembled a ram. No sooner had Alexander appeared be- 
fore the altar, than the high-priest declared him to be the 
son of Jupiter ; the conqueror quite intoxicated with adu- 
lation, asked, Whether he should have success in his expe- 
dition ; the priest answered, * That he should be monarch 
of the world:' the conqueror inquired, 'If his father's mur- 
derers were punished ;' the priest replied, « That his father 
Jupiter was immortal, but that the murderers of Philip had 
been all extirpated. 

Alexander having ended his sacrifice, and rewarded the 
priests, who had been so liberal of their titles, from that 
time supposed himself, or would have it supposed, that he 
was the son of Jupiter. Upon his return from the temple, 
end during his stay in Egypt, he settled the government 
of that country upon the most solid foundation ; he divided 
it into districts, over which he appointed a lieutenant, who 
•received orders from himself alone. And thus having set- 
tled affairs there, he set out, in the beginning of spring, to 
march against Darius, who was now preparing to oppose 
him. He made some stay at Tyre, to settle the various 
affairs of the countries he had left behind ; and advanced 
towards new conquests. On his march, the wife of Darius 
died in child bed, and was honoured with a funeral. cere- 
mony, due to her exalted character. He continued his 
journey towards the Tygris, where he at last expected to 
come up with the enemy, and 4o strike one blow, which 
should decide the fate of nations. 

Darius had already made overtures of peace to him twice ; 
but finding at last that there were no hopes of their conclu- 
ding one, unless he resigned the whole empire to him, pre- 
pared himself again for battle- For this purpose, he assem- 
bled in Babylon an army half as numerous again as that at 
Jssus, and marched it towards Ninevah. His forces co- 
vered all the plains of Mesopotamia. Advice being brought 
that the enemy was not, far off, he caused Satropates, co- 
lonel of the cavalry, to advance at the head of a thousand 
chosen horse ; and likewise gave six thousand to Mazsus, 
•governor of the province ; all whom were to prevent Alex- 
ander from crossing the river, and to lay waste the coun- 
try through which that monarch was to pass. But he ar- 
rived too late. 

The Tygris is the most rapid river of all the East; 
and it "was with, some difficulty that Alexander's soldiers 
were able .to stem the current, carrying their arms o\cr 
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their heads. The king walked on foot among the infantry, 
and pointed out with his hand the passage to his soldiers: 
he commanded them, with a loud voice, to save nothing 
but their arms ; and let their baggage that retarded them- 
in the water, float away with the stream. . At length they 
were drawn up in battle array on the opposite shore ; and 
encamped two clays near the river, still prepared for action. 
An eclipse of the moon, which happened about that time, 
gave Alexander's soldiers great uneasiness ; but he brought 
forward some Egyptian soothsayers, who assured the army,. 
* That the moon portended calamities not to the Greeks, 
but the Persians.' By this artifice, the hopes and the cou- 
rage of the soldiers being revived once more, the king led 
them on to meet the enemy, and began his march at mid- 
night. On his right hand lay the Tygris, and on his left 
the Gordylean mountains. At break of day news wa9 
brought, that Darius was but twenty miles from the place, 
they then were. AH things naw» therefore, threatejuid^iM*- -, 
approaching battle ; wheiY Davius, who had already twice 
sued for peace, sent new conditions, still mote advanta- 
geous than the former. But Alexander refused his offers ; 
proudly replying, 4 That the world would not permit two 
suns not 4 two sovereigns.! Thus all negociation being at 
an end, both sides prepared for battle ; equally irritated, 
and equally ambitious. Darius pitched his camp near a vil- 
lage called Gaugamila, and the river Bumela, in a plain at 
a considerable <dis'ance from Arbela. He had before levell- 
ed the spot, which he pitched upon for the field of battle, 
in order that his chariots and cavalry might have full room 
to move in ; that his fighting in the streights of Cilicia had 
lost him the battle fought there. 

Alexander upon hearing this news, continued four days 
in the place he then was, to rest his. army, and surrounded 
his camp with trenches and pallisadoes; for he was deter- 
mined to leave all his baggage and the useless soldiers in 
it, and march the remainder against the enemy, with no 
other equipage than the . arms they carried. Accordingly, 
he set out about nine in the evening, in order to fight Da- 
rius at day-break ; who, upon this advice, had drawn up his 
army in order of battle. Alexander also marched in battle . 
array ; for both armies were within two or three leagues of - 
each other. When he was arrived at the mountains, where, 
he could discover the enemy's army, he halted; and hav- 
ing assembled his general officers, as well Macedonians as 
foreigners, he debated whether they should engage imme- 
diately, or pitch their camp in that place. The latter opi- 
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vion being followed, because it'was judgedjproper for them 
to view Ihe field of battle* and the manner in which the 
enemy was drawn up, the army encamped in the same or- 
der in which it had marched ; during which Alexander, at 
the head of his infantry lightly armed* and his royal regi- 
ments, marched round the plain in which the battle was to 
be fought* 

Being returned, he assembled his general officers a se- 
cond time, and told them that there was no occasion for 
making a speech, because their courage and great actions 
were alone sufficient to excite them to glory; and he desired 
1 them only to represent. to the soldiers, that they were 
not to fight on this occasion for Phoenicia or Egypt, but for 
all Asia, which would be possessed by him wto should con- 
quer ; and that after having gone through so many pro- 
vinces, and left behind them so great a number of rivers 
«nd mountains, they could secure their retreat no other- 
-wke, than by gaining a compleat victory. After this speech, 
he ordered them to take some repose. 

It is said, Parmenio advised him to attack the enemy 
*. in the night time, alledging that they might easily be de- 
* feated, if fallen upon by surprise and in the dark; but the 
king answered so loud, that all present might hear him; 
that it did not become Alexander to steal a victory, and 
therefore he was resolved to fight and conquer in broad 
day-light. — This was a haughty, but at the same time, a 
prudent answer ; for it was running great hazard, to fall 
upon so numerous an army in the night time, and in an 
unknown country. Darius fearing he should be attacked at 
unawares, because he had not intrenched himself, obliged 
his soldiers to continue the whole night under arms, which 
proved of the highest prejudice to him in the engagement. 
In the mean time Alexander went to bed, to repose him- 
self the remaining part of the night. As he revolved in 
his mind, not without some emotion, the consequence of 
the battle, which was upon the point of being fought, he 
could not sleep immediately. But his body being oppres- 
sed in a manner by the anxiety of his mind, he slept soundly 
the whole night, contrary to his usual custom, so that when 
his generals were assembled at day-break before his tent, 
to receive his orders, they were greatly surprised to find 
lie was not awake ; upon which they themselves command- 
ed the soldiers to take some refreshment. Parmenio hav- 
ing sit last awaked him, and seeming surprised to find liira, 
in so calm and sweet a sleep, just as he was going to fight 
a battle, in which his whole fortune lay at stake* * How 
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could it be possible,* said Alexander, * for me not to be 
calm, since the enemy is coming to deliver himself into 
my hands?'. Upon this he immediately took up his arms, 
mounted his horse,, and rode up and down the ranks, ex- 
horting the troops to behave gallantly, and if possible, to 
surpass their ancient fame, and the glory they had hitherto, 
acquired. 

There was a great difference between the two armies 
in respect to number's, but much more with regard to cou- 
rage. That of Darius consisted at least of six hundred 
thousand foot, and forty thousand horse ; and the other of. 
no more than forty thousand foot, and seven or eight thou- 
sand horse; but the latter was all fire and strength: where- 
as, on the side of the Persians, it was a prodigious assem- 
blage of men, not .of soldiers ; an empty phantom rather 
than a real army. — Both sides were disposed in very near 
the same array. The. forces were drawn up in two lines, 
the cavalry on the two wings, and the infantry in the mid 1 
die ; the one and the other being under the particular con- 
duct of the chiefs of each of the different nations that com- 
posed them; and commanded in general, by'the principal 
crown officers. The front of the battle (under Darius) was 
covered with two hundred chariots, armed with scythes, 
and with fifteen elephants, that king taking his post in the 
center of the first line. Besides the guards which were the 
flower of his forces, he also had fortified himself with the 
Grecian infantry, whom he had drawn up near his person, 
believing this body only capable of opposing the Macedon-. 
ian phalanx. As his army spread ove&a much greater space . 
of ground than that of the enemy, he intended to surround 
and to charge them at one and the same time, both in front 
and flank, which from Alexander's disposition, he soon af- 
ter found impossible. 

. Darius being afraid lest the Macedonians should draw 
lum from the spot of ground he had levelled, and carry him 
into another that was rough and uneven, commanded the 
cavalry in his left wing, which spread much farther than 
that of the enemy's right, to march directly forward, and 
wheel about upon the Macedonians in flank, to prevent 
them frpm extending their troops farther. Upon which, 
Alexander dispatched against them the body of horse in his 
service, commanded by Menidas ; but as these were not 
able to make head against the enemy, because of their pro- 
digious numbers, he reinforced them with the Paeonians, 
whom Aretas commanded, and with the foreign cavalry. 

Kk2 
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Besides the advantage of numbers, the Persians had that 
also of coats of mail, which secured themselves and their 
horses much more, and by which Alexander's cavalry was 
prodigiously annoyed. However, the Macedonians march- 
ed to the charge with great bravery, and at last put the 
enemy to flight. 

Upon this the Persians opposed the chariots armed 
with scythes against the Macedonian phalanx, in order to 
break it, but with little success. The noise which the sol- 
diers, who- were lightly armed, made by striking their 
.swords against their bucklers, and the arrows which flew 
on all sides, frighted the horses, and made a great number 
of them turn back against their own troops. Others laying 
hold of the horses bridles, pulled the riders down, and cut 
them to pieces. Part of the chariots drove between the 
battalions, which opened to make way for them, as they had 
been ordered to do, by which means they did little or no 
- execution. 

Alexander seeing Darius set his whole army in motion, 
in order to charge him, employed a stratagem to encourage 
his soldiers. When the battle was at the hottest, and the 
Macedonians were in the greatest danger, Aristander, the 
soothsayer, cloathed in his white robes, holding a branch of 
laurel in his hand, advances among the combatants as he 
had been instructed by the king ; and crying, that he saw 
an eagle hovering' over Alexander's head (a sure omen of 
victory) he shewed with, with his finger, the pretended bird 
to the soldiers ; who relying upon the sincerity of the sooth- 
sayer, fancied they also saw it ; and thereupon renewed the 
attack with greater cheerfulness and ardour than ever. — 
Alexander now pressed to the place in which Darius was 
stationed, and the presence of the two opposing kings in- 
spired both sides with vigour. Darius was mounted on a 
chariot, and Alexander on horseback; both surrounded 
with their bravest officers and soldiers, whose only endea- 
vours were to save the lives of their respective princes at 
the hazard of their own. The battle was obstinate and 
bloody. Alexander having wounded Darius'* equerry, with 
a javelin, the Persians as well as Macedonians imagined that 
the king was killed ;. upon which the former, breaking aloud 
into the. most dismal sounds, the whole army was seized 
with the greatest consternation. The relations of Darius, 
who were at his left hand, fled away with the guards, and 
so abandoned the chariot ; but those who were at his right, 
tbok him into th^ centre of their body. Historians relate 
tihatthis prince hi^ying drawn his scymetar, reflected wbe- 
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Mier he ought not to lay violent hands upon himself, rather 
than fly in an igneminous manner. But perceiving front 
his chariot, that his soldiers still fought, he was ashamed 
to forsake them ; and as divided between hope and despair, 
the Persians retired insensibly and thinned their ranks, 
when it could no longer be called a battle, but a slaughter* 
Then Darius turning about his chariot, fled with the rest ; 
and the conqueror was now wholly employed in pursuing 
him. But in the mean time, finding that the left wing of 
hir army, which was commanded by Parmenio, wafein great 
danger, Alexander was obliged to desist from pursuing; Da* 
rius, whom he had almost overtaken, and wheeled round to 
attack the Persian horse, that after plundering the camp, 
were retiring in good order ; them he cut in pieces ; and 
the scale of battle turning in favour of the Macedonians, a 
total rout of the Persians ensued. The pursuit was warm, 
and the slaughter, amazing: Alexander rode as far as 
Arbela after Darius ; every moment hoping to come up 
with that monarch ; he had just passed through when Alex- 
ander arrived, but he left his treasure, with his bow and 
shield, as a prey to the enemy* 

Such was the success of this famous battle, which gave 
empire to" the conqueror. According to Arrian, the Per- 
aians lost three hundred thousand men, besides those who 
were taken prisoners ; which at least, is a proof that the 
Joss was very great on their side. That of Alexander's was 
very inconsiderable ; he not losing, according to the last 
mentioned author, above twelve hundred men, most of whom 
were horse. This engagement was fought in the month' 
of October, about the sam^ time that, two years before,.the 
battle of Issus was fought. As Ouagamela, in Assyria, 
the spot where the two armies engaged, was a small place- 
of very little note, this was called the battle of Arbela, that 
city being nearest to the field of battle* 

Darius, after this dreadful defeat, rode towards the 
river Lycus, with a very few attendants ; he was advised to 
break down the bridges to secure his retreat; but he refu- 
sed, saying, He would not save his life, at tfte expence of 
thousand of his subjects. After riding a great number of 
miles full speed, he arrived, at midnight? at Arbela ; from 
thence he fled towards Media, over the Armenian mountains, 
followed by his satraps, and a few of his guards, expecting 
the worst, despairing of fortune,, a wretched survivor of 
his country's ruin. 

In the mean time, Alexander approached near Baby- 
lon ; and Maraus* the- governor, who. had retired thither 
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after the battle af Arbela, surrendered* to him without stri- 
king a blow, Alexander, therefore, entered the city, at the 
head of his whole army, as if he had been marching to a bat- 
tle, the walls of Babylon were lined with people, notwith- 
standing the greatest part of the citizens were gone oat be- 
fore, from the impatient desire they had to see their new 
sovereign, whose renown had far outstripped his march. 
Bagophanes, governor of the fortress, and guardian of the 
treasure, unwilling to discover less zeal than Mazasus, strew- 
ed the streets with flowers, and raised on both sides of the 
way silver altars, which smoaked not only with frankincense 
but the most fragrant perfumes of every kind. Last of all 
came the presents which were to be made to the king ; viz. 
herds of cattle, and a great number of horses j as also lions 
and panthers, which were carried in cages. After these 
the Magi walked, singing hymns after the manner of their 
country ; then the Chaldeans, accompanied by the Baby- 
lonish soothsayers and musicians. The rear was brought up 
by the Babylonish cavalry ; of which, both men and hor- 
ses were so sumptuous, that imagination can scarce reach 
their magnificence. The king caused the people to walk 
after the infantry, and himself surrounded with his guards, 
and seated on a chariot, entered the city and from thence, 
rode to the palace, as in a kind of triumph. The next 
day he took a view of all Darius' money and moveables, 
which amounted to incredible sums, and which he distribu- 
ted with generosity among his soldiers, He gave the go- 
vernment of the province to Mazxus; and the command 
of the forces he left there, to Appollodorus of Amphipolis* 
From Babylon Alexander marched to the province of 
Syraceni, afterwards to Susa, where he arrived after a 
.march of twenty days, and found treasures to an infinite 
, amount. These also he applied to the purpose of reward- 
ing merit and courage among his troops. In this city he 
left the mother and children of Darius ; and from thence 
he went forward till he come tq a river called Pasitigris. 
Having crossed it, ivitji nine thousand foot, and three thou* 
sand horse, •consisting of Agrians, as well as. of Gre- 
cian mercenaries, and a reinforcement of three thousand 
Thracians, he entered the country of Uxti. This region 
lies near Susa, and extends to the frontiers of Persia ; 
a narrow pass only lying between it and Susiana. Ma- 
dathes commanded this province. He was not a time- 
server, nor a follower of fortune ; but faithful to his sove- 
reign ; he resolved to hold out to the last extremity ; and 
for this purpose, had withdrawn .into his own city, which 
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stood in the midst of craggy rocks, and was surrounded 
•with precipices. Having been forced from thence, he re- 
tired into the citadel, whence the besieged sent thirty de- 
puties to Alexander, to sue for quarter, which they obtain* 
ed at last, by the interposition of Sysigambis. The king 
not only pardoned Madathes, who was a near relation of that 
princess, but likewise set all the captives, and those who. 
had surrendered themselves, at liberty, permitted them to 
enjoy their several rights and privileges, would not suffer 
the city to be plundered, but let them plough their lands, 
"without paying any tribute. From thence he passed on to 
the pass of Susa, defended by mountains almost inaccessible 
and by Ariobarzanes, with a body of five thousand menj; he 
there stopped for a while, but being led by a different rout 
among the mountains, he came over the pass, and so cut 
the army that defended it in pieces* 

Alexander, from an effect of the good fortune which 
constantly attended him in all his undertakings, having ex- 
tricated himself happily out of the danger to which he was 
so lately exposed, marched immediately towards Persia- 
Being on the road, he received letters from Tiridates, go- 
vernor of Persepolis, which he informed him, that the in ha* 
bitants of that dity* upon the report of his advancing towards 
them, were determined to plunder Darius' treasures, with 
•which he was entrusted ; and therefore, that it was neces- 
sary for him to make all the haste imaginable to seize them 
himself; that he had only the Araxes to cross, after which 
the road was smooth and easy. Alexander, upon this news, 
leaving his infantry behind, marched the whole night at the 
head of his cavalry, who were very much harrassed by the 
length and swiftness of his march, and passed the Afaxes 
on a bridge, which, by his order, liad been built some days 
before- 

But as he drew near the city, he perceived a large bo- 
dy of men, who exhibited a memorable example of the great- 
est misery. These were about four thousand Greeks, ve- 
ry far advanced in years, who having been made prisoners 
of war, had suffered all the torments which the Persian ty- 
ranny could inflict. The hands of some had been cut off, 
the feet of others ; and others again had lost their noses 
and ears. They appeared like so many shadows, rather 
than like men ; speech being almost the only thingljy which 
they were known to be such. Alexander could not refrain 
from tears at this sight ; and as they irresistibly brought 
him to commiserate their Condition, he bade them with the 
utmost tenderness, not to despond ; and assured them, that 
they should again see their wives and country. They chose 
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however, to remain in a place where misfortune now be- 
same habitual ; wherefore he rewarded them liberally for 
their sufferings, and commanded the governor of the pro- 
vince to treat them with mildness and respect. The day* 
following he entered the city of Persepolis, at the head of 
his victorious soldiers ; who, though the inhabitants made 
no^esistance, began to cut in pieces all those who still re- 
mained in the city. However, the kinguoon put an end to 
the^massacre, and forbid his soldiers further violence. The 
riches he had found in jother places were but trifling, when 
compared to those* he found here. This, however, did not 
save the city : for being one day at a banquet among bis 
friends, and happening to drink to excess, the conversation 
ran upon the various cruelties exercised by the Persians in 
Greece, particularly at Athens. Thais, an Athenian cour- 
tesan, urged the pusillanimity of no{ taking revenge for 
such repeated' slaughters. All the guests applauded the dis- 
course ; when immediately the king rose from table (his 
head being crowned with flowers), and taking a torch in his 
hand, he advanced forward,* to execute his mad exploit. 
The whole company followed him, breaking into loud ac- 
clamations, and, after singing and dancing, surrounded the 
palace. All the rest of the Macedonians, at this noise, ran 
in crowds, with lighted tapers, and set fire to every part 
of it. However, Alexander was sorry not, long after for 
what he had done ; and thereupon gave orders for extin- 
guishing the fire ; but it was too late. 

While Alexander was thus triumphing in all the exul- 
tation of success, the wretched Darius was by this time ar- 
rived at Ecbatana, the capitarof Media. There remained 
still with this fugitive prince thirty thousand foot ; among 
whom were four thousand Greeks, that were faithful to him 
to the last : besides these, he had four thousand slingers, 
and upwards of three thousand Bactrian horse, whom Bes- 
sus, their governor commanded. Darius, even with so 
small a force, still conceived hopes of opposing his rival ; 
or at least of protracting the war : but he was surrounded 
with traitors ; his want of success had turned all mankind 
against him ; but Nabarzanes, one of the greatest lords of 
Persia, and general of the horse, had conspired with Bessus, 
general of the Bactrians, to commit the blackest of all crimes, 
and that was, to seize upon the person, of the king, and lay 
him in chains, which they might easily do ; as each of them 
had a great number of soldiers under his command. Their 
design was, if Alexander should pursue them, to secure 
i^e|g|jelves by giving up Darius alive into his hands ; and 



nr 

ki case they escaped, to murder that priace, and afterwards 
usurp his crown, and begin a new war* The traitors soon 
-won over the troops, by representing to them that they 
were going to their destruction ; that they would soon be 
crushed under the ruins of an empire, which was ready to 
fall, at the same time that Bactriana was open to them, and 
offered them immense riches. These promises soon pre- 
vailed upon, the perfidious army ; the traitors seized and 
bound their monarch in chains of gold, under the appear- 
ance of honour, as he was a king ; then enclosing him in a 
covered chariot, they set put towards Bactriana. In this 
manner they carried him with tt^ utmost dispatch ; untill 
being informed that the Grecian army was still hotly pur- 
suing them, they found it impossible either to conciliate the 
friendship of Alexander, or to secure a throne for them- 
selves: they therefore, once more, gave Darius his liberty^ 
and desired him to make the best of his escape with them 
from the conqueror ; but he replied, that the gods were 
ready to revenge the evils he had already suffered ; and 
appealing to Alexander for justice) refused to follow, a band 
©f traitors. At these words they fell into the utmost fury, 
thrusting him with their darts and their spears, and left him 
to linger in this manner, unattended, the remains of his 
wretched life. The traitors then made their escape differ 
ent ways; while the victorious Macedonians at length 
coming up, 'found Daii.us in a solitude, lying in his chariot} 
and. drawing near his end. However, he had strength 
enough before he died} to call for drink j which a Macedo- 
nian, Polystratus by name, brought him. He had a Persian 
prisoner whom he employed as his interpreter. Darius, 
after drinking the liquor that had been given him, turned 
to the Macedonian, and said, that in the deplorable state 
to which he was reduced, he however should have the com- 
fort to speak to one who could understand him ; and that 
his last words would not be lost. He therefore charged 
him to tell Alexander, that he had died. in his debt, that he 
gave him many thanks, for the great humanity he had ex- 
ercised towards his mother, his wife, and his children j 
whose lives he had not only spared, but restored to their 
former splendor : that he besought the gods to give victory 
to his arms, and make him monarch of the universe ; that 
J^e thought he need not (n treat him to revenge the execra- 
ble murder committed on his person, as this was .the com- 
mon cause of kings. , 

After this, taking Polystratus by the hand, 'Give him,* 
said he, 4 thy hand, as I give thee mine j and carry him* 



lid 

a . in my name, the only pledge I am able to give of my gra- 
'"-Jitfede and affections :* saying these words, he breathed his 

'• Alexander coming up a moment after, and seeing Da- 
i 'fefoS' body, he wept bitterly ; and by the strongest testimo- 
\ fries of affection that could be given, proved how intimately 
** be was affected with the unhappiness of a prince who de- 
served a better fate. He immediately pulled off bis mili- 

* tkry cloak, and threw it on Darius' body ; then causing it 

* to be embalmed, and his coffin to be adorned with royal 
Magnificence, he sent it to Sysigambis, to be interred with 
the* honors usually paid to the deceased Persian monarchs, 
and entombed with his ancestors. Thus died Darius in the 
fiftieth year of his age; six of which he reigned with feli- 
city : in him the Persian empire ended, after having exist- 
ed, from the time of Cyrus the Great, a period of two 
hundred and ninety -nine years. 

* 1, he death of Darius only served to inflame the spirit 

of ambition in Alexander to pursue further conquests. Af- 
ter' having in vain attempted to pursue Bessus, who now as- 
sumed the name of king, he desisted, in order to cross Par- 
thia ; and in three days arrived on the frontiers of Hyrcania, 
which submitted to his arms. He afterwards subdued the 
IMardii, the Arii, the Drangae, the Arachosii, and several 
other nations; into which his army marched with greater 
speed than people generally travel. He frequently would 
pursue an enemy for whole days and nights together ; 
almost without suffering his troops to take any rest. By 
this prodigious rapidity, he came unawares upon nations " 
who thought him at a great distance ; and subdued them, 
before they had time to put themselves in a posture of de- 
fence. 

It was upon one of these excursions that Thalestris, 
queen of the Amazons, came to pay him a visit. A violent 
desire of seeing Alexander, had prompted that princess to 
leave her dominions, and travel through a great number of 
countries to gratify her curiosity. Being come pretty near 
his camp, she sent word, That a queen was come to visit 
him ; and that she had a prodigious inclination to cultivate 
his acquaintance ; and accordingly was arrived within a lit- 
tle distance from that place* Alexander having returned a 
favourable answer, she commanded her train to stop, and 
herself came forward, with three hundred women; and the 
moment she perceived the king, she leaped from her horse, 
having two lances in her right hand. She looked upon the 
king without discovering the least sign of admiration, and 
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surveying him attentively, did not think his stature answer- 
able to his fame ; for the Barbarians arc very much struck . 
with a majestic air; and think those only capable of mighty 
atchievements, on whom nature has bestowed bodily advan- 
tages. She did not scruple to tell him, that the chief mo- 
tive of her journey was to have posterity by him; adding, 
that she was worthy of giving heirs to his empire. Alek- 
ander, upon this request, was obliged to make some stay 
in this place : after which, Thalestris returned to her 
kingdom, and the king into the province inhabited by tne 
Parthiafrs. 

Alexander now enjoying a little repose, abandoned 
himself to sensuality ; and he whom the arms of the Persi- 
ans could not conquer, fell a victim to their vices. Nothing 
was now to be seen but games, parties of pleasure, women, 
and excessive feasting; in which he used to revel whole 
days and nights. Not satisied with the buffoons, and the 
performers on instrumental music, whom he had brought 
with him out of Greece, he obliged the captive women, 
whom he carried along with him, to sing "songs, alter 
the manner of their country. He happened, among these 
women, to perceive one who appeared in deeper affliction 
than the rest ; and who, by a modest, and at the same time 
a noble confusion, discovered a greater reluctance than the 
others to appear in public. She was a perfect beauty, which 
was very much heightened by her bashfulnesb ; whilst she 
threw her eyes to the ground, and did all in her power tp 
conceal her face. The king soon imagined, by her air and 
me in, that she was not of vulgar birth, and enquiring him* 
6elf into it, the lady answered, fc That she was grand-daugh- 
ter to Ochus, who not long before had swayed the Persian 
sceptre, and daughter of his son ; that she had married 
fiystaspes, who was related to Darius, and general of a 
great army.' Alexander being touched with compassion, 
when he he/ard the unhappy fate of a princess of the oiood 
royal, and the sad condition to which she was reduced, not 
only gave her liberty, but returned all her possessions; and 
caused her husband to be sought for, in order that she. 
might be restored to him. 

But now the veteran soldiers who had fought under 
Philip, not having the least idea of sensuality, inveighed 
publickly against the prodigious luxury, an J the numeious 
▼ices which, the army had learat jn Susa and Lcbatana. .The 
king, therefore, thought that the* safest remedy would be, 
to employ them, and, for that purpose, led them to Bessus. 
But, as the army was incumbered with booty, and an use- 

Li ' * 
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lev train of baggage, so that it could scarce move, he first 
caused all his own baggage to be carried into a great square, 
and afterwards that of his army (such things excepted, as 
were absolutely necessary ;) then ordered the whole to be 
carried from thence in carts to a large plain. Every one 
was in great pain to know the meaning of all this ; but af- 
ter he had sent away the horses, he himtelf set fire to his 
own things, and commanded every one to follow his exam- 
pit. 

Hitherto we have seen Alexander triumphing by a course 
of virtue ; we are now to behold him swollen up by success,* 
spoiled by flattery, and enervated by vices: exhibiting a 
very doubtful character, and mixing the tyrant with the he- 
ro, A conspiracy was formed against him by one Dym- 
nus ; this was communicated by a Macedonian soldier to 
Philolas, one of Alexander's favourites. Philotas neglected 
divulging it to his master ; and thus became suspected him- 
self, as being concerned in the conspiracy. Parmenio also, 
the father of this young favourite, became equally obnox- 
ious ; and as the suspicion of tyrants is equally fatal with a 
conviction, Alexander doomed both to destruction. 

In the beginning of the night, various parties of guards 
having been posted in the several places necessary, some 
entered the tent of Philotas, who was then in a deep sleep: 
when starting, from his slumbers, as they were putting ma- 
nacles on his hands, he cried, ' Alas ! my sovereign, the 
inveteracy of my enemies has got the better of your good- 
ness.* After this, they covered his face, and brought him 
to the palace without utttering a single word. His hands 
were tied behind him, and his head covered with a coarse, 
worn-out piece of cloth. Lost to to himself, he did not 
dare to look up, or open his lips ; but the tears streaming 
from his eyes, he fainted away in the arms of the man who 
held him. As the standers-by wiped off the tears in which 
his face was bathed, recovering his speech anc 1 . his voice 
by insensible degrees, he seemed desirous of speaking. 

The result of this interview was, that Philotas should 
be put to the rack. The persons who presided on that oc- 
casion where his most inveterate enemies, and they made 
him suffer every kind of torture. Philotas at first discover- 
ed the utmost resolution and strength of mind ; the tor- 
ments he suffered not being able to force from him a sin- 
gle word nor even so much as a sigh. But at last, conquer- 
ed by pain, he confessed himself to be guilty, named seve- 
ral accomplices, and even accused his own father. The 
next day theanswers of Philotas were read in full assem- 
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J>ty> he himself 'being present. Upon the whole he wa» 
unanimously sentenced to die ; immediately after which he 
"was stoned, according to the custom of Macedonia, with 
some other of the conspirators. 

The condemnation of Philotas brought on that of Par- 
menio : whether it were that Alexander really believed him 
guilty, or was afraid of the father, now he had put the son 
to death. Polydamus, one of the lords of the court, was 
appointed to see the execution performed. He had been 
one of Parmenio's most intimate friends, if we may give 
that name to courtiers, who affect only their own fortunes. 
This was the very reason of his being nominated, because 
no one could suspect, that he was sent with any such or- 
ders against Parmenio. He therefore set out for Media, 
where that general commanded the armv, and was entrust- 
ed with the king's treasure, which amounted to an hundred 
and four score thousand talents, about twenty-seven millions 
sterling. Alexander had given him several letters for Cle* 
andeV, the king's lieutenant in the province ; and for the' 
principal officers. Two were for Parmenib ; one of thenr 
from Alexander, and the other sealed with Philotas' seal, 
as if he had been alive, to prevent the father from harbour- 
ing the least suspicion. Polydamus was but eleven days on 
His journey, and alighted in the night time at Cleanders' — 
After having taken all the precautions necessary, they went 
together with a great number of attendants to meet Parme- 
nio, who at this time was walking in a park of his own* 
The moment Polydamus spied him, though at a great dis- 
tance, he ran to embrace him with an air of the utmost joy 
and after compliments, intermixed with the strongest indi- 
cations of friendship, had passed on both sides, he gave him 
Alexander's letter, which opening! and afterwards that un- 
der the name of Philotas, he seemed pleased with the con- . 
tents*. At that very instant Oleander thrust a dagger into 
his side, then made another thrust in his throat; and the 
rest gave him several wounds, even after he was dead. He 
was, at the time of his death, three-score and ten. years of 
age, and had served his master with a fidelity and zeal which 
in the end was but very ill rewarded. 

In order to prevent the ill consequences that might 
arise from the contemplation of these cruelties, Alexander 
set out upon his march and continued to pursue Bessus up- 
on which occasion he exposed himself to great hardships 
and dangers. .Bessus, however, was treated by his follow* 
ers in the same manner he had treated the king his master : 
Spitamenes, his chief confidant, having formed a conspira- 
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cy against him, seized his person, put him in chains, forced 
the royal robes from his back: and with a chain round his 
neck, he was delivered up in the most ignominious manner 
to Alexander. The king caused this man to be treated with 
his usual cruelty ; after reproaching him for his treachery, 
and causing his nose and ears to be cut off, he sent him to 
Ecbatana, there to suffer whatever punishment Darius' mo- t 
ther should think proper lo inflict upon^iim. Four trees 
were bent by main force, one towards jthe other, and to 
each of these trees one of the limbs of this traitor's body 
was fastened. Afterwards these trees being let return to 
their natural position, they flew back with so much vio- 
lence, that each tore away the limb that was fixed to it, 
and so quartered him* 

Thus uniting in his person at once great cruelty and 
great enterprize, Alexander still marched forward in search 
of new nations whom he might subdue. A city inhabited 
by the Branchid he totally overturned, and massacred all 
the inhabitants in cold blood, only for being descended from 
some traiterous Greeks, that had delivered up the treasures 
of a temple with which they had been intrusted. He then 
advanced to the river Jaxerthesi where he received a wound 
in the leg ; from thence he went forward and took the capi- 
tal of Sogdiana ; he there received an embassy from the 
Scythians, who Jived free and independent, but now sub- 
mitted to him. He then marched to Cyropoiis and besieg- 
ed it. This was the last city of the Persian empire, and 
had been buiK by Cyrus, after whom it was called, and 
taking the place, he abandoned it to plunder. In this man- 
ner he went on, capriciously destroying some towns and 
building others, settling colonies in some places, and laying 
•whole provinces waste at his pleasure.. Among his other 
projects, an invasion of the kingdom of Scythia was one ; 
but the crossing of the river Jaxerthes -was by no means an 
easy task ; however, Alexander being always foremost in 
encountering dangers, led on his troops across the stream, 
which was very rapid, and gained a signal victory over the 
■Scythians, who vainly attempted to oppose him on the other 
side. 

A strong hold called Petra Oxiani, defended by a garri- 
son of thirty thousand soldiers, with ammunition and provi- 
sion for two years, was still considered as impregnable^— 
However, as difficulties only seemed to excite his ambition, 
his soldiers scaled the cliff, and the barbarians supposing 
that the whole Macedonian army was got over their heads, 
surrendered upon condition that their lives should be spar- 



133 

eel: but Alexander forgetting the faith of treaty, and the hu- 
manity which became a soldier on this occasion, caused them 
all to be scourged with rods, and afterwards to be fixed to 
crosses at the foot of the same rock* 

After this, having subdued the Massaget* and Dahse, 
he entered the province of Barsaria, from thence he advan- 
ced to Marcander, and appointed Clytus governor of that 
province. This was an old officer who had fought under 
Philip, and signalized himself on many occasions* At the 
battle of Granicus, as Alexander was fighting bare-headed 
and Rosaces had his arm raised, in order to strike him be- 
hind, Clytus covered the king with his shield, and cut off 
the barbarian's hand. Hellanice, his sister, had nursed Alex- 
ander ; and he loved her with as much tenderness as if she 
had been his own mother* 

This favour, however, only advanced Clytus to a post 
of greater danger ; one evening at an entertainment, the 
king, after drinking immoderately, began to celebrate his 
own exploits ; his boasting even shocked those very persons, 
who knew that he spoke truth, but particularly the old ge- 
nerals of his army, whose admirations were ingrossed by 
the actions of his father. Clytus was intoxicated, and turn- 
ing about to those who sat below him at table, quoted to 
them a passage from Euripides, but in such a manner that 
4he king could only hear his voice, and not the words dis- 
tinctly* The sense of the passage was, That the Greeks 
had done very wrong in ordaining, that in the inscriptions 
-engraved on trophies, the names of kings only should be 
mentioned ; because by these means, brave men were rob- 
bed of the glory they had purchased with their blood. — The 
.king' suspecting Clytus had let drop some disobliging ex- 
pressions, asked those who sat nearest him, what he had 
said. As no one answered, Clytus raising his voice by de- 
grees, began to relate the actions of Philip, and his wars 
in Greece, preferring them to whatever was doing at that 
time ; which created a great dispute between the young 
and old men. Though the king was prodigiously vexed in 
his mind, he nevertheless stifled his resentment, and seem- 
ed to listen very patiently to all Clytus spoke to his preju- 
dice. It is probable he would have quite suppressed his 
passion, had Clytus- stopped there ; but the latter growing 
more and more insolent, as if determined to exasperate and 
insult the king, he, went such lengths as to defend Paimenio ; 
publicly, and to assert, that the destroying of Thebes was ! 
but trifling in comparison of the victory which Philip had " 
gained over the Athenians ; and that the old Macedonians) .! 
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though sometimes unsuccessful, were greatly superior to 
those who were so rash as to despise them. 

Alexander telling him that in giving the cowardice the 
name of itt success, he was pleading his own cause ; Cly- 
tus rises up, with his eyes sparkling with wine and angour 
* It is nevertheless this hand (said he to him extending it 
at the .same time) that saved your life at the battle of Gran- 
jcus. It is the blood and wounds of these very Macedoni- 
ans who are accused of cowardice, that raised you to this 
graadcur ; but the tragical end of Parmenio shews, what 
reward they and myself may expect for all our services.' 
This last reproach stung Alexander; Jiowever, he still re- 
strained his passion, and only commanded him to leave the 
table* He is in the right (says Clytus as he rose up) not 
to bear free born men at his table, who can only tell truth. 
He will do well to pass his life among barbarians and slaves 
who will be proud to pay their adoration to his persiaa- 
girdle, and his white robe.' But now the king, no longer 
able to suppress his rage sh ate lied a javelin from one of his 
guards, and would have killed Clytus on the spot, had not 
the courtiers with-held his arm, and Clytus been forced, 
but with great difficulty, out of the hall. However, he re- 
turned into it that moment by another door, singing with 
an air of insolence, verses reflecting highly on the prince, 
who seeing the general near him, struck him with his jave- 
lin, and laid him dead at hi* feet, crying out at the same 
timet ' Go now to Philip, to parmenio, and to Attalus.' 

The king had no sooner murdered his faithful servant, 

than be perceived the attrociousness of the act ; he threw 

himself upon the dead bpfy forced out the javelin, and 

would have destroyed himself, had he not been prevented 

by his guards,' who seized and carried him forcibly to his 

own apartment, where the flattery and the persuasions of 

his friends at length served to alleviate his remorse. In 

order to. divert his melancholy, Alexander having drawn 

his army out of the. garrisons where they had wintered three 

months, marched towards a country called Gabana. In his 

way h* met with a dreadful storm* in which his army -suf- 

r fered greatly ; from thence he went into the country of Sa- 

' ca^ which he soon over run and laid waste. Soon after 

this, -Axertes,. one of its monarchs, received him in his pa- 

| lace, which was adorned with barbarous magnificence* He 

had a daughter called Roxana, a young lady. whose exqui- 

I site beauty was heightened by all the charms of wit and 

■good sense, Alexander found her charms irresistable, and 

[.made her his wife; covering his passioft with the specious 
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pretence of uniting the two nationsin such bonds as should 
improve their mutual harmony, by blending their interests, 
and throwing down all distinctions between the conquerors, 
aivd the conquered* This marriage displeased the Mace- 
donians .very, much, and exasperated his chief courtiers, 
-when it was seen that he made one of his slaves his father* 
in-law* But as, after his murdering Clytus, no one dared 
to speak to him with freedom, they applauded what he did" 
with their eyes and countenances, for they had nothing else 
left that was free. 

Alexander having thus conquered all the Persian pro- 
vinces, now with boundless ambition resolved upon a peri- 
lous march into India. This country was considered as the 
richest in the world, not only- in gold, but in pearls and 
precious stones; with which the inhabitants adorned them- 
selves; but being willing either to impress his soldiers with' 
an idea of his authority, or to imitate the barbarians in the 
xnagnificenee of their titles, he was resolved not only to be 
called, but to be believed the son of Jupiter ; as if it had 
been possible for him to command as absolutely over the 
mind as over the tongue, and that the Macedonians would 
condescend to fall prostrate and adore him after the Persian 
manner. 
* To sooth and cherish these ridiculous pretensions, there 
were not wanting flatterers, those common pests of a court, 
1 who are more dangerous to princes than the arrows of their 
enemies. But the Macedonians indeed would not stoop tp 
this base adulation ; all of them to a man refusing to vary 
in any manner, from the customs of their country* Among 
the number who disdained to offer these base adulations, 
was Callisthenes the philosopher; but his integrity cost 
him his life ; he was accused of being privy to a conspiracy 
formed by Hermolaus, a young officer, upon the life of the 
king, and for this reason he was thrown into a dungeon 
and loaded with irons, he soon found that he had no mercy 
to expect; the most grievous tortures were inflicted upon 
him, in order to extort a confession of guilt, but he per- 
sisted in his innocence to the last, and expired in the midst 
of his torments. ' 

The kingdom of India, for which Alexander now sfct 
out was an extensive territory, which has been usually divided 
into two parts.-— India on this side, and India on the other 
side of the Ganges. All the Indians at that time were free, 
rior even did they adopt the base custom of the Greeks, in 
purchasing slaves to do the common offices of life. The 
people of that country were then divided into seven classes,; 
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the first and most honorable, though the smallest, were the 
guardians of religion; the second and the greatest, was that 
of the husbandmen, whose only employment was to cultr* 
vate the ground ; the third was that of herdsmen and shep- 
herds, who led the herd and flocks among the mountains ; 
the fourth consisted of tradesmen and merchants, among 
whom pilots and seamen were included ; the fifth was of 
soldiers, whose only employment was war ; the sixth was 
of magistrates, who superintended the actions of others, 
either in cities or in the country, and reported the whole 
to the king; the seventh class consisted of persons employ- 
ed in the public councils, and who shared the cares of go- 
vernment with their sovereign ; these orders of state never 
blended nor intermarried with each other, none of these 
were permitted to follow two professions at the same time* 
nor quit one class for another. 

Alexander having entered India, all the petty kings of 
the country catne to meet him and make their submissions. 
On his march he took the city of Nysa; he then marched 
towards Daedal a and dispersed his army over the whole 
/country, and took possession of it without resistance. He 
afterwards went forward towards the city of Hagosa, which 
after being besieged in. form, surrendered at discretion.— 
The rock of Aornos, which was deemed inaccessible and 
which it was said Hercules himself was not able to take, 
but the garrison in a panic* delivered it up to his army* 
From thence he marched to Acleslimus, and after a march 
of sixteen days, arrived on the banks of the great river In- 
dus, where he found that Hephaestion had got all things 
ready for his passage, pursuant to the orders he had before 
received. Here he was met by Omphis, a king of the coun- 
try, who did homage to Alexander, and made him a pre- 
sent of fifty-six elephants, and other animals of prodigious 
size. The ambassadors from" Abisaries, a neighbouring mo- 
narch, came with the same offers, sent presents, and pro- 
mised fidelity ; there was still a third monarch whose name 
was Porus, from whom Alexander expected similar sub- 
mission ; he even went to require it of him, but Porus an- 
swered with great coldness ; that while he could fight, he 
should disdain to obey. 

' In pursuance of this message, Alexander resolved to 
enforce obedience, and giving- the superintendance of his 
elephants to Omphis, who had now changed his name to 
Taxilus ; he advanced as far as the borders of the ttydas- 
pes. Porus was encamped on the other side of it, in order 
to dispute the passage with him, and posted at the head o£ 
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his army eighty-five elephants of a prodigious size, and be* 
hind them three hundred chariots, guarded by thirty thou- 
sand foot ; not having at most above seven thousand horse. 
This prince was mounted upon an elephant of a much lar- 
ger size than any of the rest ; and he himself exceeded the 
usual stature of men ; so that, cloathed in his armour, 
glittering with gold and silver, he appeared at the same 
time terrible and majestic. The greatness of his courage 
equalled that of his stature; and he was as wise and pru- 
dent as it was possible for the monarch of so barbarous a 
people to be. , 

The Macedonians dreaded not only the enemy, but the 
river they were obliged to pass. It was four furlongs wide 
(about four hundred fathoms) and so deep in every part, 
that it looked like a sea, and was no wherj fordable. It 
was vastly impetuous, notwithstanding its grea* breadth ; for 
it rolled with as much violence as if it had been confined to 
a narrow channel ; and its raging, foaming waves, which 
broke in many places, discovered that it was full of stones 
and rocks. However, nothing was so dreadful as the ap- 
pearance of the shore, which was quite covered with men, 
horses, and elephants. Those hideous animals stood like 
so many towers ; and the Indians exasperated them, in or- 
der that the horrid cry they*made might fill the enemy 
with great terror. However, this could pot intimidate an 
army of men whose courage was proof against ail attacks, 
and who were animated by an uninterrupted series of pros- 
perities $ but then they did not think it would be possible 
f<y them, as the banks were so crazy, to surmount the ra- 
pidity of the stream, or land with safety, 

Alexander was in great perplexity with the difficulties 
that attended the passage of this large river ; however* he 
was resolved to attempt it by night, and chose one whose 
lightening, thunder, and impetuous winds, conspired to 
drown the noise of his troops in their embarkation. Scarce 
any person appeared to oppose their descent j and the mo- 
ment Alexander was landed, he drew up .the forces that 
had passed with him, consisting of six thousand foot, and 
five thousand horse, in order of battle. 

Porus, upon hearing that Alexander had passed the ri- 
ver, had sent against him a detachment, commanded by 
one of his sons, of two thousand horse and one hundred and 
twenty chariots. Alexander imagined them at first to be 
the enemy's van-guard, and that the whole army was be- 
hind them ; but being informed it was but a detachment, 
he charged them with such vigour, that Porus' son was 
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killed upon the spot, with four hundred horses, and all the 
chariots were taken- . 

Porus, upon receiving advice of the death of his son, 
the defeat of the detachment, and of Alexander's approach, 
resolved to go and meet Alexander, whom he justly sup- 
posed to be at the head of the choicest troops of his army* 
Accordingly, leaving only a few elephants in his camp, to 
amuse those who were posted on the opposite shore, he set 
out, with thirty thousand foot, four thousand horse, three 
thousand chariots, and two hundred elephants. Being come 
into a firm, sandy soil, in which his horses and chariots 
might wheel about with ease, be drew up his army in bat- 
tle array, with an intent to wait the coming up of the ene- 
my* He posted in front, and on the first line, all the ele- 
phants, at an .hundred feet distance one from another ; in 
order that th#y might serve as a bulwark to his foot, who 
were behind. It was his opinion, that the enemy's cavalry 
would not dare to engage in these intervals, because of the 
fear those horses would have of the elephants ; and much 
less the infantry, when they should see that of the enemy 
posted behind the elephants, and in danger of being trod 
to pieces. He had posted some of his foot on the same 
line with the elephants, in-order to cover their right and 
left ; and this infantry was covered by "his Jtwo wings of 
horse ; before which the chariots were posted. Such was 
the order and disposition of Porus* army. 

Alexander being come in sight of the enemy, waited 
the coming up of his foot, which marched with the utmost 
diligence, and arrived a little after; «nd in order that they 
, raight have time to take breath, and not to be led, as they 
were very much fatigued, against the enemy, he caused his 
horse to make a great many evolutions, in order to gain 
time. But now every thing being ready, and the infantry 
having sufficiently recovered their vigour, Alexander gave 
the signal of battle. He did not think proper to begin by 
attacking the /enemy's main body, where the infantry and 
the elephants were posted, for the very reason which had 
made Porus draw them up in that manner. But his cavalry 
being stronger, he drew out the greatest part of them, and 
marching against the left wing, sent Coenus, with his own 
regiment of.horse, and that of Demetrius, to charge theln 
at the same lime ; ordering him to .attack that cavalry on 
the left behind, during which he himself would charge 
them both in front and flank* Seleucus, Antigonus, and 
Tauron, who commanded the foot, were ordered not to stir 
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from their posts, till Alexander's cavalry had put tkat.of the 
enemy, as well as their foot into disorder* 

Being come within arrow-shot, he detached a thousand 
bow-men on horseback, with orders for them to make their 
discharge on the horse of Porus' left wing, in order to 
throw it into disorder, whilst he himself would charge this 
body in Hank, before it had time to rally. The Indians 
having joined again their squadrons, and drawn them up 
into a narrower compass, advanced against Alexander. At 
that instant Ccenus charged them in the rear, according to 
the orders given him ; insomuch, that the Indians were 
obliged to face about on all sides, to defend themselves 
from the thousand bow- men, and against Alexander and 
Gajnus. Alexander, to make the best advantage: oi the 
confusion into which this sudden attack had throw** them, 
charged with great vigouv those that had made head against 
Kim ; who being no longer able to 'stand so violent an at- 
tack, were soon broke, and retired behind the elephants, as 
to an impregnable rampart. The leaders. of the elephants, 
made them advance against the enemy's horse ; but that 
very instant the Macedonian phalanx moving on a sudden, 
surrounded those animals, and charged with their pikes the 
elephants themselves, and the leaders. This battle was 
very different from all those which Alexander had hither- 
tb fought ; tot the elephants rushing upon the battalions, 
broke, with inexpressible fury, the thickest of them; when 
the Indian horse, seeing the Macedonian foot stopped by 
the elephants, returned to the charge : however, that of 
Alexander being stronger, and having greater experience 
in war, broke this body a second time, and obliged it to 
retire towards the elephants; upon' which, the Macedonian 
horse, being ail united in one body, spread terror and con- 
fusion wherever they attacked. The elephants, being all 
covered with wounds, and the greatest part having lost 
their leaders, did not observe their, usual order; but, dis- 
tracted as it were with pain, no longer distinguished friends 
from foes; but, running about from place to place, they 
Overthrew every thing that came in their way. The Ma- • 
cedonians, who had purposely left a greater interval be- 
tween their battalions^ either made way for them whenever 
thci-y came forward, or charged with darts, those that fear 
and the tumult^obliged to retire. — Alexander, after having 
surrounded the enemy with his horse, made a signal to his 
foot to inarch up with all imaginable speed, in order to 
make a last effort, and to fait upon them with his whole 
force ; all which they executed very successfully* In this' 
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manner the greatest part of the Indian cavalry were cut to 
pieces ; and a body of their foot, which sustained no less 
loss, seeing themselves charged on all sides, at last fled. 
Catorus, who had continued in the camp, with the rest of 
his army, seeing Alexander engaged with rorus, crossed 
the river, and charging the routed soldiers with his 
troops, who were cool and vigorous, by that means kil- 
ied as many enemies in the retreat, as had fallen in the 
battle. , 

The Indians lost, on this occasion, twenty thousand 
foot, and three thousand horse; not to mention the. chari- 
ots, which were all broke to pieces ; and the elephants, that 
were either killed or taken. Porus' two sons fell in this 
battle ; with Spitacus, governor of the province ; all the 
colonels of horse and foot ;■ and those who guided the ele- 
phants and chariots. As for Alexander, he lost but four 
score of the six thousand soldiers -who were at the first 
charge ; ten bow-men of the horse, twenty of his horse- 
guards, and two hundred common soldiers. 

Porus, after having performed all the duty both of a 
soldier and a general in the battle, and fought with incre- 
dible bravery, seeing all his^iorse defeated, and the great- 
est part of his foot, did not beh&ve like the great Darius, 
who, in a like disaster,, was the first that fled : on the con- 
trary, he continued in the field as long* as one battalion or 
squadron stood their ground ; but, at last, having received 
a wound in the shoulder, he retired upon his elephant, and 
was easily distinguished from the rest, by the greatness of 
his stature and his unparalleled bravery. Alexander find- 
ing who he was, by those glorious marks, and being de- 
sirous of saving this king, sent Taxilus after him, because 
he was of the same nation. The latter advancing as near 
to bin* as he might, without running any danger of being 
wounded, called out to him to stop, in order 'to hear the 
message he had -brought from Alexander. PoiPU^niTning 
back, and seeing it was Taxilus,,, his old enemy, 4 H0w 1' 
says he, ,' is it Taxilus that calls ; that traitor to. his coun- 
try and kingdom I' Immediately after which, he would have 
transfixed him with his dart, had he not instantly retired. 
Notwithstanding this, Alexander was still desirous to save 
*- so. brave a prince ; and thereupon dispatched other officers, 
among whom was Meroe, one of his intimate friends, who 
besought him, in the strongest terms, to wait upon a con- 
queror altogether worthy of him : after much entreaty. Po- 
rus consented, and accordingly set forward. Alexander, 
who had been told of his .coming, advanced forward, in or- 
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der to- receive him, with some of his train. Being com* 
pretty near, Alexander slopped, purposely to take a view 
of bis statura and noble mein, be being about five* cubits in 
height. Porus did not seem dejected at his misfortune ; 
but came up with a resolute countenance, like a valiant 
warrior, whose courage in defending bis dominions ought 
to acquire him the esteem of the brave prince who had taken 
him prisoner., Alexander spoke first; and, with an august 
and gracious air, asked him how he desired to t>e treated t 
4 Like a king/ replied Porus;.' But/ continued Alexander) 
* do you ask nothing more?' fc No/ replied Porus; fc ull 
things are included in that single word.' Alexander, struck 
with this greatness of soul, the magnanimity of wbich seem- 
ed heightened by distress* did not only restore him his king- 
dom, but annexed other provinces to iti afld treated him 
with the highest testimonies of honor, esteem, and friend* 
ship. Porus was faithful to him till his death— U is hard 
to say, whether the victor or the vanquished best deserved 
praise on this occasion. 

Alexander built a city oh the spot where the battle had 
been fought ; and another in that place where, he had crossed 
the river. He culled the one Xicaa, from his victory; and 
the other Bucephalus* -in honor of his horse, who died 
there, not of his wounds, but of old age. After having 
paid the lasr dutie^ to such of his soldiers as had lost 
their lives in battle, he solemniaed games, and offered up 
sacrifices of thanks in the place where he had passed the 
Hyduspes. * 

Alexander having now conquered Porus, advanced into 
Itidia, which having never* been a warlike nation, he sub- 
dued with the raphlity rather of a traveller than a conquer- * 
or. Numberless petty stales submitted to- him,' sensible 
that his stay would be short, and his conquests evanescent. 

Alexander, passing near a city where several Brach-, 
mans oi%ndian priests dwelt, was very desiro is to converse 
with them, and if possible to prevail with some of them to 
follow him. Being informed that these philosophers never 
made visits, but that thoffc who bad an inclination to see 
them must go to their houses, he concluded, that it would 
be beneath his dignity to go to them ; and not just, to force 
these sages to any thing contrary to their laws and usages. 
Onesicritus, the philosopher, who had been a disciple of 
Diogenes the Cynic, was deputed to them. He met not 
far from the city, fifteen Bramins, who from morning \*jjj 
evening stood always naked, iivthe same posture in whicS- 
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they at first had placed themselves, and afterwards return- 
ed to the city at night. The chief of the band was Man- 
dates. He addressed himself first to Calanus an Indian, 
reputed the wisest man of his country, who, though he 
professed the practice of the roost severe philosophy, had 
however been persuaded in his extreme old age to attend 
upon the court, and to him he told the occasion of his com- 
ing. The latter gazing upon Onesicritus' clothes and shoes, 
could not forbear laughing; after which he told him, < That 
anciently the earth had been covered with barley and* wheat, 
as it was at that lime with dust; that besides water, the ri- 
vers used to flow with milk, honey, oil, and wine.* That 
man's guilt had occasioned a change of this happy condi- 
tion; and that Jupiter, to punish their ingratitude, had sen- 
tenced them to a long painful labour. That their repent- 
ance afterwards moving him to compassion, he had restor- 
ed them their former abundance ; however, that by the 
course of things, they seemed to be returning to their an- 
cient confusion/ This relation shews evidently, that these 
philosophers had some notion of the felicity of the first 
man, and of the evil to which he had been sentenced for 
his sins. 

Onesicritus was very urgent with both of them to quit 
their austere way of life, and follow the fortune of Alexan- 
der, saying, ' That they would find in*him a generous mas- 
ter and benefactor, who would heap upon them honor and 
riches of all kinds.' Then Mandanis assuming a haughty 
philosophical tone, answered, * That he did not want Alex- 
ander, and was the son of Jupiter as well as himself. That 
he was exempted from want, desire, or fear. That so long 
as he should live, the earth would furnish him with all 
things necessary for his subsistence, and that death would 
rid him of a troublesome companion (meaning his body) 
and set him at full liberty/ Calanus appeared more trac- 
table, and notwithstanding the opposition, and ^ven the 
prohibition of his superior, who reproached him for his ab- 
ject spirit in stooping so low as to sewe another master 
besides God, he followed Onesicritus, and went to Alexan- 
der's court, whb received him with great demonstrations 
of joy. As it was Alexander's chief ambition to imitate 
Baechu* and Hercules in their expeditions into the East, 
he resolved like them to penetrate as long as he could meet 
new nations to conquer ; however, his soldiers, satiated with 
spoil and fatigued with repeated encounters, at last began 
to open their eyes at the wildness of his ambition. Some 
bewailed their calamities in such terms as raised com pas- 
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sion, others insolently cried out, * That they would march 
no further;' the chief object of the King's wishes was to * 
invade the territories of Agramenea, a prince who lived 
beyond the great river Ganges ; and who was able to bring 
into the field two hundred thousand foot, two thousand ele- 
phants, twenty thousand horse* and two thousand armed 
chariots. The soldiers, however, refused to wander over 
those great desarts that lay beyond the Ganges, and more 
terrible to them than the greatest army the East could mus; 
ter; he addressed them'in the most persuasive terms not 
to leave their general' behind ; he threatened them, that he 
would take his Scythian and his Persian soldiers, and with 
them alone he would make conquests worthy of his name 
and of his glory ; but still the Macedonian soldiers persist- 
ed sullen aaA inflexible, and only at last complied after ma- 
ny persuasive orations to follow him towards the South, to 
discover the nearest ocean, and to take the course of the 
river Indus as iheiftinfjdHble guide. 

For this expedition he embarked in a Sect consisting 
of eight hundred vessels, as well gallies as boats, to carry 
th* troops and provisions; after five days sailing, the fleet 
arrived where the Hydaspes and the Acesincs mixed their 
streams, there the ships were very much shattered, because 
those rivers unite with prodigious rapidity. At last he 
came to the country of the Oxydrace and the Mallis, the 
most valiant people in the East ; however, Alexander de- 
feated them in several engagements, dispossessed them of 
their strong holds, and at last marched against their capital 
city, where the greatest part of their fortes were retired. 
It was upon this occasion, that seizing a scaling ladder, 
himself the first, he mourned the wall, followed only by two 
of his officers. His attendants believing him to be in dan- 
ger, mounted swiftly to succour him ; but the ladder break- 
ing, he was left alone. It was now that his rashness be- 
came his safety ; for, leaping from the wall into the city, 
which was crouded with enemies, sword in hand, he repul- 
sed such as were nearest, and even killed the general who 
advanced in the throng. Thus, with his back to a tree that 
happened to be near, he received all the darts of the enemy 
in a 'shield* and kept even the boldest at a distance ; at last, 
an Indian discharging an arrow of three feet long, it pierc- 
ed his coat of mail and his right breast, and so great a 
quantity of blood issued from the wound, that he dropped 
his arms, and lay as dead. The. Indian came to strip him, 
supposing him really what he appeared; but Alexander, at 
that instant recalled his spirits and plunged the dagger in 
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is side* By this time a part of the king's attendants came 
> his succour, and forming themselves round his body, till 
is soldiers without found means of bursting the gates, sav- 
d him, and put all the inhabitants without distinction to 
he sword. 

The wound, which at first seemed dangerous, having in 
ihe space of six or seven days a most favorable appearance, 
Alexander mounted his horse, and shewed himself to the 
irmy, who seemed to view him with insatiable pleasure.— 
Thus continuing his voyage, and subduing the country on 
each side as he passed along, the pilots perceived from the 
softness of the breezes that the ocean was near. Nothing 
so much astonished the Macedonian soldiers as the ebbing 
and flowing of the tide. They were amazed when they 
saw it rise to a great height and overflow the co^try, whith 
they considered as a mark of divine resentment; they were 
no less terrified some hours after, when they saw the river 
forsake its ba»Us, and leave those lands uncovered it had 
so lately overflowed. Thus, after a voyage of ni/re month'?, 
he at last stood upon the shore; and after having offered 
sacrifices to Neptune, and having looked* wishfully on the 
broad expanse of waters before him, he is said to have wept 
for having no more worlds left to conquer«-*-Here he put 
an end to his excursion ; and having appointed Nearchus 
admiral of his fleet, with orders to coast along the Indian 
shore as far as the Persian Gulph, he set put with his army 
for Babylon. 

Nothing could exceed the hardships which his army 
sustained in their return ; passing through a country desti- 
tute of all sorts of provision, they were obliged to feast on 
the beasts of burden, and were forced to burn those rich 
spoils, for the ' sake of which they had encountered so ma- 
ny dangers ; those diseases *al9o, that generally*accompany 
famine, compleated their calamity, and destroyed them in 
great numbers. After a march of three scores -days, they 
arrived in the province of Gedrosia, the fertility of which 
soon banished from the minds of the soldiery all their for- 
mer difficulties. Alexander passed through the country, 
not with the military pomp of a conqueror, but in,the licen- 
tious disguise of an enthusiast: still willing to imitate Bac- 
chus, he was drawn by eight horses, on a scaffold in the 
form of a square stage, where he passed the days and nights 
in feasting. Along the roads where he passed, were placed 
casks of wine in great abundance, and these the soldiery 
drained in honor of his mock deity. The whole country 
echoed with the sound of instruments, and the bowling of 
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Bacchanals, who, with their hair dishevelled, with frantic 
mirth, ran up and down, abandoning themselves to every 
kind oflewdness.* This vice produced one of a much more 
formidable nature in the king's mind ; for it always en- 
flamed his passions to cruelty, and the executioner gene- 
rally followed the feast. 

While he refreshed his army in these parts, Nearchus 
was 5 returned from his expedition along the coast, and 
brought him strange accounts of the gold to be found in 
some islands, and of the wonders that were to be seen in A 
others ; he was therefore commanded to make some farther ' 
discoveries j and then%nter the mouth of the river Euphra- 
tes, to meet the king at Babylon. He here also executed 
an act of rigorous justice upon Oleander and others, who 
had formerjp been the ministers of his vengeance in cutting 
off Parmenio. Against theso murderers great complaints 
had been made by the deputies of the provinces in which 
they had commanded; and such was the complexion of 
their crimes, that nothing but the certain expectation of 
Alexander's never returning from India, could encourage 
thetn to commit such. AH men were glad to see them de- 
livered over to justice. Cleander, with six hundred soldiers* 
whom he had employed, were publicly executed ; every 
one rejoicing, that the anger of the king was at last turned 
against the ministers of his vengeance. As Alexander 
drew nearer to Babylon, he visited the tomb of Cyrus, in 
the city of Pasargada ; and here he put a Persian prince 
whose name was Orsines, to death, at the instigation of 
Bagoas, an eunuch, who falsely accused Orsines of robbing 
the tomb ; here also, Calamus, the Indian, having lived 
fourscore and three years, without ever having been afflict- 
ed with sickness, now feeling the approaches of disorder, 
resolved to put himself to death. Alexander imagined he 
might easily be dissuaded from his design ; bat finding, in 
opposition to all the arguments he could Use, that Calanus 
was inflexible, he gave orders for erecting a. funeral pile for 
him, upon which the Indian was resolved to die. 

Calanus rode on horseback to the foot of the funeial 
pile : offered up his prayers to the gods : caused libations 
to be performed, and the rest of the ceremonies to be o^ 
aerved which are practised at funerals ; cut off a tuft of h\% 
hair, in imititation of victims; embraced such of his friends 
as were present ; entreated them to be merry that day, and 
to feast and carouse with Alexander; assuring them, at the> 
tame time, that he would soon see that prince in Babylon, 
After saying these words he ascended, with the utmost 
cheerfulness, the funeral pile, laid himself down upon it, 
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and covered his face ; and, when the flame reached him, 
he did noi nuke the least motion; but with a patience and 
constancy thai surprised the whole army, continued in the 
same posture in which he at first had laid himself, and 
completed his sacrafice, by dying agreeably to the strange 
stipti millions of the enthusiasts of his country, Alexander 
punctually obeyed him in- his admonitions to debauchery. 
A banquet followed the night after, in which Promacus re- 
ceived a (talent as a prize, for hating drank the largest 
^ quantity of wine; fee survived his victory, however, but 
three duys, and of the rest of the guests, forty-one died of 
their intemperance. From Pasargadft, Alexander proceed- 
ed to Susa, where he married Siatira, the eldest daughter 
of Dariu^ and ^ave her youngest sister in marriage to his 
favourite Htphsebtion. Fourscore Persian ladies of rank 
Were given to the principal favourites among his captains. 
The nuptials were solemnized after the Persian manner. 
lie likewise fensted all the Macedonians, who had married 
bv fore in that country. It is related, that there were' nine 
thousand guest* at this feast, and that he gave each of them 
a jrnlden cup for their libations. — Upon this occasion, there 
apiK-a^ed at Su^a ttjfee hundred young soldiers, dressed in 
the Macedonian manner, whom Alexander intended parti- 
cularly to favour, in order to check the licentiousness of his 
veterans, who li.id but two just reasons to murmur. 

While Alexander was thus employed in Persia, anew 
commotion was carrying on in Greece. Harpalus, whom 
Ak*4hikr hud appointed, governor of Babylon, being dis- 
gusted with his masters cruelty, and ambitious of power 
himself, went over into Greece, with immense sums which 
he raised from the plundered prisoners of Persia. He had 
credit enough to assemble a body of six thousand soldiers, 
and with these lie landed at Athens: money, at that time, 
being thought all powerful in Greece, he lavished immense 
sums amou^ the mercenary orators, whose business it was 
to inflame the minds of the people. Of all these, Phocion 
&!one, to whom lie offered seven hundred talents, preserved 
hi* wtU known integrity, and remained inflexible ; his dis- 
intcresudiusi had long been the object of admiration, even in 
the lime ol'Philip* Being offered a great sum of money, if 
not for his own acceptance, at least for the benefit of his 
child en : '[I my children/ cried Phocion, 'resembles me, 
the little spot of ground, with the produce of which I have 
hitherto lived, and which has raised me to the glory you 
mention, wall be sufficient to maintain^them ; if it will not, 
I do not intend to leave them wealth, merely to stimulate 
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and heighten their luxury.' Alexander having likewise sent 
him an hundred talents, Phocion asked those who brought 
them, # why Alexander sent him so great a sum, and did 
not renyt any to the rest of the Athenians ? 4 It is,* replied 
they, * because Alexander looks upon you as the onf^ just 
and virtuous man.' Phocion rejoined, 4 let him suffer me 
still to enjoy thai character, and be really 'what 1 aui taken 
for.' Tins, therefore, was .'not a character to be corrupt- 
ed ; on the contrary, he used all his influence to, prevent " 
the success of Harpalus, who being ordered by the assembly 
to depart the city, losi all hopes of success. 

This commotio i was scarcely quelled, when another 
ensued, in consequence of a. declaration, by which all the 
Macedonian-*, who from their, age or infirmities were una- 
ble to bear the fatigues of war, should be sent back to Greece 
They with seditious cries unanimously demanded to be en- 
tirely discharged from his service, murmuring against him 
as a despiser ol his bravest troops, and as a cruel king, who 
"wanted not their absence but their, destruction ; Alexander 
however, acted with that resolution upon this occasion, 
which always marked his character. Being seated on his 
tribunal of justice, he rushed among the principal muti- 
neers, seized thirteen, and ordered them to be immediate-. 
ly punished. The soldiers, amazed at his intrepidity, with- 
held their complaints, and with down cast eyes seemed to 
beg for mercy. ' You desired a discharge,' cried he : 'go 
then, and publish to the world that you have left your prince 
to the mercy of strangers ; from henceforth, the Persians 
shall be my guards/ This menace served only to increase 
the misery and the consternation of his troops ; they at- 
tended him with tears an{l lamentations, till at last, soften- 
ed by their penitence, he once more took them into favour 
and affection. 

Now secure from insurrection, he gave himself up to 
mirth and feasting ; his army was followed by all the mi- 
nisters of pleasure; he spent whole nights and days in im- 
moderate drinking? and in one of those excesses, Hephass*- 
tion lost his life. This courtier was the most intimate friend 
of Alexander. Craterus alone, of all the Macedonians, 
seemed to dispute this honour with him. ♦Craterus,' as the 
king used to say, * loves the king, but Hephsestion loves 
Alexander.' The death of this favourite threw the monarch 
into excessive sorrow ; he seemed to receive no consolation ; 
he even put to death the physician who attended him, and 
the extraordinary funeral honours celebrated at his arrival 
in Babylon, marked the greatness of his affliction. 
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After various combats, conquests, cruelties, follies, and 
excesses, Alexander arrived at Babylon ; the Chaldeans, 
who pretended to foresee fulure events, attempted to per- 
suade him not to enter that city. The Greek philosophers, 
on th£ oiher hand, displayed the futility of their predictions. 
Babyjon was a theatre for him to display his glory in ; and 
ambassadors from all the nations he had conquered were 
there in readiness to celebrate, his triumphs. After ma- 
king a most magnificent entry, he gave audience to the 
ambassadors, with a grandeur and dignity suitable to his 
power, yet with the affability and politeness of a private 
courtier. 

At that time he wrote a letter, which was to have been 
read publicly in the assembly at the Olympic Games, where- 
by the several cities of Greece were commanded to permit 
all exiles to return into their native country, those excepted, 
who fcad committed sacrilege, or any other crime deser- 
ving death ; ordering Antipator to employ an armed force 
against such cities as should refuse to obey. This letter 
Wus read in the assembly. But the Athenians and Ltolians 
did not think themselves obliged to put orders in execution 
which seemed to interfere with their liberty. 

Finding Babylon, in extent and conveniency, superior 
to all the other cities of the East, he resolved to make it 
the seat of his empire ; and for that purpose was desirous 
of adding to it all the ornaments possible. But though he 
was much employed in projects of this kind, and in schemes 
even beyond human power to execute, he spent the great- 
est part of his time in such pleasures as this magnificent 
city afforded. He was often present at new banquets, where 
he drank with his usual intemperance. On a particular 
occasion, having spent the whole night in a debauch, a 
second was proposed : he accepted the invitation, and 
drank to such excess, that he fell upon the floor, dead to 
appearance ; and in this lifeless manner was carried, a sad 
6j>ectacle of debauchery, to his palace. The fever conti- 
nued, with some intervals, in which he gave the necessary 
orders for *he sailing of the fleet, and the marching of his 
land forces, being persuaded he should soon recover. But 
at last, finding himself past all hopes, and his voice begin- 
ning to fail, he gave his ring to Perdiccas, with orders 
lo convey his corpse to the temple of Ammon. He strug- 
gled however, with death for some time, and raising hii»- 
eeif.MJpon his elbow, he gave his hand to the soldiers, 
who pressed to kiss it; being then asked to whom he 
would leave his empire, he answered. « To the tnott worthy .» 
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Perdiccas enquiring at what time he should pay him divine 
honours, he replied, * When you are hafifiy* 9 With these 
words he expired, being thirty two years and eight months 
old, of which he had reigned twelve, with more fortune 
than virtue. 

In whatever light we view this monarch, we shall have 
little to admire, and less to imitate. That courage, for 
-which he was celebrated, is but a subordinate virtue 5 that 
fortune which still attended him, was but an accidental ad- 
vantage t that discipline which "prevailed in his army, was 
produced and cultivated by his father ; but his intempe* 
ranee, his cruelty, his vanity, his passion for useless con^ . 
quests, were all his own. Hi's victories, however, served 
to crown the pyramid of Grecian glory ; they served to 
shew to what degree the arts of peace can promote those 
of war. In this picture, we view a combination of petty 
states, by the arts of refinement, growing more thtfn a 
match for the rest of the world united ; and leaving man- 
kind an example of superiority of intellect over brutal force. 
After the death of this monarch, Greece was rather consi- 
dered as a seminary for the education and promotion of the 
-laws of other nations, than a confederacy for enforcing and 
promulgating their own. The successors of Alexander sei- 
zed upon particular parts of his extensive empire ; and 
what he gained with much fatigue and danger, became a 
prey to men who sheltered their ambition under the sanction 
and glory of his name. They had been taught by him a 
lesson of pride ; and as he would never suffer an equal, his 
numerous successors could not think of admitting a supe- 
rior. — They continued their disputes for dominion until in 
some measures they destroyed each other ; and as no go- 4 
vernments were ever worse conducted than their's, so ho pe- 
riod of history was ever left in such darkness, doubt, ami 
confusion. 
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